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2 who curſes his n * * with 
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| $hecould can conceive the cr | 
his companion in adverſity, he was un- 
Willing to leave the place, until he had 
reaped ſome diverſion from his diflireſs, 
and with that wise ppeled bs Gen 
afflicted painter, to which he had by this time free 
acceſs. When he entered, the firſt object that pre- 
ſented itſelf to his e e, was ſo uncommionly ridicu- 
lous, that he could ſcarce preſerve that gravity of 
countenance which he had affected in order to en- 
ecute the joke he had planned. The forlorn al- 
let ſat upright in his bed in a diſhabille that us a- 
together extraordinary. He had laid aſide his m 
ſtrous hoop, . with his ſtays, gown and 
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way of night-cap, and wore his domino as a loofe 
morning drels ; his grizzled locks hung down about 
his Tack-luftre eyes and tawny neck, in all the 
diſorder of negligence ; his grey beard briſtled 
about half an inch, through the remains of the 
paint, with which his viſage had been bedaubed, 
and every feature pf his face was ſengthened to 
the moſt ridiculous expreſſion. of grief and diſmay. 
Seeing Peregrine come in, he ſtarted up in a fort of 
frantic extaſy, and running toward him with 
open arms, no ſooner perceived the woeful ap- 
pearance., into which our hero had modelled his 
phyſiognompy, than he ſtopped ſhort ab of 2 ſud- 
den, aid the joy which had begun to take poſſeſ- 
ſion of his heart, was in a moment diſpelled by 
the moſt rueful preſages; ſo that he ſtood in a 
moſt ludicrous poſture of dejection, like a male- 
factor at the Old Baily, when ſentence is about to 
be pronounced. Pickle taking him by the hand, 
heaved a profound ſigh, and after having proteſted 
that he was extremely mortified at being pitched 
upon as the meſſenger of bad news; told him 
with an air of ſympathy and infinite concern, that 
the French court having diſcovered his ſexy, had 
reſolved, in conſideration of the outrageous indig- 
nity heloffered in public to a prince of the- blood, 
0 detain him in the Baſtile a priſoner. for Me ; and 
_ tthatthisfentence was: a mitigation obtained bythe 
importunities of the Britiſh Embaſſador; the 
puniſhment: ordained by laus being no other than 
breaking alive upon the wheel. | Theſe tidings 
aggruvated the horrors of the painter to ſueh a 
degree, that he roared: aloud; and ſkipped:about 
tha room, in all the extravagance of diſtraction; 
taking God and man to witneſs that he would r- 
ther ſuffer immediate death, than: endure- one 
year's impriſonment in ſuch a hideous place; and 
cutſing the hour of his birth, and the- moment on 
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from bis om country. For 
my on part, {ſaid his tormenter in an 
cal tone) I was obliged to ſwallow the bitter pill of 
making ſubmiſſions to the prince, who, as I had 
not preſumed to ſtrike him, received acknow - 
ledgments, in co of which I ſhall be 
this day ſet at liberty; and there is even one expe» 
dient leſt for the recovery of your freedom. It is, 
town, adifagreeable remedy, but one had better 
undergo à little mortification, than be for ever 
wretched. Beſides, upon ſecond - thoughts, I be- 


gin to imagine that you will not for ſuch a triſſe ſas 
crifice yourſelf to the unceaſing horrors of a folita+ 


ry dungeon; eſpecially as your condeſcenſion will 
in all probability be attended with advantages which 
you could not otherwiſe enjoy.” Pallet interrupt - 
ing him with great eagerneſs, for the love 
of God that he would no longer keep him in the 
torture of ſuſpence, but mention that ſame reme+ 


dy, which he was reſolved to — 2 let it = 


never ſo/unpalatable. } © 
Peregrine having thus vlapefagendd 22 | 
fear and hope, anſwered, that as the offence wat 
committed in the habit of a woman, which was 
a diſguiſe unworthy of the other ſex ; the French 
court was of opinion that the —— ſhould for 
ever forfeit the 
man, — had do thas y depoſite: 
other words, be deprived of EE — 
there was an alternative at his own option, by 
which he had it in his power to regain immediate 


freedom.“ What I eried the painter in de- 
SF wich 16 my - manhood, and become a 
Gadzooks | and the devil and all 


ll rather fie ill where T- am, and let myſelf 

devoured by vermin.“ Then thrufting out his 
throat, is my wind- pipe, (ſaid he) be ſo 
good, my dem dend, 33530 
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if you don't, I ſhall one of theſe days bb downed 
dangling in my garters. - What an unfortunate 
raſcal I am What a blockhead, and a beaft, and 
a fool was I to truſt m vielf among ſuch à barbar- 
ous ruffian race Lock forgive you, Mr. Pickle, 
for having been the immediate cauſe of my diſ- 
aſter; if you had ſtood by me from the beginning, 
according to your promiſe, and directed mie to a 
proper place, where I could have made water 
without being expoſed, I ſhould not have been 
teized by — coxcomb who has brought me to 
this paſs. And why did I put on this damn'd un- 
lucky dreſs? Lard curſe that chattering Jezabel of 
a landlady, who adviſed ſuch a — diſ- 
guiſe ! a diſguiſe which hath not only brought me 
to this paſs, but alſo rendered me — to 
myſelf, and frightful to others; for, when I this 
morning ſignified to the turnkey, that I wanted 
to be ſhaved, he looked at my beard with aſto- 
niſhment, and croſſing himself, muttered his 
pater - noſter, believing me (I ſuppoſe) to be a 
witch, or ſomething worſe. And heaven con- 
found that loathſome banquet of the ancients, 
which provoked me to drink too freely, that I 
might waſh away the taſte of that accurſed fulki- 


069] 
ye — young dertleumd, wving heard: biakmens 
tation. to an end, excuſed himſelf for his conduct, 
repreſenting, that he could not poſſibly fore- 
ſee the diſagreeable conſequences that attended 
it; and in the mean time, ſtrenuouſly counſel- 
led him to ſubmit to the terms of his enlarge- 
ment. He obſerved, that he was now arrived at 
that time of life, when the luſts of the leſhiſhould 
be entirely mortified within him, and bis greateſt 
concern ought to be the health of his ſoul, to 
which nothing could more effectually contribute 
than the amputation which was propoſed: Fo by 
1 S A 72 
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body, as well as his mind; would profit by the 
change, becauſe he would have no dangerous ap- 


petite to gratify, and no carnal thoughts to divert 


him from the duties of his profeſſion; and his 
voice, which was naturally ſweet, would improve 
to ſuch a degree, that he would captivate the ears 


of all the people of faſhon and taſte,” and in a little 


time be celebrated under the appellation of the 
Engliſh Senefino. Ro 12 

Theſe arguments did not fail to make impreſſi- 
on upon the painter, who, nevertheleſs, ſtarted 
three objections to his compliance; namely, the 
diſgrace of the puniſhment, the pain of the opera- 
tion, and the dread of his wife. Pickle undertook 
to obviate theſe difficulties, by aſſuring him, that 
the ſentence would be executed ſo privately, as 
never to tranſpire; that the exciſion (as he had 
learnt from Motecelli) was not ſo painful as the 


drawing of a tooth, and that his wife could not 


be ſo unconſcionable, after ſo many years of co- 
habitation, as to take exceptions to an expedient, 
by which ſhe would not only enjoy the converſati- 
on of her huſband, but even the fruits of thoſe 
2 which the knife would ſo remarkably re- 
ne. 0 ene 7 
Pallet ſnook his head at this laſt remonſtrance, 

as if he thought it would not be altogether con- 


vincing to his ſpouſe; but yi to the bar ar 
provided her conſent could be obtained. Juſt as 
he ſignified- this condeſcenſion, the goaler enter 
ed, and addreſſing himſelf to the ſuppoſed lady, 
expreſſed his ſatisfaction in having the-honour to 
tell her, that ſhe was no longer a priſoner. As 
the painter did not underſtand one word of what 
he faid, Peregrine. undertook: the office of inter- 


preter, and made his friend believe, the-goaler's- 


ſpeech was no other-than 
νννeꝛ B 3 
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miniſtry had ſent a ſurgeon to execute what was 
— and that the inſtruments and dreſſings 
in the next room. Alarmed and 
terrified at this fudden appointment] he flew to 
the other end of the room, and ſnatching up an 
earthen chamber-pot, which was the only of- 
fenſive weapon in the place, put himſelf in a 
poſture of defiance, and with many oaths threa- 
tened to try the temper of the barber's ſkull, if he 
_ preſume to ſet his noſe within the 1 


be goaler, who little expected ſuch a recep- 
tion, concluded that tbe poor gentle woman had 
actually loſt her wits, and retreated with precipi- 
tation, leaving the door open as he went out. 
Upon which Pickle, gathering up the particulars 
of his dreſs with great diſpatch, crammed them 
into Pallet's arms, and taking notice that now the 
coaſt was clear, exhorted him to follow his foot - 
| Reps to the gate, where a hackney- coach ſtood 
ſor his reception. There being no time for heſi- 
tation, the painter took his advice, and without 
quitting the utenſil, which in his hurry he forgot 
to lay down, fallied out in the rear of our hero, 
with all that wildneſs of terror and impatience 
which: may be reaſonably ſuppoſed to take poſſeſſi- 
on of a 25 flies from caſtration or perpetual 
imprifonment. Such was the tumult of his agita- 
tion, that his faculty of thinking was for the pre- 
ſent utterly overwhelmed, and he faw no object 
but his conductor, whom he followed by a ſort of 
inſtinctive impulſe, without g the keepers 
and centinels, who, as he with his cloaths 
under one arm, and his chamber-pot brandiſhed 
over his head, were confoudded, an even a 

ed at the ſtrange apparition. 
During the whole courſe of this ieruptions: be 
ceaſed not tocry with great vociferation, Drive, 
ann, 


. * 
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coachman, drive in the name of God ' And the 
carriage had proceeded the length of a whole ſtreet, 
before he manifeſted the leaſt ſign of reflection, 
but ſtared like the Gorgon's head, with his-mouth 
wide open, and each particular hair crawling and 
twining like an animated ſerpent. At length, 
however, he began to xegorer the uſe of his ſenſes, 
and aſked ii Peregrine thought him now out of all 
danger of being retaken. This unrelenting wag, 
not yet ſatisfied with the affliction he had impoſed 
upon the ſufferer, - anſwered with an air of doubt 
and concern, that he [hoped they would nat be 
overtaken, and prayed to God they might not be 
retarded by an Zmbaras. Pallet fervently joined 
in this ſupplication, and they advanced a few yards 
further, when the noiſe of a coach at full ſpeed 
behind them, invaded their ears; and Pickle ha- 
ving looked out at the window, withdrew his: 
head in ſeeming confuſion, and exlaimed, Lord 
have mercy upon us! I wiſh that may not be a 
guard ſent after us. Methinks 1 ſaw the mua- 
zle of a fuſil ſticking out of the coach.” The 
painter hearing theſe tidings, that inſtant thruſt 
himſelf half out at the window, with his helmet 
ſtill in his hand, bellowing to the coach- man as 
loud as he could roar, Drive, damn ye drive 
to the gates of Jericho and ends of the earth 
Drive, you raggamuffin, you rapſcallion, you hell- 
hound! drive us to the pit of hell, rather than 
wma ſhould be taken, and loſe the treaſures of vi- 
rility.“ | 3 1214 26 OR 
Such a phantom could not paſs, without at- 
tracing the curioſity of the people, who ran to 
their doors and windows, in order to bebald'this: 
object of admiration. With the ſame view that 
coach, which was ſuppoſed to be in purſuitof him, 
ſtopt juſt as the windows of each happened to be 
3 and Pallet looking behind, and fecing 
B 4 three 
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three men ſtanding upon the foot- board armed with 
cages, which his fear converted into fuſils, never 
6 _ his friend's ſuſpicion was juſt ; but, 
his jordan at the imaginary guard, ſwore 
— ooner die than part with his precious 
ware. The owner of the coach, who was a no- 
bleman of the firſt quality miſtook him for ſome © 
unbappy woman deprived of her ſenſes ; and or- 
dering his coachman to proceed, convinced the 
fugitive, to his infinite joy, that this was no more 
than a falſe alarm. He was not, for all that, 
freed from anxiety and trepidation; but our 
young gentleman, 1 his brain would not 
bear a repetition of the ſame joke, permitted him 
to gain his own lodgings, without further moleſta · 
tion. 
lis landlady meeting him on the ſtair, was fo 
affected at his appearance, that ſhe ſcreamed aloud, 
and betook herſelf to flight; while he, curſing 
her with great bitterneſs, ruſhed into the apartment 
of the doctor, who, inſtead of receiving him with 
cordial embraces, and congratulating him upon 
his deliverance, gave evident tokens of umb 
and diſcontent; and even plainly told him, he 
hoped to have heard that he and Mr, Pickle had 
_ acted the glorious part of Cato; an event which 
would have laid the foundation of ſuch noble ſtrug- 
gles, as could not fail to end in happineſs and free- 
dom; and that he had already made ſome progreſs 
in an ode that would have immortalized their 
names, and inſpired the flame of liberty in every 
honeſt breaſt. 4+ There (ſaid he) I would have 
proved, / that great talents, and high ſentiments of 
liberty, do reciprocally produce and aſſiſt each 
other; and illuſtrated my aſſertions with ſuch 
notes and quotations from the Greek writers, as 
would have opened the eyes of the moſt blind and 
WONG and touched * moſt callous 2 
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durate heart. O fool to think the man, whoſe am- 
— mind muſt graſp whatever yonder flars ſurvey— 

Mr. Pallet, what is your opinion of 
— of the mind's graſping the whole univerſe ? 
For my own part, I can't help thinking it the moſt 
happy deen that ever entered my Wy 
On. Is 3 13) 

The painter, whoWes x not ſuch a 8 
thuſiaſt in the cauſe of liberty, could not — 
the doctor's reflexions, which he thought ſavour- 
ed a little too much of indifference and defici 
in point of private friendſhip ; ; and therefore feized 
the preſent opportunity of r his pride, by 
obſerving, that the image was, without all doubt, 
very grand and magnificent; but that he had been 
obliged for the idea to Mr. Bays in The ＋ 
hearſal, who values himſelf upon 5 
conveyed in theſe words, But all theſe f 
when by the eye of reaſon” graſp d, &c. Jpen any 
other occaſion, the painter would hive: trium 
greatly in this detection; but ſuch was the flutter 
and confuſion of his ſpirits, under the apprehenſion 
of being retaken, that without further communi- 
cation, he retreated to his own room, in order to 
reſume his own. dreſs, which he hoped would 
alter his appearance in ſuch a manner, as to 
baffle all ſearch and examination; while the phy- 
ſician remained aſhamed and abaſhed, to find him 
ſelf convicted of plagiariſm by a perſon of ſuch 
contemptible talents. He was offended at this 
proof of his memory, and ſo much enraged at 
his preſumption in exhibiting it, that he could ne- 
ver forgive his want of reverence, and took every 
opportunity of expoſing his ignorance and folly in 
the ſequel. Indeed, the ties of private affection 
were too weak to e the heart of this repub- 
lican, whoſe on for the community had en- 
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tirely Geellowad up his concern for individuals. 
He looked upon particular friendſhip as a paſli- 
on unworthy of his ample foul; and was a pro- 
felled admirer -of | L. Manlius, Junius Brutus, 
and thoſe later patriots of the ſame name, 
who ſhut their ears againſt the cries of nature, and 
reſiſted all the diQates ide and Ka 


. . 
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Pallet conceives an | hearty contempt for his fellow- 
traveller, and attaches Denkolf 2 ** ickle, who, na- 
vertheleſs, perſecutes him tuith his mn, 
| alu, —_ the road to Flanders. 


-N the mean time, his companion having em 
ployed divers pails full of water, in clearing 
| himſelf from the ſqualor of a goal, ſubmitted, his 
face to the barber, tinged his eye-brows with a 
fable hue, and being dreſſed in his own-cloaths, 
ventured: to viſit Peregrine, who was ſtill under 
the hands of his valet de chambre, and who gave 
him to underſtand, that his eſcape had been con- 
nived at, and that the condition of their delive- 
_ was their departure from Paris f in three 
. 
The painter, was tranſported with; Joys when 
he learnt that he ran no riſque of being retaken ; 
and far ſrom repining at the terms of his enlarge» 
ment, would have willingly ſet out on his return 
to England that fame afternoon ;. for the Baſtile 
had made fuch an impreſſion epanihim;" that he 
Narted at the found of every coach, and turned. 
pale at the ſight of a French ſoldier. In the fulls 
neſs of his heart, he complained of the doctors 
indifference, and relathe w what had paſſed at their 
meeting with evident marks of reſentment and diſ- 


reſpect; which were not at all diminiſhed, when 
* : 
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Jolter informed him of the phyſician's behaviour, 
when he ſent for him, to conferabout the means of 
abridging their confinement. Pickle himſelf was 
incenſed at his want of bowels, and perceiving 
how much he had ſunk in the opinion of his fel- 
low. traveller, refolved to encourage theſe ſenti- 
ments of diſguſt, and occaſionally foment the divi- 
fion to a down-right quarrel, which he foreſaw 
would produce ſome diverſion, and perhaps ex- 
poſe the poet's character in ſuch a light, as would 
effectually puniſh him for his arrogance and bar- 
barity. With this view, he levelled ſeveral ſatiri- 
cal jokes at the doctor's pedantry and want of taſte, 
which had appeared ſo conſpicuous in the quotati- 
ons he had got by heart, from ancient authors, in 
his affected diſdain of the beſt pictures in the 
world; which, had he been endowed with the 
leaſt ſhare of diſcernment, he could not have be- 
held with ſuch inſenſibility; and laſtly, in his 
ridiculous banquet, which none but an egregious 
coxcomb, devoid of all elegance and ſenſe, would 
have prepared, of preſented to rational beings. In 
a word, our young Gentleman played the artille- 
ry of his wit againſt him with ſuch ſucceſs, that 
the painter ſeemed to wake from a dream, and 
went home with the moſt hearty contempt for the 
perſon he had formerly adored. - | 2» 0 
Inſtead of uſing the privilege of a friend, to 
enter his apartment without ceremony, he ſent 
in his ſervant with a meſſage, importing that he in- 
tended to ſet out from Paris next day, in company 
with Mr. Pickle, and deſiring to know whether 
or not he was, or would be prepared for the jour- 
ney. The doctor, ſtruck with the manner is 
well as the matter of this intimation, went im- 
mediately to Pallet's room, and demanded to- 
know the cauſe of ſuch a ſudden” determina- 
. ; en, 


» » 
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tion, without his privity or concurrence ; and when 
he underſtood the neceſſity of their affairs, rather 
than travel by himſelf, he ordered his baggage to 
be packed up, and ſignified his readineſs to con- 
form to the emergency of the caſe ; though he 
was not at all pleaſed with the cavalier behaviour | 
of Pallet, to whom he threw out ſome hints of his 
own importance, and the immenſity of his conde- 
ſcenſion, in favouring him with ſuch marks of re- 
gard. But by this time theſe inſinuations had loſt 
their effe& upon the painter, who told him with an 
arch ſneer, that he did not at all queſtion his learning 
and abilities, and particularly his ſkill in cookery, 
which he ſhould never forget while his palate re- 
tained its function; but nevertheleſs adviſed him, 
for the ſake of the degenerate eaters of theſe days, 
to ſpare a little of his ſal armoniac in the next ſyl- 
_ Iykickaby: he ſhould prepare; and bate ſomewhat 
of the devil's dung, which he had fo plentifully 
crammed into the roaſted fowls, unleſs he had a 
mind to convert his gueſts into patients, with a - 
view of licking himſelf whole for the expence of 
the entertainment. 

The Phyſician, nettled at theſe ſarcaſms, eyed 
nim with a look of indignation and diſdain, and 
being unwilling to expreſs himſelf in Engliſh, left 
in the courſe of the altercation Pallet ſhould be 
ſo much irritated as to depart without him, he 
-vented his anger in Greek, pronouncing with great 
. e Trp 4007 aryogiing, Toxeo, u 

ale. pers Baodeiow, The painter, though 

by the ſound | he- ſuppoſed this quotation to be 
reek, complimented his friend upon his know- 
ledge in the Welch language, and found means to 
rally him quite out of temper ; ſo that he reticed 
to his own chamber in the utmoſt wrath and mortifi- 


cation, and left his antagoniſt exulting o'er the vic- 
..tory he had won. 
While 


* 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 13 


While theſe things paſſed between theſe origi- 
nals, Peregrine waited upon the Embaſſador, 
whom he thanked for his kind interpoſition, ac- 
knowledging the indiſcretion of his own conduct 
with ſuch appearance of conviction, and promiſes 
of reformation, that his Excellency freely forgave 
him for all the trouble he had been put to on his 
account, fortified him with ſenſible advices, and 
aſſuring him of his continual favour and friend- 
ſhip, gave him at parting, letters of introduction 
to ſeveral perſons of quality belonging to the Britiſh 
court, 

Thus diſtinguiſhed, our young gentleman took 
leave of all his French acquaintance, and ſpent 
the evening with ſome of thoſe who had enjoyed 
the greateſt ſhare of his intimacy and confidence 
while Jolter ſuperintended- his domeſtic concerns, 
and with infinite joy beſpoke a poſt-chaiſe and 
horſes, in order to convey him from a place 
where he lived in continual apprebenſion of ſuf> 
| fering by the dangerous diſpoſition of his pu- 
pil. Every thing being adjuſted according to their 

plan, they and their fellow-travellers next” day 
dined together, and about four in the afternoon 
took their departure in two chaiſes, eſcorted by 
the valet de chambre, Pipes and the doctor's lacquey 
on horſeback, wel] furniſhed with arms and am- 


munition, in caſe of being attacked by robbers on 
the road. | 


It was about eleven o'clock at night when they 
arrived at Senlis, which was the place at which 
they propoſed to lodge, and where they were ob- 
liged to knock up the people of the inn, before 
they could have their - ſupper prepared. All the 
. proviſion in the houſe was but barely ſufficient to 
furniſh one indifferent meal; however, the pain- 
ter conſoled himſelf for the quantity with the qua- 
tity of the diſhes, one of which was a fricaſlte of 
NEST | rabbit, 
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rabbit, a preparation that he valued above all the 
dainties that ever ſmoaked upon the table of the 
ſumptuous Heliogabalus. 

He had no ſooner expreſſed himſelf to this ef- 
ſect, than our hero, who was, almoſt inceſſantly 
laying traps for diverſion at his neighbour's ex- 

ce, laid hold on the declaration; and recollect- 
ing the ſtory of Scipio and the muleteer in Gil 
Blas, reſolved to perpetrate a joke upon the ſto- 
mach of Pallet, which ſeemed particularly well 
diſpoſed to an hearty ſupper. He accordingly di- - 
geſted his plan ; and the company being ſeated at 
table, affected to gaze with peculiar eagerneſs at 
the painter, who had helped himſelt to a large 
portion of the fricaſſee, and began to ſwallow it 
with infinite reliſh. Pallet, notwithſtanding the 
keenneſs of his appetite, could not help taking no- 
tice of Pickle's demeanour ; and making a ſhort 

uſe in the exerciſe of his grinders, ** You are 
| ſurprized (faid he) to ſee me make ſo much diſ- 
patch ; but I was extremely hungry, and this is 
one of the beſt fricaſſecs I ever taſted: the F rench 
are very expert in theſe diſhes, that I muſt allow ; 
and upon my conſcience, I would never deſire to 
eat a more delicate rabbit than this that lies upon 
my plate.“ 

Peregrine made no other reply to this encomium, 
than the repetition of the word rabbit] with a note 
of admiration, and ſuch a ſignificant ſhake of the 
head, as effectually alarmed the other, who in- 


ſtantly ſuſpended the action of his jaws, and with 


the morſel half chewed in his mouth, ſtared round 
him with a certain ſtolidity of apprehenſion, 
which is eaſter conceived than deſcribed, until his 
eyes encountered the countenance of Thomas Pipes, 
who being inſtructed, and poſted oppoſite to him 
for the occaſion, exhibited an arch grin, that 
compleated the painter's diſorder. Afraid of ſwal- 
lowing 
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lowing his mouthful, and aſhamed to diſpoſe of it 
any other way, he fat fome time in a moſt diſ- 
treſſed ſtate of ſuſpence ; and being queſtioned by 
Mr. Jolter touching his calamity, made a violent 
effort of the muſcles of his gullet, which with 
difficulty performed their office ; and then, with 
great confuſion and concern, . aſked if Mr. Pickle 
ſuſpected the rabbit's identity. The young gentle- 
man aſſuming a myſterious air, pretended igno- 
rance of the matter, obſerving, that he was apt to 
ſuſpe& all diſhes of that kind, ſince he had been 
informed of the tricks which were commonly 
played at inns in -France, Italy and Spain, and 
recounted that paſſage in Gil Blas, which we have 
hinted at above ; ſaying, he did not pretend to be 
a connoiſſeur in animals, but the of the crea» 
ture which compoſed that fricaſſee did not, in his 
opinion, reſemble thoſe of the rabbits he had 
uſually ſeen. This obſervation had an evident 
effect upon the features of the painter, who with 
certain ſigns of loathing and aſtoniſhment, ex- 
claimed, Lord Jefus!”” and appealed to Pipes 
for a diſcovery of the truth, by aſking. if he knew 
any thing of the affair. Tom very gravely re- 
plied, that he did ſuppoſe the food was wholeſome 
enough, for he had ſeen the ſkin and feet of a ſpe- 
cial ram-cat, new flea'd, hanging upon the door 
of a ſmall. pantry adjoining to the kitchen. 
Before this ſentence was uttered, Pallet's bel 
feemed_ to move in contact with his back-bone, 
his colour changed, no part but the whites of his 
eyes were, to be feen, he dropped his lower jaw, 
and fixing his hands in Eis ſides, reached with ſuch 
convulſive agonies, as amazed and diſconcerted 
the whole company; and what augmented his 
diſorder, was. the - tenacious retention of his fis- 
mach, which. abſolutely refuſed to part with ns 
Dr Suey 5 contents, 
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contents, notwithſtanding all the energy of his 
abhorrence, which threw him into a cold ſweat, 
and almoſt into a ſwoon. | 
© Pickle, alarmed at his condition, aſſured him 
it was a genuine rabbit, and that he had tutored 
Pipes to ſay otherwiſe for the joke's ſake. But 
this confeſſion he confidered as a friendly artifice 
of Pickle's compaſſion, and therefore it had little 
effect upon his conſtitution. . By the aſſiſtance, 
however, of a large bumper of brandy, his ſpirits 
were recruited, and his recollection fo far recover- 
ed, that he was able to declare, with divers con- 
torſions of face, that the diſh had a particular 
rankneſs of taſte, which he had imputed partly to 
the nature of the French coney, and partly to the 
compoſition of their ſauces ; then he inveighed 
againſt the infamous practices of French publicans, 
attributing ſuch impoſition to their oppreflive go- 
vernment, which kept them ſo neceſſitous, that 
they were tempted to exerciſe all manner of 
knavery upon their unwary gueſts. | 
lolter, who could not find in his heart to let 
flip any opportunity of ſpeaking in favour of the 
French, told him, “ that he was a very great 
ſtranger to their police, elſe he would know, that 
if upon information to the magiſtrate, it ſhould ap- 
pear that any traveller, native or foreigner, has 
been impoſed upon, or ill-treated by a publican, 
the offender would be immediately obliged to ſhut 
up his houſe, and if his behaviour had been noto- 
rious, he himſelf would be ſent to the gallies, 
without the leaſt heſitation ; and as for the diſh 
which hath been made the occaſion of your preſent 
diſorder, (ſaid he) I will take upon me to affirm, 
it was, prepared of a genuine rabbit, which was 
. Kinned in my preſence ; and in confirmation of 
what I aſſert, though ſuch fricaſſees are not the 
* favourites of my taſte, I will eat a part of this 
| without 
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without ſcruple.” S0 faying, he ſwallowed ſeve · 
ral mouthfuls of the queſtioned. coney, and Pallet 
ſeemed to eye it again with inclination; nay, he 
even reſumed his knife and fork, and- being juſt 
on the point of applying them, was ſeized with 
another qualm of apprehenſion, that broke out in 
exclamation of, After all, Mr. Jolter, if it 
ſhould be a real ram-cat—Lord have mercy upon 
me ! here is one of the claws.” With theſe 
words he preſented the tip of a toe, of which Pipes 
had ſnipt off five or fix from -a duck that was 
roaſted, and purpoſely ſcattered them in the fri- 
caſſee: and the governor could not behold this 
teſtimonial without ſymptoms of uneaſineſs and 
remorſe ; ſo that he and the painter fat ſilenced 
and abaſhed, and made faces at each other, while 
the phyſician, who hated them both, exulted over 
their affliction, bidding them be of good chear, 
and proceed with their meal ; for he was ready to 
demonſtrate, that the fleſh of a cat was as nou- 
riſhing and delicious as veal or mutton, provided 
they could prove, that the ſaid cat was not of the 
boar-kind, and had fed chiefly on vegetable diet, 
or even confined its carniverous appetite to rats 
and mice, which he affirmed to be dainties of ex- 

quiſite taſte and flavour. He ſaid, it was a vulgar 

miſtake to think that all fieſh-devouting crea® 
tures were unht to be eaten; witneſs the con- 
ſumption of ſwine and ducks, animals that delight 
in carnage, as well as fiſh, that prey upon each 
other, and feed on bait and carrion; together 
with the demand for bear, of which the beſt 
hams in the world are made. He then obſerved, 
that the Negroes on the coaſt of Guinea, who 
are a healthy and vigorous people, prefer cats and 
dogs to all other fare; and mentioned from hiſtory 
ſeveral ſieges, during which the inhabitants, who 
were blocked up, lived oy mow animals; and 
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had recourſe even to human fleſh, which, to his 
certain knowledge, was in all reſpects preferable 
to pork ; for, in the courſe of his| ſtudies, he 
had, for the experiment's ſake, 0 a ſteak cut 
from the buttock. of a perſon who had been 
hapged. | 
This diſſertation, far from compoling, increaſed 
the diſquiet in the ſtomachs of the governor and 
painter, who hearing the laſt illuſtration, turned 
their eyes upon the orator, at the ſame inſtant, with 
looks of horror and diſguſt ; and the one mutter- 
ing the term Cannibal, and the other pronouncing 
the word abomination, they roſe from table in a 
t hurry, and running towards another apart- 
ment, juſtled with ſuch violence in the paſſage, 
that both were overturned by the ſhock, which 
alſo contributed to the effect of their ade that 
mutually defiled them as they lay. 


C HAP. LIII. | 

Nar i is the phyſician ſacred from his ridicule. They 

reach Arras, where our adventurer engages in 

play with two French Officers, who next morning 

five the landlord an iuteręſting proof of their 
Rn 


HOUGH Pickle enjoyed their diſaſter, he 

was reſolved to practiſe ſome invention up- 
on the doctor, that he might not triumph in his 
revenge with impunity; and thus determined, 
when Pallet bad overcome the malady of his own 
imagination, he imparted to him a plan of re- 
prizal, which agreeably flattered his reſentment; 
and was executed in this manner: as the. painter 
and phyſician lay in ſeparate beds in the ſame 
chamber, the former watched, till by the other's 
_— he was certified of his being falt aſleep; then 


moving 
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2 ſoftly to the door, Where Pipes ſtood 
1 farnifhod. for the purpoſe, took a tea 
— full of warm water, and cautiouſſy con- 
veying the ſpout under the cloaths of the doctor's 
bed, poured in the liquor, imperceptibly; to the 
quantity of half a gallon, and then retired” to reſt. 
Peregrine having undertaken to rouze his fel- 
low travellers in the morning, entered the doctor's 
apartment with the dawn, and waked them: both 
with the ſame hollow. The painter immediately 
ſprung out of bed; but the phyſician, finding him- 
ſelf drenched from head — was equally aſto- 
niſhed and aſhamed, never doubting that he had 
unfortunately bedewed himſelf in his fleep. - This 
miſtake he thought ſo inconſiſtent with the dig 
nity of his character, that he durſt not venture 
to diſcloſe his condition, eſpecially as be well 
knew how 2 the company — ſeize 
ſuch an occaſion of — merry at his ex- 
pence; and it would be — to con- 
ceal it from their if he ſhould be 
obliged to get up in their preſenoe: he therefore 
ſtill in the utmoſt perplexity and tribulation, whi 
his two companions, gueſſing his thoughts, and 
rejoicing at his anxiety, ſat down by his bedſide; 
and exhorted him to riſe. He told them, that 
having fweated profuſely all night, he _ not, 
with any regard to his health, get until 
"his ſkin 

deſired 


he ſhould be ſhifted, and the pores 
they 1 take the trouble of ſeeing che _— 
them 


- 
regularly cloſed; and in the mean time, 
put to the chaiſes, and the reckoning ad Fuſted ; 
ring them, he ſhould be ready to attend 
before their buſineſs could be diſpatched. - Our 
young gentleman gave him to underſtand, that 
Mr. * had charged himſelf with the payment 
of the bill, and the ſervants were now employed 
about the carriages, ſo that he had not a moment 
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to loſe; he therefore rung the bell for his foot - 
man, and bade eee e 
maſter with all poſſible ſpeed. 

Ere the fellow returned, it was broad day; 
and a meſſage came from the governor, import- 
ing that the horſes were yoked. The doctor's 
confuſion increaſed, he was tortured by the looks, 
and baited by the importunities of his company; 
and moreover, ſuffered the uncomfortable ſitua- | 
tion of being ſteeped, as he imagined, in his own 
brine. At length Peregrine, impatient of his 
delay, took the privilege of a comrade, and ac- 
cuſing the republican of floth, pulled off the bed- 
cloaths at one ſnatch, and diſplayed him at full 
length, in'this opprobious condition. 

The painter ſeeing him thus expoſed, lifted up 
his — and in affected aſtoniſhment, . Lord 
watch over us! (cried he) the doctor is a dead 
man; ſure the whole ſap of his body is run out, 
or have you ſpilt a whole diſh of fillykickaby in 
the bed ? for it ſmells curſedly ſtrong of fal ar- 
moniac.” Peregrine, in order to compleat the 
phyſician's overthrow, ſhut up his noſtrils with 
his finger and thumb, and aſked in a ſnuffling 
tone, if he was ſubje&t to that infirmity. | 

Unſpeakable were the ſhame and vexation of 
the modern Pindar on this occafion ; he was at 
the ſame time tormented with all the pangs which 
mortified vanity can feel, and agitated by all the 
furies of reſentment againſt the perſons who had 
detected his diſgrace, and who having thus in- 
ſulted him in his diſtreſs, quitted the room with a 
loud laugh, leaving him to the thorny refleftions 
of his own pride. Nor could the painter, who 
was not at all to be praiſed for his moderation, 
abſtain from certain ill-natured alluſions to his 
calamity, which by theſe means reached the ears 
of the governor, from whom (of all 2 * 

ir 
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defired to keep it concealed ; ſo that he remained 
ſullen and dejected during the whole journey : not - 
but that he attempted to recover his importance, 
by haranguing-upon the Roman highways, when 
Mr. Jolter defired the company to take notice 
of the fine pavement upon which th — 
from Paris into Flanders; but Pallet, — 
he had now gained the aſcendency over the "x 
cian, exerted himſelf in maintaining the ſuperiority 
he had acquired, by venting various ſarcaſms upon 
his ſelf-conceit and affectation of learning, 
and even uttering puns and conundrums upon 
the remarks which the republican retailed. When 
he talked of the Flaminian Way, the painter queſ- 
tioned if it was a better pavement than the Flamini- 
an way on which they travelled : and the doctor ha- 
ving obſerved, that this road was made for the 
convenience of drawing the French artillery into 
Flanders, which was often the ſeat of war; his 
competitor in wit replied with infinite vivacity, 
„ There are more guns than the French 
king knows of drawn along this cauſeway, doctor.“ 
ncouraged by the ſucceſs of theſe efforts, 
which tickled the' imagination of Jolter, and drew 
ſmiles (as he imagined) of approbation from our 
hero, he ſported in many other zquivokes of the 
ſame nature; and at dinner told the ph , that 
he was like the root of enen as org curſedly 
down in the mouth. © 
By this time, ſuch was the animoſity: ſubfiſt- 
ing between theſe quondam friends, that the) 
never converſed together, except with a view 
expoſing each othet to the ridicule or ate 
of their fellow-travellers. The doctor was at 
great puins to point out the folly and ignorance 
of Pallet in private to Peregrine, who was often 
conjured in the ſame manner by the painter, to 
an notice of »— ba. 
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and taſte. Pickle | pretended to acquieſce in * 
truth of their mutual ſeverity, which indeed was 
extremely juſt, and by malicious inſinuations 
blew. up their contention, with a view of bringing 
it to open hoſtility. But, both ſeemed ſo averſe 
to deeds of mortal ourpole,, that for a long time 
his arts were. baffled, and be could not ſpirit them 
up to any pitch of reſentment higher. than, un 
rilous repartee. 
_ Before they reached Arras, the city- gates were 
ſhut, ſo that they were obliged to take up their 
gat an indifferent . houſe in the ſuburbs, 
where they found a couple of French officers, 
who had alſo rode poſt frpm Paris, ſo far on their 
way to Liſle. Theſe gentlemen were about the 
age of thirty, and their deportment diſtinguiſhed 
by ſuch an air of inſolence, as diſguſted our hero, 
who, nevertheleſs, accoſted them politely in the 
they ſhould ſup together. 
thanked him for the honour of his invita- 
—. which, however, they declined, upon pre- 
tence of having ordered ſomething for themſelves ; 
but promiſed to wait upon him and his company 


e after their repaſt. 


This they | accordingly avs Nat 3 and. uſher 

ing drank a few glaſſes of Burgundy, one af 
them aſked, if the young gentleman would, for 
paſtime, take an hand at quadrille. Peregrine ea- 
fily divined the meaning of this propoſal, which 
was made with no other view than that of fleecing . 
him and his fellow-travellers ; for he well knew 


to what ſhifts a-ſubaltern. in the French, ſervice is 


reduced, in order to maintain the appearance of a 
gentleman, and had reaſon to believe chat maſt f 
them were ſharpers from their youth: but, as he 
depended. a good deal upon his own penetration 


and addreſs, he. gratified the ſtranger's deſire ; 
ated ang 
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the phyſician, the propoſer and himſelf, the: other 
officer having profeſſed himſelf utterly. ignorant 
of the game; yet, in the courſe of the play, he 
took his ſtation at the back of  Pickle's chair, 
which was oppoſite to his friend, on pretence of 
amuſing himſelf with ſeeing his manner of con- 
ducting the cards. The youth, was not ſuch a 
novice but that he perceived the deſign of this pal- 
pable piece of behaviour, which, notwithſtanding, 
he overlook'd for the preſent, with a view of flat- 
tering their hopes in the begining, that they 
might be the more effectually puniſhed, by their 
diſappointment in the end. e 
| The game was ſcarce begun, when by the re- 
flection of a glaſs he diſcerned the officer at bis 
back, making ſigns to his companion, who, by 
theſe pre-concerted geſtures, was perfectly inform- 
ed of the contents of Peregrine's hand, and of con- 
ſequence fortunate in the courſe of play. | 
Thus they were allowed to enjoy the fruits of 
their dexterity, until cheir money amounted to 
ſome Loui's ; when our young gentleman, think- 
ing it high time to do himſelf juſtice, fignihed in 
very polite terms to the gentleman who ſtood be- 
hind him, that he could never play with eaſe and 
deliberation when he was — by any by- 
ſtander, and begged that he would have the good- 
neſs to be ſeated. ? „ 
As this was a remonſtrance which the 48 
eould not with any ſhew of breeding reſiſt, 
aſked pardon, and retired to the chair of the phy- 
ſician, who frankly. told him, that it was not Fe 
faſhion of his country for one to ſubmit his hand 
to the peruſal of a ſpectator; and when in conle- 
quence. of this rebuff, he wanted to quarter himſelf 
upon the painter, he was refuſed: by a wave of 
the hand, and a ſhake of the head, with an 
exclamation, of, Pardannes moi./ which. was 7 
dll "P | 
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peated with ſuch emphaſis, as diſcompoſed his 
effrontery, and he found himſelf obliged to fit 
down in a ſtate of mortification. 
be odds being thus removed, fortune proceed- 
ed in her uſual channel; and though the French- 
man, deprived of his ally, endeavoured to practiſe 
divers ſtrokes of fineſſe, the reſt of the compa- 
ny obſerved him with ſuch vigilance and caution, 
as baffled all his attempts, and in a very little time 
he was compelled to part with his winning: but 
having engaged in the match with an intention of 
taking all advantages, whether fair or unfair, that 
his ſuperior ſkill ſhould: give him over the Engliſh- 
men, the money was not refunded without a thou- 
ſand diſputes, in the courſe of which he eſſayed to 
intimidate his antagoniſt with high words, which 
were retorted by our hero with ſuch intereſt, as con- 
vinced him that he had miſtaken his man, and 
perſuaded him to make his retreat in quiet. Indeed, 
it was not without cauſe that they repined at the 
bad ſucceſs of their enterprize; becauſe, in all 
' likelihood, they had nothing to depend upon for the 
preſent but their own induſtry, and knew not how 
to defray their expences on the road, except by 
ſome acquiſition of this kind. 
Next morning they roſe at day-break, and re- 
ſolving to anticipate their fellow-lodgers, beſpoke 
poſt-horſes as ſoon as they could be admitted into 
the city; fo that when our company appeared, 
their beaſts were ready in the yard; and 
only waited te diſcuſs the bill, which they had 
ordered to be made out. The landlord of the inn 
. preſented his carte with fear and trembling to one 
of thoſe ferocious cavaliers, who no ſooner caſt 
his eye upon the ſum total, than he diſcharged a 
volley of dreadful] oaths, and aſked if the king's 
' officers were to be treated in that manner. The 
poor publican proteſted with great humility, _ 
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he had the utmoſt reſpect for his ma * 
every thing that belonged to him; . 
from conſulting bis on inteteſt, all that he des 
fired was, to be barely, dere * ex- 
pence of their lodging. 

This condeſcenſion ſeemed to hae: no "ther 
effect than that of encouraging their arrogance. 
They ſwore his extortion ould be 1 yo to 
the commandant of the 'town, who would, by 
making him à public example, teach other 4 inn · 
keepers bow to behave towards men * honour ; 
and threatened , with ſuch. confidence of indigna- 
tion, that the wretched, landlord, dreading the 
conſequence of their wrath, implored pardon in 
the moſt abject manner, begging with many ſup- 
plications, that he might way the pleaſure . of 
lodging, them at his own! charge, I his Was A. fas 
vour which he with great difficulty obtained they 
chi him ſeverely for bis impoſition, gxharted. — 
to have more regard for ls αn 
well as the convenience of his gueſts; and 
cautioning him in particular touching his behaviour 
to the gentlemen, of the army, OI 
n and rode off in great * him 

ry thankful for haying ſo fin appealed | 

5 1 of two officers, who want heither i in- 
clination or ability to pay their bill: for experience 
had taught him to he apprehenſive of all ſuch tra- 
vellers, who commonly lay the landlord under 
contribution, by way of - atonement. for the extra- 
vagance of his demands, even after he has pro- 
feſſed his en entertain en on theic own 
terms. eee eee eee eee n 
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| God and the ſaints to Witneſs, that he ſhould have 
been z' Toſer by their ciſtom, even if the bill had 


their obſeons, nd: pe ChrLO Eve 
| ficers it France; that he. dt not di Hits he leaſt 


indcurring Weir fürüte teſentmehnt, wich we 


his governor, aſked if this too Was a proof of 


vulgar, becauſe it was to be preſumed, that their 
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been paid; becauſe be wa on, his guard againſt 


article at 
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efroditiſtance of their will fe r Had ne ſe conſe 
under the c der of the' aac" he muE 
in *coiirſe have ſuffered by the maxims of their 
government; which never fail to abet the oppreſ- 
fon ef che er; and beſides fun dre riſ vas 
] 
faſicient'ts tum hüt from top to Bottom 
Our hers Boled With indignatior at this ĩnſtance 
of injuſtice and arbitrary power; and turning to 


the happineſs enjoyed by the French people. Jolter 
replied,” that every human conſtitution muſt in ſome 


things be imperſect; and own'd"that'in this kings 
dom gentlemen were more countenanced than the 


own ſentiments of *honour and ſuperior qualificas 
Hons, would entitle them to this prebeminence, 
which had alſo a retroſpective view to the merit 
of their anceſtors, in conſideration of which they 

| Were 
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were at firſt ennobled : but he affirmed, that the 
inn-keeper had miſrepreſented. the magiſtracy, which 
ia France never failed to puniſh flagrant. outrages 
and abuſe, without reſpect of.;perſons..... ...-.; 

| The painter; approved of the wiſdom; of, the | 
French government, in bridling the inſolence 
the mob, by which. he aſſured them, the h 


often ſuffered in his own perſon ;baving 'heen- 


often beſpattered by backney-coachmen, juſtled by 
draymen and porters; and..reviled in the 
probtious terms by the watermen of London, whers | 
he had once loſt his bag, and a conſiderable, quan- 
tity of hair, which had been cut off by ſome 
d mayor 785 proceſſion... On the at hand, the 
doctor with great warmth alledged, that tho e of- 
ficers ought. to ſuffer death, or baniſhment at leaſt, 
for having plundered. the people .in this manner 
which-was ſo impudent and barefaced, as plainly. te 
prove they were certain of eſcaping with! impunity, 
and that they were old offenders in the ſame degree 
of delinquency. He ſaid, that the greateſt man 
in Athens would. have been condemned to | 


tual exile, and ſcen his eſtate confiſcated for 3M 2 


lic uſe, had he dared in ſuch a licentious man 
to violate the rights of a fellow-citizen * and 
ſor the little affronts to which a man may be ſub⸗ 2» 


jeR, from the petulance of the multitude, ho X 


looked upon them as glorious indications of li- 
berty, which ought not to be repreſſed, and would 
at any time rejoice to find himſelf overthrown in 
a kennel by the inſolegce of a ſon of freedom, even 
though the fall ſhould coſt him a limb: adding, 
by way of illuſtration, that the greateſt pleaſure 
he ever enjoyed, was in ſeeing a duſtman wilfully 

overturn a gentleman s coach, in which two ladies 
were. bruiſed, even to the danger of their liyes.; 
Pallet, 3 at the ae PEE ecla- 
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tion, „If that be the caſe (ſaid he) I wiſh you 
may ſee eyery bone in your body broke, by the 
firſt carmin you meet in the ſtreets of London.” 
© This argument being diſcuſſed, and the reckon- 
ing diſcharged without any deduction, although the 
landlord, in ftating the articles, had an eye to 
the loſs he had ſuſtained by his own country- 
men, they departed from Arras, and arrived in 
ſafety at Liſle, about two o'clock in the after- 
8 . 207 

They had ſcarce taken poſſeſſion of their lodg- 
ings, in a large hotel on the Grande Place, when 
the iun · keeper gave them to underſtand, that he 
kept an ordinary below, which was frequented by 
ſeveral Engliſh gentlemen who reſided in town, 
and that dinner was then upon the table. Pere- 
grine, who ſeized all opportunities of obſerving 
new characters, perſuaded his company to dine in 

ublic ; and they were accordingly conducted to 

he place, where they found a mixture of Scotch 
and Dutch officers, who had come from Holland 
to learn their exerciſes at the academy, and ſome 
gentlemen in the French ſervice, who were upon 
garriſon duty in the citadel. Among theſe laſt was 
a perſon about the age of fifty, of à remarkably 
genteel air and polite addreſs, dignified with 2 
alteſe croſs, and diſtinguiſhed by the particular 
veneration of all thoſe who knew him. When 
he- underſtood that Pickle and his friends were 
travellers, he accoſted the youth in Engliſh, which 
he ſpoke tolerably well; and as they were ftran- 
gers, offered to attend them in the afternoon to 
all the places worth ſeeing in Liſle. Our hero 
thanked him for his exceſs of politeneſs, which 
(he ſaid) was peculiar to the French nation; and 
ſtruck with his engaging appearance, induſtriouſſy 

_ Courted his converfation, in the courſe of which 
he Jearnt; that this chevalier was a man of good 
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ſenſe and great experience, that he was per 
ſectly well acquainted with the greateſt part of 
Europe, had lived ſome years in England, and 
was no ſtranger to the conſtitution - and n, 
of that people. * 
Having dined, and drank to the healtlis 6f the 
Engliſh and French kings, two Fiacres were call- 
ed, in one of which the knight, with one of h 
companions, the governor and Peregrine ſeated 
themſelves, the other being occupied oY Rn 
ſician, Pallet and two Scotilh officers, who p 
ſed to accompany them in their circuit. The ſt. 
place they viſited was the citadel, round the ram 
parts of which they walked, under the conduct of* 
the knight, who explained with great acTUrRCY the" 
intention of every particular fortification belong] 
to that ſeemingly impregnable fortreſs ; and when ' 
they had ſatisfied their curioſity, took coach again, 
in order to view the arſenal, which ftands in ano- 
ther quarter of the town: but juſt as Pickle's car- 
riage had croſſed the Promenade, he heard his 
own name bawled aloud by the painter; and or- 
dering the Fiacre to ſtop, ſaw Pallet with one half 
of his body thruſt out at the window of the other” 
coach, crying with a terrified look, * Mr, Pickle,” 
Mr. Pickle, for the love of God! halt, and pre- 
vent bloodſhed, elſe here will be carnage and cum 
ting of throats.” Peregrine, ſurprized "at" this" 
exclamation, immediately alighted, and advancing? 
to the other vehicle, found one of their military 
companions ſtanding upon the ground, at the fur- 
ther fide of the coach, with his ſword drawn, and 
fury in his countenance ; and the phyſician, with 
a quivering lip and baggard aſpect, ſtruggling with: 
the other, who had interpoſed in the quarrel, and” 
detained him in his place. 5 
Our young gentleman, upon inquiry, found 
that this animoſity had ſprung from x diſpute that 
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happened upon the ramparts, touching the FR 2 
of, the fortification, ,which the doctor, according 
to cuſtom, underyalued, becauſe it was àa modern 
work; ſaying, that by the help of the military 
engines uſed among the ancients, and a few thou- 
ſands of pioneers, he would engage to take it in 
leſs than ten days after he ſhould fit down be- 
_ fore it. The North-Briton, who was as great a 
pedant as the phyſician, having ſtudied fortifica- 
tion, and made himſelf maſter of Cæſar's Com- 
mentaries and Polybius, with the obſervations 
of Folard, affirmed, that all the methods of be- 
ſieging practiſed by the ancients, would be ut- 
terly ineffectual againſt ſuch a plan as that of the 
oh of Liſle ; and began to compare the Vi- 
neæ, Aggeres, Arietes, Scorpiones and Catapultæ 
of the Romans, with the trenches, mines, batte - 
ries and mortars uſed in the preſent art of war. 
The republican, finding himſelf attacked upon 
what he thought his ſtrong fide, ſummoned all his 
learning to his aid; and deſcribing the famous. 
ſiege of Platza, happened to miſquote a paſſage . 
of Thucydides, in which he was corrected by the 
other, who having been educated for the church, 
was alſo a connoifleur in the Greek language. 
The doctor, incenſed at being detected in ſuch a 
blunder, in preſence of Pallet, who (he knew) 
would promulgate his ſhame, told the officer, with , 
great arrogance, that his. objection was frivolous, 
and that he muſt not pretend to diſpute on theſe 
matters with one who had conſidered them with. 
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tongue, he was no other than an ignorant pre- 
e This aſſeveration r an anſwer L BE 
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of 1 includipg a national reflection upom 
the ſoldier's country ; 1 and the contention roſd 0 
mutual abuſe, when it was ſuppreſſed by the ad- 

admonitions of the othet two, who, begged- theß 


would not. ſe. themſelves in afrange pl 
but behave; t K ee = 
friends. They accordingly ceaſed reviling each 


other, and the affair was feemin beg forgot; but, 
after they had * 7 their in the coach, 
the painter unfortunately Ay the meaning of 

the word Tottoife, which he had heard them 
mention'among the Roman implements of war. 
This queſtion was anſwered by the 2 os 
deſcribed the nature of this, expedlienſt ſo lia | 
the ſatisfaction of the officer, that he — 
him flatly, in the midſt of bis explanation; a. cir- 
cumſtance which provoked the republican to _ 
a degree, that in the temerity of his paſſion, he 
uttered. the epithet impertinent ſcoupdrel; Which 
was no ſooner.. pronounced than the Caledonian, 

made manual application to his noſe; and leaping”. 

out of the coach, ſtood waiting for him on th 
plain; while he (the pbyſician). made feeble ei- 
forts to join him, being eaſily retained by the 
other ſoldier; and Pallet, dreading. the; conſe-, 
quence in which, he himſelf might be involved, 
bellowed aloud for prevention. /- . 

Our hero endeavoured to quiet the <vemrmotions: | 
by repreſenting to the; Scot, that. he bad already 
taken ſatisſaction for the i injury be had received; 

_ and-telling the doctor, that he had deſerved the 
chaſtiſement which was inflicted ; upon him: but 
the officer {encouraged perhaps by the conſuſion of 
his antagogiſt] inſiſſed upon his Aking pardon; foe! 
what be had, aid; and the doctor, beheving, him- 
ſelf under the protection of this ——— Pickle, far, 
fram agreeing to fuch, conceſſion, breathed-nothing, 
buy ur die and. e lo dati . 
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m order to prevent miſchief, put the ſoldier wild 
arreſt, and ſent him to his lodgings, under the 
care of the other French TG and his own 

ion; they being alſo accompanied by Mr. 
Jolter, who Far formerly ſeen all the curioſities 
of Liſle, willingly ſurrendered his 'place to the 
phyſician. 


3 "CHAP. i | 
Pickle engages toith a knight of Malta, in a conver- 
ation upon the Engliſh flage, which is followed 
hy. ©. difſertation on the theatres f the ancients, 


w the doctor. 


HE reft of the company Seocedad to the 

arſenal, which having viewed, together with 
— remarkable churches, they, in their return, 
went to the comedy, and ſaw the Cid of Corneille 
tolerably well repreſented. In conſequence of this 
entertainment, the diſcourſe at ſupper turned upon 
dramatic performances; and all the objections of 
Monſ. de Scudery to the piece they had ſeen acted, 
together with the deciſion of the French academy, 
were eanvaſſed and diſcuſſed. The knight was a 
man of letters and taſte, and particularly well ac- 
quainted with the ſtate of the Engliſh ſtage; ſo 
that when the painter boldly pronounced ſentence 
againſt the French manner of acting, on the 
ſtrength of having frequented a- Covent- Garden 
club of 'criticks, and been often admitted by vittue 
of an order, into the pit; a compariſon immediately 
enſued, not between the authors, but the actors 
of both nations, to whom the chevalier and Pere- 
pie were no ſtrangers. Our hero, like a good 

ngliſhman, made no ſcruple of giving the Pre- 

ference to the performors of his on country, 
who, he alledged, obeyed the genuine impulſes 
of nature, in exhibiting the paſſion of the human 
mind ; 'and entered fo rage md into the ſpirit of 
their 
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their ſeveral parts, that they often fancied them- 

felves the very heroes they repreſented. Whereas, 

the action of the Pariſian players, even in their moſt 

intereſting characters, was generally ſuch an ex+ 

travagance in voice and geſture, as is no where to 


d 


be obſerved but on the ſtage. To illuſtrate this 


aſſertion, he availed himſelf of his, talent, and 
mimicked the manner and voice of all the princi 

performers, male and female, belonging to the 
French comedy; to the admiration of the chevalier, 
who having complimented him upon this ſurpriſing 
modulation, begged leave to diſſent in ſome particus 
lars from the opinion he had avowed. © That you 
have good 
unjuſt and abſurd in me to deny; your theatre is 
adorned by one woman, whoſe ſenſibility and 
ſweetneſs of voice is ſuch as I have never obſerved 
on any other ſtage ; ſhe has, beſides, an elegance 
of perſon and expreſſion of features, that wonder< 


fully adapt her for the moſt engaging characters of - 


our beſt plays; and I muſt freely own that I have 
as highly delighted, and as deeply affected, 


by a Monimia and Belvidera at London, as ever 


I was by a Cornelia and Cleopatra at Paris. 
You can, moreover, boaſt of ſeveral comic actors 


who are perfect maſters of bu and gri- 


mace ; though, to be free with you, I think, im 
theſe qualifications you are excelled by the players 
of Amſterdam: neither are you deſtitute of thoſe, 
who, with a good deal of cultivation, might ac- 
quire ſome degree of excellence in the repreſenta 
tion of tragic characters: but I ſhall never ceaſe 
to wonder that the Engliſh, who are certainly a 
ſenſible and diſcerning people ſhould” be ſo much 


infatuated, as to applaud and careſs with the maſt. 
extravagant approbation, not to ſay adoration and 
regard, one or two gracioſo's, who, I will de 
bold to ſay, would ſcarce be able to carn*theis 


actors in England, (faid he) it would be 
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bread 7 their talents, on any other theatre under 
the ſuh. / T have ſeen one of theſe, in the cele- 
brated part of Richard the third, which, I be- 
lieve; is not a character of ridicule, ſollicit and 


triumph in the laugh of the audience, during the 


beſt part of a ſcene in which the author has repre- 
ſented that prince as an object of abhorrence. I 
have obſerved the ſame: perſon in the character of 


Hamlet, ſhake his fiſt wich all the demonſtrations ' 


of wrath at his miſtreſs, for no evident cauſe, and 
behave like a ruffiag to his own mother. Shocked 
at ſuch want of dignity and decorum in a prince, 


who ſeemed the favourite of the people, 1 con- 


demned the genius that produced him, but, upon 
2 ſecond peruſal of the play, transferred my cen- 
ſure to the actor, who, in my opinion, had egre- 
giouſly miſtaken the meaning of the poet. At a 
juncture, when his whole foul ought to be alarm- 
ed with terror and amazement, and all his atten- 
tion engroſſed by the dreadful object in view, I 
mean that of his friend whom he had murdered ; 
he expreſſes no paſſion; but that of radiggation 
againſt a drinking glaſs, which he violently daſhes 
in pieces on the floor, as if he had perceived a ſpi- 
der in his wine; nay, while his eyes are fixed up- 
on the ground, he ſtarts at the image of a dagger, 
which be pretends to ſee above his head, as it the 
pavement was a looking - glaſs that repreſented it. 
by reflexion: and at one time, I ſaw him walk as, 


croſs the ſtage, and lend an inferior -charaQter a 


box on the ear, after he had with great wrath pro- 


nounced . Take thou that, or ſome. equivalent 
exclaniation, at the other end. of the ſcene. . He 


repreſents the grief of an hero, by the tears and 
manver'sf/ a whiving ſchool-boy, and perverts, che 


gentoel deportment of a gentleman, into the idle, 
baffoonery of a miſerable tobacconiſt; his whole, 


att is no other: than a ſucceffion of ſaancſe yociferas; | 
tio 


aid 75 — 95 
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tion, ch "As I have Ar cells of | Bedlam am, 


a ſlowneſs, 1 e 100 1 of n As i 
he was troubled, with an aſthma, convulſive ſtalt⸗ 
ings, and a dailies of features, ſuited to the m 
extravagant tran ſitio 18. iP, a word, he i is lefſed, 
with, a "Epics ich 9 reat. ware of. vivaci- 
al 5 it in poin f feelin judgment, and. grace, 
2 I 9 5 Altoge Ne TID | 
on is 1 4 in dreſs, which is ſo ab 
furd, that he acts the part of a yourbfil prince, in | 
the habit of an  undertaker, and. exhibits the Bay, 
faſhionable Lothafſo, in the appearance ( of a 1 
tebank. 1 beg Pardon for ti eating this darfing of 
the 'Ex gli with a little ceretnony 3 Anck to con- 
waer ou of my candout, , frankly confeſs, that. 
notwithſtanding all T have faid, he is | qualified to 
make a'confi derable figure in the low characters of 
humour, which are fo much reliſhed by Lopdon 
40 ee if he could be ptevailed uf on to abate* | 
of 75 mvtiftrous' burleſque, which. an outfage' 
gat 54 N 20 Coche ſenſe As. for us, | 
Wich an equal ſhare 
= 11 2 5 to Him it perſonal 4 MAE 2; 
bellnet, and Voice. © His utterance 18 à Sontinu- 


28 


4 1 Uke the chantin and His. 
aQiot is that 10 Fr ba 5 0 the 
hol” "In His out 'deps aA, 
ſees c ho e the oO: of f Betty" 
inſoleace of mien, ads he crafty, tool, defign 
ing Crookback, AS A ud, ae dle 
ector; in the hater of the mild gage le 
rus, loſes all teraper and Hecorlin 4 hay; "He ren. 
lous. i bebavioof of him abe Chili © At theilt 
intery 1 Mat 155 foot to kor, Ang Sringing „ 
Gch dihet,. with the aff ect of tw ena enra ged,” * 
they thruſt their left ſides tog ether, "with 9 3 


ſhocks, that the hilts of weis (words may claſh'for” 


_ the, {itetiainment of che IL 


+ 


; 
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were a couple of Merry Andrews, endravouring 
to raiſe the laugh of the vulgar, on ſome ſcaffol 
at Bartholomew Fair, The deſpair of a great man 
who falls a ſacrifice te the infernal practices of a 
ſubtle 1 that enjoyed bis confidence, this 
agliß ſopus "repre ents, by is his ow 
forchead, and bellowing like a, bull ; I ind 
in almoſt all his moſt intereſting ſcenes, performs 
ſuch ſtrange ſhakings of the head, and 'other anti 
Leerer that when I firſt ſaw him act, 1 
magined the poor man laboured under that para] 
tical diſorder, which is known by the name of b 
Vitus's dance, In ſhort, he ſeems to be a firan- 
ger to the more refined ſenſations of the Ku * 
ſequently his expreſſion i is of the vulgar d, and 
he. mult often fink under the idea of the poet; ſo 
that he has recourſe to ſuch violence of affected 
agitation, as impoſes upon the undiſcerning ſpecta- 
tor, but to the, eye of taſte, evinces him a meer 
player of that Claſs whom your. admired Shake- 
nk juſtly compares as joe 8 journeymen tear- 
aſhon, to rags, Vet this man, in ſpite of 
all e or lite, os is an admirable Falſtaff, exhi- 
bits the character of the eighth Henry to the life, 
is-reaſonably applauded i in the Plain Dealer, excels 
in the part of Sir John Brute, and would be equal 
to. many humoraus ſituations , in low comedy, 
which his pride will not allow him to undertake. 
I ſhould not have been ſo ſevere upon theſe rivals, © 
had not I ſeen them extolled by their partizans, with 
the moſt ridiculous and. fulſome manifeſtation of 
praiſe, even in thoſe very circumſtances. wherein, 
N have obſerved) they chiefly failed.“ 
- , Pickle, not a little piqued to hear the qualifies. 
tions of the two moſt celebrated actors in ngland. 
treated with ſuch freedom and diſreſpect, anſwered, 
with ſome aſperity, that the chevalier was a true 2 
eruick,. more GT] in ea ben 
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than- in acknowledging the excellence of thoſe 
who fell under his examination. It was not to be 
ſuppoſed that one actor could ſhine equally in all 
characters; and though his obſervations were un- 
doubtedly very judicious, he himſelf could not 
help wondering that ſome of them had always e- 
caped his notice, though he had been an affiduqus 
frequenter of the play-houſe. Ihe two players 
in queſtion, ſaid he, have, in your own opinion, 
a conſiderable ſhare of merit in the characters of 
comic life; and as to the manners of the great 
perſonages in tragedy, and the operation of the 
grand pafſions of the ſoul, I apprehend, they may 
be variouſly repreſented, according to the various 
complexion and cultivation of different men. 
Spaniard, for example, though impelled by the 
ſame paſſion, will expreſs it very differently from a 
Frenchman ;; and what is looked upon as graceful 
vivacity.and-addteſs by the one, would be confi- 
dered as impertinence and foppery by the other; 
nay, ſo oppoſite is your common deportment from 
that of ſome other nations, that one of your own 
countrymen, in the relation of his travels ob- 
ſerves, that the Perſians, even of this age, when 
they ſee. any man perform unneceſlary geſtures, ſay 
e 1 
urk, 


he is either a fool ora Frenchman. The 
of demeanour being thus unſettled, 'a | 
Moor, an Indian, or inhabitant of any country, 
whoſe cuſtoms and dreſs are widely different from 
ours, may in his ſentiments, poſſeſs all the dignity 

of the human heart, and be inſpired by. the noble 5 
paſſion that animates the ſoul, and yet excite the 


: : 


laughter rather than. the elpe@ of an Fitopean 
ator. * oh els 46 | 1 1 | af 4 | TN 
"When I firſt beheld your famous Pariſian ſtage 
heroine, in one of her principal parts, her atti»' 
tudes ſeemed ſo violent, and ſhe toſſed her arms 
around with ſych extravagance, that ſhe put me in 
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mind of a windmill under the agitation of a hard 
gale; while her voice and features exhibited the 
lively repreſentation of an Engliſh ſcold. The 
Action of , Your favourite male- performer was, in 
my opinion, equally unriatural ; he appeared with 
the affected airs of a daricipg-maſter ; ; at the moſt 
pathetic junctures of his fate, he lifted up his hands 
above his head, like a tumbler going to vault, = 
5 as if his throat had been obſtrufted by a 
hair-bruſh ; yet, when I compared their manners 
with thoſe of the people before whom they per- 
formed, and made allowance for that exaggetation 
which obtatni on all theatres, I was inſenſibly re. 
conciled to their method of performance, and 
could diſtinguiſh abundance of merit beneath that 
oddity of appearance.” 
The chevalier perceiving Peregrine a little irri- 
tated at what he had ſaid, aſked in ardon for the li- 
berty he had taken, in cenſuring the Engliſh play- 
ers, aſſuring him that he had an infinite Nee 
for the Britiſh learning, genius and taſte, which 
were ſo juſtly. diſtinguiſned in the world of let- 
ters; an that notwithſtanding the ſeverity of his' 
criticiſm, he thought the theatre of 'London much 
tter ſupplied with actors than that of Paris.” The. 
Sung S gentleman thanked him for bis polite conde- 
„ at which Pallet exulted, ſaying with A, 
Ee the head, I believe ſo 200; Morficur,” 
109 the ph yiician,” impatient of the diſpute "In 
which he 9920 bore no ſhare, obſerved with a ſu- 
percilious air, that the modern ſtage was altoge- 
ther beneath the notice of ane who pad an a ir | 
ancient magnificence and” execution; that | 
ought, to be exhibited at the expe e of .thie* 52 
as thoſe of Sophocles were 'by the Abe ; and, 
that proper judges ſhould be appointed for receiving 
or. tending all ſuch performances ; as ate offered to 
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He chen deſcribed the theatre at Rome, which 
contained eighty thouſand ſpectato rs, gave them 
a learned diſquiſition into the nature of; the Per- 
ſona, or maſk; worn'by the Roman actors, which, 
he ſaid, was a machine that covered the whole 
head, furniſhed- on the inſide with a brazen con- 
cavity, that, by reverberating the ſound as it iſ- 
ſued from the mouth, raiſed the voice, ſo as to 
render t audible to ſuch an extended audience. 
He explained the difference between the Saltator 
and Declamator, one of whom acted, while the 
other rehearſed the part; and from thence took 
occaſion to mention the perſection of their pan 
tomimes, who were ſo amazingly diſtinct in the 
exerciſe of their art, that a certain prince of Pon- 
tus being at the court of Nero, and ſeeing one of 
them repreſent a ſtory, begged. him of the empe- 
ror, in order to employ him as an interpreter a- 
mong barbarous nations, whoſe language he did 
not underſtand "Nay, divers cynic pliloſophers; 
who had condemn "this: entertainment unſeen, 
when they chanced to be eye-witnefles "of their? 
admirable dexterity, expreſſed their ſorrow for ha- 
ving ſo long debarred themſelves of ſuch . 

enjoyment. 1 
He diſſented, N the. opinion of pe- 
regrine, who, as a proof of their excellence, had 
advanced, that — of the Engliſh actors fancied; 
theinſelves the vety thing they repreſented. and re- 
counted a ſtory from «Lucian; of a certain cele- 
brated pantomime, who iu acting the part of Ajax 
in his frenzy, was tranſported into a real fit of de- 
lirium, during which he tore to pieces the cloaths-: 
of that actor who ſtalked beſore him, beating the 
ſtage with iron ſhoes, in order to increaſe; the noiſe, 
ſnatched an inſtrument from one of the muſicians, 
and broke it oyer the head of him who repreſent- 
& Ulyſſes; and running to the conſular bench, 
| miſtook. 
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miſtook a couple of ſenators for the ſheep which 
were to be ſlain. The audience applauded him to 
the ſkies; but ſo conſcious was the mimic of his 
own extravagance, when he recovered the uſe of 
his reaſon, that he aQually fell ſick with mortifica- 
tion; and being afterwards deſired to re- act the 
piece, flatly refuſed to appear in any ſuch character, 
ſaying, that the ſhorteſt follies were the beſt, and 
that it was ſufficient for him to have been a mad- 


man once in his life. 


CHAP. LVI. 
An adventure happens to Pipes, in conſequence of 
_ which he is diſmiſſed from Peregrine's ſervice. 
- The twhole company ſet out for Ghent in the Di- 
ligence. Our hero is SIS by a lady in that 
carriage; intere/ts her ſpiritual director in bis 


| egos eek 


HE doftor being fairly engaged on the ſub- 
ject of the ancients, would have proceeded 
the Lord knows how far, without heſitation, had 
not he been interrupted by the arrival of Mr. Jol- 
ter, who in great — told them, that Pipes 
having affronted a ſoldier, was then ſurrounded in 
the ſtreet, and would certainly be put to death, if 
ſome perſon of authority did not man in- 
terpoſe in his behalf. a 
- Peregrine no ſooner learn'd the danger of his 
truſty ſquire, than ſnatching up his ſword, he ran 
down ſtairs, and was followed by the Chevalier, 
intently nim to leave the affair to his manage - 
ment. Within ten yards of the door they found 
Tom with his back to a wall, defending, himſelf: 
manfully with a mopſtick againſt the aſfault of 
three or four ſoldiers, who at fight of the Malteſe 


n and were taken in- 
10 
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to cuſtody by order of the knight. One of t 
aggreſſors being an Iriſhman, begged to be h 
with great importunity, before he ſhould be ſent to 
the guard; and by the mediation of Pickle, was 
accordingly brought into the Hotel, with his com- 
panions, all three bearing upon their heads and 
faces evident marks of their adverſary's prowels 
and dexterity. The ſpokeſman being confronted 
with Pipes, informed the company, that having 
by accident met with Mr. Pipes, whom he con- 
ſidered as his countryman, though fortune had 
diſpoſed of them in different ſervices, he invited 
him to drink a glaſs of wine; and accordingly 
carried him to a Cabaret, where he introduced 
him to his comrades ; but in the courſe of the 
converſation, which turned upon the power and 
eatneſs of the kings of France and England, 
r. Pipes. had been pleaſed to treat. his Moſt 
Chriſtian Majeſty with great diſreſpect; and when 
he (the entertainer) expoſtulated with him in a 
friendly manner about his impolite behaviour, ob- 
ſerving, that he being in the French ſervice, . 
would be under the neceflity of reſenting his 
abuſe, if he did not put a ſtop to it before the 
other gentlemen of the cloth ſhould comprehend 
his meaning, he had ſet them all three at de- 
fiance, diſhonoured him in particular with the op- 
probrious epithet of rebel le his native king and 
country, and even drank (in broken French) to the 
perdition of Lewis and and all his adherents ! that 
compelled by this outragious conduct, he, as the 
perſon who had recommended him to their ſociety, 
had, in vindication of his own character, deman- 
ded ſatisfaction of the delinquent, who on pretence 
of fetching a ſword, had gone to his lodging, from 
whence he all of a ſudden fallied upon them with 
the mopftick, which he employed in the wy 
8 Snot f ; > 7 an | 
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ance of them all without diſtinction, fo that they, 
were obliged to draw in their own defence. 
Pipes being queſtioned by his maſter, with re⸗ 
gard to the truth of this account, owned that 
Every circumſtance : was, juſtly repreſented; fay-. 
ing, he did not value their cheeſe-toaſters a pinch 
of oakum-; and that if the gentlemen had not 
ſhot in betwixt them, he would have . trimmed. 
them to ſuch a tune, that they ſhould not have 
had a whole yard to ſquare. Peregrine repri- 
manded him ſharply for his unmannerly behaviour, 

and inſiſted upon his aſking pardon of thoſe he had 

injured, upon the ſpot. But no, conſideration Was 
efficacious-enough to produce ſuch conceſſion; to 
this command he was both deaf and dumb, and 
the repeated threats of his maſter had no more 
effect than if they had been addreſſed to a mar - 
ble ſtatue. At length, our hero incenſed at his 
obſtinacy, © ſtarted up, and would have chaſtiſed 
him with manual operation, had not he been pre- 
vented by the Chevalier, who found means to mo- 
derate his indignation ſo far, that he contented 
himſelf with difmiſſing the offender from his ſer-, 
vice; and after having obtained the diſcharge of 
the priſoners, gave them a Louis to drink, by way, 
of recompence for the diſgrace and damage when 
had ſuſtained. 

The Knight perceiving our young gentleman 
very much ruffled at this accident, and reflecting, 
upon the extraordinary deportment and a | 
ance of his valet, whoſe hair had by this tune, 
adopted a grizzled hue, imagined he was ſome, 
favourite domeſtic, who had grown grey in the 
ſervice of his maſter's * and that, of con- 
ſequence, he was uneaſy at the aerifice he had. 
made. Sway ed by this conjecture, he earneſtly, 
ſolicited in his behalf; but all be could obtaing; 
Was a promiſe of re- admitting him into favour be 
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cheers already propoſed, or at leaft on condition 
that he ſhould make his acknowledgment. to the 
Cbevalier, for his want of reyerence and reſpec 
for the French monarch. + |, - NG + 

Upon: this condeſcenſion, the culprit was called 
up ſtairs, and made acquainted with the mitigation 
of his fate; upon which he ſaid, he would down 
on his marrow- bones to his own maſter, but 
would be damn'd before he would aſk pardon. of 
c'er a Frenchman in Chriſtendom, Pickle, ex 
afperated at this blunt declaration, ordered him 
out of his preſence, and charged him never to ap- 
pear before his face again; while the officer in 
vain employed all his influence and addreſs to ap- 
peaſe his reſentment, and about midnight took his 
leave, with marks of mortification at his want of 
ſucceſs. 1 8 : | 

Next day the company agreed to travel through 
Flanders in the Diligence, by the advice of Pere- 
pine, who was not without hope of meeting with. 
ome adventure or amuſement in that carriage; and 
Jolter took care to ſecure places for them. all, it 
being reſolved that the valet de chambre and the 
doctor's man ſhould attend the vehicle on horſe- 
back; and as for the forlorn Pipes, he was left to 
reap the fruits of his own ſtubborn diſpoſition, not- 
withſtanding the united efforts of the whole trium- 
virate, who endeavoured to procure his pardon. ” 
| Every previous meaſure being thus taken, they 
ſet out from Liſle about fix in the morning, and 
found themſelves in the company of a female ad- 
venturer, a very handſome young lady, a Capu- 
chin, and a Rotterdam Jew. Our young gentler. 
man being the. firſt of this ſociety that entered, 
ſurveyed the ſtrangers with an attentive eye, and 
ſeated himſelf immediately behind the beautiful 
unknown, who at once attracted his Ae 
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gerous invaſion upon his heart. 
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Pallet ſeeing another lady unengaped, in imitation 
of his friend, took poſſeſſion of her neighbour- 
hood; the phyſician paired with the prieſt, and 
Jolter ſat down by the Jew. 5 
The machine had not proceeded many furlongs, 
when Pickle accoſting the fair incognita, congra- 
tulated himſelf upon his happineſs, in being the 
fellow traveller of ſo charming a lady. She, with- 
out the leaſt reſerve or affectation, thanked him 
for his compliment, and replied with a fprightly 
air, that now they were embarked in one common 
bottom, they muſt club their endeavours to make 
one another as happy as the nature of their fitua- 
tion would permit them to be. Encouraged by 
this frank intimation, and captivated by her fine 
black eyes and eaſy behaviour, he attached himſelf 
to her from that moment; and in a little time the 
converſation became ſo particular, that the Capu- 
chin thought proper to interfere in the diſcourſe, 
in ſuch a manner as gave the youth to underſtand, 
that he was there on purpoſe to ſuperintend her 
conduct. He was doubly rejoiced at this diſco- 
very, in conſequence of which he hoped to pro- 
fit in his addreſſes, not only by the young lady's 
reſtraint, that never fails to operate in behalf of 
the lover, but alſo by the corruptibility of her 
guardian, whom he did not doubt of rendering 
propitious to his cauſe. Fluſhed with theſe expec- 
tations, he behaved with uncommon complacency 
to the father, who was charmed with the affability 
of his carriage, and on the faith of his generoſity 


abated of his vigilance ſo much, that our hero car- 


ried on his ſuit without further moleſtation ; while 
the painter, in ſigns and loud burſts of laughter, 


converſed with his Dulcinea, who was perfect 


well verſed in theſe ſimple expreſſions of ſatisfac- 
tion, and had already found means to make a dan- 


Nor 
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Nor were the governor and phyſician unem- 
ployed, while their friends intereſted themſelves in 
this agreeable manner. Jolter no ſooner perceived 
the Hollander was a Jew, than he entered into an 
inveſtigation of the Hebrew tongue, in which he 
was a connoiſſeur ; and the doctor at the ſame 
attacked the Mendicant on the ridiculous maxims 
of his order, together with the impoſitions of prieſt- 
craft in general, which (he, obſerved) prevail ſo 
much among thoſe who profeſs the Roman Catholic 
religion, 1 

Thus coupled, each committee enjoyed their 
own converſation apart, without any danger of 
_ encroachment ; and all were ſo intent upon their 
ſeveral topics, that they ſcarce allowed them- 
ſelves a ſmall interval in viewing the deſolation of 
Menin, as they paſſed through that ruined fron- 
tier. About twelve o'clock they arrived at Cour- 
tray, where the horſes are always changed, and 
the company halt an hour for refreſhment... Here 
Peregrine handed his charmer into an apartment, 
where ſhe was joined by the other lady ; and on 
pretence of ſeeing ſome of the churches in town, 
put himſelf under the direction of the Capuchin, 
from whom he learn'd, that the young lady was 
wife to a French gentleman, to whom ſhe had 
been married about a year, and that ſhe was now 
on her journey to viſit her mother, who lived in 
Bruſſels, and who at that time laboured under a 
lingering diſtemper, which, in all probability, 
would ſoon put a period to her life. He then 
launched out in praiſe of her daughter's virtue. 
and conjugal atfection; and laſtly told him, that 
he was her father confeſſor, and pitched upon to 
be her conductor through Flanders, by her huſ- 
band, who, as well as his wife, placed the utmoſt 
confidence in his prudence and integrity. 3 
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Pickle eaſily comprehended the meaning of this 
inſinuation, and took the hint accordingly. » He 
tickled: the prieft's vanity with extraordinary en- 
comiums upon the diluitereſted principles of his 
order, which were detached from all worldly pur- 
ſuits, and altogether devoted to the eternal fal- | 
vation of mankind. He applauded their patience, 
humility and learning, and laviſhed a world of 
praiſe upon their talent in preaching, which (he 
faid) had more than once operated ſo powerfully 
upon him, that had he not been reſtrained by cer- 
tain conſiderations which, we. could, not poſſibly, 
wave, he ſhould have embraced their tenets, and 
begg'd admiſſion into their fraternity; but, as the 
circumſtances of his fate would not permit him 
to take ſuch a ſalutary meaſure for the. preſent, 
he intreated the good father to accept a ſmall to- 
ken of his love and feſpect, for "$2 benefit of 
that convent to which he belonged, . $9 ſayings, 
he pulled out a purſe of ten guineas, which the 
Capuchin obſerving, turned his head another way 
and lifting up his arm, diſplayed a pocket almo 
as high as his collar-bone, in which he depoſited 
che money. \ 

This proof of affection for the drder produced 
a ſudden and ſurprizing effect upon the friar. In 
the tranſport of his zeal he wrung this ſemi- con- 
vert's hand, ſhowered a thouſand bened ctions 
upon his head, and exhorted him, with the tears 
flowing from his eyes, to perfect the great work. - 
which the finger of God had begun in his heart; 
and as an inftance of his concern for the welfare 
of his precious ſoul, the holy brother promiſed to 
recommend him ſtrenuouſiy to the pious admoni- 
tions of the young woman under his care, who, 
was a perfect ſaint upon earth, and endued with, 
the peculiar gift of mollifying the hearts of obdu- 
rate ſinners. O father! (cried the hypocritie 

of 
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cal projector, Who by this time perceived that 
his money was not thrown away) if I cbuld be 
favoured but for one half hour with the private 
iaſtructions of that inſpired devotee, my mind 
pre ſages, that I ſhould be a: ſtray'd ſheep brought 
back into the fold, and that I ſhould find eaſy en- 
trance at the gates of heaven ! There is ſome- 
thing ſupernatural in her aſpect; I gaze upon her 
with the, moſt pious fervour, and my whole ſoul 
is agitated with tumults of hope and deſpair !?” 
Having pronounced this rhapſody with tranſport 
half natural. and half affected, the prieſt - allured 
him, that "theſe were operations of the ſpirit, 
which muſt not be repreſſed; and comforted him 
with the hope of enjoying the bleſſed interview 
Which he Tired, proteſting that as far as his 
influence extended, "bis wiſh, ſhould be "that very 
1 Jo} T6 0h if 741 T3 (3... 63851 3 | 
evening indulged, " The: gracious pupil, thanked 
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him for his benevolent concern, Which he ſwore 

ths If 10 19.18 Tieren 2 9928 
ſhould nat be ſquandered_upon, an ungrateful Ob⸗ 
ject; and the reſt of the company interrupting 
Nu 7 - * 1 h 218 * . . Po . 1 - 

he converſation they returned in a body to the . 
inn, where they dined all together ;| and the ladies 4 
DDD UNS RIO 2 GDOAO186 FS Got 
were perſuaded to be our hero's gueſts. _ .. 
$ }! „ Us! - 4 1 which” "oy ad” $ is f 4011 

As the ſubjects on which, they had been en- 
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paged. be ore dinner were not exhauſted, each 

brace reſumed their former theme, when they | 

were replaced in the Diligence. The, painter's 

miſtreſs finiſhed” her conqueſt, by exerting her = 


. 


ſkill in the art of ogling, accompanied by o 


gone EIN ſighs, ' and ſome. tender Frene 
ſongs that ſhe ſu 


4 


t ſhe fung with ſuch pathetic exprel- 
kan as quite melted the reſolution of Pallet, an 
utterly ſubdued his affection: and he, to convince 
her of the importance of her victory, gave a pe. 
cimen of his own talents, .. by © entertaining her 
with that celebrated Eugliſh  ditty, the burthen | 
of which" begins with,” The pigs they te with their 
ſes bare. 88 | CHAP, 
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CHAP. LVII. 
He makes ſome pr in ber affettions 5 is in- 


-  ferrupted by a diſpute between Jolter and a Jew ; 


appeaſes the wrath''of the Capuchin, 'who pro- 

- cures for him an imterview with' his fair en- 
- flaver, in which he finds himſelf deceived. | 
P Eregrine, mean while, employed all his in- 
ſinuation and addreſs in practiſing upon the 
heart of the Capuchin's fair charge. He had long 
ago declared his paſſion not in the ſuperficial 
manner of. a French | gallant, but with all the 
ardor of an enthuſiaſt. He had languiſhed, vow'd, 
flattered, kiſs'd her hand by ſtealtii, and had no 
reaſon to complain of his reception. Though by 
a man of a leſs ſanguine diſpoſition, her particular 


complaiſance would have been deemed equivocal, 
fe of 


and perhaps nothing more than the 


French breeding and conſtitutional , vivacity ; he 


gave his own qualifications credit for, the whole, 
and with theſe ſentiments carried on the attack 
with ſuch unabating vigour, that ſhe was aQually- 


prevailed upon to accept a ring, which he pre- 


ſented as a token of his eſteem; and every 


thing proceeded in a moſt proſperous train, when 


they were diſturbed by the governor and Ifraclite, 
who in the heat of diſputation raiſed their voices, 
and poured forth ſuch effuſions of gutturals, as 
ſet our lover's teeth on edge. As they ſpoke in 
a language unknown to every one in the carriage 
but themſelves, and, looked at each other with 
mutual animoſity and rancour, Peregrine defired 
to know the cauſe of their contention. 0 on 
which, Jolter exclaimed in a furious tone, “ This 
learned Levite, forſooth, has the impudence to tell 
me, that I don't underſtand Hebrew ; and affirms, 


that the word Benoni ſignifies child of joy ; whereas 


I can proves and indeed have already ſaid enough | 
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to convince any reaſonable man, that in the Septua-/ 
gint, it is rightly tranſlated into ſon of ny ſorrow, 
Having thus explained himſelf to his pupil, he 
turned to the prieſt, with intention to appeal to 
his determination ; but the Jew pulled him by the 
fleeve with great eagerneſs, ſaying, © For the love 
of God be quiet, the Capuchin will difcover*whe 
we are!” Jolter, offended at this conjunction, 
ecchoed, © Who we are!” with great emphaſis ; 
and repeating nos poma natamus, aſked ironically, 
to which of the Tribes the Jew thought he belong- 
ed? The Levite, affronted at his comparing him 
to a ball of horſe- dung, replied with a moſt ſigniſi- 
cant gtin, To the tribe of Iſſachar.“ And his 
antagoniſt, taking the advantage of his unwilling- 
neſs to be known by the friar, and prompted by 
revenge for the freedom he had uſed, anſwered in 
the French language, that the judgment of God 
was ſtill manifeſt upon their whole race, not only 
in their being in the ſtate of exiles from their na» 
tive land, but alſo in the ſpite of their hearts and 
pravity of their diſpoſitions, which demonſtrate 
them to be the genuine offspring of thoſe WhO 
crucified the Saviour of the world. 
His expectation was, however, defeated; tho 
prieft himſelf was too deeply engaged, to attend to 
the debates of other people. The phyſician, in 
the pride and inſolence of his learning, had under- 
taken to diſplay the abſurdity of t riſtian faith; 
having already (as he thought) gonfuted the Capu- 
chin, touching the points of belief in which the 
Roman Catholics differ from the reſt of the world. 
But, not contented with the imagined victory he 
had gained, he began to ſtrike at the fundamentals 
of religion; and the father, with incredible for- 
bearance, ſuffered him to make very free with the 
doctrine of the Trinity : but, when he levelled the 
ſhafts of his ridicule at the immaculate conception 
Vol. II, D If 
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of. the Bleſſed Virgin, the good man's patience 
forſook him, his eyes ſeemed to kindle with indig- 
nation, be trembled in every joint, and uttered 
with a loud voice, You are an abominable 
I. will not call thee herctic, for thou art worſe (if 
poſſible) than & Jew'; you deſerve to be incloſed in 
a furnace ſeven times heated, and I have a good 
mind to lodge an information againſt you with the 
governor of Ghent, that you may be apprehended 
and puniſhed, as an impious blaſphemer. 

This menace operated like a charm upon all 
preſent. The doctor was confounded, the go- 
vernor diſmayed, the Levite's tecth chattered, the 
painter was aſtoniſhed at the general conſuſion, the 
cauſe of which he could not comprehend ; and 
Pickle himſelf, not a little alarmed, was obliged 
to uſe all his intexeſt and aſſiduity in appeaſing this 
ſom of the church, who at lengib, in conſideration 
of the frie pdſhip he profeſſed for the young gentle» 
wan, conſented to, forgive what had palled; but 
abſolutely refuſed to ſit in contact with ſuch a 
profane wretch, whom he looked upon as a frend 
of darkneſs, ſent by the enemy of manłind to 
poiſon the minds of W eak people; ſo that, after 
having eroſſed himſelf, and muttered certain ex- 
orciſms, he inſiſted: upon the doctot's changing 
places, with the. Jew, who approached. thereon 
ecckiftic in an agony of fear. 

Matters being thus compromiſed,” th tdi 
don flowed in 4 more general channel; and with- 
out the intetvention of any other ren or 
bong of contention, the carriage arrived at the 
city of Ghent about ſeven in the evening ʒ and 
ſupper being beſpoke ſor the whole company our 
adugntuter und is friencs went out to take a ſupet- 
ficialyiew of the place, leaving bis new miſtreſs 
to tſſe pious exhortations of her confeſſor, whom 
(as, We have. already obſerved) he had ſecured in 
19 e bis 
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his intereſt. . This zealous (mediator. ſpoke! fo 
warmly in his commendation, and intereſted, her 
conſcience: ſo: much in the aftair, that ſhe. could 
not refuſe her / helping hand to the great work of 
his converſion, and promiſod to gtant the interview 
heidefred, i o Sn its bas $4iLjoaint: 245 
This agreeable piece of intelligence, which the 
Capuchin oommunicated to Peregt ine at his re- 
turn, elevated his ſpirits to ſuch a degree, that he 
e r eee brilliance, in a 
thouſand ſallies of wit and pleaſantry, to the ad- 
miration and delight of all preſent, eſpecially of 
his fair Fleming, Who ſeemed quite inte by 
his per ſon and behaviour. 

The, evening being thus ſpent to che a 
tion bß all parties, the company broke up, and re- 
tized ito their ſeveral apartments, When our lover, 
to bis unſpeakable f imattification, learnt that the 
two ladies ware obliged to lie in the fame room, 
all tlie other chamhers oſ the inn being preocgupied. 
When che amparted this diſſi culty to the prieſts, that 
charitable father, wha was very fruitful in expe- 
dients, aſſured him, that is ſpiritual; concerns 
ſhould not be obſtnucted by ſuch a ſlender impedi- 
meat q and accortlingly/availed himſelf ef his prer 
rogative4\:by> going into his daughters chamber 
when ſhe''wasralmoſt undreſſed, and leading her 
into his on, on pretenee of —— ſalutary 
food. for het ſoul. Having brought the two ve- 
taries together, he prayed "for ſucceſs to the opera- 
tions of grace, and left them to their mutual me- 
ditationsy after having conjuted them in the moſt 
ſolemn manner to let no impure ſentiments, or 
temptatioris of the fleſh, interfere with ane l. 
lowed defign of their meeting. 

The reverend interceſſor being gone, KY the 
door: faſtened on the inſide, the pleudo-convert, 
tranſpotted with his paſſion, threw himſelf at his 
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Amanda's feet; and begging ſhe would ſpare him 
the tedious form of addreſſes, which the nature of 

their interview would not permit him to obſerve; 
began with all the impetuoſity of love to profit by 
the occaſion. But, whether ſhe was diſpleaſed at 
the intrepidity and aſſurance of his behaviour, 
thinking herſelf intitled to more courtſhip and re- 
ſpect, or was really better fortified with chaſtity 
than he or his procurer had ſuppoſed her to be; 
certain it is, ſhe expreſſed refentment-and furprize 
at his boldneſs and preſumption, and-upbraided: him 
with having impoſed upon the charity of the friar; 
The young gentleman was really as much aftoniſh4 
ed at this rebuff, as ſhe pretended to be at bis 
declaration, aud earneſtly intreated her to conſider 
how precious the moments were, and for one ſacri- 
fce ſuperfluous ceremony, to the happineſs of bone 
who adored her with ſuch a flame, as could not 

fail to conſume his vitals, if ſhe would not dergn * 

to bleſs him with her favour. Yety/inatwicthſtands 
ing all his tears, vows and ſupplications, his per- 
ſonal accompliſnments and the tempting opportu- 
nity, all that he could obtain, was an acknowledg- 
ment of his having made an impreſſion upon her 
heart, which ſhe hoped the dictates of het duty 
would enable her to eraſe. This conſeſſion be 
conſidered as a delicate conſent; and obeying the 
impulſe of his love, ſnatched” her up in his arms; 
with intention of feizing that which ſhe declined 
= to give; when this French Lucretia, unable to 
defend her virtue any other way, ſcreamed aloud; 
= and the Capuchin, ſetting his ſnoulder to the door; 
biurſt it open, and entered in an affected extaſy of 

N amazement. He lifted up his hands and eyes, and 
pretended to be thunderftruck at the diſcovery he 
had made; then, in broken exclamations, proſeſ- 
fed his horror at the wicked intention of our hey 
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ro, who had covered ſuch: a damnable ſeheme with 
the maſk of religion. In ſhort, he per formed his 
cue with ſuch dexterity, that the lady believing 
him im earneſt, begg'd he would — the ſtran- 
ger, on account of his youth and education, which 
had beed tainted by the errors of hereſy; and be 
was on theſe conſiderations content to accept the 
ſubmiſſion of our hero, who fat from renouncing his 
expectations, notwithſtanding this mortifying re- 
pulſe, confided ſo much in his on talents, and 
the confeſſion which his miſtreſs had made, that 
he reſolved to make another effort, to which no- 
thing could have prompted him. Un 1 en 
1 of unruly deſue. 1 5 
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He makes another effort towards the accenplifinens 
of his wiſh, which is poſiponed by 4 firange ac- 
cident. in In nee een 2d 


E directed his valet de chambre, Who was a 
thorough-paced pimp, to kindle ſome ſtraw: 

in the yard, and then paſs by the door of her apart- 
ment, crying with a loud voice that the houſe was 
on fire. This alarm brought both ladies out of 
their chamber in a moment, and Peregrine taking, 
the advantage of their running to the ſtreet door, 
entered the room and concealed: himſelf under a 
large. table that ſtood in an unobſerved corner. 
The Nymphs, as ſoon as they underſtood the cauſe: 
of his Mercury's ſuppoſed affright, returned to 
their apartment, and having ſaid their prayers, un- 
dreſſed themſelves and went to bed. This ſcene, 
which fell under the obſervation of Pickle, did 
not at all contribute to the cooling of his concupiſ- 
cence, but on the contrary, inflamed; him to ſuch. 
a degree, that he could ſcarce reſtrain his impa - 
tience, until by her ſnoring, he concluded the 
D 3 . fellow- 
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fellow - lodger of his Amanda was aſlecp. This 
welcome note no ſooner ſaluted his ears, than he 
crept to his charmer's bedſide, and placing him- 
felf on his- knees, gently laid hold on her white 
handy and pyeſſed it to his lips. She chad juſt be · 
gun to cloſe her eyes and enjopitheiagreeable op- 
preſſion of ſlumber when: ſhe was rouſed by this 
rape, at which ſhe ſtarted pronbuncing in a tone 
of ſurprize and diſmay, My God } who's that?“ 
The lover, with the muſt; inſinuating humility, 
beſought her to hear him; vowing that his inten- 
tion in approaching her thus, was not to violate the 
laws: of decency, or that indelible eſteem which 
ſhe had engraven on his heart; but ta manifeſt his 
forrow and contrition for the umbrage he had 
given, to pour forth the overflowibgs of his ſoul, 
and tell her that he neither could nor would ſur- 
vive her diſpleaſure. Theſe and many more pa- 
thetic proteſtations, accompanied with ſighs and 
tears, and other expreſſions of genuine grief, which 
our hero had at command, could not fail to mel 
the tender heart of the amiable - Fleming, already 
prepoſſeſſed in favour of his qualifications. She ſym- 
pathized ſo much with his affliction, as to weep in 
her turn, when ſhe repreſented the impoſſibility 
of her rewarding his paſſion ; and he ſeizing the 
favourable moment, reinforced his ſolicitations with 
ſuch irreſiſtible tranſports, that her reſolution gave 
way, ſhe began to breathe- quick and deep, en- 
preſſed her fear of being -overheard by the other 
lady, and with an ejaculation of *© O heavens? 
Fm undone ;”* ſuffered herſelf, after a faint ſtrug- 
gle, to be overpowered //by her admirer, hi 
made a lodgment upon the covered: way of her bed; 
under the curtain of 'the-counterſcarp z'and iniall 
probability, would have in a few moments made 
himſelf maſter of the place; when her honour Was 
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ſecured for the preſent, by a ſtrange ſort of knocking 
upon the wainſcot, at the other end of the roomy 
hard by the bed in which the female adventurer 
lay. | Surpriſed at this circumſtance which inter- 
rupted our affailant's operations,: the. lady begged 
him for heaven's ſake to retreat, elſe her reputa- 
tion would be ruined for ever: but when he re- 
preſented to her, that her character would run a 
much greater riſk, if he ſhould be detected in 
withdrawing, ſhe conſented with great trepidation 
to his ſtay, and they liſtened in ſilence to the ſequel 
of the noiſe that alarmed them. This was wo 
other than an expedient of the painter, to awaken 
his Dulcinea, with whom he had made an Ls 
tion, or at leaſt interchanged- ſuch ſignals As : <3 
thought amounted to a firm appointment 
nymph being diſturbed in her firſt ſleep, medi 
ately. underſtood the ſound, and true to the agreer 
ment, roſe, and unbolting the door as ſoſch a 


poſſible, gave him admittance, loving | it * * 


his more commodious retreat. 
While this happy gallant was employed in 4it- 
engaging himſelf from the diſhabille ia Which he 
had entered, the Capuchin ſuſpeRing that Perg+ 
grine would make another attempt upon his charge, 
had - crept filently to the apartment, ;in/ ofdes-4q 
reconnoitte, leſt the adventure ſhould be —— 
without his knowledge; a circumſtance that would 
deprive him of the profits he might expect from 
his privity and concurrence. Finding the door 
unlatched, his ſuſpicion was confirmed, and he 
made no ſeruple of creeping into the chamber on 
all-four ;; ſo that the painter having ſtript himſelf 
to the ſhirt, in groping about for his Dulcinen's 
bed, chanced to lay his hand upon the ſhaven 
crown of the father's. head, which by a; circulag 
motion, the prieſt began to turn. round in his gralpy 
like a bells in a ſocket, to the ſurpriae and conſſeꝶr 
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nation of poor Pallet, who haviog neither penetra- 


tion to comprehend the caſe, nor reſolution to 


withdraw his fingers from this ſtrange object of his 


touch, ſtood ſweating in the dark, and vented ejacu- 
lations with great devotion, till the friar tired with 


this exerciſe, and the painful poſture in which he 


neaving up at the ſame time the hand of the pain- 
ter, whoſe terror and amazement increaſed to ſuch 


ſtooped, raiſed” himſelt gradually upon his feet, 


a degree at this unaccountable elevation, that his. 


Faculties began to fail ; and his palm in the confu- 
fon of his ſright ſliding over the prieſt's forehead, 
one of his fingers happened to flip into his mouth, 
and was immediately ſecured between the Capu- 
chin's teeth, with as firm a fixure, as if it had been 
ſcrewed in a blackſmith's vice. The painter was 
ſo much difordered by this ſudden ſnap, which 
tortured him to the bone, that forgetting all other 


conſiderations, he roared aloud, Murder! fire! 


à trap, a trap h help, chriſtians, for the love of God 
help!“ Our hero confounded by theſe exclama- 
tions, which he knew would ſoon fill the room 
with ſpectators, and incenſed at his own mortify- 
ing diſappointment, was obliged to quit the untaſted 


banquet, and approaching the cauſe of his misfor- 


tune, juſt as his tormentor had thought proper to 


releaſe his finger, diſcharged ſuch a bearty ſlap 


between his ſhoulders, as brought him to the 
ground with hideous bellowing, then retiring un- 
perceived, to his own chamber, was one of the 
firſt who returned with a light, on pretence of 


having been alarmed with his cries, The Capuchin 


had taken the ſame precaution, and followed Peres 


grine into the room, pronouncing Benedicite, and 
crofling himſelf with many marks of aſtoniſhment; 


and the phyſician and Jolter appearing at the ſame” 


time, the unfortunate painter was found lying 
naked on the floor, in all the agony of horror and 
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diſmay,blowing upon his left hand, that hung dang- 
ling from the elbow, like a boy who had burnt his 
fingers, in attempting to ſnatch roaſted cheſnuts 
from the fire. The eircumſtance of his being 
found in that apartment, and the attitude. of his 
affliction, which was extremely ridiculous, pro- 
voked the doctor to a ſmile, and produced a ſmall 
relaxation in the ſeverity of the governor's coun- 
tenance; while Pickle, teſtifying ſurprize and 
concern, lifted him from the ground, and. enquired: 
into the cauſe of his preſent ſituation. Having, 
after ſome recollection,  and' fruitleſs. endeavours ta: 
ſpeak, recovered the uſe of his tongue, he told: 
them that the houſe was certainly. haunted by; 
cvil ſpirits, by which he had been conveyed (he 
knew not how) into that apartment, and afflictedi 
with all the tortures of hell; that one of them 
had made itſelf ſenſible to his feeling, in the ſhape 
of a round ball of ſmooth fleſh, that turned round 
under his hand, like an. aſtronomer's globe, and 
then riſing up to a ſurpriſing height, was convert 
ed into a machine that laid hold on his finger, by- 
2 ſnap, and having pinned him to the ſpot, he con-- 
tinued for ſome moments in unſpeakable. agony, 
till at laſt the engine ſeemed to melt away from his 
finger, and he received a ſudden thwack upon his: 
ſhoulders, as if, diſcharged by the arm of a giant, 
which overthew him in an inſtant upon the floor. 
The prieſt hearing this ſtrange account, pulled out 
of one of his pouches a piece of conſecrated candle, 
which he lighted immediately, and mutter'd certain 
myſtetious conjurations. Jolter,imagining thatPallet' 
was drunk, ſhook his head, ſaying, he believed the 
ſpitit was no where but in his own. brain. The 
phyſician, for once, condeſcended to be a wag. 


and looking towards one of the beds, obſerved,. 
that in his neee had been miſſed 


by 
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dy the fleſh, and not by the ſpirit. The fair Fle- 
FA lay in filent aſtoniſhment and affright ; and 
her fellow-lodger, in order to acquit herſelf- of all 
ſuſpicion, exclaimed with ineredible volubility, a- 
gainſt the, author of this uproar, who (the did not 
doubt) had” concealed "himſelf in the apartment, 
with a view of perpetrating ſome wieked attempt 
upon her precious virtue; and was puniſhed and 
prevented by the immediate interpoſition of hea- 
ven. At her deſire, therefore, and the earneſt 
ſollicitation of the other lady, he was conducted 
to his own bed, and the chamber being evacuated, 
they locked their door, fully reſolved to admit no 
more vifitants. for that night: while Peregrine, 
mad with ſeeing the delicious morſel, ſnatched (as 
it were) from his very lip, ſtalked through the 
! paſſage, like a ghoſt, in hopes of finding ſome op- 
portunity of re-entering, till the day beginning to 
break, he was obliged-to retire, cnifing the-ideoti» 
cal conduct of the painter, which had 10 . 
eber With His {ras rg 6 07 Gu 
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They depart from Ghent. Our hero engages in a 
2 4 with his miſtreſs, whom he of- 
F and pacifies with ubmiſſun. He prattiſes 
an expedient to detain th carriage at 00 and 


- confirms rhe prieft in hrs ag" 


EXT tay; about one o'clock, addi having 
| ſeen every thing remarkable in town, and 
been. preſent at the execution of two youths, WhO 
were hanged for raviſhing a whore, they took their | 
departure from Ghent, in the fame carriage which 
had brought them thither; and the converſa · 
tion turning upon the puniſnment they had 
: en inflicted, the —_— beauty expteſſed great 


eh : 
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ſympathy and compaſſion for the unhappy ſuffe- 
rers, who (as ſhe had been informed) had fallen 
victims to the malice of the accuſer. Her ſenti- 
ments were eſpouſed by all the company, except 
the French lady of pleaſure, who, thinking the 
credit of the ſiſterhood concerned in the affair, 
bitterly inveighed againſt the profligacy of the age, 
and particularly the baſe and villainous attempts of 
man, upon the chaſtity of the weaker ſex; ſaying, 
with a look of indignation directed to the painter, 
that for her own part, ſhe ſhould never be able to 
manifeſt the acknowledgment ſhe owed to provi- 
dence, for having protected her, laſt night, from 
the wicked aims of unbridled luſt. This obſerva- 
tion introduced a ſeries of jokes, at the expence of 
Pallet, who hung his ears, and ſat with a ſilent air 
of dejection, fearing that through the malevolence 
of the phyſician, his adventure might reach the 
ears of his wife. Indeed, though we have made 
ſhift to explain the whole tranſaction. to the reader, 
it was an inextricable myſtery to every individual 
in the diligence ; becauſe the part which was act 
ed by the Capuchin, was known to himſelf alone 3 
and even he was utterly ignorant of Pickle's be- 
ing concerned in the affair; ſo that the greateſt 
ſhare of the painter's ſufferings were ſuppoſed to 
be the exaggerations of his own extravagant ima- 
gination. Nia ad: bz 2480 8699008 
In the midſt of their diſcourſe on this extragrdi-- 
nary ſubject, the driver told them, that they were 
now on the very ſpot where a detachment of the 
allied army had been intercepted: and cut off by the 
French; and ſtopping the vehicle, entertained 
them with a local deſeription of the battle f 
Melle. Upon this occaſion, zhe Flemich lady 
who ſince her marriage had become a keen, paxti- 
zan for the French, gave a minute detail of all the 
circumſtanges, as they bad been nn 
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by her huſband's brother, "Who was in the action; 
and this account, which ſunk the number of the 
French to ſixteen, and raiſed that of the allies to 
twenty thouſand men, was ſo difagreeable to truth, 
as well as to the laudable p:rtiality of Peregrine, 
that he ventured to contradict her aſſertions, and a 
Fierce diſpute commenced, that not only regarded 
the preſent queſtion, but alſo comprehended all the 
- battles in which the duke of Marlborough had 
commanded againſt Lewis the fourteenth. In the 
"courſe of theſe debates, ſhe diveſted that great ge- 
"neral of all the glory he had acquired, by affirm- 
ing, that every victory he gained, was purpoſely 
Joſt by the French generals, in order to bring the 
ſchemes of madam de Maintenon into diſcredit ; 
and asa particular inſtance, alledged that while the 
citadel of Liſle was beſieged, Lewis faid, in pre- 
ſence of the Dauphin, that if the allies ſhould be 
obliged to raiſe the ſiege, he would, immediately 
declare his marriage with that lady ; upon which, 
the ſon ſent private orders to marſhal Boufflers to 
ſurrender the place. This ſtrange allegation was 
ſupported by the aſſeverations of the prieſt and the 
courtezan, and admitted as truth by the gover- 
nor, who pretended to have heard it from good 
authority: while the doctor ſat neutral, as one who 
thought it ſcandalous to know the hiſtory. of ſuch 
modern events; and the Iſraelite, being a true 
Dutchman, liſted himſelf under the banners of our 
Hero, who in attempting to demonſtrate the ab- 
ſurdity and improbability of what they had advan- 
ced, raiſed ſuch a hue and cry againſt himſelf, and 
being inſenſibly heated in the altercation, irritated 
his Amanda to ſuch a degree, that her charming 
eyes kindled with fury, and he ſaw great reaſon to 
think, that if he did not fall upon ſome method 
to deprecate her wrath, ſhe would in a twinkling 
 facrifice all her eſteem for him, to her own zeal 
Qs | for 
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for the glory of the French nation. Swayed by 
this apprehenſion, bis ardour cooled by — 
and he inſenſibly detached himſelf from the argu- 
ment, leaving the whole care of ſupporting it on 
the Jew, who finding himſelf deſerted, was fain 
to yield at diſcretion ; ſo that the French remained 
maſters of the field, and their young heroine re- 
ſumed her good humour. And let the circum- 


ſtances of this contention warn the reader, againſt 


ail diſpytes with female politicians ; unleſs he is des 
ſirous o incurring their animoſity and implacable 
reſentment z for in matters of ſtate, they are all, 
to a woman, enthuſiaſts, who believe that all thoſe 
who differ from them in opinion, are in aflate of 
reprobation ; and, far from laying any ſtreſs upon 
probability, in the articles of their faith, I ke be- 
lievers of another claſs, diſdainfully reject the evi- 
dence of reaſon, and truſt to the revelation of their 
own fancy. | 

Our hero having therefore prudently ſubmitted 
to the ſuperior intelligence of his fair enſlaver, be- 
gan to be harraſſed with the fears of loſing her 
for ever, upon their arrival at Bruſſels, and ſet his 
invention at work, to contrive fome means of in- 
demnifying himſelf for his affiduities, preſents, and 
the diſappointment he had already undergone, be- 
fore they ſhould reach that city: on pretence of en» 
joying a freer air, he mounted the box, and em- 
ployed his elocution and generoſity with ſuch ſues. 
ceſs, that the driver undertook to diſable the dili= © 
gence from proceeding beyond the town of Aloſt 
for that day; and in conſequence of his promiſe, 
gently overturned it, when they were about a mile 
ſhort of that baiting place. He had taken his mea- 
ſures ſo diſcreetly, that this accident was attended 
with no other inconvenience than a- fit of fear 
that took poſſeſſion of the ladies, and the neceſſity 
to which they were reduced, by the declaration 8 
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the coachman, who, upon examining the car- 
riage, aſſured the company that the axle-tree had 
given way, and adviſed them to walk forward to 
the inn, while he would jog after them at a flow 
pace, and do his endeavour that the damage 
ſhould be immediately repaired. Peregrine pre- 
tended to be very much concerned at what had 
happened, and even curſed the driver for his in- 
advertency, exprefling infinite impatience to be at 
Bruſſels, and wiſhing that this misfortune might 
not detain them another night upon the road; 
but when his underſtrapper, according to his in- 
ſtructions, came afterwards to the inn, and gave 
them to underſtand, that the workman he had 
employed, could not poſſibly refit the machine 
in leſs than ſix hours, the craſty youth affected 
to loſe all temper, ſtormed at his emiſſary, whom 
he reviled in the moſt opprobrious terms, and 
threatened to cane for his miſconduRt. © The fel- 
low proteſted, with great humility, that their be- 
ing overturned was owing to the failure of the 
rs tree, and not to his want of care or dexte- 
rity in driving ; though rather than be thought 
the cauſe of incommoding him, he would in- 
quire for a poſt-chafe, in which he might depart 
for Bruſſels immediately. This expedient Pickle 
rejected, unleſs the whole company could be ac- 
commodated in the ſame manner; and he had 
been previouſly informed by the driver, that the 
fown could not furniſh more than one vehicle of 
that fort. His governor, who was quite ignorant 
of his ſcheme, repreſented that one night would 
foon be paſſed, and exhorted him to bear this 
ſmall diſappointment with a good grace, eſpecial- 
ty as the houſe ſeemed to be well provided for 
their entertainment, and the company ſo much 
diſpoſed to be ſociable, The Capuchin, who 
had found his account in n the acquain= 
tance 
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tance of the young ſtranger, was not ill-pleaſed 
at this event, which might, by protracting the 
term of their intercourſe, yield him ſome oppor- 
tunity of profiting ſtill further by his liberality; 
he therefore joined Mr. Jolter in his admoniti- 
ons, congratulating himſelf upon the proſpect of 
enjoying his converſation a little longer than he 
had expected; and our young gentleman received 
a compliment to the ſame purpoſe from the He- 
brew, who had that day exerciſed his gallantry 
upon the French -coquette, and was not without 
hope of reaping the fruits of his attention, his ri- 
val, the painter, being quite diſgraced and dejec- 
ted by the adventure of laſt night. As for the — 
tor, he was too much engroſſed in the contem- 
plation of his own importance, to intereſt himſelf 
in the affair, or its conſequences, further than by 
obſerving, that the European powers ought to 
eſtabliſſn public games, like thoſe that were-celebra- 
ted of old in Greece; in which caſe, every ſtate 
would be ſupplied with ſuch dextrous charioteers, 
as could drive a machine at full ſpeed, within a 
hair's breadth of a precipice, without any dan» 
ger of its being overthrown. Peregrine could not 
help yielding to their remonſtrances, and united 
complaiſance, for which he thanked them in very 
polite terms, and his paſſion ſeeming to ſubſide, 
propoſed that they ſhould amuſe — in 
walking round the ramparts, with à view of en- 
Joying ſome private converſation with his admired 
leming, who had this whole day behaved with 
remarkable reſerve. The propoſal being embra- 
eed, he (as uſual) handed her into the ſtreetꝭ and 
too all opportunities of promoting his ſuit 3 but 
they were attended fo cloſely by her father | — 
feſſor, that he foreſaw it would bei 
accompliſh his aim, without the connivance of 
that eccleſiaſtic, which he was obliged to * 
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with another purſe, that he offered, and was ac- 
cepted as a charitable atonement for his criminal 
behaviour during the interview which the friar had 
procured for the good of his ſou]. This benefac- 
tion was no ſooner made, than the pious mendi- 
cant edged off by little and little, till he joined the 
reſt of the —— leaving his generous patron 
at full liberty to proſecute his purpoſe. It is not 
to be doubted that our adventurer made a good 
uſe of this occaſion : he practiſed a thouſand flow- 
ers of rhetoric, and actually exhauſted his whole 
addreſs, in perſuading her to have compaſſion 
upon his miſery, and indulge him with another 
private audience, without which he ſhould run 
diſtracted, and be guilty of extravagancies, which, 

in the humanity of her diſpoſition, ſhe wand 
weep to ſee. But, inſtead of comply ing with 
his requeſt, ſhe chid him ſeverely for his pre- 
ſumption, in perſecuting her with his vicious ad- 
dreſſes; and aſſured him, that although ſhe. had 
ſecured a chamber for herſelf in this place, be- 
cauſe, ſhe had no ambition to be better acquaint- 
ed with the other lady, he would be in the wrong 
to diſturb her with another nocturnal viſit; for 
ſhe was determined to deny him admittance, 
The lover was comforted by this hint, which he 
underſtood in the true acceptation, and his paſ- 
ſion being inflamed by the obſtacles he had met 
with in this intrigue, his heart beat high with the 
prof] pect of poſſeſſion. Theſe raptures of expec- 

tation produced an inquietude, which diſabled bim 
from bearing that ſhare of the converſation for 
which he uſed to be diſtinguiſned. His behaviour 
at ſupper was a viciſſitude of ſtartings, and reve» 
ries; and the Capuchin imputing this diſorder to 
a- ſecond repulſe — his charge, began to be 
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Cale _ and in A our hero to ge- 


The French e entraps "th heart of” the Jew, 
againſt whom” Pallet enters inte a conſpiracy ; by 
which Peregrine is again” diſappointed," oy the | 
IEF incontinence expoſed. 


Ean while the French ſyren, baulked i in her 
deſign upon her Engliſh cully, who was 
ſo eaſily diſheartened, and hung his ears in mani- 
feſt 2 — rather than run the riſque of 
making a voyage that ſhould be altogether unpro- 
fitable, reſolved to practiſe her charms upon the 
Dutch merchant; and had already made ſuch in- 
novation upon his heart, that he cultivated her 
with peculiar complacency, gazed upon her with 
a moſt libidinous ſtare, and unbended his aſpect in- 
to a grin that was truly Ifraelitiſh. The painter 
ſaw, and was offended at this correſpondence, 
which he conſidered as an inſult upon his misfor- 
tune, as well as an evident preference of his rival 
and, conſcious of his own timidity, ſwallowed an 
extraordinary glaſs, that his invention might be 
ſtimulated, and his reſolution raiſed to the contri- 
vance and execution of ſome ſcheme of revenge. 
The wine, however, failed in the expected effect. 
and without inſpiring him with the plan, ſerved 
only to quicken his defire of vengeance ; ſo that 
he. communicated his purpoſe to his friend Pere- 
grine, and begged the aſſiſtance of his ĩimaginati- 
on; but our young gentleman was too intent up- 
on his own affair, to mind the concerns of 
other perſon, - and he declining to be engaged 
in the project, Pallet had recourſe to the genius 
of Pickle's valet de chambre, who readily em- 
darked 


* 
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 barked ji in the undertaking, ane de. 


which was executed accordingly. 

The evening being pretty far advanced, and 
the company ſeparated into their reſpective apart- 
ments, Fickle repaired, in all the. impatience of 
And deſire, to the chamber. of his char- 
mer, and finding the door unbolted, entered in a 
tranſport of joy. By the light of the moon, 
which ſhone through the window, he was con- 
ducted to her bed, which he approached in the 
utmoſt agitation, and perceiving her to all ap- 
pearance aſleep, eſſayed to wake her with a gen- 
_ tle kiſs; but this method proved ineffectual, be- 
cauſe the was determined to. ſave herſelf the 
confuſion of being an accomplice in bis guilt. 
He repeated the application, murmured a moſt 
paſſionate ſalutation : in her ear, and took ſuch 
other gentle methods of ſignifying his preſence, 

as perſuaded him that ſhe was reſolved to ſleep, 

in ſpite of all his endeavours :, fluſhed with this 
Rs ſuppoſition, he locked the door,,in 
order to prevent. interruption, and ſteaiing him- 
ſelf under the cloaths, ſet fortune at defiance, 
while he held the fair creature circled in his 
arms. 
Nevertheleſs, near as he ſeemed to be to the 
happy accompliſhment of his. deſite, his hope 
was again fruſtrated by a fearful noiſe, which in 
2 moment waked his Amanda in a fright, and 
for the preſent engaged all his attention: hi 
valet de chambre, whom Pallet had conſulted a8 
a confederate, in k revenge againſt the lady of 
pleaſure and her Jewiſh gallant, had hired of cf 
tain Bohemians, who chanced to lodge at the 
inn, a. jack aſs adorned with bells, which, when 
every body was retired to reſt, and the Hebrew . 
ſuppoſed to be bedded with his miſtreſs, they ted 
up ſtairs into a long thorough- fare, from wen | 
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the chambers were detached on each ſide and 
the painter, perceiving the lady's door a- jar, ac- 
cording to his — mounted this: animal, 
with itention to ride into the room, and diſturb 
the lovers in the midſt of their mutual -endear; 
ments 3 but the aſs, true to bis kind, finding 
himſelf beſtrid by an unknown rider, inſtead 


advancing, in -obedience to his conductor, e 


treated back wards to the other end of the paſſage, 
in ſpite of all the efforts of the painter, who 


ſpurred, and kicked, and pummelled to no pur- 
poſe. It Was the noiſe of this oon enen hen 


9 


of Peregrine nd; his, miſtreſs. neither-of whom 
could form the leaſt. rational. conjecture about the 
cauſe of ſuch ſtrange: diſturbance, which increas 
ſed as the animals approached their apartment; 
till, at length, the Bourrique's retrograde moti · 
on was obffructed by their door, which it burſt 
open, in a twinkling, with one kick, and en- 


tered with ſuch complication of ſound, as ter 


riſied the lady almoſt into a fit, and threw Her 


* 


lover into an agony of perplexity and conſuſion- 


The painter, finding himſelf. thus violently in- 


troduced into the bed-chamber_ of he knew not 
whom, and dreading the reſentment. of the poſe 


ſeſſor, who might N a piſtol at him, as 4 | 


robber who had broke into his apartment, was 
overwhelmed with conſternation, and redoubled 
his exertion, to accompliſn a | ſpeedy. retreat, 
ſweating all the time with fear, and putting up 
petitions to heaven for his ſafety ; but his obſtinate 
companion, regardle 

ſubmitting to his conduct, began to re 
like a mille ſtone, the united ſound of his feet 


bells producing à maſt ſurpriſing concert. Ibs 
men eme vin om 151 5 — 
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would have quitted his feat, and left the beaſt to 
his own amuſement, but the rotation was ſo ra- 
pid, that the terror of a ſevere fall hindered him 
from attempting to diſmount, and in the deſpe- 
ration of his heart, he ſeized one of its ears, 
which he pinched ſo unmereifully, that the crea- 
ture ſet up his throat, and brayed aloud. This 
hideous exclamation was no ſooner heard by the 
fair Fleming, already chilled with panic, and 
prepared with ſuperſtition, than, believing her- 
ſelf viſited by the devil, who was permitted to 
puniſh her for her infidelity to the marriage-bed, / 
ſhe uttered a fearful ſcream, and began to repeat 
her paternoſter with a loud voice. Her lover, 
finding hmſelf under the neceſſity of retiring, 
ſtarted up, and ſtung with the moſt violent pangs 
of rage and diſappointment, ran directly to the 
ſpot from whence this diabolical noiſe ſeemed to 
proceed, and encountering the aſs, diſcharged» 
ſuch- a volley of blows at him and his rider, that 
the creature carried him off at a round trot, and 
they roared in uniſon all the way. Having thus 
cleared the room of ſuch diſagreeable company, 
he went back to his miſtreſs, and aſſuting her, 
that this was only ſome fooliſh prank of Pallet, 
took his leave, with a promiſe of returning after 
the quiet of the inn ſhould be re- eſtabliſned. 
In the mean time the noiſe of the Bourrique, 
the cries of the painter, and the lady's ſcream, 
had alarmed the whole houſe ; and the aſs, in the 
Yrecipitation of his retreat, ſeeing people with _ 
Fights before him, took ſhelter in the apartment 
for which he was at firſt deſigned, ' juſt as the 
Levite, artouſed at the uproar, had quitted his 
Dulcinea, and was attempting to recover his W 
chamber, unperceived ; but, ſeeing himſelf ops 
poſed by fuch an animal, mounted by ata” 
meagre, lanthron-jawed figure, half naked, Win 
a white 
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a white night · cap upon his head, which added to 
the natutal paleneſs of his complexion, the Jew 
was ſorely troubled in mind, and believing it to 
be an apparit ion of Balaam and his aſs, fled back- 
ward with a nimble. pace, and crept under the 
bed where he lay concealed. Mr. Jolter, and 
the prieſt, who were the foremoſt of thoſe who 
had been -arrouſed by the noiſe, were not un- 
moved when they ſaw fuch a ſpectacle ruſh · 
ing into his chamber, from whence the lady, of 
pleaſure: began to ſhriek. The governor made a 
fall halt, and the Capuchin diſcovered no incli- 
nation to proceed. They were (however) by 
the preſſure of the crowd that followed them,, 
thruſt forward to the door, through which the 
viſion entered ; and there Jolter, with great ce- 
remony, bi enbet his reverence with the 
paſs beſeeching him to walk in. The mendi- 
cant was too courteous and humble to accept 
tis preheminence, and à very carneſt diſpute 
enſued ; during which the aſs, in the courſe; of 
his circuit, ſhewed himſelf and rider, and in a 
trice decided the conteſt ; for, ſtruck with this 
ſecond glimpſe, both at one inſtant, ſprung 
backward with ſuch force, as overtuned their 
next men, who communicated the impulſe to 
thoſe that ſtood behind them, and theſe again to 
others; ſo that the whole paſlage was ſtrewed 
with a Jong file of people, that lay in aline, like 
the ſequel —— dependance of a pack of cards. In 
the midſt of his havock, our hero returned from 
his own room, with an air of aſtoniſhment, aſk- 
ing the cauſe of this uproar, and receiving ſuch 
hints of intelligence as Jolter's conſternation 
would permit him to give, ſnatched the candle 
out of his hand, and advanced into the haunted 
2 without heſitation, being followed 1 


ue, who broke forth into a lo 
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Himſelf made an effort to Join 
had been ſo harrowed by 
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loud pale of laughter, when they perceived the 
ludicrous ſource of their diſquiet. Ihe painter 
their mirth, Bae: he 
| Fear; und ſmarted fo 
much with the pain of the diſcipline he had re- 
ceived from Piekle, that he could not, with all 
his endeavour, vanquiſn the ruefulneſs of his 
countenance; and his attempt ſerved only to in- 
creaſe the aukwardneſs of his fituation, which 
was not at all mended by the behaviour of the 
coquette, who, furious with her difappointmenty 
r on a petticoat and 'bed-gown, and ſpring- 
upon him, like another Hecuba, with ber 


nails, deprived all one ſide of his noſe of the ſkin, 
and would not have left him an eye to ſee thro? 


if ſome of the company had not reſcued him 


from her unmerciful talons. Provoked at this 


outrage, as well as by her behaviour to him in 
the Hiligenee, he publickly explained his inten- 
— entering her chamber - in this equipage 

d, miſſing the Hebrew among the (ſpectators; 


Ih aured them, that he muſt - have abſconded 


mewbete in the apartment : in conſequence of 
this intimation, the room was immediately 
ſearched, and the thortified Levite pulled bythe 


heels from his lurking place; ſo that Paltet kad 


the good fortune, at laſt, eo tnnefte the laugh 
from himſelf to "His rival, and the French »/ina© 
morata, who 1 een the ridicule 
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Pallet; endeavouring to nravel the myſtery: of the 
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Evertheleſs Pallet was Rill e 


and chagrined by one conſideration, which 
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was no other than that of his having been ſo 
roughly handled in the chamber, 2 (as 
he found upon enquiry) to the hand(onie youn 
lady, who was under the, Capachin's direction. 
He recollected, that the door was faſt locked, 
when his beaſt burſt it open, and he had no rea- 
ſon to'believe that any perſon, followed him in his 
irruption: on the other hand, he could not ima- 
gine, that ſuch a gentle creature would either 
attempt to commit, or be able to execute ſuch a 
deſperate aſſault as that which his body had ſul- 
tained; and her demeanor was ſo modeſt and 
circumſpect, that he durſt not harbour the Teaft 
ſuſpicion of her virtue. | 
Theſe refleAions bewildered him in the laby- 
rinth of thought : he rumaged his whole ima- 
gination, endeayouring to account for what had. 
happened and at length concluded, that either 
Peregrine, or the devil, or both, muſt, have 
been at the bottom of the whole affair, and der 
termined,” for the ſatisfaction of his , curiolity, to, 
watch our hero's motions, during the remainin 
part of the night, ſo narrowly, that his conduct, 
myſterious as it, Was, ſhould not be able to clude 
his penetration. , 5 
With theſe ſentiments he retired to lis | 9 * 
room, after the aſs had been reſtored to the 
right owners, and the prieſt had viſited and con- 
firmed his fair ward, who had been almoſt diſ- 
tracted with feat; and ſilence no ſooner prevail- 
ed again,” than he crawled darkling towards her, 
door, and huddled himſelf up in an obſcure core 
ner from wHence' he might obſerve the ingreſs, 
or egreſs of any human creature, He had. not 
long remained in this poſture, when, fatigued 
with this adventure, and that of the preceding 
night, his, faculties. were gradually overpowered, 
with ſlumber, and "falling faſt aſleep, be began 
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to ſnore like a whole congregation of preſbyte - 
rians, The Flemiſh beauty, jy 15 this diſcor- 
dant noiſe in the paſlage, began to — raid of 
ſome new alarm, and very prudently bolted her 
door; ſo that when her lover wanted to repeat 
his viſit, he was not only ſurpriſed and incenſed 
at this diſagreeable ſerenade, the author of which 
he did not know; but when, compelled by his 
paſſion, which was by this time wound to the 
higheſt pitch, he ventured to approach the en- 
trance, he had the extreme mortification to find 
himſelf ſhut out; and he durſt not knock, or 
ſignify his preſence in any. other. manner, on ac- 
count of the lady's reputation;: which would have 
greatly ſuffered, had the ſnorer been waked by 
his endeavours. Had he known that the perſon. 
who thus thwarted his views, was the painter, 
he would have taken ſome, effectual ſtep. to e- 
move him; but he could not conceive what 
ſhould induce Pallet to take up his reſidence in 
that corner; nor could he uſe the aſſiſtance of a, 
light, to diſtinguiſh him, becauſe there was not 
a candle burning in the houſe; and beſides, the 
ſleeper might have opened his eyes in the very 
moment of his being detected by Peregrine, who 
would have incurred ſuſpicion, by appearing, at 
ſuch an hour, at that part of the inn, ſo. remote. 
from his own bed-chamber. n+ 
It is impoſſible to deſcribe the rage and vexa- 
tion of our hero, while he continued thus tanta- 
lized upon the brink of bliſs, after his defire had. 
been exaſperated by the circumſtances of his two 
former diſappointments. He ejaculated a thous. 
ſand execrations againſt his own fortune, curſed. 
all his fellow-travellers, without exception,  voWs' 
ed revenge againſt the painter, who had twice 
confounded his moſt intereſting ſcheme, and was. 
tempted to execute immediate vengeance. ae 
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the unknown cauſe of his preſent miſadventure; 
In this agony of diſtraction did he ſweat» two 
whole hours in the paſſage, though not without 
ſome faint hope of being delivered from his tor- 
mentor, who (he imagined) upon waking, would 
undoubtedly ſhift his quarters, and leave the field 
free to his — 5 but when he heard . 
repeat his ſalutations to the morn, which 
to open on the rear of night, he could — 
reſtrain his indignation, but going to his own 
chamber, filled a baſin with cold water, and, 
ſtanding at ſome diſtance, diſcharged it full in 
the face of the gaping ſnorer, who, over and 
above the ſurprize occaſioned by the ap 
was almoſt ſuffocated by the liquor that — 
his mouth, and ran down into his wind-pi 
While he gaſped like a perſon half 3 wart.” 
without knowing the nature of his diſaſter, or 
remembring the ſituation in which he fell afleep, 
Peregrine retired to his own door, and, to his no 
ſmall aſtoniſhment, from a long howl that in- 
vaded his ears, learnt that the patient was no 
other than Pallet, who had now, for the third 
time, baulked his fortune. 
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unfortunate offender, he ruſhed from his apart- 725 


ment with a horſe-whip, and encountering the 
painter in his flight, overturned him in the paſ- 
ſage, and exerciſed the 'inftrument of his wrath. 
with great ſeverity, on pretence of mift 
him for ſome preſumptuous cur, Which had di- 
ſturbed the repoſe of the inn; nay, when he 
called aloud for mercy in a ſupplicating tone, and 
his chaſtiſer could no longer pretend to treat him 
as a quadruped, ſuch was the virulence of the 
young gentleman's indignation, that he could 
not help declaring his ſatisfaction, by telling Pallet 
he had "rickly deſerved = puniſhment he had un- 
Vor. II. _ Gergaiing 
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dergone, for his madneſs, folly and im 


in contriving and executing ſuch idle ſchemes, as 
had no other EE Lag that of plaguing his 


yay Oe proteſted with great rt 1 hy he 
was innocent as the child unborn of any inten- 
tion to give umbrage to any perſon whatever, 

except the Iſraelite and his 5 who he knew- 
Had incurred his «diſpleaſure. © But, as God is 
my Saviour ! (faid he) I believe I am perſecuted 
with witchcraft, and begin to think that damn'd 
prieſt is an agent of the devil; for he has been 
but two nights in our company, during which I 

have not cloſed an eye, but on the contrary have 
been rener by all the fiends of hell. Pickle 
replied, that his torments had been oc- 
— his own fooliſh imagination; and 
aſked how * came to hol in that corner. The 
painter, who did not think proper to own the 
truth, ſaid, that he had been tranſported thither 
by ſome preternatural conveyance, and ſouſed in 
water by an inviſible hand: and the youth, in 
Hope of profiting by his abſence, adviſed him to 
retire immediately to his bed, and by fleep ſtrive 
to comfort his brain, which — to be not a 
-Hittle difordered by the want of that refreſhment. 
Pallet himſelf began to be very much of the ſame 
Way of thinking, and in compliance with ſuck 
vholeſome counſel, betook himſelf to reſt, mut- 
tering prayers all the way for the Neon of his 
Sg, 

_ Pickle - him to his chamber, * lock 
* him up, put the key in his own pocket, chat 
de might not have it in bis power to interrupt 
him again: but in his return he was met by Mr. 
Jolter and the doctor, who had been a ſecond 
time alarmed by the painter's cries, and come thi- 


her to enquire about this new adventure, Half 
5 J1J1ͤ¹.fN franlic 
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frantic with ſuch a ſeries of diſappointments, be 
curſed them in his heart for their unſeaſonable ap- 
pearance; and when they queſtioned him about 
Pallet, told them he had found him ſtark ſtarinę 
mad, bowling in à corner and yet to the {kin 
and conducted hm to bis room, Where he Was 
now abed. The phyſician hearing this cireum- 
— made a merit of bis vanity, and under 
pretence of concern for che patient's welfare, de- 
ſired he might have an A ty of examining 
the ——. his diſorder, without loſs of 
time; alledging; that many diſcaſes might have 
been ſtifled in the birth, which afterwards baMed 
all the endeavours of the medica] art. 5 5 7% 
gentleman accordingly delivered the key, an 
once more withdrew into his own chamber, with 
a view of ſeizing the firſt occaſion that ſhould 
preſent itſelf of rene win — — plication to his 
Amanda's: door; while” the doctor, in his way to 
Pallet's''a t, hinted to the governor his 
ſuſpicion, that the patient laboured under that 
dreadful ſy called the hydrophiobia,” which 
he obſerved had ' ſometimes appeared in perſons 
who were not previouſly bit by a mad dog. This 
conjecture he founded upon the how! he utterod 
when he was ſouſed with water, and began to re- 
collect certain cireumſtances of the painter's beha- 
viour for ſome days paſt, which no he could plain- 
ly perceive had prognoſticated ſome ſueh calamity. 
He then aſcribed the diſtemper to the violent frights 
he had lately undergone, affirmed that the affair of 
the Baſtile had made ſuch a violent iticroachtnent 
upon his underſtandin that his manner of think - 
ing and was intirely altered; and by a the- 
ory of his own invention, explained the effects of 
fear upon a looſe ſyſtem of nerves, and demonſtra- 
ted the modus in which the animal ſpirits operate 
upon the ideas and power of imagination. 
4 11 14 L E 2 This 
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. This. diſquiſition, which was communicated at 
the painter's door, might have laſted / till break- 
faſt, had not  Jolter.; reminded him of his own - 
e Jenianti ccurrite, anorho 3 upon which he 
e key to immediate uſe; and they walked 
y op rodeo the bed, Where the patient lay ex- 
tended at full length in the arms of ſlumber, 
The phyſician; took notice of his 
and his mouth being; open; and from theſe diag» 
noftics declared, that the liquidum nervoſum was 
intimately. affected, and the 'faliva impregnated 
with the ſpiculated particles of the virus; -howſo+ 
ever contracted. This ſentence was ſtill. farther 
confirmech by the ſtate of his pulſe, which being 
full and flowz, indicated an oppreſſed circulation, 
frog a loſs of elaſticity in the propelling; arteries; 
and he. that he ſhould immediately 
ſuffer a d aſperſion of watet, which would 
not only contribute to the cure, but alſo certify 
them, beyond all paſſibility of doubt, with regard 
to the fate of the diſeaſe: for it would evidently 
appear, from the manner in Which he would bear 
the application, whether or not his horror of water 
amounted to a confirmed hydrophobia. Mr. Jolter, 
in compliance with r 
2 bottle of water, Which he found in the room 
in a baſin; when; he was interrupted by the pre- 
ſcriber, who adviſed him to uſe. the conte nta af 
the chamber pot, which impregnated with 
ſalt, would: operate more effectually than put 
element. Thus directed, the: governor lifted up 
the veſſel, which was replete. with {medicine} and 
with one turn of his hands the whole 
healing inundation upon the ill-omen'd} patient, 
who waking in the utmoſt diſtraction of horror 
yelled moſt hideouſly, juſt at the time when Pet 
regtrine had brought his miſtreſs to a parleys ani 
 tertained hopes of being admitted into her. chambes 
2 84 _ Terrified 
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| Terrified at this exclamation, ſhe inſtantly 
broke off the treaty, beſeeching him to-retire 
from the door, that her honour might receive _ 
injury from his being found in that place; and 
he had juſt enough of recollection left to ſee the 
neceſſity of obeying the order; in conformity to 
which he — well nigh, deprived of his 
ſenſes, and almoſt perſuaded, that ſo many unac- 
countable diſappointments: muſt have 
from ſome ſupernatural cauſe, of which the idiot 
Pallet was no more than * r age 
ment. 

Mean while, the decker having: Martians the 
malady of the patient, whoſe eries, interrupted 
by frequent ſobs and ſighs, he interpreted into the 
barking of a dog; having no more ſalt- water at 
hand, reſolved to renew the bath with ſuch ma- 
terials as chance would afford, and actually laid 
hold of the bottle and baſin. But by this 52 
the painter had recovered the uſe of his ſenſes 
well, as to perceive his drift; and ſtarting 
like a frantick Bedlamite, ran directly to his 1 
ſwearing with many horrid imprecations, that he 
would murder them both immediately, if he 
ſhould be hanged before dinner. They did not 
chooſe to wait the iſſue of his threat, opens 
with ſuch precipitation, that the phyſician had al- 
moſt - diſlocated his ſhoulder, by running againſt 
one ſide of the entry; and Jolter having 
the door after him, and turned the key, betook 
himſelf to flight, roaring aloud for afkſtance, His 
colleague ſeeing the door ſecured, - valued himſelf 
upon his reſolution, and exhorted him to return ; 
declaring, that for his on part, be was more 
afraid of the madman's teeth than of his weapon, 
and admoniſhing the governor to re- enter, and 
execute hat they had left undone; Go in (ſaid 
he) without fear or apprehenſion, and if any ac- . 
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eident ſhall happen to you, either from his laver 
or his fword, I will affiſt you with my advice, 
which from this ſtation I can more coolly and di- 
ſtinctly adminiſter, than I ſhould be able to ſup- 
ply, if my ideas were diſturbed, or m en 
engaged in any perſonal concern.“ 
th en who could make no objection to the 
juſtneſs of the concluſion, frankly owned, that he 
= no inclination to try the experiment; obſerv- 
- Ang, that ſelf · preſervation was the firſt law of na- 
ture; that his connexions with the unhappy luna- 
tic were but flight, and that it could not be rea- 
ſonably expected, that he would run ſuch riſks for 
his ſervice, as were declined by one who had ſet 
out with him from England on the footing of a 
companion. This inſinuation introduced a diſpute 
| upon the nature of benevolence and the moral 
lenſe, which (the republican argued) exiſted inde- 
| nt of any private conſideration, and could 
never. by affected by any contingent circumſtance 
of time and fortune ; while the other, who ab- 
: horred his principles, aſſerted the duties and ex- 
zellence of private friendſhip, with infinite rancour 
of altercation. 
During the hotteſt of the argument, they were 
joined by — Capuchin, who being aſtoniſhed to 
ſee — thus virulently engaged at the door, and 
to hear the painter bellowing within the chamber, 
conjured them in the name of God to tell him 
the cauſe of that confuſion, which had kept the 
whole houſe in continual alarm during the belt 
part of the night, and feemed to be the immedi- 
ate work of the devil and his angels. When the 
governor gave him to underſtand, that Pallet was 
viſited with an evil ſpirit, he muttered a prayer of 
St. Antonio de Padua, and undertook to cure the 
painter, provided he could be fecured, ſo as that 


By might, without Guiger's to himſelf, burn part of 
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a certain relick under his. noſe, which be aſſured 
them was equal to the miraculous power of Elea- 
zar's ring. They expreſſed great curioſity to 
know what this treaſure was; and the prieſt was 
prevailed upon to tell them in -confidence, that it 
was a collection of the parings of the nails be- 
longing to thoſe two madmen whom Jefus purged 
of the legion of devils that afterwards entered the 
ſwine. So ſaying, be pulled from one of his 
pockets a ſmall box, containing about an ounce 
of the parings of an horſe's hoof ; at ſight of 
which, the governor. could not help ſmiling, on 
account of the groſſneſs of the impoſition'z and 
the doctor aſked with a ſupercilious ſmile, whether 
thoſe maniacs whom Jeſus cured, were of the ſor- 
rel complexion, or dapple grey; for, from the 
texture of theſe parings, he could prove, that the 
original owners were of the quadruped order, and 
even diſtinguiſh, that their feet had been fortified 
with ſhoes of iron. 

The mendicant, hs oy an inveterate grudge 
againſt this ſon of Æſculapius, ever fince he had 
made ſo free with the catholic religion, replied 
with great bitterneſs, that he was à wretch with 
whom no Chriſtian ought to communicate; that 
the vengeance of heaven would one day overtake 
him, on account of his profanity ; and that His 
heart was ſhod with a metal much harder than iron, 
which he was afraid nothing but hell-ire would 
be able to melt. 

It was now broad- day, and all the ſervants. of 
the inn were afoot. Peregrine, ſeeing it would 
be impoſſible to obtain any fort of indemnification 
for the time he had loſt, and the perturbation ok 
his. ſpirits hindering him from enjoying repoſe 
which was, moreover, obſtructed by the noiſe of 
Pallet and his attendants, put on his cloaths: at 


once, and in exceeding ill humour arrived at he 4 
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ſpot where this triumvirate ſtood debating about 
the means of overpowering the furious painter, 
who ſtill continued his ſong of oaths and execra- 
tions, and made ſundry efforts to break open the 
door. Chagrin'd as our hero was, he could not 
help laughing when he heard how the patient had 
been treated; and his indignation changing into 
compaſhon, he called to him through the key- 
.. Hole, deſiring to know the reaſon of his diſtracted 
behaviour. Pallet no ſooner recognized his voice, 
than lowering his own to to a whimpering tone, 
* My dear friend! (ſaid he) I have at laſt de- 
tected the ruffians who have perſecuted me ſo 
much; I caught them in the fa& of ſuffocating 
me with cold water ; and by the Lord ! I will be 
revenged, or may I never live to finiſh my Cleo- 
atra, For the love of God ! open the door, and 
Iwill make that conceited pagan, that pretender 
to taſte, that falſe devotee of the ancients who 
poiſons people with ſillykickabies and deviPs dung; 
I fay,-I will make him a monument of my wrath, 
and an example to all the cheats and impoſtors of 
the faculty: and as for that thick-headed inſolent 
- pedant his confederate, who emptied my own jor- 
dan upon me while I flept, he had better have been 
in his beloved Paris, botching ſchemes for his friend 
the pretender, than incurred the effects of my re- 
ſentment. Gadſbodikins! I won't leave him « 
wind-pipe for the hangman to ſtop, at the end 
another rebellion. ** . or | 
_ - Pickle told him, that his conduct had been ſo 
extravagant, as to confirm the whole company in 
the belief, that he was actually deprived of: his 
ſenſes, on which ſuppoſition, Mr. Jolter and the 
doctor had acted the part of friends, in doing that 
which they thought moſt conducive to his recove- 
ry; ſo that their concern merited his thankful ac- 
knowledgment, inſtead of his frantic , 
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and that for his own part, he would be the firſt 
to condemn him, as one utterly bereft of his wits, 
and give orders for his being ſecured as a madman, 
unleſs he would immediately give à proof of his 
ſanity, by laying aſide his ſword, compoſing his 
ſpirits, and thanking his e, friends we ny 
care of his perſon. 
| This alternative quieted his ranks. in a mo- 
ment; he was terrified at the apprehenſion of be- 
ing treated like a Bedlamite, being dubious of the 
fate of his own brain; and on the other hand, 
had conceived ſuch an horror and antipathy for 
kis tormentors, that, far, from believing himſelf 
obliged by what they had done, he could not even 
think of them without the utmoſt rage and de- 
teſtation. He therefore, in the moſt 
voice he could aſſume, proteſted, that he never 
was leſs out of his ſenſes than at preſent, though 
he did not know how long he might retain them, 
if he ſhould be conſidered ĩn the light of a lunatic z 
and that, in order to prove his being campos mentis, 
he was willing to ſacrifice the reſentment he ſo 
juſtly harboured againſt thoſe who by their malice 

ad brought him to this paſs: but, as he appre- 
hended, it would be the greateſt ſign of madneſs 
he could exhibit, to thank them for the,miſchiefs 
they had brought upon him, he defired to be ex - 
cuſed from making any ſuch conceſſion, and ſwore 
he would endure every thing, W 
of ſuch mean abſurdity, . 

Peregrine held a conſultation upon this reply, 
when the governor and phyſician ſtrenuouſiy are 
gued againſt any capitulation with a maniac, and 
propoſed that ſome method might be taken ta ſeize, 
fetter and convey him into a dark room, where 
he might be treated according to the rules of art. 
But the Capuchin underſtanding the citeumſtances 
W undertook to reſtote him to his former 
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Rate, without having recourſe to ſuch violent mea- 
Tures : and Pickle, who was a better judge of the 
affair than any perſon preſent, opened the door 
without further heſitation, and diſplayed the poor 
Painter ſtanding with a woeful countenance, ſhiver- 
ing in bis ſhirt, ' which was as wet as if he had been 
dragged through the Dender ; a ſpectacle which 
gave ſuch offence to the chaſte eyes of the Hebrew's 
miſtreſs, who was by this time one of the ſpecta- 
tors, that ſhe turned ber head another way, and 
withdrew to her own room, exclaiming 
the indecent practices of men. 
Pallet, ſeeing the young gentleman enter, ran 
to him, and ſhaking him by the hand, called him 
his beſt friend, and ſaid he had reſcued him from 
thoſe who had a deſign againſt his life. The prieſt 
would have produced his parings, and applied them 
to his noſe ; but was hindered by Pickle; ho ad- 
viſed the patient to ſhift himſelf, and put on his 
eloaths: and this being done with great order and 
delibefation, Mr. Jolter, who, with the doctor, 
had kept at a wary diſtance, in expectation of 
Teeing ſome ſtrange effects of his diſtraction, began 
to believe that he had been guilty of a miſtake; and 
accuſed the phyſician of having miſled him by his 
falſe diagnoſtic. The doctor ſtill inſiſted upon 
his former declaration, aſſuring him, that a 
Pallet enjoyed a ſhort interval for the preſent, the 
delirium would ſoon recur, unleſs they would profit 
by this momentary calm, and order him to be 
blooded, bliſtered' and purged with: * men 
. | NAT 
The governor, e notwithſtanding this 
| bende, advanced to the injured party, and begg d 
pardon for the ſhare he bad in giving him ſuch 
diſturbance, declaring in the moſt ſolemn manner; 
that he had no other intention than that of con- 
Vibutiag * 21 that his behas 
£9313 * | | 
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wour was the reſult of the phyſician's preſerip- 
tion, which he affirmed was abſolutely n 
for the recovery ef bis healtb. 
I be painter, who had very little gall in bis diſ- 
poſition, was ſatisfied with this apology ; but his 
reſentment, which was before divided, now glowed 
with double fire againſt his firſt fellow-traveller, 
whom he looked upon as the author of all the 
miſchances he had undergone, and marked out for 
his vengeance accordingly. Vet the doors of re- 
conciliation were not ſhut againſt the doctor, Who 
with great juſtice might have transferred this load 
of oftence from himſelf to Peregrine, who was, 
without doubt, the ſource of — painter's misfor- 
tune: but, in that caſe, he muſt have owned him- 
ſelf miſtaken in bis medical capacity; and. he did 
wg think the friendſhip of Pallet important enough. 
to ſway. him to ſuch condeſcenſion; ſo that he 
reſolved to neglect him intirely, and gradually for- 
get the former correſpondence he had maintained: 
with a perſon. whom n ſo * of * 


notice. 


| CHAP. LXII. 
Peregrine, almoſt: diſtracted with hys dſappaint> 
ments, conjures the fair Fleming to. permit his- 
_ viſits at. Brullels. nm 


| ſuit. 


T8 GS being thus adjufted, and all the eom - 
pany dreſſed, "oy went to. breakfaſt about 
five in the morning, and ĩn leſs than an hout after 
were ſeated in the Diligence, where. a profound. 
ſilence prevailed. Peregrine, who uſed to be the 
life of the ſociety, being extremely penſive and 
melancholy on account of his miſhap, . 15 Iraelite 
and his Dulcinea dejected in conſequence. of their 
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the \painter in ſchemes of revenge, while Jolter, 
rocked by the motion of the carriage, made him- 
ſelf amends for the want of reſt he had ſuſtained, 
. and the Mendicant, with his fair charge, were 6 
feſted by the cloudy aſpect of our youth, in wh 
diſappointment, each of them, for different rea- 
ſons, bore no inconſiderable ſhare. This general 
languor and receſs from all bodily exerciſe, diſpoſed 
them all to receive the gentle yoke of ſlumber, 
and in half an hour after they had embarked, there 
was not one of them awake, except our hero and 
his miſtreſs, unleſs the Capuchin was pleaſed to 
counterfeit fleep, in order to indulge our young 
gentleman with an opportunity of enjoying ſome 
private converſation with his beauteous ward. 

* Peregrine did not neglect the occaſion ; but, on 
the contrary, ſeized the firſt minute, and in gentle 
murmurs lamented his hard hap in being thus the 
ſport of fortune. He aſſured her (and that with 
great fincerity) that all the croſs accidents of his life 
had not him one half of the vexation and 
keenneſs of chagrin which he had ſuffered laſt 
night ; and that now he was on the brink of -part- 
ing frem her, he ſhould 'be overwhelmed with the 

blackeft deſpair, if ſhe would not extend her com- 

paſſion ſo far as to give him an opportunity of ſigh- 
ing at her feet in Bruſſels, during the few days his 
affairs would permit him to ſpend in that city. 

This young lady, with an air of mortification, 

expreſſed her ſorrow for being the innocent cauſe 

of his anxiety ; ſaid, ſhe hoped laſt night's adven- 

ture would be a ſalutary warning to both theit ſouls; 

for ſhe was perſuaded, that her virtue was protected 

by the intervention of heaven ; that whatever im- 

preſſion it might have made upon him, ſhe was 

enabled by it to adhere to that duty from which - 

her paſſion had begun to ſwerve, and beſeeching 
un to forget her for his on peace, a" 
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underſtand, that neither the plan ſhe had laid down 
for her own conduct, nor the dictates of her ho- 
nour, would allow her to receive his viſits, or 
carry on any other correſpondence with him, while 
ſhe was reſtricted by the articles of her marriages 
VOW. | : . 40 
This explanation produced ſuch a violent effect 
upon her admirer, that he was for ſome minutes 
_ deprived of the faculty of ſpeech, which he no 
| ſooner recovered, than he gave vent to the moſt 
unbridled tranſports of paſſion. He taxed her with 
barbarity and indifference ; told her that ſhe had 
robbed him of his reaſon and internal peace; that 
he would follow her to the ends of the earth, and 
ceaſe to live ſooner than ceaſe to love her; that he 
would facrifice the innocent fool who had been the 
occaſion of all this diſquiet, and murder every 
man whom he conſidered as an obſtruction to his 
views. In a word, his paſſions, which had con- 
tinued ſo long in a ſtate of the higheſt fermenta» 
tion, together with the want of that repoſe which 
calms and quiets the perturbation of the ſpirits; 
had wrought him up to a"pitch of real diſtraction: 
and while he uttered theſe delirious expreſſions, the 
tears ran down his cheeks, and he underwent ſuch. 
agitation, that the tender heart of the fair Fle+ 
ming was affected with his condition; and, While 
her own face was bedewed with the ſtreams of 
ſympathy, ſhe begged him for heaven's fake to be 
compoſed, and promiſed, for his ſatisfaction, to 
abate ſomewhat of the rigor of her purpoſe: Con» +» 2 
ſoled by this kind declaration, he recollected him- 
ſelf, and, taking out his peneil, gave her his ad- 
dreſs, when ſhe had aſſured bim, that he ſhould 
hear from her in four and twenty hours at fartheſt; 
Thus ſoothed, he regained the empire of hims 
ſelf, and by degrees recovered his ſerenity. Hat 
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this was not the caſe with his Amanda, who, from 
this ſample of his diſpoſition, dreaded the impetu- 
oſity of his youth, and was effectually deterred 
from entering into any engagements that might 
ſubject her peace and reputation to the raſh effects 
of ſuch a violent ſpirit. Though ſhe was cap- 
tivated by his perſon and accompliſhments, ſhe had 
reflection enough to foreſee, that the longer ſhe 
countenanced his paſſion, her own heart would be 
more and more irretrievably engaged, and the quiet 
of her life the more expoſed to continual interrup- 
tion. She therefore profited by theſe conſider- 
ations, and a ſenſe of religious honour, which 
helped her to withſtand the ſuggeſtions of inclina- 


tion; and reſolved to amuſe her lover with falſe 


hopes, until ſhe ſhould have it in her power to 
relinquiſh his converſation, without running any 
riſk of ſuffering by the inconſiderate ſallies of his 
love. It was with this view, that ſhe deſired he 
would not inſiſt upon attending her to her mother's 
houſe, when the Diligence arrived at Bruſſels ; 
and he, cajoled by her artifice, took a formal leave 
of her, together with the other ſtrangers, fixing 
his habitation at the inn to which he and his fellow- 
travellers had been directed, in the impatient ex- 
tion of receiving a kind ſummons from her, 
within the limited time. Ke tang ee. 
Mean while, in order to divert his imagination, 
he went to ſee the ſtadthouſe, park and arſenal, 
took a ſuperficial view of the famous bookſeller's 
cabinet of curiolities, and ſpent the evening at the 
Italian opera which was at that time exhibited 
for the entertainment of Prince Charles of Lor- 
rain, then governor of the Low Countries. In 
ort, the- ſtated period was almoſt elapſed, when 
Peregrine was fayoured with a letter to this pur 
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« SIR, vis e LI: 
1 F you knew what violence I do my own heart, 
in declaring that I have withdrawn myſelf for 
ever from your addrefles, you would ſurely applaud 
the ſacrifice I make to virtue, and ſtrive toimitate 
this example of ſelf-denial.. Yes, Sir, heaven 
| hath lent me grace to ſtruggle with my guilty paſ- 
ſion, and henceforth to avoid the dangerous fight - 
of him who inſpired it. I therefore conjure you, 
by the regard you ought to have for the eternal 
welfare of us both, as well as by the eſteem and af- 
fection you profeſs, to war with your unculy incli- 
nation, and deſiſt from all attempts of fruſtrating 
the laudable reſolution I have made. Seek not to 
invade the peace of one who loves you, to diſturb 
the quiet of a family that never did you wrong, 
and alienate the thoughts of a weak woman from a 
deſerving man, who, by the moſt ſacred claim, 
is veſted with the full poſſeſſion of her heart. 


"This billet, without either date or ſubſcription, 
baniſhed all remains of diſcretion from the mind of 
our hero, who ran inſtantly to the landlord, in all 
the extaſy of madneſs, and demanded. to ſee the 
meſſe who brought the letter, on pain of put- 
ting his whole family to the ſword: The innkeep- 
er, terrified by his looks and menaces, fell upon 
his knees, proteſting in the face of heaven, that 
he was utterly ignorant and innocent of any thing 
that could give him offence, and that the billet 
was brought by a perſon whom he did not Know. 
and who retired immediately, ſaying, it required 
no anſwer. He then gate utterance to his fury, 
in a thouſand imprecations and anveCtives againſt 
the writer, whom, he diſhonoured with the appel- 
lations of a coquette, a jilt, an adventurer, Who, 
by means of a pimping prieſt, had defrauded him. 
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of his money. He denounced vengeance againſt 
the Mendicant, whom he ſwore he would * mag 
if ever he ſhould ſet eyes on him again: and the 
painter unluckily appearing during this paroxyſm 
of rage, he ſeized him by the throat, ſaying he 
was ruined by his accurſed folly ; and in all likeli- 
hood poor Pallet would have been ſtrangled, had 
not Jolter interpoſed in his behalf, beſeeching his 
pupil to have mercy upon the ſufferer, and with 
infinite anxiety deſiring to know the cauſe of this 
violent affault. He received no anſwer, but a 
 ftringof incoherent curſes, and when the painter, 
with unſpeakable aſtoniſhment, took God to wit- 
neſs, that he had done nothing to diſoblige him, 
the governor to think in ſad earneſt, that 
Peregrine's vivacity had at length riſen to the tran- 
rts of actual madneſs, and was himſelf almoſt 
iſtracted with this ſuppoſition. That he might 
the better judge what remedy ought to be applied, 
he uſed his whole influence, and practiſed all his 
eloquence upon the youth, in order to learn the 
immediate cauſe of his delirium. He employed 
the moſt pathetic intreaties, and even ſhed tears in 
the courſe of his ſupplication; ſo that Pickle (the 
firſt violence of the hurricane being blown over) 
was aſhamed of his own imprudence, and retired 
to his chamber, in order to recolle his diſſipated 
thoughts: there he ſhut himſelf up, and, for the 
ſecond time, peruſing the fatal epiſtle, began to 
waver in his opinion of the author's character and 
intention. He ſometimes conſidered her as one of 
thoſe nymphs who, under the maſk of innocence 
and ſimplicity, practiſe upon the hearts and purſes: 
of unwary and 'unexperienced youths : this was 
the ſuggeſtion of his wrath, inflamed by diſappoint- 
ment; Pur, when he reflected upon the circum- 


ſtances of her behaviour, and recalled her particu- 
lar charms to his imagination, the ſeverity _ 
A cenſure 
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eenſure gave way, and his heart declared in favour 
of her ſincerity, Yet even this conſideration ag- 

gravated the ſenſe of. his loſs, and he was in-dan- 
ger of relapſing into his former diſtraction, when 
his paſſion was alittle becalmed by the hope of ſee- 
ing her again, either by accident, or in the courſe 
of a diligent and minute inquiry, which he forth» 
with reſolved to ſet on foot. He had reaſon to be- 
lieve, that her own heart would eſpouſe his cauſe, 
in ſpite of her virtue's determination, and did not 
deſpair of the Capuchin, whoſe good 
offices he knew he could at any time command. 
Comforted with theſe reflexions, the tempeſt of his 
ſoul ſubſided, and in leſs than two hours he joined 
his company with an air of compoſure, and aſked 
the painter's forgiveneſs for the freedom he had 
— the cauſe of which he promiſed hereafter to 
explain. Pallet was glad of being reconciled on 
any terms to one whoſe countenance bim 
in æquilibrio with his antagoniſt the doctor; and 
Mr. Jolter was rejoiced beyond meaſure at his pu- 
pil's recovery. 


| C HAP. LXIL 
Peregrine meets with Ars. Hornbeck, and is con- 
ſeled for bis loſs. His valet de chambre is em- 
broiled with her duenna, whom, however, be Jon 


means to appeaſe. 


E VERY thing having thus reſumed its natu- 
ral channel, — dined together in great tran- 
quillity; and in the afternoon, Peregrine, un pre- 
tence of ſtaying at home to write letters, while 
his companions were at the coffee-houſe, ordered 
a coach to be called, and with his valet de cham- 
bre, who was the only perſon acquainted with the 
_ preſent ſtate of his thou ſet out for the Pro- 
2 to which all the ladies of n 
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the evening, during the ſummer-ſeaſon, in hopes 
of ſeeing his fugitive,among the reſt, - . 
Having made a circuit round the walk, and 
narrowly obſerved every female in the place, he 
perceived at ſome diſtance the livery of Hornbeck 
upon a lacquey that ſtood at the back of a coach: 
upon which, he ordered his man to reconnoitre 
the faid carriage, while he pulled up his glaſſes, 
that he might not be diſcovered, before he ſhould 
have-received ſome intelligence, by which he might 
conduct himſelf on this unexpected occaſion, t 
already began to interfere with the purpoſe of his 
coming thither, though it could not diſpute his 
attention with the idea of his charming Un- 
His Mercury having made his obfervations, re- 
ported, that there was no body in the coach but 
Mrs. Hornbeck and an-elderly woman, who had 
all d. of a duenna, and that the ſervant was 
not the ſame footman who had attended them in 
France. Encouraged by this information, our 
hero ordered himſelf to be driven cloſe up to that 
ſide of their convenience on which his old miſtreſs 
fat, and accoſted her with the uſual ſalutation. 
This lady no ſooner beheld her gallant, than her 
cheeks reddened with a double glow; and ſhe ex- 
claimed, Dear brother, Im overjoy'd to ſee you ! 
Pray come into our coach. He took the hint im- 
. mediately, and complying with her requeſt, em- 
braced this new ſiſter with great affection. 
Perceiving that her attendant was very much 
ſurpriſed — alarmed at this unexpected meeting, 
ſhe, in order to baniſh her ſufpicion, and at the 
ſame time give her lover his cue, told him that 
his brother (meaning her huſband) was gone to 
the Spa for a few weeks, by the advice of phyſici- 
ans, on account of his ill ſtate of health; and that, 
from his laſt letter, ſhe had the —_— 
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he was in a fair way of doing well. The yo 
gentleman expreſſed his ſatisfaction at this biece of 
news, obſerving with an air of fraternal concern, 
that if his brother had not made too free with his 
conſtitution, his friends in England would have 
had no occaſion to repine at his abſence and want 
of health, by which he was banifhed' from his 
own country and connexions. He then aſked 
with an affectation of ſurprize, why ſhe had not 
accompanied her ſpouſe ? and was given tounder- 
ſtand, that his tenderneſs of affection would not 
ſuffer him to expoſe her to the fatigues of the jour- 
ney, which lay among rocks that were almoſt in- 

The duenna's doubts being eaſed by this pre- 
amble of converſation, he changed the ſubject to 
the pleaſures of the place; and among other ſuch 
queſtions, inquired if ſhe' had as yet viſited Ver- 
failles? This is a public houſe ſituated upon the 
canal, at the diſtance of about two miles from 
town, and accommodated with tolerable gardens 
for the entertainment of company, When ſhe re- 
plied in the negative, he propoſed to accompany 
her thither immediately; but the governante, who 
had hitkerto ſat ſilent, objected to this propoſal, 
telling them, in broken Engliſh, that as the lady 
was under her care, ſhe could not anſwer to Mr. 
Hornbeck for allowing her to viſit ſuch a ſuſpici- 
ous place. As for that matter, Madam, (faid 
the confident gallant) give yourſelf no trouble, the 
conſequences ſhall be at my peril; and I will un- 
dertake to inſure you againſt my brother's reſent- 
ment.” So ſaying, he directed the coachman to 
the place, and ordered his own to follow, under 
the auſpices of his valet de chambre, while the old 
8 over- ruled by his aſſurance, quietly 
ubmitted to his authority, = | a 
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| Being arrived at the place, he handed the ladies 
from the coach, and then, for the firſt time, ob- 
ſerved that the duenna was lame, a circumſtance 
of which he did not ſcruple to take the advantage; 
for they had ſcarce alighted, and drank. a glaſs of 
wine, when he adviſed his ſiſter to enjoy a walk in 
the garden: and although the attendant made ſhift 
to keep them almoſt always in view, they enjoyed 
a detached converſation, in which Peregrine learnt, 
that the true cauſe of her being left behind at Bruſ- 
ſels, whilſt her huſband proceeded to Spa, was his 
. dread of the company and familiarities of that 
place, to which his jealouſy durſt not expoſe her; 
and that ſhe had lived three weeks in a convent at 
Liſle, from which ſhe was delivered by his own 
free motion, becauſe indeed he could no longer 
exiſt without her company; and laſtly, our lover 
underſtood, that her governante was a mere dra- 
gon, who had been recommended to him by a 
Spaniſh merchant, whoſe wife ſhe attended to her 
dying day: but the very much queſtioned whether 
or not her fidelity was proof enough againſt money 
and ſtrong waters. Peregrine aſſured her the ex- 
periment ſhould be tried before parting ; and they 
agreed to paſs the night at Verſailles, provided 
endeavours ſhould ſucceed. 
Having exerciſed themſelves in this manner, un- 
til his duenna's ſpirits were pretty much exhauſt- 
ed, that ſhe might be the better diſpoſed to recruit 
them with a glaſs of liqueur, they returned to their 
apartment, and the cordial was recommended and 
received in a bumper: but as it did not produce 
ſuch a viſible / alteration as the ſanguine 4— of 
Pickle had made him expect, and the old gentle- 
woman obſerved that it began to be late, that 
the gates would be ſhut in a little time, he filled 
up a parting glaſs, and pledged her in equal quan- 
tity, Her blood was too much chilled to be war 


* 
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med even by this extraordinary doſe, which made 
immediate innovation in the brain of our youth, 
who in the gaiety of his imagination overwhelm- 
ed this She- Argus with ſuch profuſton of 
try, that ſhe was more intoxicated with his ex- 
preffions* than with the ſpirits ſhe had drank ; 
and when in the courſe of toying he dropt a purſe 
into her boſom, ſhe ſeemed to forget how the 
night wore, and with the approbation of her 
charge, aſſented to bis propotal of n ſome- 
thing for ſupper. 
is Was a best pee which our adventurer 
had gained, and 4 he plainly — th the 

nante mi 3 gong Har herſelf | 
credit for all the paſſion he had p 
error could be rectified by — means — 
thoſe of plying her with the bottle, until her di- 
Ringuithi ing faculties ſhould be overpowered, he 
promoted a quick circulation, and ſhe did him ju- 
ſtice, without any manifeſt ſigns of inebriation, ſo 
long, that his own eyes began to reel in the ſock- 
ets; and he found, that before his ſcheme could be 
accompliſhed, he ſhould be effectually unfitted for 
all the purpoſes of love. He therefore had res 
courſe to his valet de chambre, who underſtood 
the hint as ſoon as it was given, and readily under. 
took to perform the part, "of which his maſter had 
play'd the prelude! This affair being ſettled to 
his ſatisfaction, and the night at odds with mor- 
ning, he took an opportunity of imparting to the 
car of this aged 'Dulcinea a kind whiſper, import- 
ing a promiſe of viſiting her, hen his fiſter ſhould 
be retired to her own chamber, and an earneſt Ge 
fire” of leaving her door onfocked. 
This agroeable intimation being Cmünteten 
he conveyed a caution of the Tame nature to Mrs. 
Hornbeck, as he led her to her apartment; and 
4 darkneſs 
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A ad filence no ſooner. prevailed in the. 
houſe, than he and his truſty ſquire ſet out on 
their different voyages; and every thing would, 
have ſucceeded according to their wiſh, had not. | 
the valet de chambre ſuffered himſelf to fall aſlecg, 
at the ſide of his inamorata, and in the agitation. 
of a violent dream, exclaimed in a voice ſo unlike 
to that of her ſuppoſed adorer, that ſhe diſtinguiſh · 
ed the difference at once; and waking him with a 
pinch and a loud fhriek, threatened to proſecute 
him for a rape, and reviled him with alf the epi- 
thets her rage and diſappointment could ſuggeſt. 
The Frenchman finding himſelf detected, be- 
haved with great temper and addreſs: he degg d | 
ſhe would compoſe herſelf, on account of her own 
reputation, which was extremely dear to him ; pro- 
teſted, that he had a moſt inviolable eſteem for her 
perſon ; ; and that if he had not already gien con- 
vincing ptoofs of his paſſion, he was diſpoſed to do 
every thing in his power for her ſatisfaction. 
Theſe repreſentations, mingled. with ſome little 
praftical expreſſions of tenderneſs, had weight 
with the duenna, who, upon recollection, com- 
ehended the whole a and thought it would 
bet her intereſtto bring matters to an accommoda- 
She cherefore admitted the apologies of her 
bedfctiow, provided. he would promiſe to attone 
by marriage for the injury the had ſuſtained ; and 
in this particular he ſet her heart at eaſe by repeat- 
ed vows, which he uttered with ſurpriſing volubi- 
lity, though without any intention to Pe the 
leaſt tittle of their contents. | 
— Petegrine, who had been armed by 1 her. excla 
mation, and run to the door with à view. 9 TY 
terpoſing, according to the emergency of the caſe, 
over-hearing the affair thus compromiled, returned 
to his miſtreſs, who was highly entertained 41 
4441 an 
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an account of what had paſſed, foreſeeing, that for 


the future ſhe ſhould be under mates Kong. fg or re- 


ſtriction from the W of her guard. 


RE, © H A; P. LXIV. ö 
yy uni is informed of his wife's 8 nes” 7 
„ for whom he prepares à ſiratagems 
which is rendered ineffeftual by the information 
of Pipes. The huſband 1s duck wot hs his ententis 


"0 and our hero wg King by patrols, 


H E R E was anceber F however, fill 
ungaified ; and that was no other than her 
footman, whoſe ſecrecy our hero attempted to ſe- 
cure in the morning by an handſome preſent; 
which he received with many profeſſions of grati- 
tude and devotion to his ſervice ; yet this com- 
plaiſance was nothing but a cloak uſed-to-diſguiſe 
the deſign he harboured of making his maſter 
acquainted with the whole tranſaction. Indeed this 
lacquey had been hired, not only as a ſpy upon his 
miſtreſs, but alſo as a check on the conduct of the 
governante, with promiſe of ample reward, if ever 
he ſhould diſcover any ſiniſter or ſuſpicious practices 
in the courſe of their behaviour: and as for the 
footman whem they had brought from England, 
be was retained in attendance upon the perſon of 
his maſter, whoſe confidence he had loſt, by ad- 
viding him to gentle methods of reclaiming his 


lady, when her irregularities biene 3 


his wrath. 

The Flemiſh valet, in conſequence of the oc 
he had undertaken, wrote to Hornbeck by the 
firſt poſt, giving an exact detail of the adven- 
ture at Verſailles, with ſuch a deſcription of the 
pretended brother, as left the huſband no room to 
think he could be any other perſon than his firſt di- 
ee and exaſperated him to ſuch 3 
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that he reſolved to lay an ambuſh' for this invader; 
and at once diſqualify him from diſturbing his re- 
poſe, by maintaining further correſpondence with 
his wife. l | 

Mean while the lovers enjoyed themſelves 
without reſtraint, and Peregrine's plan of inquiry 
after his dear Unknown was for the preſent poſt- 
poned. His fellow travellers - were confounded at 
his myſterious motions, which filled the heart of 
Jolter with anxiety, and terror. This careful 
conductor was fraught with ſuch experience of 
His pupil's diſpoſition, that he trembled with the 
apprehenſion of ſome ſudden accident, and lived 
in continual alarm, like a man that walks under 
the wall of a nodding tower. Nor did he enjoy 
any alleviation of his fears, when upon telling the 
young gentleman, that the reſt of the company 
were deſirous of departing for Antwerp, he an- 
ſwered, they were at liberty to conſult their own 
inclinations ;.: but for bis on part, he was re- 
ſolved to ſtay in Bruſſels a few days longer. By 
this declaration, the governor was confirmed in 
the opinion of his having ſome intrigue upon the 
anvil; and in the bitterneſs of his vexation, took 

the liberty of ſignifying his ſuſpicion, and re- 
minding him of the dangerous dilemmas to which 
he had been reduced by his former precipitation. 

Peregrine took his caution in good part, and 
promiſed to hehave with ſuch circumſpection, as 
would ſcreen him from any troubleſome conſe- 
quences for the future: but, nevertheleſs, be- 
haved that ſame evening in ſuch a manner, as 
plainly ſhewed, that his prudence was nothing 
elſe than vain ſpeculation. He had made an ap- 
pointment to ſpend the night, as uſual, with Mrs. 
Hornbeck; and about nine o'clock haſtened to her 
lodgings, when he was accoſted in the ſtreet by his 
old diſcarded. friend Thomas Pipes, who, without 
_— . any 
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any other preamble, told him, that for! all he had 

turned him adtift, be did not chooſe to ſee him run 
Full ſail into his enemy's: harbour, without giving 


him timely notice of the danger. II tell vou + 


what, (faid he) mayhap you think I Want to curry 
favour, that I may be taken in tow. again ; if you 
do, you have made a miſtake in -your reckoning. 
I am old enough to be laid up, and have wherewith- 
all to keep my planks from the weather. But this 
here is the affair; I have known you ſince you were 
no higher than a marlinſpike, and ſnouldn't care to 
ſee you deptived of your carriages at theſe years: 
whereby I am informed by Hornbeck's man, whom 
I this afternoon fell in with by chance, as how his 
maſter has got intelligence, of your boarding his 
wife, and has ſteer'd privately into this port, with 
a large compliment of hands, in order d' ye ſee, 
to ſecute you while you are under the hatches, and 
cut away your tackle, without fear ot mercy. Now 
if ſo be as how you have a mind to give him a ſalt 
eel for his ſupper; hete am I, without hope of fee 
or reward, ready to ſtand by you as long as my 
timbers will ſtick together; and if I expect any re- 
compence, may I be bound to eat oakum and drink 
bilge-water for life.“ 1191938» » oF 5x"; 
Startled at this information, Peregrine examined 
him upon the particulars of his diſcourſe with the 
lacquey; and when he underſtood that Hornbeck's - 
intelligence flowed from the canal of his Flemiſh 
footman, he believed every circumſtance of Tom's 
report, thanked him f6r this warning, and after ha- 
ving reprimanded him for: his m{behaviour at Life, 
aſſured him, that it ſhould'be- his own fault if ever 
they ſhould part again. He: then deliberated with 
himſelf whether, or not he ſhauld retort the purpoſe 
upon his adverſary ; but, hen he conſidered that 
Hornbeck was not tue aggreſſur, and made that un- 
happy huſband's. caſe his owng; he could hot help = 
* Vor. II. | F | acquiting 


2 my | 
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acquiting his intention of revenge; though, in his 
opinion, it ought to have been executed in a more 
honourable manner; and therefore he determined. 
to chaſtiſe him for his want of ſpirit, Nothing ſure- 
ly can be more inſolent and unjuſt than this deter- 
mination; which induced him to puniſh a perſon, 
for his want of courage to redreſs the injury which 
he himſelf had done to his reputation and peace; 
and yet this barbarity of deciſion is ſanctioned by 
the opinion and practice of mankind. _ 
With theſe ſentiments he returned to the i inn, 
and putting a pair of piſtols in his pocket, ordered 
his valet de chambre and Pipes to follow him at a 
ſmall diſtance, ſo as that they ſhould be within call, 
in caſe of neceſſity, and poſted himſelf within thirty 
yards of his Dulcinea's door. There he had not 
been above half an. hour, when he perceived four 
men take up their ſtation on the other ſide, with a 
view, as he gueſſed, to watch for his going in, that 
he might be taken unaware. But when they had 
tarried a conſiderable time in that corner, without 
reaping the fruits of their expeQation, their leader, 
"perſuaded that the gallant had gained admittance 
by ſome ſecret means, approached the door with his 
followers, who, according to the. inſtructions th 
had received, no ſooner ſaw it opened, than they 
"ruſhed in, leaving their employer in the ſtreet, where 
he thought his perſon would be leaſt endangered. 
Our adventurer ſeeing him alone, advanced with 
ſpeed, and clapping a piſtol to his breaſt, command- 
ed him to follow his footſteps, without noiſe, on 
pain of immediate death. 

Terrified at this ſudden apparition, Hornbeck o- 
beyed in ſilence; and in a few minuets they arrived 
at the quay; avhere Pickle halting, gave him to un- 
derſtand, that he was no ſtranger to his villainous 
deſign ; and told him, that if he conceived himſelf 


—_ by any a of his c—— he 
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would now give him an opportunity of teſenting 


the wrong, in a manner becoming a man of honour. 
-< You have a {word about you, (ſaid he) or if you 
don't cheoſe to put the affair on that, iſſue, 
— is a bi acę of piſtuls, take which you pleaſe. 

uch an addreſs: could not fail to difconcert a man 
of his character. Aſter ſome heſitation, he in 2 
faultering accent denied that his deſign was to mu- 
tilate Mr. Pickle, but that he thought himſelf in- 
titled to the benefit of the law, by which he would 
have obtained a divorce, if he could haye procured 
evidence of his wife's infidelity ; and with that view 
had employed people to take advantage of the in- 


formation he had received. + With regard to his al · 4. x 


ternative, he declined it intirely, becauſe he 
could not ſee what ſatisfaction he ſhould enjoy, in 
being ſhot, through the head, or run through the 
lungs, by a perſon who had already wronged him 
in an irreparable manner; and laſtly, his feat mada 
im propoſe, that the affalt ſhould be leftto the arbi- 

tration of two creditable, men, altogether uncon 
cerned in the diſpu te. 

To theſe remonſtrances, P ine replied, in 
the ſtile of a hot- headed young man, conſcious of 
his own unjuſtifiable behaviour, that every gentle 
man ought to be a judge of his on honbur; and 
therefore he would ſubmit to the deciſion of no um- 
pire whatſover 3 that he would forgive his want ot 
courage, Which might be a natural infirmity, but 
his mean diſſimulation he could not pardon; and 
that, as he was certified of the raſcally intent of his 
ambuſcade, hy undoubted intelligence, he would 
treat him, not with a retaliation of his on treach- 
ery, but with ſuch indignity aa a ſcoundrel deſerves 
to ſuffer; unless he would, make one effort to main- 
tain the character he aſſumed in life: ſo ſaying, he 
again preſented hys piſtol, which being rejected as 


? 
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before, he called his two miniſters, and ordered 
them to duck him in the canal. 

This command was pronounced and bur al- 
moſt inthe ſame breath, to the unſpeakable terror 
and diſorder of the poor ſhivering patient, who, 
having undergone the immerſion, ran about like a 


drowned rat, ſqueaking for aſſiſtance and revenge. 


His cries were overheard by the patrole, which, 


chancing to paſs that way, took him under their pro- 
tection, and, in conſequence of his complaint and 
information, went in purſuit of our adventurer and 
his attendants, who were ſoon overtaken and ſur- 
rounded. Raſh and inconſiderate as the young gen- 
tleman was, he did not pretend to ſtand upon tae. 
defenſive, againſt a file of muſketeers, althougn 
Pipes had drawn his cutlaſs at their approach, but 
ſurrendered himſelf without oppoſition, and was 
conveyed to the main guard, where the command- 
ing officer, engaged by his appearance and addreſs, 
treated. bim with all imaginable reſpect, and hear- 
Ing the particulars of his adventure, aſſured him, 
that the prince would conſider the whole is a"Towr 
4 | Jruneſſe, and order him to be releaſed without 
n 
Next morning, when this bd en gave in his 
report, he made ſuch a favourable repreſentation of 
the priſoner, that our hero was on the point of be- 
ing diſcharged; when Hornbeck preferred a com- 
plaint, accuſing him of 2 purpoſed aſſaſſination; 
and praying that ſuch puniſhment ſhould be inflicted 
upon him, as his highneſs ſhould think adequate to 
the nature of the crime. The ptince, perplexed. 
with this petition, in conſequence of which he fore- 
ſaw, that he muſt diſoblige a Britiſh ſubject, (ent 
for the plaintiff, of whom he had ſome: krowledee) 
and in perſon exhorted him to drop the proſecutions 
which would only ſerve to propagate hisown 


But Herabeck was too much incenſed to liſten %. * 
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any propoſal'of that kind, and peremptorilydemand 
ed juſtice againſt the priſonet, whom he repreſented 
as an obſcure adventurer, who had made repeated 
attempts upon his honour and his life. Prince Charles 
told him, that What he had adviſed was in the 
capacity of a friend, but, ſinoe he infiſted upon 
his acting as a magiſtrate, the affair ſhould be 
examined, and determined according to the dic- 
tates of Juſtice and truth. - ts 24; $2356 

The petitioner being diſmiſſed with this promiſe, 
the defendant was in his turn brought before the 
judge, whoſe prepoſſeſſion in his favour, was in 
a great meaſure weakened by what his antagonift 
had ſaid to the prejudice of his birth and reputa- 


a tion. . 


CH AP. LXV. 8 

Peregrine id releaſed. Jolter confounded at his my» 
fterious conduct. A conteſt bappens between the 
poet and painter, -who are reconciled: by the medi» 
ation of their fellow travellers.  * 


U R hero, underſtanding from ſome expreſſi- 
ons which eſcaped the prince, that he was 
conſidered in the light of a ſharper and aſſaſſin, 
begged that he might have the — ſending 
for ſome vouchers, that would probably vindicate 
his character from the malicious aſperſions of his 
adverſary; and this permiſſion being granted, he 
wrote a letter to his governor, deſiring that he 
would bring to him the letters of recommendation 
which he had received from the Britiſh embaſſadob 
at Paris, and ſuch other papers as he thought con- 
ducive to evince the importance of his ſituation. 
The billet was given in charge to one of ihe 
ſubaltern — on duty, who carried it to the 
inn, and demanded to ſpeak with Mr. Jolter. Pal- 
let, who happened to be at the door, when this 
ad” | F 3 ; meſſenger 
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meſſenger arrived, and heatd him enquire for the 
tutor, ran directly to that gentleman's-apartment, 
and in manifeſt diſorder told him, that a huge fel - 
low of a ſoldier, with a monſtr ous pair of. Whiſk- 
ers, and a fur : cap as big as a buſhel was aſkigg 
for him at the door. Ihe poor governor began to 
ſhake at this intimation, though he was not con- 
ſcious of having committed any thing that could 
attract the attention of the ſtate; and, when the 
officer appeared at his chamber - door, his confuſi- 
on increaſed to ſuch a degree, that his, perception 
ſeemed to: vaniſh, and the ſubaltern repeated the 
purport of his errand three times, before he could 
comprehend his meaning, or, venture to receive the 
letter which he preſented. At length, however, he 
ſummoned all his fortitude, and having peruſed the 
epiſtle, his terror ſunk into anxiety ; his ingenioas 
fear immediately ſuggeſted, that Peregrine- was 
confined in a dungeon, for ſome outrage he had 
eommitted.; he ran with great agitation to a trunk, 
and taking out a. bundle of papers, followed bis 
conductor, being attended by the painter, to whom 
he had hinted his apprehenſion. When they paſſed 
through the guard, which was under arms, the 
hearts of both died within them; and when they 
came into the preſence, there was ſuch an expreſſi- 
on of awful horror on the countenance of Jolter, 
chat the prince, obſerving his diſmay, was pleaſed 
to encourage him with an aſſurance, that he had 
nothing to fear. Thus comforted, he recollected 
himſelf ſo well as to underſtand his pupil, when 
he deſired him to produce the Embaſlador's letters; 
ſome of which being open, were immediately read 
by his higbneſs, who was perſonally acquainted 
with the writer, and knew ſeveral of the noble 
men to whom they were addreſſed. Theſe te: 
commendations were ſo warm, and tepreſented 
the young gentleman in ſuch an . 
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light, that the prince, convinced of the injuſtice 
Eis character had ſuffered by the mil 45 
ef Hornbeck, took our hero by the hand, aſked 
pardon for the doubts he had entertained of his ho- 
nour, declared him from that moment at liberty, 
ordered his domeſticks to be enlarged, and offered 
him his countenance and ptotection, as long as he 
ſhould remain in the Auſtrian Netherlands. At 
the ſame time, he cautioned him againſt indiſcre- 
tion in the courſe of his gallantries; and took his 
word and honour, that he ſhould drop all meaſures 
of reſentment againſt the perſon of Hornbeck, du- 
ring his reſidence in that place. 

The delinquent, thus honourably acquitted, 
thanked the prince in the moſt reſpectful manner, 
for his generoſity and candour, and retired with 
his two friends, who were amazed and bewildered 
in their thoughts, at what they had ſeen and heard, 


the whole adventure ſtill remaining without the 


ſphere of their comprehenſion, which, was not at 
all enlarged by the unaccountable appearance of 
Pipes, who, with the valet de chambre, joined 
them at the caſtle gate. Had Jolter been a man of 
a luxuriant imagination, his brain would undoubt- 
edly have ſuffered in the inveſtigation of his pupil's 
myſterious conduct, which he ſtrove in vain to 
unravel ; but his intellects were too ſolid to be af- 
fected by the miſcarriage of his invention; and -as 
Peregrine did not think proper to ame him ac- 
quainted with the cauſe of his being apprehended, 
he contented himſelf with ſuppoſing, that there 
was a lady in the caſe. 

The painter, whoſe imagination was of a more 
flimſy texture, formed a thouſand chimerical con- 
jectures, which he communicated. to Pickle, in 
imperfect inſinuatiohs, hoping, by his anfwers — 
behaviour, to diſcover the truth; but the youth, 


in order to tantalize him, eluded all his enquiries, 
F 4 with 
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with ſuch appearance of induſtry and art, as heigh- 
tened his curioſity, while it difappointed his aim, 
and inflamed him to ſuch a degree of impatience, 
that his wits began to be unſettled, and Peregrine 
was fain to recompoſe his brain, by telling him in 
confidence, that he had been arreſted as a ſpy. 


This ſecret he found more intolerable than his for- 


mer uncertainty”; he ranfrom one apartment to 
another, like a gooſe in the agonies of egg-laying, 
with intention of difburdening this important load; 
but, Jolter being engaged with his pupil, and all 
the people of the houſe ignorant of the only lan- 
guage he could ſpeak, he was compelled, with in- 
finite reluctance, to addreſs himſelf to the doctor, 
who was, at that time, ſhut up in his own cham- 
ber. Having knocked at the door, to no purpoſe, 
he peeped through the key-hole, and ſaw the phy- 
fician ſitting at a table, with a pen in one hand, 
and paper before him, his head reclined upon his 
other hand, and his eyes fixed upon the cieling, as 
he had been intranced. Pallet, concluding that 
was under the power of ſome convulſion, en- 
deavoured te force the door open, and the noiſe of - 
his efforts recalled the doctor from his reverie. 
This poetical republican, being ſo diſagreeably di- 
Rurbed, ſtarted upin a paſſion, and opening the 
door, no ſooner perceived who had interrupted 
him, than he flung it in his face with great fury, 
and curſed him for his impertinent intruſion, which 
had deprived him of the moſt delightful viſion that 
ever regaled the human fancy. He imagined, (as 
he afterwards imparted to Peregrine) that as he en- 
joyed himſelf in walking through the flowery plain 
that borders on Parnaſſus, he was met by a vene- 
rable ſage, whom, by a certain divine vivacity that 
lightened from his eyes, he inſtantly knew to be 
the immortal Pindar. He was immediately fo 
| e 


* 


PEREGRINE 'PTCK LE. 165 


with reverence and 'awe, arid proftrated himſelf 
before the apparition, which taking him by the 
hand, lifted him gently from the ground ; and with 
words more ſweet than the honey of the Hybla 
bees, told him, that of all the moderns, he alone 
was viſited by that celeſtiat impulſe by which hira- 
ſelf had been inſpired, when he produced his moſt 
applauded odes. So faying, he led him up the 
ſacred hill, perſuaded him to drink a copious 
draught of the waters of the Hippocrene, and then 
preſented him to the harmonious nine, ha 
crowned his temples with'a laure-wreath. © 0 

No wonder then, that he was enraged to find 
himſelf cut off from ſuch ſublime ſociety. He 
raved in Greek againſt the invader, who was ſo big 
with his own purpoſe, that, unmindful of the diſ- 
grace he had ſuſtained, and diſregarding all the 
ſymptoms of the phyſician's diſpleaſure, he applied 
his mouth to the door, and in eager tone, PIF 
hold you any wager (faid he) that I gueſs the true 
cauſe of Mr, Pickle's impriſonment.“ To this 
challenge he received no reply; and therefore re- 
peated it, adding, I fuppoſe you imagine he was 
taken up for fighting a duel, or affronting a noble- 
man, or lying with ſome man's wife,” or ſome ſueh 


matter; but, agad ] you was never more miſtaken 


in your life; and I'll lay my Cleopatra ãgainſt your 
Homer's head, that in four and twenty hours yo 


ſhan't light on the true reaſon.” © 
The A 


vourite of the muſes, exaſperated at this 
vexatious perſeverance of the painter, who he ima 


gined had come thither to tee and infult him, 1 


would (ſaid he) ſacrifice a cock to Eſculapius, were 
I affured that any perſon had been taken up for ex-' 
tirpating ſueh a troubleſome Goth as you are from 


the face of the earth, and as for your boaſted Cleo- 


patra, which you fay was drawn from your own' 
wite, I believe the copy Ws I * -2anew 
2 5 
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as the original. But, were it mine, it ſhould be 
hung up in the temple of Cloacina, as the picture 
of that goddeſs; for any other apartment would be 
diſgraced by its appearance,” Hark ye, Sir, (re- 
plied Pallet, enraged in his turn at this contemptuous 
mention of his darling performance) you may make 
as free with my wife as you think proper; but ware 
my works, thoſe are the children of my fancy, con- 
ceived by the glowing imagination, and formed by _ 
the art of my own hands: and you yourſelf are a 
50th, and a Turk, and a Tartar, and an impu- 
ent pretending jackanapes, to treat with ſuch diſ- 
reſpec; a production which, in the opinions of all 
ther connoiſſeurs of the age, will, when finiſhed, 
be a maſter- piece in its kind, and do honour to 
human genius and ſkill. So I fay again and again, 
(and I care not though your friend Playtor heard 
me) that you have no more taſte than a drayman's 
horſe, and that thoſe fooliſh notions of the ancients” 
ought.to be drubb d out of you with a good cud- 
gel, that yot might learn ta treat men of parts with 
more veneration. Perhaps you may not always be 
in the company of one who will hollow for aſſiſt- 
ance, when you are on the brink of being chaſtiſed 
for your; inſolence, as I did, when, you brought 
upon yourſelf the reſentment of that Scot, Who, 
by the Lard! would have paid you both ſcot and 
let, as Falſtaff. ſays, if the French officer had not 
put him in arreſt. old 1 ei 
- The phyſician to this declamation, which was 
conveyed through the key-hole, anſwered, that he, 
(the painter) was a fellow fo infinitely below his con 
ſideration, that his conſcience upbraided him with 
no action of his life, except that of chooſing ſuch a 
wretch for his companion and fellow- traveller. 
That he had viewed his character through the me- 
dium of good nature and compaſſion, which had 
grompted him to give Pallet an opportunity of gg, 
1 quiring 
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viring ſome new ideas under his immediate in- 
ction; but he had abuſed his goodneſs and con- 
deſcenſion in ſuch a flagrant manner, that he was 
now determined to diſcard him intirely from his 
acquaintance, and deſired him, for the preſent, to 
take himſelf away, on pain of being kicked for his 
preſumption. | 
Pallet was too much incenſed to be intimidated by 
this threat, which he retorted with great virulence, 
defying him to come forth, that it might appear 
which of them was beſt {killed in that pedeſtrian ex- 
erciſe which he immediately began to practiſe againſt 
the door with ſuch thundering application, as 
the ears of Pickle and his governor, who coming out 
into the paſſage, and ſeeing him thusemployed,aſked, 
if he had forgot the chamber-pots of Aloſt, that he 
ventured to behave in ſuch a manner, as intitled 
him to a ſecond preſcription of the ſame nature. 
The doctor underſtanding that there was com- 
pany at hand, opened the door in a twinkling, and 
ſpringing upon his antagoniſt, like a tyger, a fierce 
contention would have enſued, to the infinite ſatis- 
faction of our hero, had not Jolter, to the manifeſt 
peril of his own perſon, interpoſed, and partly by 
force, and partly by exhortations, put a ſtop to 
the engagement before it was fairly begun. After 
having demonſtrated the indecency of ſuch a vul- 
gar rencounter betwixt two fellow-citizens in a fo- 
Og land, he vegg'd to know the cauſe of their 
diflentian, and offered his good offices towards an 
accommodation. Peregrine alſo, ſeeing. the fray 
was finiſhed, expreſſed himſelf to the. fame pur- 
poſe ; and the painter, for obvious reaſons, de- 
clining an explanation, his antagoniſt told the youth 
what a mortifying interruption he had ſuffered by 
the impertinent intruſion of Pallet, and gave him 
a detail of the particulars of his viſion, as above 
recited, The arbiter owned, the provocation was 
£5494 , ; Rot 
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not to be endured, and decreed, that the offender 
ſhould make ſome attonement for his tranſgrefſion. 

Upon which the painter obſerved, that howſoever 

he might have been diſpoſed to make acknowledg- 
ments, if the phyſician had ſignified his diſpleaſure 
like a gentleman, the complainant had now forfeit · 
ed all claim to any ſuch conceſſions, by the vulgar 

manner in which he had reviled him and his Pro- 

ductions; obſerving, that if he (the painter) had 

been inclined to retort his ſlanderous infinuations, 

the republican's own works would have afforded 

ample ſubject for his ridicule and cenſure. 

After divers diſputes and repreſentations, peace 
was at length concluded, on condition, that for the 
future the doctor ſhould never mention Cleopatra, 
unleſs he could ſay fomething in her praiſe ; and 
that Pallet, in conſideration of his having been the 
firſt aggreſſor, ſhould make a ſketch of the phyfici- 
an's viſion, to be engraved and prefixed to the next 
edition of his odes. 


| CHAP. LXVI. 

| Peregrine renews his inquiries about his loft Aman- 
da, in the courſe of which he 13 engaged in an 
antrigue with a nun, — produces ſtrange con ſe- 
uences. 


OUGH this treaty was concluded at the 
| inflances of Peregrine and his governor, it 

was impoſſible that a laſting friendſhip could ſub- 
fiſt between the two parties, becaufe they enter- 
fained for each other the moſt perfect contempt, - 
which, in the courfe of their communication, could 
not fail to miniſter daily food for animoſity and 
averſion, 

Our adventurer's next care was to exerciſe all 
his diligence and invention to find his loft Amanda, 
who, now that he was detached from Mrs. Horn- 
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beck, reſumed the full poſſeſſion of his thoughts. 
As ſhe would never tell him her own name, or 
that of her mother, his inquiries were directed by 
a perſonal deſcription only; and that, in ſuch a 
populous city as Bruſſels, could tend but very lit- 
tle to his ſatisfaftion. He not only ordered his 
valet de chambre to exert his whole addreſs, in 
order to diſcover the place of her abode, but this 
dexterous miniſter, who was very well acquainted. 
in that city, retained half a dozen of noted pimps 
for the ſame purpoſe, who were directed to em- 
ploy their reſearches for a very handſome young 
lady, of the middle ſtature, with fine black eyes, 
and teeth as white as ſnow, a native of Bruſſels, 
though married to a French gentleman, and lately 
arrived from her huſbands houſe on a viſit to her 
mother, who was dangerouſly ill. | | 
Thus inſtructed, they put themſelves in motion, 
while the lover in perfon frequented the court, the 
opera, the churches, public walks, and every place 
where he thought there was the leaſt probability of 
ſeeing her. The deſcription his Mercury had gi- 
ven to the underftrappers of gallantry, in a good 
meaſure ſuited ſeveral ladies in town, whom Pere- 
grine found means to fee, in conſequence of the 
reports he had received ; but he could not recog- 
nize his dear fellow-traveller among the number. 
At laſt one of his terriers gave the valet de chambre 
to underſtand, that at the grate of a certain nun- 
nery, he had obferved a beautiful young creature, 
who reſembled the picture he had drawn, and that 
upon inquiry, he found ſhe had not taken the veil ; 
but her mother being lately dead, had entered as a 
urns, until her family-affairs could be ad- 
juſted. | n 
This piece of intelligence was no ſooner commn« 
nicated to our hero, than he flew in the utmoſt im- 


patience to the nunnery, and, without allowing 


- - With her at the grate. He had not waited five mi- 


110 be ApvenTUuRES of 


himſelf to believe that this boarder could be any 
ether than the object of his purſuit, deſired the 
portreſs to tell the young lady who was lately ad- 
mitted, that one of her relations begged to ſpeak 


nutes, when this nymph appeared ; and though he 
found his expectation diſappointed, he was ſo ſtruck 
with the charms of this new figure, that his heart 
throbbed when ſhe approached ; and after he had 
aſked pardon for the liberty he had taken, and ex- 
plained the nature of his miſtake, he could not help 
telling her, that he thought himſelf fortunate in the 
miſinformation he had received, ſince it was atten- 
ded with the pleaſure of ſeeing ſuch an amiable 
young lady. To this compliment ſhe replied with 
great ſpirit and good humour, that encouraged the 
youth to continue the converſation, during. which 
he profeſſed himſelf her admirer ; and when, for the 
fake of decorum, he was obliged to take his leave, 
earneſtly begg'd he might be allow'd to repeat his 
viſit: and having obtained this permiſſion, and the 
knowledge of her name, returned to his lodgings, 
in full confidence of bringing this intrigue to a proſ- 
perous iſſue, | 7 5 
Nor had the young gentleman in this caſe over- 
rated his own ſucceſs: the lady happened to be of 
a very amorous complexion, and her paſſions being 
inflamed rather than mortified, by the reſtraint in 
which ſhe lived, ſhe was captivated by the perſon 
of Peregrine, and his inſinuating addreſs had con- 
firmed his conqueſt, He did not fail to be at the 
rate next day, where he urged his ſuit with ſuch. 
irreſiſtible recommendations, that the confeſſed a 
mutual flame, after having obferved, that the cir- 
cumſtances of her ſituation would not permit her to 
22 that acknowledgment in the uſual form. 
e received this confeſſion with tranſport, as the. 
eftuſion of an ingenuous mind, that ſoars above 4 
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the little arts and diſguiſes of the ſex; and intreated 
ber to tell him when or where he ſhould have the 
happineſs of converſing with ber, without the in- 
terpoſition of theſe invidious bars. 

She gave him to underſtand, that as her friends 
had put her under the direction of a ſevere abbeſs, 
it would be impoſſible for her to go abroad without 
the connivance of the portreſs, and equally imprac- 
ticable for him to gain admittance into the convent, 
without running a manifeſt riſk of being diſcover'd, 
and conſcquently puniſhed with the utmoſt ſeverity. 

When a fair lady was in the cafe, our adventurer 
deſpiſed all danger, and ſpared no expence. Thus 
informed, he ſeadied the diſpoſition of the old ſiſter 
who kept the keys ; and in her appearance and con- 
verſation, diſtinguiſhed the implacable rancour of a 
woman who had ſpent her youth in all the morti- 
fication of deteſted celibacy. She bore a moſt in- 
veterate grudge to all her juniors, who ſtill remain= 
ed within the poſſibility of enjoying. thoſe pleaſures 
from which ſhe was eternally cut off, and obſerved 
all the young men who appeared at the grate: with 
the moſt envious ſuſpicion. Not even the power of 
all-perſuading gold could tame the ſpite, or foften 
the vigilant aſperity of this indomitable maiden. - 
Our lover tampered with her in vain; nay, ſhe 
threatened to inform the abbeſs of his ſacrilegious 
attempt, that he might, for the future, be exclu- 
ded from the privilege of ſpeaking, to the nuns : 
and, for the firſt time, he found the art of corrup- 
tion ineffectual. Baffled in this endeavour, he con- 
ferred with his miſtreſs about ſome other means of 
procuring an unreſtricted interview; and ſhe, in 
the, fertility of her. invention, propoſed that be 
fhould make it his buſineſs to find ſome woman, 
who, by ber acquaintance in the convent, would 
| introduce bim in a female drefs, as a ſtranger de- 

ſirous of feving de cn the houſe; The 
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expedient was wonderfully reliſhed by the gallant, 
who had immediate recourſe to the affiſtance of 
his valet de chambre, by whom he was next day 
made acquainted with a certain good-natured gen- 
tlewoman, who, for an handſome confideration, 
undertook the taſk. From this good lady's ward- 
robe he was accordingly accommodated with a pro- 
per ſuit, which, on account of his ſtature, was 
pieced for the purpoſe : and his miſtrefs being pre- 
viouſly prepared with the knowledye of their inten- 
tion, he ſet out in the afternoon with his conduc- 
treſs, who had intereſt enough to obtain his admiſ- 
ſion, on pretence of his being an Engliſh lady, juſt 
arrived from her own country, and curious to ſee 
the menage and accommodations of a nunnery. 
Though the alteration of his dreſs, and a pair of 
artificial eye-brows ſcreened him from the penetrat- 
ing eye of the portreſs, there was fomething fo 
remarkably ſingular in his make, ſtature, counte- 
nance and micn, that the fiſters gazed upon him as 
a prodigy ; and he could hear them, as he paſſed, 
aſking of each other, with expreſſions of aftoniſh- 
ment, if all the women in England made ſuch a 
ſtrange appearance ? 
Having viſited the cells and chapel, his charmer 
officioufly offered her fervice in conducting the ſtran- 
ger to the garden; and after having attended them 
in walking ſeveral turns, invited them to repoſe- in 
a ſmall arbour, that ſtosd at one corner, in the 
middle of a tuft of trees, which rendered it imper- 
vious to the view. The old gentlewoman under- 
ſtanding the hint, ac ed the lovers to the 
entrance of this grove, where ſhe left them, on 
pretence of being ſtill unwearied with the exerciſe 
of her legs ; and their mutual raptures in this ſtolen 
interview began to rife to a-very intereſting pitch, 
when they were alarmed by the ruſtling of the leaves 
behind them; and turning their eyes towards the 
place, perceived they were diſcovered by a nun, 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 173 
who, either by accident or deſign, had'conceal'd her- 
ſelf in the thicket, until, ſcandalized by their behavi- 
our, ſhe thought it high time to ſignify her preſence, 

It is not to be doubted: that our hero and his mi- 


ſtreſs were' grievouſly difconcerted on this occaſion, 


The lady cried ſhe was undone, and had almoſt - 


fainted with fear, which was not at all without foun- 
dation, conſidering that not only her reputation 
but even her life was at ſtake. Peregrine, though he 
could eaſily have made his eſcape over the garden- 
wall, bad too much gallantry to leave his charmer 
and friend in ſuch a dangerous dilemma'; and theres 
fore, with admirable preſence of mind, advanced to 
the author of his perplexity, and without any ceres 
mony or courtſhip, found means to make her a party 
in the ſecret, before ſhe could recolle& herſelf ſo 
far as to find fault with his proceeding. 

This meaſure re-eſtabliſhed the tranquillity of the 
ſcene : the two ladies embraced as ſiſters, and vowed 
eternal friendſhip on the ſpot ; and the young gen- 
deman having proteſted that he would ſhare his af- 
fection between them, and practiſe the ſame method 
of viſiting them in a few days, rejoin'd his directreſs, 
and returned in ſafety to his own lodgings, being 
but indifferently ſatisſied with the adventure of the 
day, by which he found himſelf obliged, either to 
forego all correſpondence with the woman he lo- 
ved, or carry on an intrigue with a'perſon who was 
not at all to his liking ; for the attractions of the 
nun were by no means inchanting. 

He next day appeared at the grate in his own per- 
ſon, and intimated his ſentiments on this ſubject to 
his miſtreſs, who aſſured him, that notwithſtanding 
her behaviour to the ſiſter, in the emergency of 
yeſterday, ſhe would much rather be debarred of 


his company for ever, than enjoy it upon the terms 


which neceſſity had obliged him to propoſe. She 
faid, the reflection on what had paſſed in the you 
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had inſpired her with ſuch an unconquerable averſi- 
on for that accidental rival, that ſhe could not think 
of her without hate and indignation. She wiſhed 
ſhe had run all riſks, rather than ſubmit to ſuch de- 
teſted partition ; and vowed. with great warmth, 
that let the conſequence be what it would, ſhe was 
determined to diſcover the whole affair to the ab- 
beſs, if ever he ſhould introduce himſelf again, in 
a manner which muſt ſubject him to the knowledge 
and claim of her competitor, 

- He applauded the delicacy of her ſentiments, 
which he ſwore were exactly conformable to his 
own; and promiſed to deſiſt from thoſe viſits that 
gave her umbrage, encouraging her to hope, that 
they would find ſome other means of ſettling an 
intercourſe, in which ſhe ſhould ingtoſs his undi- 
vided attention. Such a ſcheme was actually the 
ſubject of his thoughts at that time; and a youth 
of his fruitful imagination, aſſiſted with the coun- 
ſels of ſuch a conſummate politician as the valet de 
chambre, would undoubtedly have brought it to 
maturation,' had not his aim been anticipated by 
an unforeſeen accident, that lowed from the par- 
tial adminiſtration of his favour, The nun who 
had been indebted to chance for his addreſſes, was 
too conſcious of her own inferior qualifications, 
to think ſhe could diſpute the heart of our hero with 
the young ny who was previouſly poſſeſſed of 
his affection; ſhe knew, that her ſhare of his good 
graces was altogether caſual, and that the continu- 
ance of his aſſiduities muſt be the effect of pqlicy 
and conſtrained complaiſance ; yet, even on theſe 
conſiderations, they were too agreeable to be given 
up; and therefore ſhe reſolved to guard her privi- 
lege with the moſt minute vigilance and caution. 
Jealouſy was the natural conſequence of theſe ſug- 
geſtions: the aſſignation in the garden, ſhe knew, 
mult have been preceded by ſome communication; 
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and as there was no other opportunity of converſing; 
with the male ſex, except that of holding a confe- 
rence. through the grate, ſhe went to the portreſs, 
with a view of obtaining ſome intelligence; and 
pumped the beldame ſo ſucceſsfully, that ſhe learnt 
bow her rival bad that very forenoon been favoured 
with a viſit by a young gentleman, whom ſhe ſuppoſ- 
ed to be no other than their common gallant. Inflamy 
ed with this information, ſhe taxed the young lady 


with double dealing; and ſcolded with ſuch bit; 


terneſs, that the other, already prejudiced; againſt 
her pretenſions, could no longer contain her reſent» 
ment, which ſhe uttered in contemptuous ſneers 
againſt her perſonal attributes; and in the pride 
of her wrath declared, that ſhe ought not to ex- 

another interview with her lover in the grove ; 
or he was already too much fatiated with her 
charms to return to ſuch. a banquet, and had relin- 
quiſhed her to the chance of meeting with another 
Charitable meal. of 9 
No tygreſs robbed of her young was ever exalt · 
ed to an higher pitch of fury than this nun, when 
ſhe found herſelf abandoned by her lover, and in- 
ſulted in this mortifying explanation. She darted 
upon her antagoniſt, like a hawk upon a patridge, 


and with her nails disfigured that fair face which 


had defrauded her of her deareſt expectation. Nor 

did the rival tamely bear the barbarity of her rage; 

what ſhe wanted in ſtrength ſhe ſupplied with ſpirit, 
and twiſting her hand in the hair of the aggreflor, 

pulled her head with violence to the ground. , The 

noiſe of this contention, . increaſed by the cries of 
the combatants, ' whoſe tongues were more- active 

than their hands, brought a croud of ſiſters to the 
ſpot; but ſo fiercely were they ingaged, that they 

neither minded admonitions nor threats, nor paid 

the leaſt regard to their own reputation; but, on the 

contrary, as if they had not Known that they were 

£130 | ſurrounded 
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ſurrounded by numbers, who heard every word that 
proceeded from their mouths, they made no ſecret 
of the cauſe of their diſpute, which, in the preci- 
pitancy of their wrath, they divulged with all its 
Circumſtances, to the amazement of the by-ſtanders; 
At length the lady abbeſs arrived, and what ber 
authority could not accompliſh, was effected by 
two lay- ſiſters, who being ſummoned for the pur- 
poſe,. ſeparated the rivals, who were by this time 
quite exhauſted with the fatigue of the battle, Had 
this mutual detection been made in any company 
of females, the ſecret would have hardly reſted a- 
mong thoſe who heard it, much leſs in a convent, 
where ſo many old maidens happened to be preſent. 
One of theſe antiquated devotees accordingly im- 
farted-it to the ſuperior, who having examined into 
the particulars, and found the information true, 
from the raſh recrimination of the incenſed parties 
on their trial, conſidered the affair as a very ſeri- 
ous matter, which affected the good order and re- 
putation of her convent, aſſembled all the ſiſters, 
and exhorted them to ſuppreſs the diſcovery, as a cir> 
cumſtance injurious to the character of the houſe; 
laid ſtrict injunctions on the portreſs, to be very 
cautious for the future in the diſcharge of her of- 
fice, delivered over the backſliding nun to a ſe- 
vere penance preſcribed by her ghoſtly father, and 
that very day ſent her boarder back to her rela- 
tions, with a hint of what had happened, and an 
advice to diſpoſe of her in ſome remote nun- 
nery, where ſhe would be leſs expoſed to the ma- 
chinations of her gallant. 9 28 
Our lover utterly ignorant of this unlucky fray 
and its conſequences, was confounded when the 
wrinkled turnkey refuſed to admit him to the 
gtate, telling him, that his impious contrivance 
had come to light; that the lewd young woman, 
for whoſe ſake he had been guilty of ſuch a flagrant 
crime, 
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crime, was baniſhed from the convent z and that 
if ever he ſhould make another attempt to diſturb 
the tranquillity of their retreat, a formal complaint 
would'be perferred againft him to the civil magiſtrate. 
Thunderſtruck with this reception, he did not 
think proper to advance any thing in his own vin- 
dication, but retreated with all convenient diſpatch, 
not ill pleaſed at the ifſue of an adventure which 
might have proved not only diſagreeable, but dan- 
gerous in the higheſt degree. He at once conjec- 
tured, that the mutual jealouſy of the ladies had 
betrayed the intrigue; and imagined, that now his 
charmer was delivered from the reſtrictions of a con- 
vent, ſhe would be more acceſſible to his endea- 
vours. On this ſuppoſition, he' ſent his couriers 
upon the ſcout; and as he knew her name, it was 
not long before he learnt, from their artful inqui- 
ries, that immediately after her diſmiſſion from one 
nunnery, ſhe had been entered in another at 
Ghent, in conſequence of the ſuperior's advice, 
and in all likelihood would be compelled to take 
the veil by her guardians, who were remarkably 
zealous for the welfare of her ſoul. | 


- - C WA F. OMRE ms 
The travellers depart for Antwerp, at which pla 
the painter gives @ looſe to hit enthuſiaſm. © © 


FN UR adventurer thus deprived of an agreeable 

correſpondence, and baffled in all his efforts 
to retrieve the other object of his paſſion, yielded 
at length to the remonſtrances of his governor and 
fellow-travellers,' who, out of pure complaiſance to 
him, had exceeded their intended ſtay by ſix days 
at leaſt: and a couple of poſt chaiſes, with three 
riding-horſes, being hired, they departed from Bruſ- 
ſels in the morning, dined at Mechlin, and arrived 
about eight. in the evening at the venerable city af 
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Antwerp. During this day's journey, Pallet was 
elevated to an uncommon flow of ſpirits, with the 
proſpect of ſeeing the birth place of Rubens, for 
vrhom he profeſſed an enthuſiaſtic admiration. He 
ſwore, that the pleaſure he felt. was equal to that of 
a Muſſelman, on the. laſt day of his pilgrimage to 
Mecca; and that he already conſidered himſelf a 
native of Antwerp, being ſo intimately acquainted 
with their fo juſtly boaſted citizen, from whom, at 
certain jundtures, he could not help beleiving bim- 
ſelf derived, becauſe his own pencil adopted the 
manner of that great man with ſurpriſing facility, 
and his face wanted nothing but a pair of whiſkers 
and a beard to exhibit the expreſs image of thy Flem- 
ing's countenance. ' He told them, he was fo proud 
of this reſemblance, that in order to render it more 
ſtriking, he had at one time of his life reſolved to 
| keep his face ſacred from the razor; and in that 
Purpoſe had perſevered, notwithſtanding the conti- 
nual reprehenſions of Mrs. Pallet, who being then 
with child, ſaid, his aſpect was ſo hideous, that 
dreaded a miſcarriage every hour, until ſhe 
threatned, in plain terms, to diſpute the ſanity of 
his intellects, and apply to the chancellor for a com- 
mittee. 7 
The doctor on this 2 75 obſerved, thata 
man who is not proof againſt the ſolicitations of a 
woman, can never expect to make a great figure 
in life; that painters and poets ought to culti 
no wives but the muſes ; or if they are, by.t the 
accidents of fortune, incumbered with families, 
they ſhould carefully guard againſt that pernicious 
—.— falſely honoured with the appellation 
of natural affettion, and pay no manner of regard 
to the impertinent cuſtoms of the world. Gtant- 
ing that you had been for a ſhort time deemed a luna- 
tic, (ſaid he) you might have acquitted. yourſelf ho · 
nourab! 15 of that imputation, by ſome: performance 
Ki | at 
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that would have raiſed your character above all cen- 
ſure. Sophocles himſelf, that celebrated tragic po- 
et, Who for the ſweetneſs of his yerſification, was 
ſtiled ah, or the bee, in his old age ſuffered the 
ſame accuſation from his own childern, who ſes+ 
ing him neglect his family affairs, and devote him- 
ſelf intirely to Poetry, cartied him before the magiſ- 
trate, as a man whoſe intellects were ſo much im- 
paired by the infirmities of ages that he was no 
longer fit to manage his domeſtic concerns; upon 
which; the reverend bard produced, his tragedy of 
Oi tri XoAuwpw, AS A work he had | juſt finiſhed 3 
which being peruſed, inſtead of being declared un- 
ſound of underſtanding, he was diſmiſſed with ad- 
miration and applauſe, I wiſh your beard and whiſ- 
kers had been ſanctioned by, the like authority; 
though I am afraid you would have been in the 
predicament of thoſe diſciples of a certain philoſo- 
pher, who drank, decoctions of cummin- ſeeds, 
that their faces might adopt the paleneſs of their 
maſter's complexion, hoping, that in being as 
they would be as learned as their teacher. The 
painter, ſtung with this ſcarcaſm, replied, 
& or like thoſe Virtuoſi, who by repeating Greek, 
eating fillikickaby, and pretending to ſee vitions, 
think they equal the antients in taſte and genius. * 
The phyſician. retorted, Pallet rejoyned, ,and the 
altercation continued,, until they, entered the gates 
of Antwerp, when the admirer of Rubens broke 
forth into a rapturous exclamation, which put an 
end to the diſpute, and attracted the notice of the 
inhabitants, many of whom, by ſhrugging up their 
ſhoulders, and pointing to their foreheads, gave 
ſhrewd indications, that they believed him a. poor 
gentleman diſordered m his brain. | 1 

They had no ſooner alighted at the inn, than 
this pſeudo-enthuſiaſt propoſed to viſit the great 
church, in which, he had been informed ſome 4 
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his maſter's pieces were to be ſeen; and was re- 
markably chagrined, when he underſtood that he 
could not be admitted till next day. He roſe next 
morning by day-break, and diſturbed his fellow- 
travellers in ſuch a noiſy and clamorous - manner, 
that Peregrine determined to puniſh him with ſome 
new infliction, and while he put on his cloaths, 
actually formed the plan of promoting a duel be- 
tween him and the doctor; in the management of 
which he promiſed himſelf ſtore of entertainment, 
from the behaviour of both. f * 
Being provided with one of thoſe domeſti 
who are always in waiting to offer their ſervices to 
ſtrangers on their firſt arrival, they were conducted 
to the houſe of a gentleman who had an excellent 
collection of pictures; and though the greateſt 
of them were painted by his favourite artiſt, 
allet condemned them all by the lump, becauſe 
Pickle had told him beforehand, that there was 
not one performance of Rubens among the number, 
The next place they viſited, was what is called 
the academy of painting, furniſhed with a number 
of paultry pieces, in which our painter recognized 
the ſtile of Peter Paul, with many expreſſions of 
admiration, on the fame fort of previous intelli- 
gence. 5 f | 
From this repoſitory they went to the great 
church, and being led to the tomb of Rubens, 
the whimſical painter fell upon his knees, and 
worſhipped, with ſuch appearance of devotion, 
that the attendant, ſcandalized at his ſuperſtition, 
pulled him up, obſerving with great warmth, that 
the perſon buried in that place was no ſaint, but 
as great a ſinner as himſelf ; and that if he was 
fpiritually diſpoſed, there was a chapel of the Blel- 
Ted Virgin at the diſtance of three yards on the right 
hand, to which he might retire. He thought it 
was incumbent upon him to manifeſt ſome extract 
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dinary inſpiration, while he reſided on the ſpot 
where Rubens was born ; and therefore, his whole 
behaviour was an affectation of rapture, expreſſed 
in diſtracted exclamations, convulſive ſtarts, and 
uncouth geſticulations. In the midſt of this frantic 
behaviour, he ſaw an old Capuchin, with a white 
beard, mount the pulpit, and hold forth to the con- 
gregation with ſuch violence of emphaſis and geſ- 
ture, as Pin his fancy; and bawling aloud, 
« Zounds! what an excellent Paul preaching at 
Athens!“ he pulled a pencil and ſmall memoran- 
dum-book from his pocket, and began to take a 
ſketch of the orator, with great eagerneſs and agita- 
tion, ſaying, * Egad! friend Raphael, we ſhall ſee 
whether you or I have got the beſt knack at trump- 
ing up an Apoſtle.” I his appearance of diſreſpect 
gave offence to the audience, which to mur- 
mur againſt this heretic libertine ; when one of the 
prieſts belonging to the choir, in order to prevent any 
ill conſequence from their diſpleaſure, came and told 
himin the French language, that ſuch liberties were 
not permitted in their religion, and adviſed him to 
lay aſide his implements, leſt the people ſhould take 
umbrage at his deſign, and be proyexed to puniſh 
him as a profane ſcoffer at their 3 worſhi 
inter ſeeing himſelf ric by a fryar, 
who, 55 he poke, bowed wirh great complai- 
ſance, imagined that he was a begging 
come to ſupplicate his charit tf 5 and his attention 
being quite ingroſſed by the deſign he was making, 
he patted the prieſt's haven crown with his hand, 
ſaying, Oter tems, Oter tems; and then reſumed 
his pencil with great earneſtneſs. The eccleſiaſtic 
perceiving that ap ſtranger did not comprehend his 
meaning, pulled him by the ſleeve and explained 
himſelf in the Latin tongue: upon which, Pallet, 
provoked at his intruſion, curſed him aloud for an 
Vor II. G impudent 
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impudent beggarl y ſon of a whore; and taking out 
a ſchelling, flung it upon the pavement, with ma- 
nifeſt ſigns of indignation. | 

Some of the common people, enraged * to ſee A 


their religion contemned, and their priefts inſulted 


at the very altar, roſe from their ſeats, and ſur- 
rounding the aſtoniſhed painter, one of the number 
ſnatched his book from his hand, and tore it into 
a thouſand pieces. Frightened as he was, he 
could nor help crying, Fire and faggots ! all 
my favourite ideas are gone to wreck |” and 
was in danger of being very roughly handled by the 
crowd, had not Peregrine ſtepped in, and aſſured. 
them, "that he was a poor unhappy gentleman, 
who laboured under a tranſport of the brain. Thoſe 
who underſtood the French language communica- 


' ted this information to the reſt ;* ſo that he eſca- 
ped without any other chaſtiſement, than that of 


bein obliged to retire, ' And a> the 5. could not ſee 
the famous deſcent from t the eroſs till after the ſer- 

vice was finiſhed, they were conducted by their | | 
domeſtique to the houſe of a painter, where, they 
found a beggar ſtanding” for his picture, and the 
artiſt aQually employed in repreſenting a huge loſe , 
that crawled upon his ſhoulder. Pallet, was won- 
derfully pleaſed with this circumſtance, which he. 
ſaid was altogether a new thought, and an ex- 
cellent hint, of which he would make his advan- 
tage : and in the courſe of his ſurvey of this Flem- 
ing's performances, perceiving a piece in which two 
flies were ingaged upon the carcaſs of à cog balf 
devoured, he ran to, his, brother bruſh, and ſwore. F 
he was worthy of being a fellow-citizen. of the im-. 
mortal Rubens. He then lamented, with many. 
Expreſſions of grief and reſentinent, that he had, 
loſt his common place-book, in which he had Pr. 

ſerved a thouſand conceptions of the ſame ſort, 


imagination; 3 


Formed by the accidental object of his ſenſes and 
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imagination; and took an opportunity of telling 
his fellow-travellers, that in execution he had e- 
qualled, if not excelled, the two ancient painters, 
who vied with each other in the repreſentation” of 
a curtain and 2 bunch of grapes; for he had ex- 
hibited the image of a certain object fo like'to na - 
ture, that the bare ſight of it ſet a whole hog- fly 
in an uproar. Shoe pendant | 

When he .had examined and applauded all the 
productions of this minute artiſt, they returned 
to the great church, and were ehtertained 'with 
the view of that celebrated maſter-piece of Ru- 
bens, in which he has introduced the portraits of 
himſelf and his whole family: The doors that 
conceal this capital performance were no ſooner 
unfolded, than our enthuſiaſt, debarred the uſe 
of ſpeech, by a previous covenant ' with bis friend 
Pickle, liſted up his hands and eyes, and putting 
himſelf in the attitude of Wind his fa- 
ther's ghoſt appears, adored” in ſilent extaſy and, 
awe, He even made a merit of-neceſſity.;. and 
when they had withdrawn from the place, pro- 
teſted that his whole faculties were ſwallowed. 
in love and admiration. He 0 profeſſed him- 
ſelf more than ever enamoured” of the Flemiſh 
ſchool, - raved” in extravagant "encomiums, and 
propofed, that the whole company ſhould pay ho- 
mage to the memory of the divine Rubens, by 
repairing forthwith to the houſe in which he li- 
ved, and proſtrating themſelyes on the floor of his, 
inn EN CT wy 

As there was nothing remarkable in the tene> ; 
ment, which. had been rebuilt . more than once 
ſince the death of that great man, Peregrine ex- 
cuſed himſelf from complyizg with the popoſal, 
on pretence of being fatigued with the circuit 
they had already performed. Jolter declined it 
for the ſame reaſon; A7 queſtion being put 
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to the doQor, he refuſed his company with an air 
of diſdain. Pallet, . piqued at his contemptuous 
manner, aſked if he would not go and ſee the 
habitation of Pindoor, provided he was in the city 
where that poet lived? And when the phyſician 
obſerved, that there was an infinite difference be- 
tween the men; That PI allow, (replied the 
painter) for the devil a poet ever lived in Greece 
or Troy, that- Was worthy to clean the pencils of 
our beloved Rubens.“ The phyſician could not 
with any degree of temper and forbearance hear 
this. outrageous blamſphemy, for which, he ſaid, 
Pallet's eyes ,ought to be picked out by owls : 
and the diſpute - roſe, as uſual, to ſuch feurrilities 
of language and indecency of behaviour, that 
| paſſengers began to take notice of their animoſity z 
and Peregrine was obliged to. interpoſe, for his 
own credit. | T : q | 
EC ES LAP: LEVEL. :. 
Peregrine artfully foments a. quarrel between Pallet 
and the phyſician, who fight a duel on the ramparts. 


(HE painter betook himſelf to the houſe of 
1 the Flemiſh. Raphael, and the reſt of the 
company went baek to their lodgings; wbere the 
young gentleman, taking the advantage of being 
alone with the phyſician, - BR RE. all the af- 
fronts he had ſuſtained from the painter's petu- 
lance, apprayating every circumſtance of the diſ- 
grace, and adviſing him, in the capacity of a 
friend, to take, care of bis honour, which could 
not fail tg ſuffer in the opinion of the world, if 
he allowed himſelf to be inſulted with impunity, 
by one fo much bis inferior in every degree of 
conſideration. ., _ 5 | FR 
The phyſician aſſured him, that Pallet had hi- 
therto eſcaped chaſtiſement, by being {rome an 
rn 
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object unworthy his reſentment, and in conſide- 
ration of the wretch's family, for which his com- 
paſſion was intereſted ; but, that repeated in) 
ries would inflame the moſt benevolear:<ifpblint- 
on: and although he cculd find no precedent of 
duelling among the Greeks and Romans, whom 
he conſidered as the patterns of demeanour, Pallet 
ſhould no longer avail himſelf of his veneration 
for the ancients, but be puniſhed for the very next 
offence he ſhould commit. Ms 8 5 

Having thus ſpirited up the doctor to à reſolu- 
tion from which he could not decently ſwerve, our 
adventurer acted the incendiary with the other par- 
ty alſo; giviag him to underſtand, that the phy- 
ſician treated his character with ſuch contempt, 
and behaved to him with ſuch inſolence, as no 
gentleman ought to bear: that for his own part, 
he was every day put out of countenance by their 
mutual animoſity, which appeared in nothing; but 
vulgar expreſſions, more becoming ſhoe-boys and 
oyſter- women than men of honour and educa» 
tion 3 and therefore he ſhould be obliged, con- 
trary to his inclination, to break off all corre- 
ſpondence with them both, if they would not fall 
upon ſome method to retrieve the dignity of their 
characters. e n e 

Theſe repreſentations would have had little effect 
upon the timidity of the painter, who was like- 
wile too much of a Grecian to approve. of ſingle 
combat, in any other way than that of boxing, 
an Exerciſe in which he was well ſkill'd, had not 
they been accompanied with an inſinuation, that 
his antagoniſt was no Hector, and that he might 
humble him into any conceſſion, without running 
the leaſt perſonal riſk, Animated by this aſſurance, 
our ſecond Rubens ſet the trumpet of defiance -to 
his mouth, ſwore that he valued not his life a ruſh, 

| i zd 35:13, 00008 
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hen his honour was concerned, and intreated Mr, 
-Pickle to be the bearer of a challenge, which he 
would inſtantly commit to writing. 

The miſchievous fomenter highly applauded this 
+maniſeſtation of courage, by which he was at li- 
berty to cultivate his friendſhip and ſociety ; but 
declined the office of carrying the billet, that his 
tendernefs of Pallet's reputation might not be miſ- 
interpreted into an officious deſire of promoting 
1 At the ſame time he recommended Tom 
Pipes not only as a very proper meſſenger on this 
— but alſo as a truſty ſecond in the field. 

magnanimous painter took his advice, and re- 
tiriog to his chamber, penn'd a challenge in — 
terms. 


« STR, 

HEN I am heartily provoked, I fear not 
W the devil himſelf ; much leſs I will not 
call you a pedantic coxcomb, nor an unmannerly 
fellow, becauſe theſe are the hippythets of the 
-wulgar : but remember, ſuch as you are, I ney- 
ther love you nor fear you; but, on the contrary, 
expect ſatisfaction for your audacious behaviour 
to me, on divers occaſions; and will, this even- 
ing, in the twilight, meet you on the r 
with ſword and piſtol, where the Lord have mer- 
ey on the foul of one of us; for your body ſhall 
| * no favour with your incenſed defier, ll death, 


* 


Layman PALLET. 


This reſolute defiance, after having been fub- 
mitted to the peruſal, and honoured with the ap- 
probation of our youth, was committed to the 
charge of Pipes, who, according to his orders, 
delivered it in the afternoon ; and brought far 
anſwer, that the phyſician would attend him - . 
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the appointed time and place. The challenger was 
evidently diſcompoſed at the unexpected news of 
this acceptance, and ran about the houſe in great 
diſorder, in queſt of Peregrine, to beg his further 
advice and aſſiſtance; but, underſtanding that the 
youth was engaged in private with his adverſary, 
he began to ſuſpect ſome colluſion, and curſed 
- - himſelf for his folly and precipitation. He even 
entertained ſome thoughts of retracting his invi- 
tation, and ſubmitting to the triumph of his anta- 
goniſt: but, before he would ſtoop. to this op- 
probrious condeſcenſion, he reſolved to try an o- 
ther expedient, which might be the means of ſa- 
ving both his character and perſon. In this hope 
he viſited Mr. Jol.er, and very gravely deſired he 
would be ſo good as to undertake the- office of his 
| ſecond, in a duel which he was to fight that even- 
ing with the phyſician, ba | 
he governor, inſtead of anſwering: his expee- 
tation, in expreſſing fear and concern, and break- 
ing forth into exclamations of, 5: Good God! 
- gentlemen, what d'ye mean? You-ſhall not mur- 
ther one another, while it is in my power to pre- 
vent your purpoſe. I will go directly to the gover- 
nor of the place, who ſhall interpoſe his authority.“ 
I ſay, inſtead of theſe and other friendly menaces. 
of prevention, Jolter heard the propoſal with the 
moſt phlegmatic tranquillity, and excuſed himſelf 
from accepting the honour he intended for him, 
on account ot his character and ſituation, whick 
would not permit him to be concerned in any ſuch-. 
rencounters. Indeed this mortify ing reception was 
owing to a previous hint from Peregrine; who 
dreading ſome fort of interruption from his go- 
vernor, had made him acquainted with his deſign, 
and aſſured him, that the affair ſhould. not be 
brought to any dangerous iſſue. Er 
G 4. 


- 


228 The Apventures of 
Thus diſappointed, the dejected challenger was 
-overwhelmed with perplexity and diſmay ; and in 
the teftrors of death or mutilation; reſolved to 
d the wrath of his enemy, and conform to 
"any ſubmiſſion he ſhould propoſe; when he was 
- accidentally encountered by our adventurer, who 
with demonſtrations of infinite ſatisfaction, told 
bim in confidence, that his billet had thrown the 
doctor into an agony of conſternation ; and that 
his of his challenge was a meer effort 
- of deſpair, calculated to confound the ferocity of 
the ſender, and diſpoſe him to liſten to terms of 
accommodation: that he had i the letter 
to him with fear and trembling, on pretence of 
engagi mes eo but in reality, with a 
view of obtaining his good offices in promoting a 
reconciliation; ak, perceiving the ſituation of 
his mind, (added our hero) I thought it would be 
more for your honour to baffle his expeQation ; 
and therefore I readily undertook the taſk of attend- 
ing him to the field, in full afſurance, that he will 
there humble himſelf before you, even to proſtra- 
tion. In this ſecurity, you may go and prepare 
your arms, and beſpeak the aſſiſtance of Pipes, 
who will ſquire you in the field, while I keep my- 
ſelf up, that our correſpondence may not be ſuſ- 
— the phyſician.” Pallet's ſpirits, that 
were ſunk to dejection, roſe at this encou 
to all the inſolence of triumph; he again declared 
his contempt of danger, and his piſtols being loaded 
and accommodated with new flints, by his truſty 
armour-bearer, he waited, without flinching, ſor 
On the firſt of twilight, ſomebody 
knocked at his door, and Pipes having opened it 
at his defire, he heard the voice of his antagoniſt 
pronounce, © Tell Mr. Pallet, that I am going to 
the place of appointment.” The painter was —— 
a 
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a little ſurprized at this anticipation, which ſo. ill 
agreed with the information he had received from 
Pickle ; and his concern beginning to recur, he 
fortified himſelf with a large bumper of brandy, 
which, however, did not overcome anxiety 
of his thoughts. Nevertheleſs, he ſet out on the 
expedition with his ſecond, betwixt whom and 
himſelf the following dial paſſed, in their way | 
to the ramparts. © Mr, Pipes, (ſaid the painter, 
with diſordered accent) —_— the doctor was in 
a peſtilent hurry with that meſſage of his.” ky, 
ey, (anſwered Tom) I do ſuppoſe he longs to, . 
foul of you.” What! (replied the other) d %, 
think he thirſts after my blood? To be ſure a 
does,” (faid Pipes, Grafting a large quid of 
bacco in his-cheek, with great deliberation.) * If 
that be the caſe, (cried Pallet, beginning to ſhake) 
he is no better than 2 and Ten b- 
ought to fight him on equal footing- ILom 

— — 3 eyed him with a frown of i 
dignation, ſaying, . You an't afraid, are you?” 
<< God forbid !- (replied the challenger, ſtammer- 
ing with fear.) What ſhould I be afraid of? The 
worſt he can do, is to take my life, and then he'll 
be anſwerable both to God and man for the mur- 
der: Don't you think he will?“ I think no ſuch 
matter, (anſwered the ſecond] if ſo be as how he 
puts a brace of bullets through your bows, and 
kills you fairly, it is no more murder than if I was 
to bring down a noddy from the mam top-ſail- 
yard. l By this time, Pallet's teeth chattered with 
fuch violence, that he could ſcarce pronounce this 
reply, “ Mr. Thomas, you ſeem to make very 
light of a man's liſe; but I truſt in the Almighty, 
I ſhall not be fo eaſily brought down. Sure many 
a man bas fought a — without loſing his life. 
ay ou imagine that I run ſuch a hazard of falling 


by hand of one You may, or you 
RAY may 
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may not, (ſaid the unconcerned Pipes) juſt as it 
happens. What then? Death is a debt that every 
man owes, according to the ſong ; and if you fet 
"foot to foot, I think one of you muſt go to pot 
Foot to foot! (exclaimed the terrified painter) 
"at's downright butchery ; and I'll bedamn'd be- 
fore I fight any man on earth in ſuch a barbarous 
way. What! d'ye take me to be a ſavage beaſt ?” 
This declaration he made while they aſcended the 
'Tamparts ; and his attendant perceiving the phy- 
ſician and his ſecond at the diſtance of an hundred 
"paces before them, gave him notice of their ap- 
3 and adviſed him to make ready, and be- 
Have like a man. Pallet in vain endeavoured to 
eonceal his pannic, which diſcovered itſelf in an 
univerſal trepidation of body, -and the lamentable 
tone in' which he anſwered this exhortation of 
Pipes; ſaying, I do behave like a man; but you 
would have me act the part of a brute. Are they 
coming this way? When Tom told him that they 
had faced about, and admoniſhed him to advance, 
the nerves of his arm refuſed their office, he could 
not hold out his piſtol, and inſtead of going for- 
ward, retreated with an inſenſibility of motion; 
Till Pipes, placing himſelf in the rear, fet his own 
back to that of his principal, and ſwore he ſhould 
not budge an inch farther in that direction. 
While the valet thus tutored the painter, his 
maſter enjoyed the terrors of the phyſician, which 
were more ridiculous than thoſe of Pallet, becauſe 
be was more intent upon diſguiſing them. His de- 
claration to Pickle in the morning, would not 
ſuffer him to ſtart any objections when he received 
the challenge; and Ending that the young gentle- 
man made no offer of mediating the affair, but 
Tather congratulated him on the occaſion, when he 
communicated the painter's billet, all his efforts 
"conkiſted in oblique hints, and general reſlections 


3, 
. 
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upon the abſurdity of duelling which was firſt in- 
troduced among civilized nations, by the barbarous. 
Huns and Longobards. He likewiſe pretended to 
ridicule the uſe of fire- arms, which confounded all 
the diſtinctions of ſkill and addreſs, and deprived a 
combatant of the opportunity of ſignalizing his. 
perſonal proweſs. | | 
/ Pickle aſſented to the juſtneſs of his obſerva- 
tions ; but at the ſame time repreſented the n 
of complying with the cuſtoms of the world, (ri- 
diculous as they were) on which a man's honour 
and reputation depend. So that, ſeeing no hopes 
of profiting by that artifice, the"republican's agita- 
tion became more and more remarkable; and be 
propoſed in plain terms, that they ſhould contend: 
in armour, like the combatants of ancient days; 
for it was but reaſonable, that they ſhould practiſe 

the manner of fighting, ſince they adopted the 
diſpoſition of thoſe iron times. 
Nothing could have afforded more diverſion to 
our hero, than the fight of two ſuch duelliſts caſed- 


in iron; and he wiſhed that he had promoted. the 


quarrel in Bruſſels, where he could have hired the 
armour of Charles the fifth, and the valiant duke 
of Parma, for their accommodation: but, as there 
was no poſſibility of furniſhing them cap-a-pee at 
Antwerp, he perſuaded him to conform to the 
modern uſe of the ſword, and meet the painter 
on his own terms ; and ue, that his fear 
would ſupply him with other excuſes for deolining 
the combat, he comforted him with ſome diſtant 
inſinuations to the prejudice of his adverſary's cou 
rage, which would in all probability, evaporate, 
before any miſchief could happen. J 
Notwithſtanding this encouragement, he could 
not ſuppreſs the reluctance with which he went 
to the field, and caſt many a wiſhful look over his 


left ſhoulder, to fee whether or not his adverſary 
; was 


| 
i 
| 
| 


a 
- - 
— —— — — — — 
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_ was at his heels; and when, by the advice of his 
| ſecond, he took poſſeſſion of the ground, and 
turned about with his face to the enemy, it was 
not ſo dark, but that Peregrine could perceive the 
. unuſual palenefs of his countenance, and the ſweat 
_ Randing in large drops upon his forehead ; nay, 
there was a manifeſt diſorder in his ſpeech, when 
he regretted his want of the Pila and Parma, with 
which he would have made a rattling noiſe, to 
aſtoniſh his foe, in ſpringing forward, and ſinging 
. the hymn to battle, in the manner of the ancients. 
In the mean time, obſerving the heſitation of 
his antagoniſt, who, far from advancing, ſeemed 
to recoil, and even ſtruggle with his ſecond, he 
gueſſed the ſituation of the painter's thoughts; and 
collecting all the manhood that he poſſeſſed, ſeized 
the opportunity of profiting by his enemy's con- 
ſternation; and ftriking his fiword and piſtol to- 
gether, advanced in a ſort of trot, raiſing a loud 

how, in which he repeated, in lieu of the 
| fong, — of a ſtrophe from one of Pindar's Py- 
ia, beginning with E Y., yag aaa raca He- 
Way agflai;, & c. This Dee of the Greeks up 
alt the deſired effect upon the painter, who feeing 
_ the phyſician running towards him, like a fury, 
with a piſtol in his right hand, which was extended, 
and hearing the dreadful yell he uttered, and the 
outlandiſh words he pronounced, was ſeized with 
an univerſal palſy of his limbs, and would have 
dropp'd down upon the ground, had not Pipes 
ſupported and encouraged him to ſtand upon his 
defence. The doctor, contrary to his expectation, 
finding that he had not flinched ſrom the ſpat, 
though he had now performed one half of his ca- 
reer, put in practice his laſt effort, by firing his 
piſtol, the noiſe of which no ſooner reached the 
cars of the affrighted painter, than he eee 
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his ſoul to God, and roared for mercy with great 


vociferation. 

The republican, overjoyed at this exclamatins, 
commanded him to yield, and ſurrender his arms, 
on pain of immediate death; upon which he threw 
away his piſtols and ſword, in ſpite. of all the ad- 
monitions and even threats of his ſecond, who left 
him to his fate, and went up to his maſter, topping 
his noſe with ſigns of loathing and abhorrence. 

The victor having won the Spolia Opima, 
granted him his life, on condition, that he would 
on his knees ſupplicate his pardon, acknowledge 
himſelf inferior to his conqueror in every virtue 
and qualification, and promiſe for the future to 
merit his favour by ſubmiſſion and reſpect. Theſe 
inſolent terms were readily embraced by the unfor- 
tunate challenger, who fairly owned, that he was 
not at all calculated for the purpoſes of war, and 
that henceforth MO pn with no weapon 
but his pencil d. wi hum 
that Mr. Pickle * think — Rs 
morals for this defe& of courage, which was a na- 
tural infirmity inherited from his father, and ſuſ- 
pend his opinion of his talents, until he ſhould 
have an opportunity of contemplating the charms 
of his Cleopatra, which wow be hniſhed in lefs 
than three months. 

Our. hero obſerved with an affected air of dif- 
pleaſure, that no man could be juſtly condemned 
for being ſubject to the impreſſions of fear; and 
therefore his cowardice might eaſily be forgiven : - 
but, there was ſomething ſo preſumptuous, dif- 
honeſt and difingenuous, in arrogating a quality 
to which he knew he had not the ſmalleſt preten- 
ſion, that he could not forget his wiſbehaviour all 
at once, though he would condeſcend to 2 


nicate with him as formerly, in 
een in his conduct. Pallet & pronts, Ke 
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there was no diſſimulation in the caſe; for he was 
ignorant of his own weakneſs, until his reſolution: 
was put to the trial: he faithfully promiſed to de- 
mean himſelf, during the remaining part of the 
tour, with chat conſcious modeſty and penitence 
which became a perſon in his condition; and, for 
the preſent, implored the aſſiſtance of Mr. Pipes, | 
in diſembaraſſing him ous the diſagreeable — 2 
quence of his fear. 


CHAP. LXIX. 


-The diftor exults in his victory. They ſet out Nw” 
Rotterdam, where they are entertained by tw» 
Dutch gentlemen in a yacht, which is verturned 


in the Macs, to the manifeſt hazard of the 
painter's life. They ſpend the evening with their 
entertainers, and u. xt day viſit a cabinet of © cu- 


2 en » 
1 was ackondingly ordered to miniſter to his 
| occaſions; and the conqueror, elated with 
his ſucceſs, which he in a great meaſure attributed; 
to his manner of attack, anq the hymn which he 
howled, told Peregrine, that he was now copvinced 
of the truth of what Pindar ſung in theſe words, 
*"Oooa N py weÞixnxe Zev, d ru. Bog Liepe foil ; 
for he had no ſooner begun to repeat the melli- 
fluent ſtrains of that divine poet, than the wretch 
his antagoniſt was confounded, and his nerves un- 
ſtrung. 

On their return to the inn, he expatiated on the 
prudence and tranquillity of his own behaviour, 
and aſcribed the conſternation of Pallet to the re- 
membrance of ſome crime that lay heavy upon his 
conſcience: for, in his opinion, a man of virtue 
and common ſenſe could not poſſibly be afraid of 
death, which is not only the peaceful hardout that 


receives him ſhattered on the tempeſtuous 1 
| 5; 
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life, but alſo the eternal ſeal of his fame and glory, 
which it is no longer in his power to forfeit and 
forego. He, lamented his fate, in being doomed to 
live in ſuch degenerate days, when war is become 
a mercenary trade; and ardently wiſhed, that the 
day would come, when he ſhould have ſuch an 
opportunity of ſignalizing his courage in the cauſe 
of liberty, as that of Marathon, where an-hand- 
ful of Athenians, fighting for their freedom, de- 
feated the whole ſtrength of the Perſian empire. 
„Would to heaven! (ſaid he) my muſe were 
bleſſed with an occaſion to emulate that glorious 
teſtimony on the trophy in Cyprus, erected by 
Cimon, for two great victories gained en the ſame 
day over the Perſians by ſea and land; in which 
it is very remarkable, that the greatneſs of the oc- 
caſion has raiſed the manner of expreſſion above 
the uſual ſimplicity and modeſty of all other ancient 
inſcriptions.” He then repeated it with all the pomp 
of declamation, and ſignified his hope, that the 
French would one day invade us with ſuch an ar- 
my as that which Xerxes led into Greece, that it 
might be in his power to devote himſelf, like Leo- 
nidas, to the freedom of his country. * 
This memorable combat being thus determined, 
and every thing that was remarkable in Antwerp ſur- 
veyed, they ſent their baggage down the Scheld to 
Rotterdam, and ſet out for the ſame place in a poſt- 
waggon, which that ſame evening ht them 
in ſafety to the banks of the Maeze. They put 
up at an Engliſh houſe of entertainment, remark. 
able for the modeſty and moderation of the land- 
lord; and next morning the doctor went in per- 
ſon, to deliver letters of recommendation to two 
Dutch gentlemen, from one of his acquaintance at 
Paris. Neither of them happened to be at home 
when he called; ſo that he left a meſſage at their 
lodgings, with his addreſs; and in the —_— 


= 


= Wees ther, they went on board without heſitation, 
and found a collation prepared in the cabin. While 
they tacked to and fro in the river, under the im- 


pulſe of a mackerel breeze, the phyſician expreſſed 
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hey waited upon the company, and after many 


hoſpitable profeſſions, one of the two invited them 


to ſpend the evening at his houſe. 

Mean while, they had provided a pleaſure- 
yacht, in which they propoſed to treat them with 
an excurſion upon the Maeze. This being almoſt 


the only. diverſion that place affords, our young 
-gentleman reliſhed the propoſal ; and notwithſtand- 
ing the remonſtrances of Mr. Jolter, who declined 


the voyage on account of the roughneſs of the 


his ſatisfaction, and Pallet was raviſhed with the 


entertainment. But the wind encteaſing, to the 


unſpeakable joy of the Dutchmen, who had now 


an opportunity of ſhewing their dexterity in the 


management of the veſſel, the gueſts found it in- 
convenient to ſtand upon deck, and impoſſible to 
fit below, on account of the clouds of tobacco- 


ſmoke which rolled from the pipes of their enter- 


tainers, in ſuch volumes as annoyed them even to 
the hazard of ſuffocation. This fumigation, to- 
gether with the extraordinary motion of the ſhip, 
began to affect the head and ſtomach of the painter, 
who begg'd earneſtly to be ſet on ſhore: but the 
Dutch gentlemen, who had no idea of his ſuffer- 
ings, to which they had always been utter ſtran- 
gers, inſiſted, with ſurpriſing obſtinacy of regard, 
upon his ſtaying until he ſhould ſee an inſtance of 
the ſkill of their mariners; and bringing him on 
deck, commanded the men to carry the veſſel's 
Jee-gunwale under water. This nicety of, naviga- 
tion they inſtantly performed, to the admiration of 
Pickle, the diſcompoſure of the doctor, and terror 
of Pallet, who bleſſed himfelf from the cones 


— . » 


* 
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of a Dutchman, and prayed to n bis 
deliverance. 

While the Hollander enjoyed the — 
of this fate, and the diſtreſs of the painter at the 
ſame time, the yacht was overtaken by a ſudden 
ſquall, that overſet her in a moment, and flung 
every man overboard into the Maeze, before the 
eould have the leaſt warning of their fate, — 


leſs, time to provide againſt the accident. Pere- 1 
grine, who was an expert ſwimmer, reached the., 4 | | 


ſhore in ſafety ; the phyſician, in the agonies 
deſpair, laid faſt hold on the trunk-breeches of one 


of the men, who dragged him to the other ſide; 


the entertainers landed at the bomb-keys, —_— 
their pipes all the way with great deliberation ; an 

the poor painter An: have 2 to the bottom, had 
not he been encountered by the cable of a ſhip, 
that lay at anchor near the ſcene of their diſaſter. 
Though his ſenſes had forſaken him, his hands 
faſtened by inſtinct on this providential occurrence, 
which he held with ſuch a convulſive graſp, that 
when a boat was ſent out to bring him on ſhore, it 
was with the utmoſt difficulty that his fingers were 
diſengaged. He was carried into a houſe, deprived 
of the uſe of ſpeech, and bereft of all ſenfation ; 

and being ſuſpended by the heels, a vaſt quantity 
of water ran out of his mouth. This evacuation” 


being made, he. began to utter dreadful groange © 


which gradually increaſed to a continued roar ; and 
after he had regained the uſe of his ſenſes, under- 


went a delirium that laſted ſeveral hours. As for 


the treaters, never dreamed of the 
leaſt concern to Pickle or the phyſician far what 
had happened, ! becauſe it was an accident ſo com- 
mon, as to paſs without notice; but they were very 


much ſurprized to find, upon inquiry, that Pallet 
could not ſwim, it being as natural for a Dutch- 


man, as a deal-board, to float upon the ſurface... 
Leaving 
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Leaving the care of the veſſel to the ſeamen, 
the company retired to their reſpective lodgings, in 
onder to ſhift their cloaths ; and in the evening our 
travellers were conducted to the houſe of their new 
friend, who, with a view of making his invitation 
the more agreeable, had aſſembled to the number 
of twenty or thirty Engliſhmen, of all ranks and 
degrees, from the merchant to the periwig-maker's 
- prentice, * 2 70 5 
In the midſt of this congregation ſtood a chafing- 
. * diſh with live-coals, for the convenience of light- 
ing their pipes, and every individual was aecommo- 
dated with a ſpitting- box. There was not a mouth 
in the apartment unfurniſhed with a tube, ſo that 
they reſembled a convocation of Chimeras breath- 
ing fire and ſmoke; and our gentlemen were fain 
to imitate their example in their own defence. It 
is not to be ſuppoſed that the converſation was 
either very ſprightly or polite z the whole enter- 
tainment was of the Dutch caſt, that is, frowzy 
and phlegmatic: and our adventurer, as be re- 
turned to his lodging, tortured with the head-ach, 
and diſguſted with every circumſtance of his treat- 
ment, curſed the hour in which the doctor had 
' faddled them with ſuch troubleſome companions; 
Next morning, by eight o'clock, theſe polite 
'Hollanders returned the viſit, ' and after bteakfaſt, 
attended their Engliſh friends to the houſe of a 
- perſon that poſſeſſed a very curious cabinet of eu- 
rioſities, to which they had ſecured our company's 
admiſſion. The owner of this collection Was a 
cheeſemonger, who received them in a w 
night- cap, with ſtraps buttoned under his chi 
As he underſtood no language but his own, he told 
them, by the canal of ene of their conductors, 
that he hid not make a practice of ſhewing his eu- 
rioſities; but underſtanding that they were Eogliſh- 
men, and recommended to his friends, he was 
: content 
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content to ſubmit them to their peruſal. So ſay- 
ing, he led them up a dark ftair, into a ſmall room, 
decorated with a few paltry figures. in plaiſter of 
Paris, two or three miſerable landſchapes, the 
fkins of an otter, ſeal, and ſome fiſhes ſtuffed ; 
and in one corner ſtood a glaſs-caſe, furniſhed 
with newts, frogs, lizzards and ſerpents, preſerved 
in ſpirits; a human foetus, a calf with two heads, 
and about two dozen of butterflies pinned upon 


per. 

The virtuoſo having exhibited theſe particulars, 
eyed the ſtrangers with a look ſolliciting admiration 
and applauſe; and as he could not perceive any 
ſymptom of either in their geſtures or countenances, 
withdrew a curtain, and diſplayed a wainſcot cheſt 
of drawers, in which, he gave them to under- 
fland, was ſomething that would agreeably amuſe 
the imagination. Our travellers, regaled with this 
notice, imagined that they would be entertaĩned 
with the ſight of ſome curious medals, or other 
productions of antiquity ; but how were they diſ- 
appointed, when they ſaw nohing but a variety of 
ſhells, diſpoſed in whimfical figures, in each 
drawer! After he had detained: them full two 
hours with a tedious commentary upon the ſhape, 
ſize and colour of each department, he, with 2 
ſupercilious ſimper, deſired that the Engliſh gentle- 
men would frankly and candidly declare, whether 
his cabinet, or that of mynheer Sloane, at London, 
was the moſt valuable. When this requeſt was 
ſignified in Engliſh to the company, the- painter 
inſtantly exclaimed, “By the Lard ! they are not 
to be named of a day. And as for that matter, T 
would not give one corner of Saltero's  coffee- 
houſe, at Chelſea, for all the traſh he bath ſhewn.” 
Peregrine, unwilling to mortify any perſon. who 
had done his endeavour to pleaſe him, obſerved, 
that what they had ſeen was very curious and en- 
| tertainingz 
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tertaining; but that no private collection in Eu- 
rope was equal to that of Sir Hans Sloane, which, 
exclufive of preſents, had coſt an hundred thouſand 
pounds. The two conductors were confounded 
at this aſſeveration, which being communicated to, 
the cheeſemonger, he ſhook his head with a ſig- 
. nificant grin; and tho' he did not chooſe to expreſs 
his incredulity in words, gave our hero to under- 
ſtand, that he did not much depend upon his ve- 
racity. 
2 the houſe of this Dutch naturaliſt, they 
were dragged all round the city, by the painful ci- 
vility of their attendants, who did not quit | 
till the evening was well advanced, and then hot 
till after they had promiſed to be with them before 
ten o'clock next day, in order to conduct them to 
- a country-houſe, ſituated in a pleaſant village on 
the other ſide of the river. | 
Pickle was already ſo much fatigued with their 
hoſpitality, that, for the firſt time of his life, he 
ſuffered a dejection of ſpirits; and reſolved, at 
any rate, to avoid the threatened perſecution of 
to-morrow :-with this view, he ordered his ſervants 
to pack up ſome cloaths and linen in a portman- 
teau; and in the morning embarked, with his go- 
'vernor, in the Treckſkuyt, for the Hague, whither 
he pretended to be called by ſome urgent occaſion, 
leaving his fellow-travellers to make his ap 
to their friends; and aſſuring them, that 
would not proceed for Amſterdam, without their 
He arrived at the Hague in the fore- 
noon, and dined at an ordinary frequented | by 
officers and people of faſhion ; where being in- 
formed, that the princeſs would ſee company in 
the evening, he dreſſed himſelf in a rich ſuit of 
the Pariſian· cut, and went to court, without any- 
introduction. A perſon of his appearance could 
not fail to attract the notice of ſuch a ſoul} np 
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The prince himſelf underſtanding he was an Eng- 
liſhman and a ftranger, went up — him, without 
ceremony; and having welcomed him to the place, 

converſed with him, for ſome minutes, on the 


common ö diſcourſe. 


CH AB. E.. 
They oceed to the Hague; from whence they Fi 
— Amſterdam, where they ſee a Dutch 
| _ Vifit 4 mufick-houſe, in which Pere- 
ine quarrels with the captain of a man of war. 
They. poſe through Haarlem, in their way to 
Leyden. Return to Rotterdam, where the com- 


pany ſeparates, and our hero, with his ne 
arrives in ſa afety at Harwich. | 


2 . 
"x3 
* 


Eing joined by theis fellow-travellers, in Go 
B99 une a tour to all the re- 
markable places in this celebrated village; ſaw - 
the Foundery, the Stadthouſe, — Vaun- ; 
hall, and Count Bentinck's ga — in the 
evening went to the French „Which was 
directed by a noted Harlequin, who had found 
means to flatter the Dutch taſte ſo effectually, 
that they extolled him as the greateſt actor that 
ever appeared in the province of Holland. This 
famous company did not repreſent r 
trical pieces, but only a ſore of impromptu's, in 
which this noted player always performed the 
greateſt part of the entertainment. Among other 
fallies of wit that eſcaped him, — 
cumſtance ſo remarkably adapted to the diſpoſition 
and genius of his audience, that it were pity to 
paſs it over in ſilence; A windmill being exhi- 
bited on the ſcene, Harlequin, after' having ſur- 
veyed it with curioſity and admiration, aſks of 
one of the millers, the uſe of that machine; and 
belag a that it was a windmill, obſerv es 2 

is ome 
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ſome concern, that as there was not the leaſt * 


breath of wind, he could not have the pleaſure of 


ſeeing it turn round. Urged by this conſidera- 
tion, be puts himſelf into the attitude of a per- 
ſon wrapt in profound meditation; and having - 
continued a few ſeconds in this poſture, runs to 
the miller with great cagerneſs and joy, and tell- 
ing him, that he had found an expedient to make 
his mill work, very fairly unbuttons his breeches, 
and preſenting his poſteriors to the ſails of the ma- 
chine, certain exploſtons are immediately heard, 
and the arms of the mill begin to turn round, te 
the infinite ſatisfaction of the ſpectators, who ap- 
prove the joke with loud peals of applauſe. _ * 
Our travellers ſtayed a few days at the Hague, 
during which the young gentleman waited on the 
Britiſh embaſſador, to whom he was recommen- 
ded by his Excellency at Paris, and loſt about thirty. 
guineas at billiards to a French adventurer, Wo 
decoyed him into the ſnare by keeping up his 
game; then they departed in a poſt-waggon for 
Amſterdam, being provided with letters of in- 
troduction to an Engliſh merchant reſiding in 
that city, under whoſe - auſpices they viſited every 
thing worth ſeeing, and among other excurſions 
went to ſee a Dutch tragedy acted; an entertain- 
ment which, of all others, had the ſtrangeſt ef- 
fect upon che organs of our hero: the dreſs of 
their chief perſonages were ſo antick, their man- 
ner ſo aukwardly abſurd, and their language ſo 
ridiculouſly unfit for conveying the ſentiments of 
love and honour; that Peregrine's nerves were 
diuretically affected with the complicated abſur- 
dity, and he was compelled to withdraw ee 
times before the cataſtrophe of the piece. <a 
The ſubject of this performance was mee 
ſtory of Scipio's continence and virtue, in reſtor- 
ns the fair captive to her lover. The young 
Roman 
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Roman' hero was repreſented by a broad-faced Ba- 
tavian, in a burgo-maſter's gown and a fur-cap, ' 
ſitting ſmoaking his pipe at a table furniſhed with 
a can of beer, a ons 1 -glaſs, and à plate of 
tobacco: the lady was ſuch a perſon” as Scipio 
might very well be ſuppoſed to give away, with 
out any great effort of generoſity ; and indeed the 
Celtiberian prince ſeemed to be of that opinion; 
for, upon receiving her from the hand of the 
victor, he diſcovered none of thoſe tranſports of 


gratitude and joy which Livy deſeribes, in re- 


counting this event. The Dutch Scipio, how- 
ever, was complaiſant enough in his way; for he 
deſired her to ſit at his right hand, by the appel - 
lation of Ya frow, and with his own fingers filling 
a clean pipe, preſented it to Mynheer Allucio the 
lover. The reſt of the ceconomy of the piece was 
in the ſame taſte; which was fo agreeable to the au- 
dience, that they ſeemed to have ſhaken off their na- 
tural phlegm, in order to applaud the performance. 
From the play our company adjourned to the 
houſe of their friend, where they ſpent the even- 
ing; and the converſation turning upon poetry, 
a Dutchman who was preſent,”, and underſtood 
the Engliſh language, having Te 1 
tively 'to the Aeon, lifted up with bo 
the greateſt part of a Cheſhire Cheeks chat lay up- 
on the table, ſaying, I do know vat is boetrie. 
Mine brotre be a great boet, and ave vrought 4 
book as dick as all 2 „ Pickle, diverted with this 
metas of eſtimating an author according to the 
aan ty of his works, inquired about the lubjects” 
of this* dards 'wtitings ; but of theſe his brother 
could give no account, or other information, but 
that there'was very little market for the commodiz 
ty, which hung heavy upon his hands, and induced 
him to W he had applied himſelf to another trade. 


The 
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Ide only remarkable ſcene in Amſterdam, which 
our company had not ſeen, was the bpuy! or mu- 
ſiek-bouſes, which, by the connivance of the ma- 
giſtrates, are maintained for the recreation of thoſe 
who might attempt the chaſtity of creditable wo- 
men, if they were not provided with ſuch conve- 
niencies. To one of theſe night-houfes did our 
travellers repair, under the conduct of the Engliſh 
merchant, and were introduced into ſuch another 
lace as the ever-memorable coffee-houſe of Moll 
Klee: with this difference, that the company here 
were not ſo riotous as the Bucks of Covent-Garden, 
but formed themſelves into a circle, within which 
ſome of the number danced to the muſick of a 
feurvy organ and a few other inſtruments, that 
uttered tunes very ſuitable to the diſpoſition of the 
hearers, while the whole apartment was ſhrouded 
with clouds of ſmoke impervious to the view. 
When our gentlemen entered, the, floor was occu- 
pied by two females and their gallants, who, in 
the performance of their_exerciſe, lifted their legs 
like ſo many oxen at plough ; and the pipe of one 
of theſe hoppers happening to be exhaufted in the 
midſt of his ſarabrand, he very deliberately drew 
forth his tobacco- box, filling and lighting it again, 
without any interruption to the dance. Peregrine-. 
being unchecked by the preſence. of his governpt, 
who was too tender of his own reputation to attend 
them in this expedition, made up to a ſprightly- 
French girl that fat in ſeeming expectation of a 
cuſtomer, and prevailing upon her to be his patt- 
ner, led her into the circle, and, in his turn, | 
© took the opportunity of dancing a minuet, to the | 
admiration. of all preſent. He intended te have. | 
exhibited another ſpecimen of his ability in this, j 
art, when a captain of a Dutch man of war. 
chancing to come in, and ſee a ſtranger engen 
* 4 hae W 
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with the lady whom, it ſeems, he had beſpoke 
for his bedfellow, he advanced, without any ce- 
temony, and ſeizing her by the arm, pull'd her 
to the other fide of the room. Qur adventurer; . 
who was not a man to put up with ſuch a brutal af · 
front, followed the raviſher with indignation in his 
eyes; and puſhing him on one fide; retook the ſub- 
ject of their conteſt, and led her back to the place 
from whence ſhe had been dragged. The Dutch- 
man, enraged at the youth's preſumption; . obeyed: 
the firſt dictates of his choler, and lent his rival an 
hearty box on the ear 3 which was immediately te- 
paid with intereſt, before our hero could recollect 
himſelf ſufficiently to lay his hand upon his ſword, 
and beckon the aggreſſor to the door. 
Notwithſtanding the conſuſion and diforder which 
this affair produced in the room, and the endea- 


vours of Pickle's company, who: interpoſed; in 
order [to- prevent bloodſhed, the antagoniſts gain 


ed the ſtreet; and e — wa ar ſur- 
priſed to ſee the captain advance him with 
a long knife, which he preferred to the ſword that 


— by his fide. The youth, confounded at this 
prepoſterous behaviour, deſired him in the French 


tongue, to lay aſide that n and 


approach like a gentleman, but the Hollander, who 
neither underſtood the propoſal, nor would habe 
complied with his — had he been made ac- 
quainted with his meaning, ruſhed forward like a deſ- 
perado, before his adverſary could put himſelf: on 
his guard; and if the young gentleman had not 
been endued with ſurpriſing agility, his noſe would 
have fallen a ſacrifice to the fury of the — 
Finding himſelf in ſuch imminent: jeopardy, - he 
jumped to one ſide, and the — 


him, in the force of his career, he with one nim [ 
ble kick made ſuch application to his enemy's 


"Rr — 


heels, _ he flew like 
Ve. II. 
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where he had almoſt periſhed, by pitching upon 
one of the poſts with which it was ſaced. ö 
- Peregrine having performed this exploit, did not 
ſtay for the captain's coming on ſhore, but re- 
— with all diſpatch, by the advice of bis con- 
ductor; and next day embarked, with his com- 
panions in the Skuyt, for Haarlem, where they 
dined, and in the evening arrived at the antient 
city of Leyden, where they met with ſome Eng- 
liſh ſtudents who treated them with great hoſ- 
pitality. Not but that the harmony of the con- 
verſation was that ſame night interrupted by a diſ- 
pute that aroſe between one of thoſe young gen- 
tlemen and the phyſician, about the cold and hot 
methods of preſcription in the gout and rheuma- 
tum ; and proceeded to ſuch a degree of mutual re- 
viling, that Pickle aſhamed and incenſed at his fel- 
low-travellers : want of urbanity, eſpouſed the 
other's cauſe, and openly rebuked him for his un- 
maginerly netulance, which (he ſaid) rendered him 
unfit fon the purpoſes, and unworthy of the benefit 
of ſociety; - "This unexpected declaration over- 
whelmed the doctor with amazement and confu- 
ſion; he was inſtantaneouſly deprived of his ſpeech, 
and during the remaining part of the partie, ſat in 
ſilent mortification. In all probability he deliberated 
with himſelf, whether or not he ſhould expoſtulate 
with the young gentleman on the freedom he had 
taken with his character in a company of ſtran- 
gers; but as he knew that he had not a Pallet to 
deal with, he very prudently ſuppreſſed that ſuggeſ- 
tion, and in ſecret chewed the cud of reſentment; 
After they had viſited the phyfic garden, the 
univerſity, the anatomical hall, and every other 
thing that was recommended to their view,” the) 
returned to Rotterdam, and held a conſultation 
upon the method of tranſporting themſelves to 
9 The doctor, pony grudge aga ainſt _ 


: 
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regrine was rather inflamed than allayed by. our 
hero's indifference. and neglect, had tampered 
with the ſimplicity of the painter, who was proud 
of his advances towards a perſect ' reconciliation 
and now took the opportunity of ' parting with 
our adventurer, by declaring that he and his friend 
Mr. Pallet were reſolved to take their paſſage in 
a trading ſloop, after he had heard Peregrine ob- 
je& againſt that tedious, diſagreeable, and uncer- 
tain method of conveyance. . Pickle. immediately 
ſaw his intention; and, without uſing the leaſt ar- 
gument to diſſuade them from their deſign, ar, 
expreſſing the ſmalleſt degree of concern at their ſe- 
paration, very coolly wiſhed them a proſperous voy- 
age, and ordered his baggage to be ſent to Helvoet- 
ſluys, where he himſelf and his retinue, went on 
board of the pacquet next day, and, by the favour 
of a fair wind, in eighteen hours arrived at Harwich. 


| „HAAR CO 
Peregrine delivers his letters of recommendation at 
London, and returns to the garriſon, to the unſpeak- 
able joy of the commodore and his whole family. 
OW that our hero found -himſelf on Eng- 
liſh ground, his. heart dilated , with the 
proud recollection of his own improvement ſince 
he left his native ſoil; he began to recognize 
the intereſting, ideas of his tender years; he en- 
joyed, by anticipation, the pleaſure of ſeein 
bis friends in the garriſon, after an abſence 0 
eighteen months; and the image of his charming 
Emily, which other leſs worthy conſiderations 
had depreſſed, reſumed the full poſſeſſion of his 
breaſt, He remembered, with ſhame, that he 
had neglected the correſpondence with her bro- 
ther, which he himſelf had ſolicited, and in con- 
ſequence of which he had received a letter from 
H 2 that 
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that young gentleman while be lived at Paris. In 
ſpite of theſe conſcientious i he was 
too ſelf-ſufficient to think he ſhould find any dif- 
ficulty in obtaining forgiveneſs for theſe of 
omiſſion; and began to imagine, that his paſſion 
would be prejudicial to * dignity of his fitua- 
tion, if it could not be gratified upon terms which 
formerly his imagination durſt not conceive. 

Sotry am I, that the taſk I have undertaken, 
lays me under the neceſſity of divulging this de- 
generacy in the ſentiments of our imperious 
youth, who was now in the heyday of his blood, 
fluſtied with the conſciouſneſs of his own qualifi- 
1 of his fortune, aud _ on the 
wings of © imagtriary-- expeQation. he was 
deeply enamoured of miſs Gauntlet, he was far 
ber heart as the ultimate aim of 
his gallantry, which (he did not doubt would tr- 
umph o er the wo. illuſtrious females of the land, 
and at once regale 14 e and ambition. 

Nie vie be being willing to malke his appear- 
ance at the gariſon e riſing and 
he cautioned Mt. Jolter ſt writing to the com- 
modore, who had not heard of them ſince their de- 
parture from Paris, and hired a poſt-chaiſe and horſes 
for London. The governor going out to give orders 
about the carriage, inadvertantly left a paper book 
open upon the table; and his pupil caſting — 
on the page, chanced to read theſe words: Sep. 
Arrived in ſafety, by the bleſſing of God in this 
— kingdom of England. And thus concludes 

e journal of my laſtperigrination.” Peregrine's cu- 
th ty being milled by this extroardinary concluſi- 
on, he turned to the beginning, and peruſed ſeveral 
ſheets of a diary, ſuch as is commonly kept by that 
claſs of people known by the denomination of travel- 
ling governors, for the latisfaction of themſelves 2 


from 
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the parents or guardians of their pupils, and for the 
- edification and entertainment of their friends. 

That the reader may have a clear idea of Mr. 
Jolters performance, we ſhall tranſcribe the tranf- 
2 as he had recorded them; and 
that abſtract be a ſufficient ſpecimen of the 
whole plan and execution of the work. 

« May 3. At eight o clock ſet out ſrom Bou- 
longe in a poſt-chaiſe: the morning hazy and 
cold. Fortihed my ſtomach with a cordial. Re- 
— Mr. P. as an antidote againſt 

the fog. Mem. He refuſed it. The hither horſe 


greaſed in the off-paſtern of the hind-leg. - 
at Samers. Mem. Tow. — was 2 poſt 


The day "clears. up. A 
well ſtored with corn. 


poſt. Set out again Nampont. 
with flatulencies and indigeſtion. Mr. P. is ſul- 
len and ſeems to miſtake an erudtation for the 


depart for Bernay, at which: place we arrive in 
the evening, and propoſe to ſtay all night. -N.:B. 
The two laſt are double — our cattle 
very willing tho not ſtrong. Sup on à deli- 
cate ragout and excellent partridges, in com 
with Mr. H. and his ſpouſe. Mem. The ſaid 
trod upon my corn by miſtake. Diſcharge th bill 
'Which j is not very reaſonable. Dupute wih Mr. F. 

H 3 about 
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about giving money to the ſervant :-he inſiſts up- 
on my giving a twenty-four ſol piece, which is too 
much by two thirds, in all conſcience. N. B, She 
was a pert baggage, and did not deſerve a liard.“ 
Our hero was ſo much diſobliged with certain 
circumſtances of this amuſing and inſtructing jour- 
nal, that, by way of puniſhing the author, he in- 
terlined theſe words betwixt two paragraphs, in a 
manner that exactly reſembled the tutor's hand- 
writing; Mem. Had the pleaſure of drinking 
myſelf into a ſweet intoxication, by toaſting our 
lawful king, and his royal family, among ſome 
worthy Engliſh fathers of the ſociety of Jeſus.” 

Having taken this revenge, he ſet out for Lon- 
don, where he waited upon thoſe noblemen to 
whom 'he had letters of recommendation from 
Paris; and was not only graciouſly received, but 
even loaded with — and proffers of ſervice, 
becauſe they underſtood he was a young gentle- 
man of fortune, who, far ſrom ſtanding in need 
of their countenance or aſſiſtance, would make an 
uſeful and creditable addition to the number of 
their adherents. He had the honour of dining at 
their tables, in conſequence of preſſing invitations, 
and of ſpending ſeveral evenings with the ladies, to 
whom he was particularly agreeable, on account of 
his perſon, addreſs, and bleeding freely at play. 
Being thus initiated in the beau monde, he 
thought it was high time to pay his reſpects to his 
generous benefactor the commodore; and ac- 
cordingly departed one morning, with his train, 
for the gariſon, at which he arrived in ſafety the 
fame night. When he entered the gate, which 
was opened by a new ſervant that did not know 
him, he found his old friend Hatchway ftalking 
in the yard, with a night cap on his head, and a 
pipe in his mouth; and advancing to him, took 
Him by the hand, before he had any n 
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his approach. The lieutenant, thus falated by a 
ſtranger, ſtared at him in filent aſtoniſhinent, till 
he recollected his features, which were no ſooner 
known, than daſhing the pipe upon the pavement, 
he exclaimed, © Smite my croſs- trees] tart wel. 
come to port; and hugg'd him in his arms with 
great affection. He then, by a cordial ſqueeze;"ex- 
preſſed his ſatisfaction at ſeeing his old ſhip-mate 
Tom, who applying his whiſtle to his mouth, the 
whole caſtle ecchoed with his performance. 
The ſervants hearing the well-known ſound, 
poured out in a tumult of joy; and underſtand> 
ing that their young maſter was returned, raiſed 
ſuch a pale of acclamation, as aſtoniſhed the com- 
modore and his lady, and inſpired Julia with ſuch 
an intereſting preſage, that her heart began to 
throb with violence; and running out in the hurry 
and perturbation of her hope, the was ſo much 
overwhelmed at ſight of her brother, that the 
actually fainted in his arms. But from this trance 
ſhe ſoon awaked; and Peregrine having teftified 
his pleaſure and affection, went up ſtairs, and pre- 
ſented himſelf before his gedfather and aunt. 
Mrs. Trunnion roſe, + and received him with a 
gracious embrace, bleſſing God for his happy re- 
turn from a land of impiety and vice, in which 
the hoped his morals had not been corrupted, nor 
his principles of religion altered or © impaired; 
The old gentleman being confined to his chair, 
was ſtruck dumb with pleaſure at his appearance; 
and having made divers ineffectual efforts to get 
up, at length diſcharged a volley of curſes againſt 
his own limbs, and held out his hand to his * 
who kiſs'd it with great reſpect. 0 a 
After he had finiſhed his apoſtrophe to the 
gout, which was the daily and hourly ſubject of 
his execrations, Well, my lad (faid he) I care 
not how ſoon I go to bottom, now I behold thee 
H 4 ſafe 
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fafe in harbour again: and yet, I tell a damn'd 
lie: .I would. I could keep afloat, until I ſhould 
Fee. a luſty boy of thy begetting. Odds my tim- 
bers! I love thee ſo.well, that I believe thou art 
the ſpawn of my own body; though I can give no 
account of thy being put upon the ſtocks.” Then | 
turning his eye upon Pipes, who by this time bad 
penetrated into his apartment, and addreſſed him with 
the uſual. ſalutation of What cheer ?”” „ Ahey ! 
(cried he) are you there, you herring-fac'd ſon of a 
ſea-calf ? What: a ſlippery trick you play'd your old 
commander! But, come, you dog, there's my fiſt ; 
I forgiye you ſor the love you bear to my godſon. 
Go man yaur tackle, and boiſt a caſk of ſtrong 
beer into the yard, knock out the bung, and put a 
in it, for the uſe of all my ſervants and neigh- 
: and, d' ye hear, let the patereroes be! fired 
and the gatiſon illuminated, as rejoicings for the 
ſiaſe arrival of your maſter, By the Lord ! if I had 
the uſo of damn'd ſhambling ſbanks, I would 
dance an hornpipe with the beſt of you.” 

Ide next object of his attention was Mr. Jolter, 
who was honoured with particular marks of diſtinc- 
tion, and the repeated promiſe of enjoying the liv- 
ing in his gift, as an acknowledgment of the care 
and diſcretion with which he had ſuperintended the 
education and morals of our hero. The governor 
was ſo affected by the generoſity of his patron, that 
the tears ran down his cheeks, while he expreſſed 
his gratitude, and the infinite ſatisfaction he felt, in 
contemplating the accompliſhments of his pupil. 
Mean while, Pipes did not neglect the orders he 
had received: the beer was produced, the gates 


ghted up, 
diſcharged in repeated vollies. Such phatnomens 
could not fail to attract the notice of the neigh- 
bourhood. The club at Tunley's were 
„ 


at 
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at the report of the guns, which, produced various 
conjectures anong the members of that ſagacious 
ſociety, The landlord obſerved, that in all likeli- 
hood the commodore was viſited by h ins, 
and ordered the guns to be fired in token of diſtreſs, 
as he had 94 3 before, when he was 
annoyed by the ſame grievance. 
At 5 iſh ſneer, expreſſed his apprehenſion of | 
Trunnion's death, in conſequence of which the 
patereroes might be diſcharged with an equivocal 
intent, either as ſignals of his lady's ſorrow or re- 
joicing. The attorney ſigniſied a ſuſpicion of 
Hatchway's being married to Miſs Pickle, and that 
the firing and illumination were in honour of the 
nuptials : upon which Gamaliel diſcovered ſome 
faint ſigns of emoton, and taking the pipe from 
his mouth, gave. it as his opinion, that his ater was 
bro ht to bet. 


While they were thus bewildered in the maze 
of their own imaginations, 2 £ y of cougtry- 
men, who ſat drinkiog in the kitchen, and whoſe 
legs were more ready than, their invention, ſallied 
out to know the meaning of theſe exhibitions ; and 
underſtanding that there was a butt of ſtrong beer 
abroach in the yard, to which. they were invited 
by the ſervants, ſaved themſelves the trouble and 
expence of returning to ſpend the evening at the 
public houſe, and liſted themſelves under che ban- 
7 N Pipes, who preſided as director of thia 

IVal. | | | } 

The news of Peregrine's return being commu- 
nicated te the pariſh, the parſon and. three or four 
neighbouring gentlemen, who were -well-withers 
to our hero, immediately repaired to the garriſon, 
in order to pay their compliments on this happy 
event; and being detained to ſupper, an elegant 
entertainment was prepared by the direction of 
Mifs July, who was an . houſewife z 2 


* 
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the commodbre was fo invigorated with joy, that 
he ſeemed to have renewed his age. _ 
- Among thoſe who honoured the occaſion with 
his preſence was Mr. Clover, the young gentleman 
that made his addrefſes to Peregrine's ſiſter; and 
his heart was ſo big with his paſſion, that while the 
reſt of the company were ingroſſed by their cups, 
he ſeized an opportunity of our hero's being detach- 
ed from the converſation, and in the impatience of 
his love, conjured him to conſent to his happineſs ; 
proteſting, that he would comply with any terms 
of ſettlement that a man of his fortune could em- 
brace, in favour of a young lady who was abſolute 
7 ̃̃ » 
Our youth thanked him very politely for his fa- 
vourable ſentiments and honourable intention to- 
wards his fiſter, and told him, that at preſent he 
ſaw no reaſon to abſtrud his deſire; that he wou 
conſult Julias dn inclinations, and confer with 
him®bout the means of gratifying his wiſh :” but, 
in the mean time, "begged to be excnſcd from diſ- 
cufling any point of fuch importance to them both, 
and reminding him of the jovial purpoſe on which 
they were happily met, promoted ſuch a quick cir- 
culation of the bottle, that their mirth grew noiſy 
and obſtreperous : they broke forth into repeated 
peals of laughter, without any previbus incitement, 
except that of clatfet. Theſe exploſions were fuc- 
ceeded by Bacchanalian ſongs, in which the old 
gentleman himſelf attempted to bear a ſhare; the 
ſedate governor ſnapped time with his fingers, and 
the pariſh-prieft aſſiſted in the chorus with a moſt 
expreſſive nakedneſs of countehance. Before mid- 
night, they were almoſt all pinned to their chairs, 
as if they had deen fixed by the power of inchant- 
ment; and what rendered the confinement Thi 
more unfortunate, every ſervant in the houſe'was 
in the ſame ſituation ; fo that they were. * 
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take their repoſe as they ſat, and nodded to each 
other like a congregation of Anabaptiſts. | 
Next day, Peregrine communed with his ſiſter 
on the ſubject of her match with Mr. Clover, who 
(ſhe told him) had offered to ſettle a jointure of 
four hundred pounds, and take her to wife, with- 
out any expeCtation of a dowry. ' She, + moreover, 
gave him to underftand, that in his abſence ſhe had 
received ſeveral meſſages from her mother, com- 
manding her to return to her father's houſe; but 
that ſhe had refuſed to obey theſe orders, by the 
advice and injunction of her aunt and the commo- 
dore, which were indeed ſeconded by her on in- 
clination ; becauſe ſhe had all the reaſon in the 
world to believe, that her mother only wanted an 
opportunity of treating her with ſeverity and ran 
cour: for the reſentment of that lady had been car- 
ried to ſuch indecent lengths, that ſeeing her daugh- 
ter at church one day, ſhe roſe up before. the pat- 
ſon entered, and: reviled: her with great bittern 
in the face of the whole congregation... 4/11 22) 


CH AP. LXXI. 
Sees his fiter happily married. Vifits Emilia, who: 
receives him according to his deferts. «4-44 


[= brother being of opinion, that Mr. Clo- 
ver's propoſal was not to be neglected, efpe-: 
cially as Julia's heart was engaged in his favour, 
communicated the affair to his uncle, who, with 
the approbation of Mrs, Trunnion, declared himſelf: 
well fatisfied with the young man's addreſſes, and; 
deſired that they might be buekled with all ex- 
pedition, without the knowledge or concutrence 
of her parents, to whom (on account uf theie- 
unnatural barbarity) ſhe was not bound to pay the: _. 
leaſt regard. Though our adventurer entertained - 
the ſame ſentiments of the matter, and the lor 

dreading 


* 
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dreading ſome obſtruction, earneſtly beggd 
immediate condeſcenſion of his miſtreſs, ſhe could 
led upon to take ſuch a material ſtep, 


dictates of her on heart, ſhould his objections be 
1 or unjuſt. 

d by this determination, her admirer waited 
= r. Gamaliel at the gublic houſe, and with 
the appearance of great deference and reſpect, made 
him acquainted with his affection for his daughter, 
communicated the particulars of his fortune, with 
the terms of ſettlement he was ready to make; and 
in concluſion told him, that he would marry her 
without a portion. This laſt offer ſeemed do have 
ſome weight with the father, who received it with 
civility, and promiſed, in a day or two, to favour 
him with a final anſwer to his demand. He, ac- 
eordingly, that ſame evening conſulted his wiſe, 
who being exaſperated at the proſpect of her daugh- 
'ter's — argued with the moſt virulent 
expoſtulation againſt the match, as an impudent 
ſcheme of her on planning, with a view of in- 
ſulting her parents, towards whom ſhe had already 
been guilty of the moſt vicious diſobedienee. In 
ſhort, ſhe uſed ſuch remonſtrances, as not only 
averted this weak huſband's inclination from the 
propoſal which he had reliſſied before, but even in- 
ſtigated him to apply for a warrant to apprehend 
his daughter, on the ſuppoſition that ſhe was about 
to beſtow herſelf in marriage, without his privity 
or conſent. 

The : juſtice of peace to whom this application 
Was 2s. 5 though he could not refuſe the order, 
yet, being no ſtranger to the malevolence of the 
mother, which, together with Gamaliel's ſim- 
plicity, was notorious in _ he ſent an 

intimation 
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intimation of what had happened to the gariſon; 


upon which a couple of centinels were on 
the gate, and at the preſſing ſolicitation of the lo- 
ver, as well as the deſire of the commodore, her 
brother and aunt, Julia was wedded without fur- 
ther delay; the ceremony being performed. by Mr. 
Jolter, becauſe the pariſh-prieſt prudently. declined 
any occaſion of giving offence, and the curate was 
too much the intereſt of their enemies, to be em- 
ployed in that office. 

This domeſtic concern being ſettled to the ſatis- 
faction of our hero, he eſcorted her next day to 
the houſe of her huſband, who immediately wrote 
a letter to her father, declaring; his reaſons for ha- 
ving thus ſuperſeded his authority; and Mrs. Pickle's 
mortification was unſpeakable. 

That the new-married. couple might be guarded 
againſt all inſult, our young gentleman and 
friend Hatchway, with their adherents, lodged in 
Mr. Clover's houſe for ſome weeks; during which, 
they viſited their acquaintance in the neighbour- | 
hood, according to cuſtom; and when the tran- 
: quillity of their family was perfectly eſtabliſhed, 
and the contract of marriage executed in the pre · 
ſence of the old commodore and his lady, who 
gave her niece ſive hundred pounds to purchaſe 
Jewels and cloaths, Mr. Peregrine could no longer 
reſtrain his impatience to ſee his dear Emily; and 
told his uncle, that next day he propoſed to ride 
acroſs the country, in order to viſit his friend - 
Gauntlet, from whom he had not heard of a long 
time, 

The old gentleman, looking ſtedfaſtly in his 
face, „Ah! damn your cunning! (ſaid he) 1 find 
the anchor holds faſt: I did ſuppoſe as how you 
would have ſlipt your cable, and changed your 
birth; but, I ſee, when a young fellow is once 
brought up by a pretty wench, he may man his 5th 


bis 


% 
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ſtans and viol-block, if he wool ; but hee'll as ſoon 
heave up the Pike of Teneriff, as bring his anchor 
aweigh ! Odds heartlikins ! had ] known the young 
woman was Ned Gauntlet's daughter, I ſhou'dn't 
have thrown out fignal for leaving off chace.“ 

Our adventurer was not a little ſurpriſed to hear 
the commodore talk in this ſtile ; and immediately 
conjectured, that his friend Godfrey had informed 
him of the whole affair. Inftead of liſtening to 
this approbation of his flame, with thoſe tranſports 
of joy which he would have felt, had he retamed 
his former ſentiments, he was chagrined at Trun- 
nion's declaration, and offended at the preſump- 
tion of the young ſoldier, in pretending to diſcloſe 
the ſecret with which he had intruſted him. Red- 
dening with theſe reflections, he aſſured the com- 
modore, that he never had ſerious thoughts of ma- 
trimony :' ſo that, if any perſon had told him he 
was under any engagement of that kind, he had 
abuſed his ear; for, he proteſted, that he would 
never contract ſuch attachments, without his 
knowledge and expreſs permiſſion. 

Trunnion commended him for his prudent reſo- 
lution, and obſerved, that though no perſon men- 
tioned to him what promiſes had paſſed betwixt him 
and his ſweetheart, it was very plain that he had 
made love to her; and therefore, it was to be ſup- 
poſed, that his intentions were honourable: for, 
he could not believe he was ſuch a rogue in his 
heart, as to endeavour to debauch the daughter of 
a brave officer, who had ſerved his country with: 
credit and reputation, Notwithſtanding this re- 
monſtrance, which Pickle imputed to the commo- 
dore's ignorance of the world, he ſet out for the 
habitation of Mrs. Gauntlet, with the unjuſtifiabls 
ſentiments of a man of pleaſure, who ſacrifices 
every conſideration to the defire of his ruling appe- 
tite; and as Wincheſter lay in his way, —_— 
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to viſit ſome of his friends who lived in that place. 
It was in the houſe of one-of theſe, that he was in- 
formed of Emilia's being then in town with her 
mother; upon which, he excuſed himſelf from 
ſtaying to drink tea, and immediately repaired to 
their lodgings, a according to the direction » * had 
received. 

When he arrived at the dat inſtead of i 
going that perturbation of ſpirits, which a lover, 
in his intereſting ſituation, might” be ſuppoſed to 
feel, he ſuffered no emotion but that of vanity and 
pride; favoured with an opportunity of ſelf-gratifi- 
cation, and entered his Emilia's apartment with 
the air of a conceited petit maitre, rather than 
that of the reſpectful admirer, when he viſits the 
object of his pathon), after an abſence of er | 
months. 

The young lad having been very ach” 016 
obliged a his en fying neglect of her brother's 
letter, had Wade all her own pride and reſo- 
hition to her aid; and by means of a happy diſpo- 
ſition, ſo far overcame her chagrin at his indiffer-" 
ence, that ſhe was able to behave in his preſence” 
with apparent women, atid eaſe,” She was even 
pleaſed to find, be had by accident choſen a time 
for his viſit, when ſhe Wa ſurrounded by two or 
three young gentlemen,” who profeſſed themſelves 
her admirers. Our gallant Was no ſooner anouncedy! 
than ſhe collected all her coquettry, put om the 
gayeſt air ſhe could aſſume, and contrived to giggle 
juſt as he appeared at the room- door. The com- 
pliments of ſalutation being performed, ſhe: wel- 
comed him to England i in a careleſs manner, aſked 
the news of Paris, and, before he could make any 
reply, deſited one of the other gentlemen to pro- 
ceed with the ſequel of that comical adventure, in 
the relation of which he had been interrupted. + 

Peregrine 
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Peregrine finiled within himſelf at this behaviour, 
which (without all doubt he believed) ſhe had af- 
fected to puniſh him for his unkind ſilence, while 
he was abroad; fully . perſuaded, that her 
heart was abſolutely at his devotion. On this ſup- 
poſition, he practiſed his Pariſian improvements o 
the art of converſation, and uttered a thouſ 
prettineſſes in the way of compliment, with ſuch 
incredible rotation of tongue, that his rivals were 
ſtruck dumb with aſtoniſhment; and Emilia fretted 
out of all temper, at ſeeing berſelf deprived of the 
prerogative of the ſex. He perſiſted, however, in 
— is loquacity, until the reſt of the com- 
t proper to withdraw, and then con» 
| — his diſcourſe into the focus of love, which 
now / put on a very different ap from that 
which it had formerly worn. ead of that aw - 
ful veneration which her preſence uſed to inſpire, 
that chaſtity of ſentiment and delicacy of expreſ- 
fion, he now ,gazed upon her with the eyes of a 
libertine, he glowed with the impatience of defire, 
talked in a ſtrain that barely kept within the bounds. 
of decency, and attempted to-ſnatch ſuch favours as 
ſhe, in the tenderneſs of mutual acknowledgment, 
had once vouchſafed to beſtow. 
Grieved and offended as ſhe was, at this pal- 
alteration in his carriage, ſhe. diſdained to 
remind. him of his former , deportment, and with 
diſſembled good humour, rallied him on the pro- 
greſs he had made in gallantry and addreſs: but, 
far from ſubmitting to the liberties he would have 
taken, ſhe kept her perſon ſacred from his touch, 
and would not even ſuffer him to raviſh a kiſs of 
her fair hand: ſo that he reaped no other aduantage 
from the exereiſe of his talents, during this inter- 
view, which laſted a whole hour, than that of 


3 he had over- rated his own ds” 
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and that Emily's heart was not a gariſon likely to 
ſurrender at diſcretion, 

At length, his addreſſes were interrupted by the 
arrival of the mother, who had gone abroad to vi- 
fit by herſelf ; and the converſation. becoming more 

general, he underſtood, that Godfrey was at Lon- 
— ſoliciting for a lieutenancy that had fallen va- 
cant in the regiment to which he belonged ; and 
that Miſs Sophy was at home with her father. - 

Though our Marat) had not metwith all the 
ſucceſs he expected in his firſt viſit, he did not de- 
ſpair of, reducing; the fortreſs, believing that in 
time there would be a mutiny in his favour ; and 
accordingly, carried on the ſiege for ſeveral days, 
without profiting by his perſeverance ;. till at length, 
having attended the ladies to their own houſe in 
the country, be began: to look upon this adven- 
ture as time miſpent, and reſblved to diſcontinue 
his attack, in hopes of * with a more fa 
vourable oceaſion; being, in the mean time, am- 
bitious of diſplaying, in an "bi igher ſphere, / thoſe | 
qualifications which bis vanity Sold him, were at 
preſent miſapplied. 


C HA p. LXXIII. 

He attends his uncle with great affettion, during a 
fit of illneſt. Sets out again ; meets 
with his friend Godfrey, who it | prevailed up 
to ace vim to Bath; on the rad 1% 
Place, t chance to dine with a perſon, 'who en- 
tertains them with a curious account of -a certain 

company of adventurers. 


HUS determined, he took leave of Emilia and 
her mother, on pretence of going to Lon- 
don upon ſome urgent buſineſs, and returned to 


the gariſon, leaving nme 
con 
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concerned, and the daughter incenſed at his be- 
haviour, which was the more unexpected, becauſe 
Godfrey had told them, that the commodore ap- 
proved of his nephew's paſſion. ; 

Our adventurer found his uncle ſo ill of the 
gout, which, for the fiſt time had taken poſſeſſion 
of his ſtomach, that his life was in imminent 
danger, and the whole family in diforder : he 
therefore took the reins of government in his own 
hands, ſent for all the phyſicians in the neighbour- 
hood, and attended him in perſon with the moſt 
affectionate care, during the whole fit, which 
laſted a fortnight, and then retired before the 
ſtrength of his conſtitution, 

When the old gentleman recovered his health, 
he was ſo penetrated with Peregrine's behaviour, 
that he actually would have made over to him his 
whole fortune, and depended upon him for his 
own ſubſiſtence, had not our youth oppoſed the 
Execution of the deed with all his influence and 
might, and even perſuaded him to make a will, 
in which his friend Hatchway, and all his other 
adherents, were liberally remembered, and his aunt 
provided for, on her own terms. This material 
point being ſettled, he, with his uncle's permiſſion, 
departed for London, after having ſeen the family- 
affairs eſtabliſhed under the direction and admini- 
tration of Mr. Jolter and the lieutenant : for, by 
this time, Mrs. Trunnion was wholly occupied 
with her ſpiritual concerns. 

On his firſt arrival at London, he ſent a card to 
the lodgings of Gauntlet, in conſequence of a 
direction from his mother; and that young gentle- 
man waited on him next morning, though” not 
with that alacrity of countenance and warmth of 
friendſhip, which might have been expected from 
the intimacy of their former connexion, Nor was 
Peregrine himſelf actuated by the ſame unreſerved 
affection 


familiarity ; he aſked pardon for his unmanner 
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affection for the ſoldier, which he had formerly 
entertained. Godfrey, over and above the offener 
he had taken at Pickle's omiſſion, in point of cor- 
reſponding with him, had been informed, by a 
letter from his mother, of the youth's cavalier be- 
haviour to Emilia, during bis laft reſidence at 
Wincheſter ; and our young gentleman (as we have 
already obſerved) was diſguſted at the ſuppoſed diſ- 
covery which the ſoldier had made, in bis abſence, 
to the commodore. They perceived their mutual 
umbrage at meeting, and received each other with 
that civility of reſerve, which commonly happens 
between two perſons, when their friendſhip is in 
the wane, | dene 

Gauntlet at once divined the cauſe of the other's 
diſpleaſure 3 and, in order to vindicate his own 
character, aftef the firſt compliments were paſſed, 
took the opportunity of inquiring after the health 
of the commodore, to tell Peregrine, that while 
he tarried at the gariſon, in his return from Dover, 
the ſubject of the converſation, one night, hap» 
pening to turn on our hero's paſſion, the old gentle- 
man had expreſſed his concern about that affair; 
and, among other obſervations, ſaid, he ſuppoſed 
the object of his love was ſome paltry huſſy, whom 
he had picked up when he was a boy at ſchool. 
Upon which, Mr. Hatchway affured him, that 
ſhe was a young woman of as good a family as any 
in the county; and after having prepoſſeſſed him in 
her favour, ventured (out of the zeal of his 
friendſhip) to tell who the was: wherefore, the 
diſcovery was not to be imputed to any other cauſe : 
and he hoped Mr. Pickle would acquit him of all 
ſhare in the tranſaction. ne 

Peregrine was very well pleaſed to be thus un- 
deceived; his countenance immediately cleared up, 
the formality of his behaviour relaxed into his uſual 


neg] 
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neglect of Godfrey's letter, which, he proteſted, 
was not owing to any diſregard, or abatement of 
friendſhip, but to a hurry of youthful engagements, 
in conſequence of which, he had procraſtinated his 
anſwer from time to time, until he was ready to 
return in perſon. | 
The young ſoldier was contented with this apo- | 
logy ; and as Pickle's intention, with reſpect to his 
ſiſter, was ſtill dubious and undeclared, he did not 
think it was incumbent upan him, as yet, to ex- 
preſs any reſentment on that ſcore ; but was wiſe 
enough to - foreſee, that the renewal of his inti- 
macy with our young gentleman, might be the 
means of reviving that flame which had been diſ- 
ſipated by a variety of new ideas. With - thoſe 
ſentiments he laid aſide all reſerve, and their com- 
munication immediately reſumed itsformer channel. 
Peregrine made him acquainted with. all the adven- 
tures in which he had been engaged ſince their 
parting ; and he, with the ſame confidence, re- 
lated the remarkable incidents of his own fate ; 
among other things, giving him to underſtand, that 
upon obtaining a commiſſion in the army, the fa- 
ther of his dear Sophy, without once inquiring 
about the occafion of his promotion, had not only 
favoured him with his countenance in a much 
greater degree than heretofore, but alſo contributed 
his intereſt, and even promiſed the aſſiſtance of his 
purſe, in procuring for him a lieutenancy, which 
he was then foliciting with all his power; whereas, 
if he had not been enabled, by a moſt accidental 
piece of good fortune, to | lift | himſelf into the 
ſphere of an officer, he had all the reaſon in the 
world to believe, that this gentleman, and all the 
-reft of his wealthy relations, would have ſuffered 


him to: languiſh in obſcurity and diſtreſs; and, by 
turning his misfortune into reproach, made it a 

plea for their on want of generoſity and friendſhip. 
2 Peregrins 
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| Peregrine, underſtanding this ſituation of his 
friend's affairs, would have accommodated him, 
upon the inſtant, with a ſum to accelerate the paſ- 


ſage of his commiſſion through the offices,; bur + 


being too well acquainted with his ſcrupulous dif-- - 
poſition, to manifeſt his benevolefice in that manner, 
he found means to introduce himſelf to one of the 
gentlemen of the war- office, who was ſo well ſa- 
tisfied with the arguments he uſed in behalf of his 
friend, 2 — 32 
very few thou himſelf knew nothing 
of his intereſts being thus reinforced. | 

By this time, the ſeaſon at Bath was begun 3 
and our hero, panting with the deſire of di 
ing himſelf my that — = — 
communicated his going 
friend Godfrey, whom be importuned 0 8 
pany. him in the excurſion: — leave of "ablence- 
from his regiment being obtained, by the influence 
of 's new quality - friends, the two com- 
panions departed from London in a poſt- chaiſe, at- 
tended, as uſual, by the valet de chambre and 
Pipes, who were become almoſt as neceſſary to our 
adventurer as any two of his own 


. 
4 
* 2 
* 


At the inn, when they alighted for dinner, 


Godfrey perceived a perſon walking by himſelf in 
the yard, with a very penfive air, and upon ob- 
ſerving him more narrowly, recognized him to be 

a profeſſed gameſter, whom he had formerly known 
at Tunbridge. On the ſtrength of this acquain - 
tance, he accoſted the peripatetic, who knew him 
immediately; and, in the fulneſs of his grief and 
vexation, told him, that he was now on his return 
from Bath, where he had been ſtripp'd by a com- 
pany of ſharpers, who reſented that he ſhould pro- 
ſume to trade upon his on bottom. 


Peregrine, who was extremely curious in his in- 


dine, imagining that he might learn ſome enter- 
taining 
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ol all the political | 
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mon the ,profits.aceru- 
hduſtry and ſkill, aa ring 


- the- greateſt ſhare+for-the benefit of 
nn was chargeable with theih 
| Htting out individuals. i their various 5 
well as with the loſs ſuſtained in the cou o 


he: Gmhnon 
enn 
; e of 


alk. exert their talents in making love ladies 
Ton ine, being accommodated with M and 
accoutrements for that purpoſe, after having gien 


ors, on the day. of marriage, for cegtain ſums, 
proportioned to the dowries they are/to receive. 
Others, verſed in the doctrine of chances, and 
certaig ſecret expedients, frequent all thoſe places 
where games of hazard are allowed; and ſuch as 
are \ maſters in the arts of billiards, tennis and 
bowls, are continually lying in wait, in all the 
ſcenes of theſe diverſions, for the ignorant and un- 
wary. A fourth claſs attend horſe-races,- being 
{killed in thoſe myſterious practices, by which the 
knowing-ones are taken in. Nor is this commu- 
nity unfurniſhed with thoſe who lay wanton wives 
and old rich widows under contribon, and ex- 
tort: money, by proſtituting themſelves to the em- 
braces of their own ſex, and then threatening their 
admirers: with - proſecution. But. their moſt im- 
portant returns are made by that body of their un- 
deftakers, who exerciſe their underſtandings in the 
innumerable ſtratagems of the card-table, at, which 
' 1 | no 


. © adventures, | Some, whoſe perſons and=gualifica- 
_  _ tions are by the company judged adequaſ the 


' 
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their bonds payable to one or other of the direQt- 
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no ſharper can be too infamous to be received, 
and, and even carreſſed by perſons of the higheſt 
rank and diſtinction. Among other articles of in- 
telligence, our young gentleman learn'd,, that thoſe 

gents, by whom their gueſt was broke, and ex- 
lled from Bath, had conſtituted a Bank againſt all 
ſporters, and monopglized the advantage in all forts 
of play. He then told Gauntlety that if he would 
put himſelf under his direction, he would return 
with them, and lay ſuch a ſcheme, as would in- 
fallibly ruin the whole ſociety at billiards, as he 
knew that Godfrey excelled them all in his knows: 
ledge of that game. e Nd bs 
The ſoldier excuſed himſelf from engaging in 
any party of that kind; and after dinner the tra- 
vellers parted; but, as the converſation between 
the two friends turned upon the information the 
had received, Peregrine projected a plan for pu- 
niſhing thoſe villanous peſts of ſociety, who prey 
upon their fellow creatures; and it was put in ex- 
ecution by Gauntlet, in this manner, 2 


| C HAP. LXXIV:> 1.53 
Godfrey executes a ſcheme at Bath, by whith 4 


N the evening after their arrival at Bath, 
Godfrey, who had kept himſelf up all day 

for that purpoſe, went in boots to the ' billiard 
table; and two gentlemen being at play, began 
to bet with fo little appearance of judgment, that 
one of the adventurers then preſent was inflamed 
with the deſire of profiting by his inexperience z- 
and when the table was vacant, invited him to 
take a game for amuſemenit. The: ſoldier, aſ- 
ſuming the air of a ſelf-conceited dupe, anſwer - 
ed, that he did not chooſe to throw away his: 
time for nothing, but, if he pleaſed, would pid- 8 

| dle 
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dle for a crown a game. This declaration was 


Very agreea Ty 
further confirmed in the opinion he had conceiy- 
ed of the ſtranger, before he would play for 
any thing of conſequence, The partie being ac- 


cepted, Gauntlet put off his coat, and beginning 


with ſeeming eagerneſs, won the firſt game, be- 
cauſe his antagoniſt kept up his play, with a view 
of encouraging him to wager a greater ſum. The 
ſoldier purpoſely bit at the hook; the ſtakes were 
doubled, and he was again victorious, by the per- 
miſſion of his competitor, He now began to yawn ; 
and obſerving, that it was not worth his while 
to proceed in ſuch a childiſh manner, the other 
ſwore, in an affected paſſion, that he would play 
with him for twenty guineas. The propoſal bei 
embraced (throꝰ the connivance of Godfrey) the 
money was won by the ſharper, who | exerted his 


ity to the uttermoſt, fearing that otherwiſe his 


adverſary would decline continuing the game. 

GSOSocdfrey thus conquered, pretended to loſe his 
temper, curs'd his own ill luck, ſwore that the 
table had a caſt, and that the balls did not run true, 


changed his maſt, and with great warmth chal- 


lenged his enemy to double the ſum. The game- 
ſter, with feigned reluctance, complied with his 
defire, and having got the firſt two hazzards, of- 


fered to lay one hundred guineas to fifty on the 


game. The odds were taken; and Godfrey ha- 
ving allowed himſelf to be overcome, began to 
rage with great violence, broke. the maſt to 
pieces, threw the balls out at the window, and, 


in the fury of his indignation, defied his antago- 
niit to meet him to morrow when he ſhould: be re- 
freſhed from the fatigue of travelling. This was a 


very welcome invitation to the gameſter, who ima- 
gining that the ſoldier would — 


ble to the other, who wanted to be 


being 
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cial prize, aſſured him, that he would not fail to = 
there next forenoon, in order to give him his — 
Gauntlet went home to his lodgings, fully cer 
tified of his own ſuperiority; and took his mea- 
ſures with Peregrine,” touching the proſecution 
of their ſcheme 3; while his opponent made a re- 
port of his ſucceſs to the brethren of the gang, 
who reſolved to be preſent at the deciſion of the 
match, with the view of taking advantage of the 
ſtranger's paſſionate diſpoſitioun. 
Affairs being thus concerted on both ſides, the 
players met, according to appointment, and the 
room was immediately filled with ſpectators, who 
either came thither by accident, curioſity, or de- 
ſign. The match was fixed for 'one hundred 
pounds a game, the principals choſe their inſtru- 
— and laid aſide their coats, and one of the 
knights of the order proffered to lay another hun- 
dred on the head of his aſſociate. Godfrey took 
him up on the inſtant. A fecond worthy of the 
ſame claſs ſeeing him ſo eager, challenged him to 
treble the ſum ; and his propoſal met with the 
ſame reception, to the aſtoniſhment of the com- 
pany, whoſe expectation was raiſed to a very in- 


tereſting pitch. The game was begun, and the ſol- 
dier having loſt the firſt hazard, the odds were of- 


fered by the confederacy, with great vociferation z 
but no body would run ſuch a rifk, in favour of a 
perſon who was utterly unknown. The ſharper 
having gained the ſecond alſo, the noiſe increaſed 
to a ſurpriſing clamour, not only of the gang, but 
likewiſe of almoſt all the ſpectators, who deſired 

to lay two to one againſt the brother of Emilia. 


Peregrine who was preſent, perceiving the cu- 


pidity of the aſſociation ſufficiently inflamed, all 
of a ſudden opened his mouth, and anſwered their 
bets, to the amount of twelve hundred pounds; 


Which were immediately ORE on both lides; 
Vor. II. in 
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in money and notes: ſo that this was (perhaps) the 
molt important game that ever was plaid at bil- 


liards. Gauntlet ſeeing the agreement ſettled, 
ſtruck his antagoniſt's into the pocket, in 
a twinkling, tho' it was in one of thoſe ſituations 
which are ſuppoſed to be againſt the ſtriker. The 
betters were a little diſcompoſed at this event, for 
which, however, they conſoled themſelves, by 
imputing the ſucceſs to accident; but when, at the 
very next ſtroke, he ſprung it over the table, their 
countenances underwent an inſtantaneous diſtraction 
of feature, and they waited, in the moſt dreadful 
ſuſpence, for the next hazard, which being like- 
wiſe taken, with infinite eaſe, by the ſoldier, the 
blood forſook their cheeks, and the interjection 
Zounds / pronounced with a look of conſternation, 
and in a tone of deſpair, proceeded from every 
mouth, at the fame inſtant of time. They were 
overwhelmed with: horror and aſtoniſhment at ſeeing 
three hazards taken in as many ſtrokes, from a 
perſon of their friend's dexterity ; and ſhrewdly 
ſuſpected, that the whole was a ſcheme: precon- 
certed for their deſtruction: on this ſuppoſition 
they changed the note, and attempted to effect their 
own indemnification, by propoſing to lay the odds 
in favour of Gauntlet ; but ſo much was the-opinion 
of the company altered by that young gentleman's 
fuccels, that no body would venture to eſpouſe the 
cauſe 'of his competitor, who chancing to improve 
his game by the addition of another lucky hit, di- 
miniſhed the concern, and ievived the hopes of his 
-agherents. But this gleam of fortune did not 
long continue: Godfrey collected his whole art and 
Capacity, and augmenting his ſcore to number ten, 
edulged bimſelf with a view of the whole frater- 
nity. The viſages of theſe proſeſſors had adopted 
different ſhades of complexion, at every hazard he 
Rad taken 3 from their natural colour 3 
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fhiſted into a fallow hue'; from thence into pale 3 
from pale into yellow, which degenerated into a 
tint ;- and nou they ſaw ſeventeen hun- 
dred pounds of their depending upon a ſingle 
ſtroke, they ſtood like ſo many ſwarthy Moors, 
jaundiced with terror and vexation. 
which naturally glowed in the cheeks and noſe of 
the player, ſeemed utterly extinct, and his car- 
buncles exhibited a livid appearance, as if a gan- 
grene had already made ſome progreſs in his face 3 
his hand began to ſhake, and his whole frame was 
ſeized with ſuch trepidation, that: he was fain to 
ſwallow a bumper of | brandy, in order to re-eſtab- 
liſh the tranquillity of his nerves; This expedient, 
however, did not produce the deſired effect; for 
he aimed the ball at the lead with ſuch diſcompo- 
ſure, that it ſtruck on the wrong fide, and cams 
off at an angle which directed it full in the middle 
hole. This fatal accident was attended with an 
univerſal groan, as if the whole univerſe had gono 
to wreck: and not withſtanding that tranquillity for 
which adventurers are ſo remarkable; this loſs made 
ſuch an ĩmpreſſion upon them all, that each, in 
particular, manifeſted his chagrin, by the —— 
violent emotions. One turned up bis eyes to hea- 
ven, and bit bis nether lip; another gnawed his 
fingers, while he ſtalked acroſs the room; a third 
blaſphemed with horrible-imprecations;-and he who 
played the partie, fneaked off, grinding his teeth 
together, with a look that baffles all deſcription, 
and as he croſſed the threſhold, entlud. 77 A 
damn'd bite, by G- d!“ 

Ihe victors, "this having inſulted them, by. at- 
ing if they were diſpoſed for another chance, car- 
ried off their winning, with the appearance of great 
compoſure, though in their hearts they were tranſ- 
ported with unſpeakable joy; not ſo much on ac» 
count of the booty 1 gained, as in conſide- 


ration 
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ration of having ſo — Ar a _ 


of pernicious miſcreants. | 
Peregrine believing, that now. he had found an 


opportunity of ſerving his friend, without giving 
offence to the delicacy of his hociour, told him, 
upon their arrival at their lodgings, that fortune 
had at length enabled him to become in a manner 
independent, or at leaft to make himſelf eaſy in his 
-circumſtances, by purchaſing a company with the 
money he had won. So ſaying, he put his ſhare of 
the ſucceſs in Gauntlet's hand, as a ſum that of 
tight belonged to him, and promiſed to write in 
his behalf to a nobleman, who had intereſt enough 
to promote ſuch a quick riſe in the ſervice. e. 
' Godfrey thanked him for his obliging intention, 
but abſolutely refuſed, with great loftineſs of de- 
meanour, to appropriate to his own uſe any part of 
the money which Pickle had gained, and ſeemed 
affronted at the other's entertaining a ſentiment fo 
- unworthy of his character. He would not even 
accept, in the way of loan, ſuch an addition to 
his own ſtock, as would amount to the price of a 
company of foot; but expreſſed great confidence 
in the future exertion of that talent which had 
been bleſſed with ſuch a proſperous beginning. Our 
hero finding him thus obſtinately deaf to the voice 
of his own intereſt, reſolved to govern himſelf in 
his next endeavours of f iendſhip, by his experience 
of this tickliſh punctilio; and in the mean time, 
gave a handſome benefaction to the hoſpital, out of 
theſe fitſt fruits of his ſucceſs in play, and reſerved 
two hundred pounds for a ſet of diamond ear-rings 
and ſolitaire, which he ene on . preſent t to 
Miſs Emily. | vols i gat 
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CH AP. LXXV. 
The two friends eclipſe all their competitors in gal- 
lantry, and practiſe a leaſant projet? of revenge 
upon the phyſicians of the place. 24 


HE fame of their exploit againſt the ſharpers, 

was immediately diffuſed through all compa- 
nies at the Bath ; ſo that when our adventurers ap- 
peared in public, they were pointed out by an hun- 
dred extended fingers, and conſidered as eonſum-' 
mate artiſts in all the different ſpecies of fineſſe, 
which they would not fail to praQtiſe with the firſt 
opportunity. Nor was this opinion of their cha- 
racters any obſtacle to their reception into the fa- 
ſhionable parties in the place; but, on the contrary, 
fuch a recommendation, which: (as I have already 
hinted) never fails to operate for the advantage of 
the poſſeſſor. ene 


— 


This firſt adventure, therefore, ſerved them as 
an introduction to the company at Bath, who were 
not a little furprized to find their expectations baffled 
by the conduct of the two companions; becauſe, 
far from engaging deeply at play, they rather ſhun- 
ned all occaſions of gaming, and directed their at- 
tention to gallantry, in which our hero ſhone un- 
rivalled. His external qualifications, excluſive of 
any other merit, were ſtrong enough to captivate 
the common run of the female ſex; and theſe, re- 
inforced with a ſprightlineſs of converſation, and a 
moſt inſinuating addreſs, became irrefiſtible, even 
by thoſe who were fortified with pride, caution or 
| indifference. But, among all the nymphs of this 
gay place, he did not meet with one object that diſ- 
puted the empire of his heart with Emilia; and 
therefore he divided his attachment according to the 
fuggeſtions of vanity and whim; ſo that, before he 
bad reſided a fortnight 2 an Bath, he had ſet alł 

3 the 
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the ladies by the ears, and furniſhed all. the hu. 
dred tongues of ſcandal witch full employment. 
The ſplendor of his appearance excited the en- 
quiries of envy, which, inſtead of diſcovering any 
circumſtance to his prejudiee;- was curſed. with the 
information of his being a young gentleman of a 
good family, and heir to an immenſe fortune. 
The countenance of ſome of his quality- friends, 
who arrived at Bath, confirmed this piece of in- 


telligence : upon which, his acquaintance was 


courted and cultivated with great aſſiduity ; and he 
met with ſuch advances from ſome of the fair ſex 
as rendered him extremely fortunate in his amours. 


Nor was his friend Godfrey a ftranger to favours 


of the ſame kind; his accompliſhments were ex- 


actly calculated for the meridian of female taſte ; 


and with certain individuals of that ſex, his muſ- 
cular frame, and the robuſt connection of his 
limbs, were more attractive than the delicate pro- 
partions of his Companion. He accordingly reign- 
od paramount among thoſe inamorata's who were 
turned of thirty, without being under the neceſſity 
of proceeding by tedious addrefles ; and was thought 
to have co-operated with the waters, in removing 
the ſterility of certain ladies, who had long wunder- 
gone the reproach and diſguſt of their buſbands : 
while Peregrine fet up his throne among thoſe who 
laboured under the diſeaſe of celibacy, from the 
pert miſs of. fifteen, who, with a fluttering heart, 
toſſes her head, bridles up, and giggles involunta- 
rily at ſight of an handſome young man, to the 
ſtaid-maiden of twenty eight, who with a demure 
aſpect moralizes on the vanity of beauty, the folly 
of youth and ſimplicity of woman, and expatiates 
on friendſhip, benevolence and good ſenſe, in the 
ſtile of a platonic philoſopher. 8 
In fuch a diverſity of diſpoſitions, his conqu 

were attended with all the heart-burnings, animoſi- 

E dles 
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ties and turmoils of jealouſy and ſpite. - The 
younger claſs took all opportunities of mortifying 
their ſeniors in public, by treating them with that 
indignity which (contrary to the general privilege 
of age) is by the conſent and connivance of man- 
kind, levelled againſt thoſe who have the misfor- 
tune to come under the denomination of old 
maids ; and theſe laſt retorted their hoſtilities in 
the private machinations of ſlander, ſupported by: 
experience and ſubtilty of invention. Not one day: 
paſſed, in which ſome new ſtory did not circylate, 
to the prejudice of one or other of thoſe rivals. 

If our hero, in the long-room, chanced to quit 
one of the moraliſts, with whom he had been en- 
gaged in*converſation, he was immediately accoſted 
by a number of the oppoſite faction, who, with: 
ironical ſmiles, upbraided him with cruelty to the 
poor lady he had left, exhorted him to have com- 
paſſion on het ſufferings, and turning their eyes ta- 
wards the object gf their interceſſion, broke forth. 
into an univerſal peal of laughter, On the other 
hand, when Peregrine, in conſequence of having) 
danced with one of the minors over-night, viſited 
her in the morning, the Platoniſts immediately laid 
hold on the occaſton, taſked their imaginations, 
aſſociated ideas, and in fage inſinuations retailed 4 
thouſand circumſtances of the interview, which. 
never had any foundation in truth. They obſerved, 
that if girls are determined to behave with ſuck 
indiſcretion, they muſt lay their accounts with in- 
curring the cenſure of the world ; that ſhe in 
queſtion, was old enough to act more circumſpectly a 
and wondered that her mother would permit any: . 
young fellow to approach the chamber, while her 
daughter was in naked bed. As for the ſervant's 
peeping through the key-hole, to be ſure it was am 
unlucky accident; but people ought to be 1 their 
guard againſt ſuch curiality, and give theit do- 
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meſlics no cauſe to employ their penetration. 
"Theſe, and other ſuch refletions, were occaſion- 
ally ' whiſpered as ſecrets among thoſe who were 
known to be communicative; ſo that, in a few 
hours, it became the general topic of diſcourſe; 
and as it had been divulged under injunctions of 
ſecrecy, it was almoſt impoſſible to trace the ſcan- 
dal to its origin; becauſe every perſon concerned, 
muſt have promulgated her own breach of truſt, 
in diſcovering her author of the report. 
Peregrine, inſtead of allaying, rather exaſperated 
this contention, by an artful diſtribution of his atten- 
tion among the competitors; well knowing, that 
ſhould: his regard be converged into one point, he 
would ſoon forfeit the pleaſure he enjoyed, in ſeeing. 
themat variance ; for both parties would join againſt 
tie common enemy, and his favourite would be per- 
ſecuted by the whole coalition. He perceived, that 
among the ſecret agents of ſcandal, none were ſo 
| buſy as the phyſicians, a clafs of gnimals who live 
4 in this place, like ſo many eee about a 
| carcaſe, and even ply for employment, like ſcullers 
at Hungerford-ftairs. The greateſt part of them 
have correſpondents in London, who make it their 
buſineſs to inquire into the hiſtory, character, and 
diſtemper of every one that repairs to Bath, for 
 _ the benefit of the waters; and if they cannot pro- 
dure intereſt to recommend their medical friends to 
ttheſe patients, before they ſet out, they at leaſt fur- - 
niſh them with a previous account of what the 
could collect, that their correſpondents may uſe 
this intelligence for their own advantage. By theſe 
means, and the aſſiſtance of flattery and aſſurance, 
often inſinuate themſelves into the acquaint- 
ance of ſtrangers, and by conſulting their diſpoſi- 
tions, become neceſſary and ſubſervient to their 
prevailing paſſions. By their connexion with apo · 
thecaries and nurſes, they are informed of all the 
25 5 1 prwate 
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private occurrences in each family; and therefore, 
enabled to gratify the rancour of malice, amuſe the 
ſpleen of peeviſh indiſpoſition, and entertain che 
eagerneſs of impertinent curioſity. -. 

In the courſe of theſe occupations, which 4 
quently affected the reputation of our two adven- 
turers, this whole body fell under the diſpleaſure 
of our hero, who, after divers conſultations with 
his friend, concerted a ſtratagem, which was prac- 
tiſed upon the, faculty in this manner. Among 
thoſe who frequented the pump- room, was an old 
officer, whoſe temper, naturally impatient, was, 
by attacks of the gout, which had almoſt: 
deprived him of the uſe. of his limbs, ſublimated- 
into a remarkable d of virulence and per- 
verſeneſs: he imputed the inveteracy of his di- 
{temper to the male practice of a ſurgeon who had 
adminiſtered to him, while he laboured under the 
eonſequences of an unſortunate amour; and this 
ſuppoſition had inſpired him with an inſurmount- 
able antipathy to all the profeſſors of the medical 
art, which was more and more confirmed by the 
information of a friend at London, who had: told 
him, that it was a common practice among the 
phyſicians at Bath, to diſſnade their patients from. 
drinking the water, that the cure, and of conſe- 
quence their attendance, might be the longer pro-- 
tracted, 

Thus prepoſſeſſed, he had come to Bath, and, 
conformable to a few general inſtructions he had re- 
ceived, uſed; the waters without-any farther direc- 
tion, taking all oecaſions of manifeſting his hatred. 
and contempt of the ſons of Æſculapius, both by 
ſpeech and geſticulations, and even by purſuing a 
regimen quite contrary to that which he knew they 
preioribed to others, who ſeemed to be exactly in 
his condition. But he did not find his account in 
tis Rs how ſucceſsful ſoever it may have, 

15 been 
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been in other cafes. His complaints, inſtead of va- 
niſhing, were every day more and more enraged ; 
and at length he was confined to his bed, where 
he lay blaſpheming from morn to night, and from 
nipht to morn, though ſtill more determined than 
ever to adhere to his former maxims. 
In the midſt of his torture, which was become 
the common joke of the town, being circulated. 
through the induſtry of the phyſicians, who tri- 
umphed in his diſaſter; Peregrine, by means of Mr. 
Pipes, employed a country-fellow, who had come 
to market, to run with great chaſte, early one 
morning, to the lodgings of all the doctors in 
town, and defire them to attend the colonel with 
all imaginable difpatch. In of this 
ſummons, the whole faculty put themſelves in mo- 
tion; and three of the foremoſt arriving at the 
fame inſtant of time, far from complimenting one 
another with the door, each ſeparately eſſayed to 
enter, and the whole triumvirate ſtuck in the paſ- 
While they remained thus wedged together, 
they deſcried two of their brethren poſting towards 
the ſame goal, with all the ſpeed that God had en- 
bled them to exert ; upon which they came to a 
parley, and agreed to ſtand by one another. This 
covenant being made, they diſentangled themſelves, 
and inquiring about the patient, were told by the 
ſervant, that he had juſt fallen aſlee r 
Having received this Arg took poſ- 
feſfon of his anti-chamber, and ſhut the door, 
while the reſt of the tribe poſted themſelves on the 
outfide, as they arrived; fo that the whole paſſage 
was filled, from the top of the ſtair-cafe to the 
ſtreet-door; and the people of the houſe, together 
with the colonel's ſervant, ſtruck dumb with aſto- 
niſhment. The three leaders of this learned pang! 
had no fooner made their lodgment good, than! 
they begih to conſult about the patients 3 2 
127. 8 4 ST, wi 
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which every one of them. pretended to have con- 
ſidered with great care and aſſiduity. The firſt who 
gave his opinion, ſaid, the diſtemper was an obſtinate 
rthritis; the ſecond aflurmes, that it was no other 
than a confirmed pox ; and the third ſwore it was 
an inveterate | 6 This e of opinions 
was ſupported by a 3 of quotations from mes 
dical authors, ancient as well as modern: but theſe: 
were not of ſufficient authority, or at leaſt not ex- 
plicit enough to decide the diſpute ; for there are: 
many ſchiſms in medicine, as well as in religi gion, 
and each ſect can the fathers, in ſupport 
the tenets they pro In ſhort, the contention 
roſe to ſuch a pitch of clamour, as not only alarmed 
their brethren on the ſtair, but alſo waked the pa- 
tient from the firſt nap he had enjoyed in the be are | 
of ten whole days. Had it been ſimply wakin * 
he would have been obliged to them for the noi 
that diſturbed him; for, in that caſe, he wouls 
have been relieved from the tortures of hell- 
fire, to which, in his dream, he fancied himſelf 
expoſed : but this dreadful viſion had been the 
reſult of that impreflion which was made upon his 
brain, by the intolerable anguiſh of his joints; Is 
that, when he awaked, the pain, i of being 
allayed, was rather aggravated by a greater acuts- 
neſs of ſenſation, and the confuſed veciteration in 
the next room, invading his ears at che fame ppg 
he began to think his dream was realized; 
the pangs of deſpair, applied himſelf to a benen * 
ſtood by his bed-ſide, which he rung with 1 
violence and perſeverance.. | A 
This alarm put an immediate ſtop to the difputas. 
tion of the three doctors, who, upon this notice k 
his being awake, ruſhed into his chamber without 
ceremony z and each ſeizing an arm, the third mad 


the like application to one of his temples. Before 1 


the een nnn 
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ment which had laid hold on him, at this unex- 
pected irruption, the room was filled by the reſt of 


the faculty, who followed the ſervant that entered, 
in obedience to his maſter's call; and the bed was, 


in a moment, ſurrounded by theſe gaunt miniſters 


of death. The colonel, ſeeing himfelf beſet with 
ſuch an aſſemblage of ſolemn viſages and figures, 
which he had always conſidered with the utmoſt 
deteſtation and abhorrence, was incenſed to a moſt 
inexpreſſible degree of indignation ; and fo inſpi- 
rited by his rage, that though his tongue denied its 
office, his other limbs performed their function; 
he diſengaged himſelf from the triumvi:ate, who 
had taken poſſeſſion of his body, ſprung out of bed 
with incredible agility, and ſeizing one of his crutches, 
applied it ſo effectually to one of the three, juſt as 
he ſtooped to examine the patient's water, that his 
tye-periwig dropped into the pot, while he himſelf 


fell motionleſs on the floor. 


This ſignificant explanation diſconcerted the 
whole fraternity ; every man turned his face, as if 
it were by inſtinct, towards the door; and the re- 
treat of the community being obſtructed by the ef- 
forts of individuals, confuſion and tumultuous up- 
roar enſued: for the colonel, far from limiting his 
proweſs to the firſt exploit, handled his weapon with 
aſtoniſhing vigour and dexterity, without reſpect of 
rſons ; ſo that few or none of them had eſcaped. 
without marks of his diſpleaſure, when his ſpirits 
failed, and he ſunk down again, quite exhauſted, 
on his bed. Favoured by this reſpite, the diſcom-, 
fited faculty collected their hats and wigs, which had 


fallen off in the fray ; and perceiving the aſſailagt 


too much enfeebled to renew the attack, ſet up thei” 
throats together, and loudly threatened to proſecute 
him ſeverely for ſuch an outrageous aſſault. 
By this time, the landlord Fad interpoſed ; and 
inquiring into the cauſe of the diſturbance, was in- 
3 | formed 
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formed of what had happened by the complainants, 
 whozattheſametime, giving him to underſtand, that 
they had been ſeverally ſummoned to attend the colo- 
nel that morning, he aſſured them, that they had been 
impoſed upon by ſome wag; for his lodger had never. 
dream'd of conſulting any one of their profeſſion. 

Thunderſtruck at this declaration, the general 
clamour inſtantaneouſly ceaſed; and each, in par- 
ticular, at once comprehending the nature of the 
joke, they ſneaked ſilently off with the loſs they had- 
ſuſtained, in unutterable ſhame and mortification; 
while Peregrine and his friend, who took care to 
be paſſing that way by accident, made a full ſtoꝑ at 
ſight of ſuch an extraordinary efflux, and enjoyed 
the countenance and condition of every one as he 
appeared: nay, even made up to ſome of thoſe 
who ſeemed moſt affected with their ſituation, and 
miſchievouſly tormented them with queſtions touch; 
ing this unuſual congregation; then, in conſequence 
of the information they received ſrom the landlord 
and the colonel's valet, ſubjected the ſufferers to 
the ridicule of all the company in town. As it 
would have been impoſſible for the authors of this 
farce to keep themſelves concealed from the inde- 
fatigable inquiries of the phyſicians, they made no, 
ſecret of their having directed the whole: though 
they took care to own it in ſuch an ambiguous. 
manner, as afforded no handle of proſecution. 


CH AP. LD ; 

They diftreſs the houſekeepers of Bath, by- another 
miſchievous contrivance. Peregrine humbles a noted. 
hector, and meets with a ftrange character at the 


houſe of à certain lady. 


HIS- advetiture was attended with ed 
4 ſmall tour, that involved almoſt all the in- 
habitants of Bath in a very ludicrous ſcene 7 
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ſtreſs.” Our hero, among his other remarks, had 
obſerved, that in this place there was no ſuch uten- 
fil as a jack, and that all the ſpits were turned by 
dogs, which never failed to appear, at the hour of 
employment, with ſurpriſing exactneſs and regula- 
rity : fo that every family depended with great con- 
ſidence upon their known punctuality, without 
taking the trouble to ſecure them before- hand. 
Our companions therefore, by means of their 
s, who employed ſeveral chairmen 
for the purpoſe, apprehended all theſe uſeful ani- 
mals, on Saturday at night, and confined them 
in an -out-houſe, with a view of perplexing the 
zeople with regard to their Sunday's dinner. Nor 
were they diſappointed in their expectations; the 
ſurloins being ſpitted at the . uſual time, the cook- 
maid appeared at every door almoſt at the ſame 
inſtant; and after having earneſtly caſt their eyes 
around, they began to run about the ſtreet, and 
whiftle with great vehemence, ejaculating curſes 
beteeen whiles againſt the innocent curs, that 
were diſabled from obeying the dictates of their 
duty. Frivolous as this circumſtance may ſeem 
to be, it was here conſidered as a family - concern 
of ſome conſequence; for the maids having com- 
municated the affair to their reſpective milireſles, 
every houſe in a twinkling ſent forth its maſter in a 
night-cap, ſlippers, and morning-gown, in order to 
find ſome remedy for this dreadful calamity ; and 
a ſecond concert of whiſtling was performed in vain. 
They even afſembled in committees in the ſtreet, 
to deliberate on this unheard-of defection of the 
dogs; and having cudgelled their brains to no 
,purpoſe, returned to their ſeveral homes, in ma- 
nifeſt terror of loſing a favourite meal. 
Over and above this their diſtraction, which our 
young gentleman in perſon enjoyed, they after - 


. 
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wards underſtood, that the affliction in many 
houſes was increaſed, by the miſcarriage of the 
ſhifts to which they were reduced on this occa- 
fon. One maſter-of a family, through the per- 
verſneſs of his ſervants, was 'obliged to under - 
take the office of turnſpit in propria perſona, 
to the deſtruction of his appetite, and the danger 
of his health; another being driven to the ne- 
ceſſity of cutting the roaſt into ſtakes, fell ſick 
of mortification, and had well nigh loſt his wits 3 
and a third having contrived to ſuſpend the ſur« 
loin before the fire,. in order to be twirled about 
by the hand of an attendant, the pack- thread 
gave way towards the end of the operation, and 
the meat falling down, diſcharged the contents 
of the dripping pan upon his leg, which was 
ſcalded in a miſerable manner: and what added to 
their vexation about one o'clock, when'the diſap- 
pointment was moſt felt, and the misfor- 
tune irretrievable, PE nn the * 
to be diſcharged n every kitchen was ited by 
one of theſe quadrupeds, as if they had come, 2 
purpoſe to infalt the diſtreſs they had occaſioned. 
Theſe, and a variety of other , praQtiſed 
upon the objects of ridicule, hatred and contempt, 
confirmed and augmented the reputation of our 
adventurers, who had, by this time, rendered them - 
ſeves terrible to all forts of delinquents of both-ſex+ 
es, from the brazen fronted gameſter and female 
libertine, to the ſtale maiden that deals in ſcandal 
and ſtrong waters, and the puny flutterer, who 
ſeems to have reſigned all pretenſions to manhood. 
Among thoſe who never failed to refideat Bath, du- 
ring the ſeaſon, was a certain perſon, wh), from 
the moſt abject miſery, had by his induſtry and art 

at play, amaſſed about fifteen thouſand pounds; 
and though his character was notorious, i 
himſelf fo far into the fayour of what is 3 
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the beſt company, that very few private parties of 
pleaſure took place, in which he was not princi- 
pally concerned. He was of a gigantic ſtature, 
a moſt intrepid countenance; and his diſpoſition, 
naturally over- bearing, had in the courſe | of his 
adventures and ſuceeſs, acquired a moſt intolerable 
degree of inſolenee and vanity. By the ferocity 
of his features, and audacity of his-bghaviour, he 
had obtained a reputation for the molt undaunted- 
courage, which had been confirmed by divers ad- 
ventures, in which he had humbled the moſt aſ- 
fuming heroes of his own fraternity; ſo that he 
naw reigned chief Hector of the place, with un 
queſtioned authority. 

With this ſon of fortune was — one 
evening engaged at play, and ſo ſucceſsful, that 
he could not help informing his friend of bis good 
luck. Godfrey hearing the deſcription of the 
loſer, immediately recognized the perſon, whom 
he had known at Tunbridge; and aſſuring Pickle, 
that he was a ſharper of the firſt water, cautioned 
him againſt any future connexion with ſuch a dan- 
gerous companion, who (he affirmed) had ſuffered. 
him to win a ſmall ſum, that he might be encouraged 
to loſe a much greater, upon ſome other occaſion 

Our young gentleman treaſured. up this ad- 
vice; and though he did not ſeruple to give the 
gameſter an opportunity of retrieving his loſs, 
when he next day demanded his revenge, he 
abſolutely refuſed to proceed, after he had refund- 
ed his winning. The other, who conſidered him 
as a hot- headed unthinking youth, endeavoured to 
inflame his pride to a continuance of the game, by 
treating his ſłxill with ſcorn and contempt; and, among 
other ſarcaſtic expreſſions, adviſing him to go to ſchool 
again, before he pretended to engage with maſters 
of the art. Our hero incenſed at his 


arrogance, re- 
= with great warmth, that he knew himfelf ſufs 
- Hciently 


* 
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ficiently qualified for playing with men of honour, 
who deal upon the ſquare, and hoped he ſhould. al- 
ways deem it infamous, -either to learn or praQtiſe 
the tricks of a profeſſed gameſter. Blood and 
thunder | meaning me, Sir? © (cried this artiſt, 
raiſing his voice, and curling his viſage into a 
moſt intimidating frown.) Zounds! I' cut the 
throat of any ſcoundrel who has the preſumption 
to ſuppoſe, that I don't play as honeurably as 
e er a nobleman in the kingdom: and ] inſiſt up- 
on an explanation from you, Sir; or, by helf 
and brimſtone ! I ſhall expect other fort of ſatiſ- 
faction.“ Peregrine (whoſe blood by this time 
boiled within him) anſwered without heſitation; 
« Far from thinking your demand unreaſonable, I 
will immediately explain myſelf without referve, and 
tell you, that, upon unqueſtionable authority, I be - 
live you to be an impudent raſcal and common cheat.*” 

The Hector was fo amazed and confounded at 
the freedom of this declaration, which he thought 
no man on earth would venture to make in his' 
preſence, that for ſome minutes he could not re- 
collect himſelf ; but, at length, whiſpered a chal-' 
lenge in the ear'of our hero, which was accord- 
ingly accepted. When they arrived next morn- 
ing upon the field, the gameſter arming his coun- 
tenance with all its terrors, advanced with a ſword 
of a monſtrous length, and putting bimſelf in a poſ- 
ture, called aloud in a moſt terrific voice, Draw, 
damn ye, draw; I will this inſtant fend you to your 
fathers,” The youth was not flow in complying 
with his deſire; his weapon was unſheathed in a mo- 
ment, and he began the attack with fuch unexpec-' 
ted ſpirit and addreſs, that his adverſary, having 
made ſhift with great difficulty to parry the fi 
paſs, retreated a few paces, and demanded a par- 
ley, in which he endeavoured to perſuade the young 
man, that to lay a man of bis character unden 
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the neceſſity of chaſtiſing his inſolence, was the 
moſt raſh and inconſiderate ſtep that he could 
poſſibly have taken; but, that he had compaſſion 
upon his youth, and was willing to ſpare him, if 
he would ſurrender his ſword, and promiſe to aſk 
re in public for the offence he had given. 
ickle was ſo much exaſperated at this unparallelled 
effrontery, that, without deigning to make the 
leaſt reply, he flung his own hat in the propoſer's 
face, and renewed the charge with ſuch undaunt- 
ed agility, that the gameſter finding himſelf in 
manifeſt hazard of his life, betook himſelf to his 
heels, and fled homewards with incredible ſpeed, 
being cloſely purſued by Peregrine, who having 
ſheathed his ſword, pelted him with ſtones as he ran, 
and compelled him to go, that ſame day, into baniſh- 
ment from Bath, where he had domineered ſo long. 
By this atchievement, which was the ſubject of. 
aſtoniſhment to all the company, who had looked 
upon the - fugitive as a perſon of heroic courage, 
our adien:urer's reputation was rendered formi- 
dable in all its circumſtances ; although he thereby 
diſobliged a good many people of falhion, who 
had contracted an intimacy of friendſhip with the 
exile, and who reſented his.diſgrace, as if it had 
been the misfortune of a worthy man. Theſe 
generous patrons, however, bore. a very ſmall pro- 
portion to thoſe who were pleaſed with the event 
of the duel ; becauſe, in the courſe of their reſi- 
dence at Bath, they had either been inſulted or d- 
frauded by the challenger. Nor was this inſtance 
of our hero's courage unacceptable to the ladies, 
few of whom could now re{iſt the united force. 
of ſuch accompliſhments. Indeed, neither he nor 
his friend Godfrey would have found much diffi- 
culty in picking up an agreeable companion ſor 
life; but Gauntlet's heart was pre- engaged to Sa» 
phy; and Pickle, excluſive of his attachment 0 
4 Emily, 
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Emily,which was ſtronger than he himſelf ĩmagined, 
poſſeſſed ſuch a ſhare of ambition, as could not be 
ſatisfied with the conquelt of ay female he 
beheld at Bath. A 
_ His, viſits were, therefore, See A 
* other view than that of amuſement; and 
though his pride was flattered by the advances of 
the fair whom ho had captivated, he never har- 
boured one thought of proceeding beyond the li- 
mits of common gallantry, and carefully avoided 
all particular explanations, But, what above all 
other enjoyments yielded him the moſt agreeable 
entertainment, was the ſecret hiſtory. of characters, 
which he learn d from a very extraordinary perſon, 
with whom he became acquainted in this manner. 
Being at the houſe of a certain lady, on a vi- 
Faves ng he was ſtruck with the appearance of 
an old man, who no ſooner entered the room 
than the miſtreſs of the houſe very kindly de- 
ſired one of the wits preſent to roaſt the od put. 
This petit maitre, proud of the employment, 
went up to the ſenior, who had ſomething ex- 
tremely peculiar and ſignificant in his counte- 
nance, and ſaluting him with divers faſhionable 
conges, accoſted him in theſe words: + Your 
— you old raſcal. I hope to have the ho- 
nour of ſeeing you hang'd. on vow to Gad ! you 
look extremely iocking with theſe gummy eyes, 
lanthorn jaws, and toothleſs chaps. What! 
ſquint at the ladies, you old — medlar? Ya, 
yes, we underſtand your ogling ; but you muſt 
content yourſelf with a cook-maid, fink me | I ſee 
you want to fit. Theſe wither'd ſhanks of yours 
tremble under their burthen : but you muſt have a 
little patience, old Hirco ; indeed = muſt; I in- 
tend to mortify you a little longer, curſe me! 
The company was ſo tickled/ with this addreſs, 
which was 8 with much grimace and 
geſticulation, 
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geſticulation, that they/burſt out into a loud fit 
of laughter, which they fathered upon a mon- 
key that was chained in the room; and when 
the peal was over, the wit renewed his attack, 
in theſe words: I fuppoſe you are fool enough 
to think this mirth was occaſioned” by Pug : ay, 
there he is; you had beſt ſurvey him; he is of 
your own family, fwitch me; but the laugh was 
at your expence; and you ought to thank hea- 
ven for making you fo ridiculous.” While he 
uttered theſe ingenious ejaculations, the old gen- 
tleman bowed alternately to him and the monkey, 
that ſeemed to grin and chatter in imitation of 
the beau, and with an arch folemnity of viſage, 
pronounced, Gentlemen, as I have not the 
honour to underſtand your compliments, they 
will be much better beftowed on each other.” So 
faying, he ſeated himſelf, and had the ſatisfaction to 
fee the laugh returned upon the aggreſſor, who re- 
mained confounded and abaſhed, and in a few 
minutes left the room, muttering, as he retired, 
<« the old fellow grows ſcurrilous, ſtop my breath.“ 
While Peregrine wondered in filence at this 
extraordinary ſcene, the lady of the houſe per- 
ceiving his ſurpriſe, gave him to underſtand, that 
the ancient viſitant was utterly bereft of the ſenſe 
of hearing; that his name was Cadwallader Crab- 
tree; his diſpoſition altogether miſanthropical; and 
that he was admitted into company on account 
of the entertainment he afforded by his ſarcaſtic 
obſervations, and the pleafant miſtakes to which 
he was ſubject from his infirmity. Nor did our 
hero wait a long time for an illuſtration of this 
odd character. Every ſentenee he ſpoke was re- 
plete with gall; nor did his ſatire conſiſt in gene- 
ral reflections, but in a ſeries of remarks, Which 
had been made through the medium of a moſt 
Whimſical peculiarity of opinion. e 
« | | Among, 
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Among thoſe who were preſent at this aſſembly 


was a young officer, who having f by dint of in- 


tereſt obtained a ſeat in the lower houſe, | 
it incumbent upon him to talk of affairs of ſtate; 

and — — company with an ac- 
count of a expedition which the French 


were buſied in preparing aſſuring them, that he 


had it from the mouth of the miniſter, to whom 
it had been tranſmitted by one of his agents 


abroad. In deſcanting upon the particulars of 


the armament, he obſerved, that they had twenty 
ſhips of the line ready manned and victualled at 
Breſt, which were deſtined for Toulon, where they 
would be joined by as many more; and from 
thence proceed to the execution of their ſcheme, 
which he imparted as a ſecret not fit to be divulged. 

This piece of intelligence being communicated 
to all the company, except Mr. Crabtree, who 
ſuffered by his loſs of hearing, that cynic was 
ſoon after accoſted by a lady, who, by means of 
an artificial alphabet, formed by a certain con- 
junction and diſpoſition of the fingers, aſked if 
he had. heard any extroardinary news of late? 
Cadwallader, with his uſual complaiſance, repli- 
ed, that he ſuppoſed ſhe took him for a courier 
or ſpy, by teizing him eternally with that que- 
ſtion. He then expatiated upon the fooliſh” u- 
rioſity of mankind, which, he- ſaid, muſt either 
proceed from idleneſs or want of ideas; and re- 
peated almoſt verbatim the officer's information, 
as a vague ridiculous report, invented by ſume 
ignorant coxcomb, who wanted to give himſelf 


airs of importance, and believed only by thoſe - 
who were utterly unacquainted with the polities 


and ſtrength of the French nation. 
In confirmation of what be had advanced, he 
endeavoured to demonſtrate how impaſſible it 


muſt be for that people to fit out even the: third | 


part 


— 
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of ſuch a navy, 4 bse | 

ſuſtained during and confirmed his 
3 — to — 2 
the harbours of Breſt and Toulon could not at that 
time produce a ſquadron of eight ſhips of che line, 
The member, who was an utter ſtranger to 
this miſanthrope, hearing his own aſſeverations 
treated with ſuch cantempt, glowed with confu+ 
ſion and reſentment, and raifing his voice, began 
to defend his own veracity with great cagerne(s 
and trepidation, . mingling with bis arguments 
many bl ag invectives againſt the inſolence 
and ill manners of his ſuppoſed contradictor, who 
ſat wich the moſt mortifying compoſure of coun- 
tenance, till the officer's patience was quite ex- 
hauſted; and then, to the manifeſt increaſe of his 
vexation, he was informed, that his antagoniſt 
_ was ſo deaf, that, in all probability, the laſt trump» 
et would make no impreffion upon him without 
pee renovation. ef ae 100 


H CHAP. DDI. 
He cultivates an accguaintance with the Mi ſan 
tbrope, who favours him with a mary ON Y 
eng- vl | 


22 ine was e well pleaſed at this 
occaſional rebuke, which occurred ſo ſea- 
v, that he could ſcarce believe it accidental. 
f Hee locked upon Cad wallader as the greateſt cur 
ꝛioſity he had ever known, and cultivated the old- 
man's acquaintance with ſuch inſmuating addreſs 
that in Jeſs than a fortnight he ned Hi con- 
fidence; and as they one day walkedd into the fields 
together, the Manhater diſclos d | himſelf; in theſe 
Words: Tho' the term of our communication 
has been but ſhort, you muſt have 'perceived 
3 you with uncommon marks of te: 


gard; 
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gard; which, I aſſure you, is not owing to your 
onal accompliſhments, nor the pains you take 
to oblige me; for the firſt I overlook, and the 
laſt T ſee through: but there is ſomething in your 
diſpoſition Which indicates a rooted contempt for 
the world, and I underſtand you have made fome 
ſucceſsful efforts, in expoſing one part of it ta the 
ridicule of the other. It is upon this affurance, 
that I offer you my advice and affiftance, in pro- 
ſecuting other ſchemes of the fame nature; and to 
convince you that ſuch an alliance is not to be rejet- 
ed, I will now | 2b top ſhort ſketch of my hiftory, 
which will be publiſhed after my death, in forty 
ſeven volumes of my own compiling. | 
I was born about forty miles from this place, 
of parents who having a very old family- name to 
ſupport, beſtowed their whole fortune on my el- 
der brother; fo that I inherited of my father 
little elſe than a large ſhare of choler, to which 
I am indebted for a great many adventures that 
did not always end to my fatisfation, At the 
age of eighteen I was ſent up to town, with a 
recommendation to a certain peer, who found 
means to amuſe me with the promiſe of a commiſſi- 
on for ſeven whole years; and 'tis odds but 1 
ſhould have made my fortune by my perſeverance, 
had not I been arreſted, and thrown into the mar- 
ſhalſea by my landlord, on whoſe credit I had ſub- 
ſiſted three years, after my father had renounced 
me as an idle vagabond. There I remained fix - 
months, among thoſe priſoners who have no other 
ſupport than ehance charity; and contracted a very 
valuable acquaintance, which was of great ſervice 
to me in the future emergencies of my life. 
I was no ſooner diſcharged, in conſequence of 


an act of parliament for the relief of inſolvent” 


debtors, than I went to the houſe of my credis 
tor, whom I cudgelled without-mercy ; and that 
Nh | | I might 


N 
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I might leave nothing undone, of thoſe things 
which I ought to have done, my next ſtage was 
to Weſtminſter-hall, where I waited until my 
atron came forth from the houſe, and ſaluted 
im with a blow that laid him ſenſeleſs on -the 
pavement: but my retreat was not ſo fortunate 
as I could have wiſhed, the chairmen and Jac- 
quies in APE having ſurrounded and difarmed 
me in a trice, I was committed to Newgate, and 
loaded with chains; and a very ſagacious - gentle- 
man, who was afterwards hanged, having fat in 
judgment upon my caſe, pronounced me guilty 
of a capital crime, and foretold my condemna- 
tion at the Old Baily. His prognoſtick, however 
was diſappointed ; for no body appearing to pro- 
ſecute me at the next ſeſſions, I was diſcharged, 
by order of the court. It would be impoſſible 
for me to recount, in the compaſs of one day's 
converſation, all the particular exploits in which 
I bore a conſiderable ſhare : ſuffice it to ſay, I have 
been, at different times, priſoner in all the jails with- 
in the bills of mortality. I have broke from e- 
very round-houſe on this {ide J emple- bar. No bail- 
iff, in the days of my youth and deſperation, durſt 
execute a writ upon me without a dozen fol- 
| lowers; and the juſtices themſelves trembled when 
I was brought before them. + | toad 
I was once maimed by a carman, with w 
I quarrelled, becauſe he ridiculed my leek on St. 
David's day; my ſkull was fractured by a but- 
cher's cleaver, on the like occaſion. I have 
been run thro' the body five times, and; loſt the 
tip of my left ear by a piſtol bullet. In a ten- 
counter of this kind, having, left my antagoniſt 
for dead, I was wiſe enough to make my retreat 
into France; and a few days after my arrival at 
Paris entering into converſation with ſome offi 


cers on the ſubject df politics, a diſpute. aroſe, in 
4 8 Ww 
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which J loſt my temper, and ſpoke fo irreverently 
of the Grand Monargue, that next morning I was 
ſent to the baſtile, by virtue of a Lettre de Cachet. 
There I remained ſome months, deprived of 
all intercourſe with rational creatures ; a circum- 
ſtance for which I was not ſorry, as I had the more 
time to project ſchemes of revenge againſt the ty- 
rant who confined me, and the wretch who had 
betray'd my private converſation : but tired, 'at 
length, with theſe fruitleſs ſuggeſtions, I was fain 
to unbend the ſeverity of my thoughts by a cor- 
reſpondence with ſome induſtrious ſpiders, who bad 
hung my dungeon. with their ingenious labours. 

I conſidered their work with ſuch attention, that 
[ ſoon became an adept in the myſtery of weaving, 
and furniſhed myſelf with as many uſeful obſerva- 
tions and reflections on that art, as will compoſe a 
very curious treatiſe, which I intend to bequeath 
to the Royal Society, for the benefit of our wool- 
en manufacture; and this with a view to perpetu- 
ate my own name, rather than befriend my coun- 
try: for, thank heaven! I am weaned from all 
attachments of that kind, and look upon myſelf as 
one very little obliged to any ſociety whatſoever. - 
Although I preſided with abſolute power over this 
long- legg d community, and diſtributed rewards 
and puniſhments to each, according to his deſerts, 
I grew impatient of my ſituation ; and my natural 
diſpoſition, one day, prevailing, like a fire which 
had long been ſmothered, I wreaked the fury of my 
indignation upon my innocent ſubjects, and in a 
twinkling deſtroyed the whole race. While I was 
employed in this general maſſacre, the turnkey, 
who brought me food, opening the door, and per- 
ceiving my tranſport, ſhrugged up his ſhoulders, 
and leaving my allowance, went out, pronouncing, 
Le Peru diable ! la tete lui taurne. My paſſion 
no ſooner ſubſided than I reſolved to profit by this 
Vol. II. K pinion 
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opinion of the jailor, and from that day counter- 
ſeited lunacy with ſych ſucceſs, that in leſs than 
three months I was delivered from the baſtile, and 
ſent to the gallies, in which they thought my bodi- 
ly vigour might be of ſervice, although the facul- 
ties of my-mind were decayed. Before I was chain- 
ed to the oar, I received three hundred. ſtripes by 
way of welcome, that I might thereby be rendered 
more tractable, notwithſtanding I uſed all the ar- 
guments in my power to perſuade them, I was only 
med north, north weſt, and when the wind was 
ſeutherly, knew a hawk from an hand-ſaw. 

In our ſecond cruize we had the good fortune 
to be overtaken by a tempeſt, during which the 
ſlaves were unbound, that they might contribute 
the more to the preſervation of the galley, and 
have a chance. for their lives, in caſe of a ſhip- 
wreck, We were no ſooner at liberty, than mak- 
ing ourſelver maſters of the veſſel, we robbed the 
officers, and ran her on ſhore among rocks on the 
coaſt of Portugal; from whence I haſtened to Liſ- 
bon, with a view of obtaining my paſſage in ſome 
ſhip bound for England, where, by this time, I 
hoped my affair would be fargotten. 

; But before this ſcheme could be accompliſhed, 
my evil genius led me into company; and being 
' intoxicated, I began to broach doctrines on the ſub» 
ject of religion, at which ſome of the party were 
ſcandalized and incenſed ; and I was next day drag- 
ged out of bed by the officers of the inquiſition, 
and conveyed toa cell in the priſon belonging to 
that tribunal. 
At my firſt. examination my reſentment was 
ng enough to ſupport me under the torture, 
which I endured without flinching; but my. reſo- 
lution abated, and my zeal immediately cooled, 
when, F underſtood from a fellow-priſoner, who 
groaned on the other fide of the partition, * in 
N 811 a hort 
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a ſhort time there would be an Autos da Fe; in con» 
ce of which I would, in all probability, be 
doomed to the flames, if I would not renounce my 
heretical errors, and ſubmit to ſuch penance as the 
church ſhould think fit to preſcribe. This miſera- 
ble wretch was convincted of Judaiſm, which be 
had privately practiſed, by connivance, for 
years, until he had amaſled a fortune fufficient to 
attract the regard of the church. To this he fell 
a ſacrifice, and accordingly prepared himſelf for 
the ſtake ; while I; not at all ambitious: of the 
crown of matyrdom, reſolved to temporize :> ſo 
that, when I was brought to the queſtion the fe- 
cond time, I made a ſolemn recantation ; and, as 
I had no worldly fortune to obſtruct my ſalvation, 
was received into the boſom of the church, and, 
by way of penance, enjoined to walk barefoot to 
Rome, in the habit of a pilgrim. L 
During my peregrination thro* Spain, I was de- 
tained as a ſpy, until I could procure credentials 
from the inquiſition at Liſbon ; and behaved with 
ſuch reſolution and reſerve, that, after being re- 
leaſed, I was deemed a proper perſon to be em- 
ployed in quality of a ſecret intelligencer, at a cer- 
tain court. This office I undertook, without he- 
ſitation; and being furniſhed with money and bills 
of credit, crofled the Pyrenees, with intention to 
revenge myſelf upon the Spaniard for the ſeveri- 
ties I had undergone, during my captivity. 
Having therefore effectually diſguiſed myſelf, * 
a change of dreſs, and a large patch on one eye, I 
hired an equipage, and appeared at Bologna, in 
quality of an itinerant. phyſician; in which capa- 
city I ſucceeded tolerably well, till my ſervants de- 
camped in the night, with my baggage, and left 
me in the condition of Adam. In ſhort, I have 
travelled over the 3 * part of Europe, as a beg- 


gar, pilgrim, prieſt, ſoldier, gameſter, and m_ 
| 2 | 
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and felt the extremes of indigence and opulence, 
with the inclemency of weather, in all its viciſſi- 
tudes, I have learned that the characters of man- 
kind are every where the ſame; that common ſenſe 
and honeſty bear an infinitely {mall proportion to 
folly and vice; and that life is at beſt a paultry pro- 
Vince. 

After having ſuffered innumerable hardſhips, dan- 
gers, and diſgraces, I returned to London, where 
I lived ſome years in a garret, and picked up a ſub- 
ſiſtence, ſuch as it was, by yending purges in the 
ſtreets, from the back of a pied horſe ; in which 
fituation I uſed to barangue 5 mob, in broken 
E =; under pretence of being an High German 
d 

Ar laſt an uncle died, by whom I inherit an eſ- 
tate of three hundred nourds per annum, tho', in 
his life-time, he would not have parted with a ſix- 
pence, to ſave my ſoul and body from perdition. 

I now appear in the world, not as a member of 
any community, or what is called a ſocial creature ; ; 
but meerly as a ſpectator, who entertains himſelf 
with the grimaces of a jack-pudding, and banquets - 
| his ſpleen in beholding his enemies at loggerheads, 
That [ may enjoy this diſpoſition, abſtracted from 
all interruption, danger, and participation, I feign 
myſelf deaf; an expedient by which I not only a- 

void all diſputes, and their conſequences, but alſo 
become maſter of a thouſand little ſecrets, which 
are every day whiſpered in my preſence, without 
any ſuſpicion of their-being overheard., You ſaw 
how. I handled that ſhallow. politician at my lady 
Plauſible's the other day. The ſame . prac · 
tiſe upon the crazed, tory, the bigot whig, the ſour 
ſupercilious pedant, the petulant critic, the bluſter- 
ing coward, the fawning tool, the pert pimp, fl 
ſharper, and every other ſpecies of knaves and f 
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| In conſequence of my rank and character I ob- 
tain free admiſſion to the ladies, among whom I 
have obtained the appellation of the Scandalous 
Chronicle; and as I am conſidered (while filent) in 
no other light than that of a footſtool orelbow-chair,. 
they diveſt their converſation of all reſtraint before 
me, and pron wy ſenſe of hearing with ſtrange 
things, which (if I could prevail upon myſelf to 
give the world that ſatisfaction) would compoſe a 
curious piece of ſecret hiſtory, and exhibit a quite 
different idea of charactets from what is commonly 
entertainedd. | 1 
By this time, young gentlemen, you may per- 
ceive, that J have it in my power to be a valuable 
correſpondent; and that it will be your intereſt to 
deſerve my confidence.“ n 


CCH AP. LXXVIII. 
A treaty is concluded betwixt Cad wallader and our he- 
ro; in conſequence of which divers pleaſant ad- 
ventures occur, until the young gentleman is ſums 
moned to the gariſon on a very intereſting occaſion. 


H * the Miſanthrope left off ſpeaking, deſi- 
rous to know the ſentiments of our hero, Who 
embraced the proffered alliance, in a tranſport of 
joy and ſurprize; and the treaty was no ſooner: 
concluded than Mr. Crabtree began to perform ar- 
ticles, by imparting to him a thouſand delicious ſe- 
crets, from the poſſeſſion of which he promiſed. 
himſelf innumerable ſcenes of mirth and enjoy- 
ment. By means of this aſſociate, whom he con- 
ſidered as the ring of Gyges, he foreſaw that he 
ſhould be enabled to penetrate not only into the 
chambers but even the inmoſt thoughts of. 
the female ſex ; and, in order to ward off ſuſ- 
Picion, they agreed to revile each other in public, 


- 
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and meet at a certain private rendezvous, to com- 
municate their mutual difcoveries, and their 
future operations. So precious did Peregrine eſ- 
teem this treaſure, that he would not even make his 
friend Godſrey ed with his good fortune, 
tho? the firſt oe he made of it, was in behalf of 
that young gentleman, whom he undeceived in two 


very intereſting particulars. 


The ſoldier's addreſſes were, at that time, tha. 
ed betwixt two ladies, who received them in a 
very different manner. By one of them he was 
An with marks of particular regard, and by 
ſmall favours flattered with the expectation of ſu- 

ſucceſs; while the other treated him with 
ſuch ſeverity and ſhineſs, that he could never find 
an opportunity or reſolution to make an uareftric- 


ted declaration of his flame. As every woman has 


a confidant, to whom ſhe pours forth her heart on 
theſe occaſions, Mr. Crabtree happened to be pre- 
ſent when each of them diſburthened herſelf f of 
her ſentiments with regard to her lover; and learn- 


ed from their own confeſſions, that the frank lady 


cajoled him for the ſake of the money which he 
ſuffered himſelf to loſe at cards, though ſhe had not 
the leaſt intention to extend her complaiſance be- 
yond the limits of exterior civilities; while the 


| Prude was actually enamoured of his perſon, and 


through a remnant of modeſty avoided him for no 
other reaſon, but becauſe ſhe knew herſelf i incapa- 


ble of reſiſting his ſollicitations. 


Mr. Gauntlet profited by this diſcovery, which 
was communicated to him through the canal of his 
friend, relinquiſhed the mercenary coquet, and 
found means to vanquiſh the reſerve of the other. 
Peregrine himſelf was, in like manner, ſet to rights, 
in certain opinions he had conceived of his 
influence with particular ladies; and as no perſon; 


ever offended him with . he projected a 
ſcheme 
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ſcheme of vengeance againſt a remarkable inamo- 
rato, who to his affiduities preferred thoſe of a 
brawny fellow, that, from the place of a private 
trooper in the horfe-guards, had been preferred to 
the rank of a lieutenant, by the intereſt of a dows 

ager lately deceaſed. With this favourite did the 
lady make an aſſignation, in the hearing of Cad- 
wallader, who gave our hero to underſtand, that 
he was to be received by her woman, in the dark, at 
a parlour-door that open'd into a ſmall garden, the 
wall of which he could eaſily overleap, after the 
ſervants ſhould be retired to reſt. 

Peregrine, fraught with this intelligence, reſolved 
to anticipate his rival ; and accordingly, by the 
miniſtration of his companion, engaged a couple 
of ſtout chairmen, who being poſted on the ſpot, 
ſeized the lover in his endeavours to ſurmount the 
wall, and conveved him to a place of confines 
ment, on pretence of ſuppoſing his deſign was to 
rob the houſe, he was no ſconer fecured in this 
manner, than Pickle, being determined to proſe- 
cute the adventure, tranſported himfelf into the 
garden, and perſonating the lieutenant, went to the 
door, made the ſignal which had been agreed upon, 
was admitted by the attendant, conducted to her 
lady's apartment, that was darkened for her recep- 
tion; and having enjoyed his revenge, with every 
ci cumſtance of ſatisfaction, made his retreat be- 
fore day, without being diſcovered, after having 
been gratified with a valuable ring, as a teſtimony 
of her ladyſhip's affection. 

Mean while the diſappointed. captive finding him- 
ſelf involved in a troubleſome affair, that muſt end 
either in his own diſgrace, or in that of his miſs 
treſs, whom he could not with honour expoſe, em- 
ployed all his ar: in tampering with his detainers, 
who pretended to have detected him as they paſſed 
that way by accident, and who would not liſten to 

| ws the 
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the terms he propoſed for his releaſe until it was 
almoſt day; and then, by the permiſſion of their 
employers, they ſet him at liberty, in conſiderati- 
on of five guineas, which he divided between them, 


From thetime of his diſcharge he waited with the 


utmoſt impatience for the hour of breakfaſt, and 
when it approached hited him to the houſe of his 


| Dulcinea, with a view of excufing himſelf for the 


breach of punctuality he was obliged to commit. 

He was confounded at the air of ſatisfaction 
and complacency that manifeſted itſelf in the lady's 
appearance ; but believing it was no other than af- 
fectation, to conceal her inward diſquiet and chagrin, 
he aſſumed a moſt dejected look, and with many 
expreſſions of mortification recounted the curſed 
accident which had diſabled him from reaping the 
delicious fruits of his expectation. The nymph, 
who was not all ſubjeR to the vulgar ſymptoms of 
confuſion, hearing this circumſtantial detail, fixed 
her eyes upon the ſoldier's countenance, and re- 
garding him attentively for ſome minutes; If 
this declaration (ſaid ſhe) be an effort of your de- 
licacy, you may ſpare ſuch ridiculous reſerve for 
the future. When things are come to a certain paſs, 
ſuch ceremony is ſuperfluous and diſagreeable. But 
perhaps you remember your good fortune with re- 
gret, and aCtually wiſh you had met with that ad- 
venture you have been at ſuch pains to feign, ra- 
ther than have enjoyed ſo cheap a conqueſt. Iu- 
deed you was ſo impatient to be gone before mor- 
ning, that you ſeemed rather tired of your ſtay, 
than ſollicitous about my reputation.” 

The trooper, amazed and alarmed at this unex- 
peed addreſs, ſwore with many vulgar. execratis. 


ons, that he could prove he was in cuſtody from. 


twelve till. ſix o'clock in the morning; and that - 
he began to perceive he had been finely flung by 
ſome raſcal, who had viſited her in his place. He. 
1 Oz © even 
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even hinted a ſuſpicion, that the whole affair had 
been tranſacted by her connivance; and became 
extremely rough and unmannerly in his expoſtula - 
tions: ſo that the lady, who had more of the ty- 
greſs than of the lamb in her diſpoſition, being ex- 
aſperated at the freedom of his behaviour, ordered 
him down ſtairs, and (to uſe the common phraſe) 
forbad him her houſe. He accordingly retired, not 
without many invectives and threats, which he 
bawled aloud in his march; while his incenſed pa- 
troneſs, by this time ſenſible that ſhe had been the 
dupe of ſome ſtratagem, remained in a ſtate of un- 
ſpeakable anxiety and mortification. Being bleſledz 
however, with a great ſhare of penetration, the forth- 
with ſet it at work; and, after ſome recollection, 
concluded that the ſubſtitute could be no other than 
Peregrine, who had either learned the circumſtance 
of the aſſignation from her maid, or extracted them 
_ the vanity and indiſcretion of the gallant him 
elf. 

Now that ſhe had an opportunity of being ac- 
quainted with all our young gentleman's qualifica- 
tions, ſhe did not repine at the gui pro quo which 
had been played upon her, and reſolved to transfer 
her good graces to Peregrine, without reſerve. 
With this view ſhe favoured him with the moſt pal - 
pable advances and alluſions, which he would not 
_ underſtand, but on the contrary, conveyed the 
ring to her in a letter, written in a counterfeited 
character, with a feigned name, importing, that 
as he had reaſon to believe the token was intended 
for another, he could not in conſcience reſerve it 
for his own uſe : and to crown her vexation, by 
his contrivance, every circumſtance of the ſtory 
was divulged, except the name of the perſon who 
had repreſented the lover, 8 | 

While our adventurer thus enjoyed his diſpoſiti- 
on, he was ſummoned to the caſtle by an expreſs 
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from his friend Hatchway, repreſenting that the 
commodore lay at the point of death; and in leſs 
than an hour after the receipt of this melancholy 
piece of news, he ſet out poſt for his uncle's habi- 
tation, having previouf = leave of his aſſociate 
Crabtree, who promiled to meet him in two 
months at London, and ſettled a correſpondence 
with Gauntlet, who propoſed to remain at Bath 
during the remaining part of the ſeaſon. 


CHAP. LXXIX. 
arrives at the garriſon, where he receives 
- the laſt admonitions of Commodore Trunnion, who 
next day reſigns his breath, and is buried accord- 
ing to his own directions. Some gentlemen in the 

country make a fruitleſs attempt to accommodate 
matters betwixt Mr. Gamalicl Pickle and hit 
eldeſs fon. - 


BOUT four o'clock in the morning our 
hero arrived at the garriſon, where he found 
his generous uncle in extremity, ſupported in bed, 
by Julia on one fide, and lieutenant Hatchway on 
the other; while Mr. Jolter adminiſtered ſpiritual. 
conſolation to his ſoul, and between whiles com- 
forted Mrs. n who, with her maid, ſat 
by the fire, weeping with great decorum; the 
phyſician having juſt taken his laſt fee, and retired, 
after pronouncing the fatal prognoſtic, in which he 
anxiouſly wiſhed he might not be miſtaken, 
Though the commodore's fpeech was interrupted 
by a violent hiccup, he ſtill retained the uſe of bis 
ſenſes; and when Peregrine approached ſtretched 
out his hand with manifeſt ſigns of ſatisfaQtion. 
The young gentleman, whoſe heart overflowed 
with gratitude and affection, could not behold ſuch 
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a ſpectacle, unmoved. He endeavoured to conceal 
his tenderneſs, which in the wildneſs of his youth, 
and in the pride of his diſpoſition, he conſidered as 
a derogation from his manhood ; but, in ſpite of 
all his endeavours, the tears guſhed from his eyes, 
while he kiſſed the old man's hand; and he was ſo 
utterly diſconcerted by his grief, that when he at- 
tempted to ſpeak, his tongue denied its office: ſo 
that the commodore, perceiving his diforder, made 
a laſt effort of ſtrength, and conſoled him in theſe 
words: * Swab the ſpray from your bowſprit, 
my good lad, and coil up your ſpirits. You muſt 
not let the top-lifts of your heart give way, becauſe 
you ſee me ready to go down at theſe years; ma- 
ny a better man has foundered before he has 
made half my way; thof I truſt, by the mercy 
of God, I ſhall be ſure in port in a very few glaſſes, 
and faſt moored in a moſt bleſſed riding: for my 
good friend Jolter hath overhauled the journal of 
my fins; and by the obſervation he hath taken of 
the ſtate of my ſoul, I hope I ſhall happily conclude 
my voyage, and be brought up in the latitude of 
heaven. Here has been a doctor that wanted to 
ſtow me chock-full of phyſic; but, when a man's 
hour is come, what ſignifies his taking his departure 
with a pothecary's ſhop in his hold? "Thoſe fellows: 
come along fide of dying men, like the meſſengers 
of the admiralty with failing orders: but I told him 
as how I could flip my cable without his direction 
or aſſiſtance, and ſo he hauled off in dudgeon. 
This curſed hiccup (damnation ſeize it !) makes: 
ſuch a rippling in the current of my ſpeech, that 
mayhap you don't underſtand what I fay, Now, 
while the ſucker of my wind-pump will go, I 
would willingly mention a few things,” which IL. 
hope you will ſet down in the log-book of your 
remembrance, when I am ſtiff, d'ye ſee.” There's: 
your aunt fitting whimpering by the fire, I deſire: 
bf | ; Fou 
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| you will keep her tight, warm, and eaſy in her 
old age; ſhe's an honeſt heart in her own ways 
and thof ſhe goes a little crank and humourſome, 
by being often over- ſtowed with Nantz and religi- 
on, ſhe has been a faithful ſhip-mate to me, and 
I dare ſay never turned in with another man, fince 
we firſt embarked in the ſame bottom. Jack 
Hatchway, you know the trim of her as well as 
eber a man in England, and I believe ſhe has a 
kindneſs for you ; whereby, if you two will grap- 
ple in the way of matrimony, when I am gone, 
I do ſuppoſe, that my godſon, for love ot me, 
will allow you to live in the garriſon all the days 
of your life.“ - 
| Peregrine aſſured him he would with pleaſure 
comply with any requeſt he ſhould make, in be- 
half of two perſons whom he eſteemed ſo much; 
and the lieutenant, with a waggiſh ſneer, which 
even the gravity of the fituation could not prevent, 
thanked them both for their good will, telling 
the commodore, he was obliged to him for his 
friendſhip, in ſeeking to promote him to the com- 
mand of a veſſel which he himſelf had wore out 
in the ſervice: that notwithſtanding, he ſhould be 
content to take charge of her, tho' he could not 
help being ſhy of coming after ſuch an able na- 
vigator. 
Trunnion, exhauſted as he was, ſmiled at this 
ſally, and after ſome pauſe, reſumed his admoni- 
tions in this manner: I need not talk of Pipes, 
becauſe I know you will do for him, without my 
recommendation ; the fellow has failed with me 
in many a hard gale, and Pll warrant him as ſtout 
a ſeaman as ever ſet face to the weather: but I 
hope you will take care of the reſt of my crew, 
and not diſrate them after I am dead, in favour of 
new followers. As for that young woman, Ned 
Gauntlet's daughter, I am informed as bow ſhe is 
©; | an 
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an excellent wench, and has a reſpect for you; 
whereby, if you run her on board in an unlawful 
way, I leave my curſe upon you, and truſt you 
will never proſper in the voyage of life: but, I 
believe you are more of an honeſt man, than to 
behave ſo much like a pirate. I beg of all love, 
you wool take care of your conſtitution, and .be- 
ware of running foul of harlots, who are no better 
than ſo many maicmaids, that fit upon rocks in 
the ſea, and hang out a fair face for the deſtruction 
of paſſengers; thof I muſt ſay, for my own part, I 
never met with any of thoſe ſweet fingers, and yet 
I have gone to ſea for the ſpace of thirty years. 
But, howſomever, ſteer your courſe clear of all 
ſuch brimſtone bitches; ſhun going to law as you 
would ſhun the devil, and look upon all attornies 
as devouring ſharks, or ravenous fiſh of prey. As 
ſoon as the breath is out of my body, let minute 
guns be fired, till I am ſafe under ground: I 
would alſo be buried in the red jacket I had on, 
when I boarded and took the Renummy. Let my 
piſtols, cutlaſs, and pocket-compaſs be laid in the 
coffin along with me. Let me be carried to the 
grave by my own men, dreſſed in the black caps 
and white ſhirts which my barge's crew were wont 
to wear; and they muſt keep a good look-out, 
that none of your pilfering rapſcallions may come 
and heave me up again, for the lucre of what they 
can get, until my carcaſe is belayed by a tomb- 
ſtone. As for the motto, or what you call it, I 
leave that to you and Mr. Jolter, who are ſcholars ; 
but I do defire, that it may not be ingraved in the 
Greek or Latin lingos, and much leſs in the 
French, which I abominate, but in plain Englith, 
that when the angel comes to pipe all hands at the 
great day, he may know that I am a Britiſh man, 
and ſpeak to mein my mother tongue. And now 
1 have no more to ſay, but God in heaven have 
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mercy upon my ſqui, and ſend you all fair weather, 
whereſoever you are bound.“ So ſaying, he re- 
garded every individual around him with a look of 
complacency, and cloſing his eye, compoſed him- 
ſelf to reſt, while the whole audience (Pipes him- 
ſelf not excepted) were melted with ſorrow; and 
Mrs. Trunnion conſented to quit the room, that 
ſhe might not be expoſed to the unſpeakable 
anguiſh of ſeeing him expire. 

His laſt moments, however, were not fo near 
as they imagined; he began to doſe, and enjoyed 
ſmall intervals of eaſe, till next day in the after- 
noon; during which remiſſions, he was heard to 
pour forth many pious ejaculations, expreſſing his 
hope, that, for all the heavy cargo of his ſins, 
he ſhould be able to ſurmount the foothook- 
ſhrouds of deſpair, and get aloft to the croſs-trees 
of God's good favour. At laſt, bis voice ſunk. 
ſo low, as not to be diſtinguiſhed; and having 
lain about an hour, almoſt without any percepti- 
ble ſigns of life, he gave up the ghoſt, with a groan. 
which anounced his deceaſe. 

Julia was no ſooner certified of this melancholy 
event, than ſhe ran to her aunt's chamber, weep- 
ing aloud; and immediately a very decent concert 
was performed by the good widow and her atten- 
dants. Peregrine and Hatchway retired till the 
corpſe ſhould: be laid out; and Pipes having ſurvey- 
ed the body, with a face of rueful attention, 
«© Well fare thy foul! old Hawſer Trunnion, 
(ſaid he) man and boy I have known thee theſe five 
and thirty years, and ſure a truer heart never broke 
biſcuit. Many a hard gale haſt thou weathered ; 
but now thy ſpells are all over, and thy hull fairly 
laid up. A better commander I'd never deſire to 
ſerve; and who knows but I may help to ſet up 
thy ſtanding rigging in another world?” 4 
4 : . A 
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All the ſervants of the houſe were affected with 
the loſs of their old maſter, and the poor people 
in the neighbourhood aſſembled at the gate, and 
by repeated howlings expreſſed their ſorrow for 
the death of their charitable benefactor. Pere- 
grine, though he felt every thing which love and 
gratitude could inſpire on this occalion, was not 
ſo much overwhelmed with affliction, as to be 
incapable of taking the management of the family 
into his own hands. He gave directions about 
the funeral with great diſcretion, after having paid 
the compliments of condolance to his aunt, whom: 
he conſoled with the aſſurance of his inviolable 
eſteem and affection. He ordered ſuits 
mourning to be made for every perſon in the ga- 
riſon, and invited all the neighbouring gentlemen- 
to the burial, not even excepting his father and 
brother Gam, who did not, however, honour the 
ceremony with their preſence; nor was his mo- 
ther humane enough to viſit her ſiſter · in- aw in 
her diſtreſs. | 
In the method of interment, the commodore's - 
injunctions were obeyed to a tittle; and at the fame 
time our hero made a donation of fifty pounds to- 


the poor of the parifh, as a benefaction which his X; 5 


uncle had forgot to bequeath. f 
Having performed theſe obſequies with the moſt 
pious punctuality, he examined the will, to which 
there was no addition fince it had been firſt execu- 
ted, adjuſted the payment of all the legacies, and 
being ſole executor, took an account of the eſtate 
to which he had ſucceeded, and which, after all 
deductions, amounted to thirty thouſand pounds. 
The poſſeſſion of ſuch a fortune, of which he was 
abfolute maſter, did not at all contribute to the 
humiliation of his ſpirit, but inſpired him with 
new ideas of grandeur and magnifcence, and 
elevated his hope to the higheſt pinnacle of ex- 
pectation. His 
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His domeſtic affairs being ſettled, he was viſited . 
by almoſt all the gentlemen of the county, who 
came to pay their compliments of congratulation, 
on his acceſſion to the eſtate; and ſome of them 
offered their good offices towards a reconciliation 
betwixt kis father and him, induced by the ge- 
neral deteftation which was entertained for his 
brother Gam, who was by this time looked 
by his neighbours as a prodigy of infolence and 
malice, Our young ſquire thanked them for their 
kind propoſal, which he accepted; and old Ga- 
maliel, at their intreaties, feemed very well diſpoſed 
to an accommodation: but, as he would not ven- 
ture to declare himſelf, before he had conſulted 
his wife, that favourable diſpoſition was rendered 
altogether ineffectual, by the inſtigations of that 
implacable woman; and our hero reſigned all ex- 
er of being reunited to his father's houſe, 

is brother, as uſual, took all opportunities of in- 
juring his character, by falſe aſperſions and ſtories 
miſrepreſented, in order to prejudice his reputati- 
on: nor was his ſiſter Julia ſuffered to enjoy her 
good fortune in peace. Had he undergone ſuch 
perſecution from an alien to his blood, the world 
would have heard of his revenge; but, notwith- 
ſtanding his indignation, he was too much tinctu- 
red by the prejudices of confanguinity, to lift his 
arm in judgment againſt the ſon of his own pa- 
rents; and this conſideration abridged the term of 
his refidence at the gariſon, where he had propoſed 
to ſtay for ſome months. 
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; CHAF. LXXY. 

The young gentleman having ſettled his FEY af- 
fairs, arrives in London, and ſets up a gay 
equipage. He meets with Emilia, and is intro- 


duced to ber uncle. 


IS aunt, at the earneſt ſolicitation of Julia 
and her huſband, took up her quarters at 
the houſe of that on ate kinſwoman, who 
made it her chief ſtudy to comfort and cheriſh the 
diſconſolate widow ; and Jolter, in expectatio 
of the living, which was not yet vacant, ny 
in gariſon, in quality of land- ſteward upon our 
hero's country- eſtate. As for the lieutenant, our 
young gentleman communed with him, in a ſeri- 
ous manner, about the commodore's propoſal of 
his taking Mrs. Trunnion to wife; and Jack, be- 
ing quite tired of the ſolitary ſituation of a batche- 
lor, which nothing but the company of his old 
commander could have enabled him to ſupport ſo 
long, far from diſcovering averſion to the match, 
obſerved with an arch ſmile, that it was not the 
firſt time he had commanded a veſſel in the abſence 
of Captain Trunnion; and therefore, if the widow 
was willing, he would chearfully ſtand by ber 
helm, and, as he hoped the duty would not be of 
long continuance, do his endeavour to ſteer her 
ſafe into the port, where the commodore might 
come on board, and take charge of her again. 

In conſequence of this declaration, it was de- 
termined that Mr. Hatchway ſhould make his 
addreſſes to Mrs. Trunnion, as ſoon as decenc 
would permit her to receive them ; and Mr. Clo- 
ver and his wife promiſed to exert their influence 
in his behalf, Mean while, Jack was deſited to 
live at the caſtle as uſual, and aſſured, that it 
ſhould be put wholly in his poſſeſſion, as ſoon 8 
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he ſhould be able to accompliſh this matrimonial 
ſcheme. ; 2 
When Peregrine had ſettled all theſe points to 

his own ſatisfaction, he took leave of all his friends, 

and repairing to the great city, purchaſed a new 
chariot and horſes, put Pipes and another lacquey 
into rich hyeries, took elegant lodgings in Pall- 
mall, and made a moſt remarkable appearance 
among people of faſhion, It was owing to this 
equipage, and the gaiety of his perfonal deport- 
ment, that common fame, which is always a 
* common liar, repreſented him as a young gentle- 

: man who had juſt ſucceeded to an eſtate of five 
thouſand pounds per annum, by the death of an 
uncle; that he was intitled to an equal fortune at 

the deceaſe of his own father, excluſive of two 
conſiderable jointures, which would devolve upon 
him, at the demiſe of his mother and aunt. This 
report (falſe and ridiculous as it was) he could not 
find in his heart to contradict; not but that he was 
ſorry to find himſelf fo miſrepreſented * but bis 
vanity would not allow him to take any ftep that... - 
might diminiſh his impaxtance in the Mon 94 
thoſe who courted his acquaintance, on th ſuppoſi- 
tion that his circumſtances were actually as aMutnt 

as they were ſaid to be. Nay, ſo much was he 
infatuated by this weakneſs, that he reſolved io en- 
courage the deception, by living up to the report; 
and accordingly, engaged in the moſt expenſive 
parties of pleaſure; believing, that before his pre- 
ſent finances ſhould be exhauſted, his fortune wauld 
be effectually made, by the perſonal accompliſh- 
ments he ſhould have occaſion to diſplay to the 
beau monde, in the courſe of his extravagance. 
In a word, vanity and pride were the ruling foibles 
of our adventurer, who imagined bimſelf ſufft- 
ciently qualified to retrieve his fortune in various 
ſhapes, iong before he could bave any idea of 
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want or difficulty. He thought he ſhould have it 
in his power, at any time, to make prize of a 
rich heireſs, or opulent widow ; his ambition had 
r ee heart of a young handſome 
dutcheſs dowager, to whoſe acquaintance he had 


found means to be introduced: or, ſhould matri- 


chance to be unſuitable to his inclinations, 
he never doubted, that by the intereſt he might ac- 


quire among the nobility, he ſhould be favoured 


with ſome lucrative poſt, that would amply recom- 
pence him for the liberality of his diſpoſition; 
There are many men, who entertain the 
ſame expeQations, with half the reaſon he had to 
be ſo preſumptuous. 

In the midſt of theſe chimerical calculations, his 
paſſion for Emilia did not ſubſide ; but, on the 
contrary, began to rage to ſuch an inflammation'of 
defire, that ber idea interfered with every other 


reflection, and abſolutely diſabled him from proſe- 


cuting the other lofty ſchemes which his imaginati- 


on had projected. He therefore laid down the ho- 
| 2 * of viſiting her in all the ſplendor of 


tion, in order to practiſe upon her virtue 


4 his influence and fortune. Nay, ſo effeQually 
„ bad his guilty paſſion abſorb'd his — of ho- 


nour, conſcience, humanity, and regard for the 


commodore's laſt words, that he was baſe enough 
to rejoice at the abſence of his friend Godfrey, 
who being then with his regiment in Ireland, could 
not dive into his purpoſe, or take meaſures for fruſ- 
trating his vicious deſign. 

Fraught with theſe heroic ſentiments, he deter- 
mined 1 ſet out for Suſſex in his chariot and fix, 
attended by his valet de chambre and two footmen; 


and as he was now ſenſible, that in his laſt eſſay 


he had miſtaken his cue, he ——_— to r 


his art and addreſs, to the utmoſt extent 
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his battery, and ſap the fortreſs, by the moſt ſub- 
miſive, ſoft, and inſinuating behaviour. | 

On the evening that preceded this purpoſed ex- 
pedition, he went into one of the boxes at the 
play-houſe, as uſual, to ſhew himſelf to the ladies; 
and in reconnoitiring the company through a glaſs, 
(for no other reaſon, but becauſe it was faſhionable 
to be purblind) perceived his miſtreſs very plainly 
dreſſed, in one of the ſeats above the ſtage, talk- 
ing to another young woman of a very homely 
appearance. Though his heart beat the alarm with 
the utmoſt impatience at. ſight of his Emilia, he 
was for ſome minuets deterred from obeying the 
impulſe of his love, by the preſence of ſome ladies 
of faſhion, who, he feared, would think the worſe 
of him, ſhould they ſee him make his compli- 
ments in public to a perſon of her figure, Nor 
would the violence of his inclination have ſo far 
prevailed over his pride, as to lead him thither, had 
not he recollected, that his quality- friends. would 
look upon her as ſome handſome Abigail, with 
whom he had an affair of gallantry, and of con- 
ſequence gave him credit for the intrigue. - 
Encouraged by this ſuggeſtion, he complied 
with the dictates of love, and flew to the place 
where his charmer ſat. His air and dreſs were ſo 
remarkable, that it was almoſt impoſſible he ſhould: 
have eſcaped the eyes of a curious obſerver, eſpe- 
cially as he had choſen a time for coming in, 
when his entrance would not fail to attract the 
notice of the ſpectators; I mean, when the whole 
houſe was huſhed in attention to the performance 
on the ſtage. Emilia, therefore, had petceived 
him at his firſt approach; ſhe found herſeſſ ies 


vered by the direction of his glaſs, and gueſlingans: 


intention by his abrupt retreat from the bon fame: 
moned al] her fortitude to her aid, and prepared 


for bis reception. He advanced to her wich an 
| ; Air 
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air of eagerneſs and joy, tempered with . 
and reſpect, and expreſſed his ſatisfaction at ſeeing 
her, with a ſeeming reverence of regard. Though 
ſhe was extremely well pleaſed at this unexpected 
behaviour, ſhe ſuppreſſed the emotions of her 
heart, and anſwered his compliments with affec- 
ted eaſe and unconcern, ſuch as might denote the 
good humour of a perſon who meets by accident 
with an indifferent acquaintance. After having 
certified himſelf of her own good health, he very 
kindly inquired about her mother and Miſs Sophy, 
gave her to underſtand, that he had lately been 
favoured with a letter from Godfrey, and that he 
had actually intended to ſet out next morning on a 
viſit to Mrs. Gauntlet, which (now that he was ſo 
happy as to meet with her) he would poſtpone, 
until he ſhould have the pleaſure of attending her 
to the country. After having thanked him for his 
polite intention, ſhe told him, that her mother 
was expected in town in a few days, and that ſhe. 
herſelf had come to London ſome weeks ago, to 
give her attendance upon her aunt, who had been 
dangerouſly ill, but was now pretty well recovered. 

Although the converſation of courſe turned upon 
general topics, during the entertainment, he took 
all opportunities of being particular with his eyes, 
through which he conveyed a thouſand tender pro- 
teſtations. She ſaw, and inwardly rejoiced at the 
humility of his-looks ; but, far from rewarding it 
with one approving glance, ſhe induſtriouſſy avoid-. 
ed this ocular intercourſe, and rather coquetted 
with a young gentleman that ogled her from the 
oppoſite box. Peregrine's penetration eaſily de- 
tected her ſentiments, and he was nettled at her 
diſſimulation, which ſerved to conſirm him in bis 
unwarrantable deſigns upon her petſon. He per- 
ſiſted in his aſſiduities with indefatigable perſeve- 
rance; when the play was concluded, handed * 
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and her companion to an hackney-coach, and wiih 
difficulty was permitted to — them to the houſe 
of Emilia's uncle, to whom our hero was intro- 
duced by the young lady, as an intimate friend of 
her brother Godfrey. 

The old gentleman, who was no ſtranger to the 
nature of Peregrine's connexion with his ſiſters 
family, prevailed upon him to ftay ſupper, and 
ſeemed particularly well pleaſed with his converſa- 
tion and deportment, which, by help of his natu- 
ral ſagacity, he wonderful] 1 . to the hu- 
mour of his entertainer. After ſupper, when the 
ladies were withdrawn, and the citizen called for- 
his pipe, our fly adventurer followed his example 
and though he abhorred the plant, ſmoked with 
an air of infinite ſatis faction, and expatiated up- 
on the virtues of tobacco, as if he had been deep- 
ly concerned in the Virginia trade. In the pro- 
greſs of the diſcourſe, he conſulted the merchant's 
diſpoſition ; and the national debt coming upon the 
Carpet, held forth upon the funds like a profeſſed 
broker. When the alderman complained of the 
reſtrictions and diſcouragement of trade, his gueſt 
inveighed againſt exorbitant duties, with the nature 
of which he ſeemed as well acquainted as any 
commiſſioner of the cuſtoms; ſo that the uncle 
was aſtoniſhed at the exent of his knowledge, and 
expreſſed his ſurprize, that a gay young gentleman, 
like him, ſhould have found either leiſure or incli- 
nation to conſider ſubjects ſo foreign to the faſhio- 
nable amuſements of youth. 

| Pickle laid hold on this opportuinity to tell him, 
that he was deſcended from a race of merchants; 
and that, early in life, he had made it his buſineſs 
to ĩnſtruct himſelf in the different branches of trade, 


which he not only ſtudied as his family-profelion, 
but alſo as the ſource of all our national riches and 
power. He then launched out in praiſe of com- 
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merce, and the promoters thereof; and, by way 
of contraſt, employed all his ridicule, in drawing 
ſuch ludicrous pictures of the manners and educa» 
tion of what is called high life, that the trader's 
ſides were ſhaken by laughter, even to the danger 
of his life; and he looked upon our adventurer as 
a miracle of ſobriety and good ſenſe. vai! 

Having thus ingratiated himſelf wi 


th the uncle, 
Peregrine took his leave, and next day in the fore - 
noon viſited the niece in his chariot, after ſhe had 
been admoniſhed by her kinſman to behave with cir- 
cumſpection, and cautioned againſt neglecting or diſ- 
couraging the addreſſes of ſuch a valuable adinirer. 


CHAP. LXXXI. | 
He proſecutes his deſign upon Emilia with great art 


and perſeverance. 12 


UR adventurer, having by his hypocriſy ob» 
\JZ tained free acceſs to his miſtreſs, began the 
ſiege, by profeſſing the moſt ſincere contrition for 
his former levity, and imploring her forgiveneſs 
with ſuch earnelt ſupplication, that, guarded as ſhe 
was againſt his flattering arts, ſhe began to be- 
lieve his proteſtations, which were even accom» 
panied with tears, and-abated a good deal of that 
ſeverity and diſtance ſhe had propoſed to main- 
tain, during this interview. She would not, hows 
_ eve, favour him with the leaſt acknowledgment 
of a mutual paſſion, becauſe, in the midſt of his 
vows of eternal conſtancy and truth, he did not 
mention one ſyllable of wedlock, though he was 
now intirely maſter of his own conduct; and this 
conſideration created a doubt, which fortified her 
againſt all his attacks: yet, what ber diſcretian 
would have concealed, was diſcovered by her eyes, 
which, in ſpite of all her endeavours, breathed 
forth complacency and love. For, her inclinatioan 
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was flattered by her own ſelf-ſufficiency, which 
imputed her admirer's ſilence, in that particular, 
to the hurry and perturbation of his ſpirits, and 
perſuaded her, that he could not poflibly regard 
her with any other than honourable intentions. 
- The inſidious lover exulted in the tenderneſs of 


| her looks, from which he preſaged a comp'eat vic- 


tory : but, that he might not over-ſhoot himſelf 
by his own precipitation, he would not run the riſk 
of declaring himſelf, until her heart ſhould be fo 
far intangled within his ſnares, as that neither the 
ſuggeſtions of honour, Prudence or pride ſhould 

Armed with this reſolu- 
tion he reſtrained the impatience of his temper 
within the limits of the moſt delicate deportment ; 
and after having ſolicited and obtained permiſſion to 
attend her to the-next opera, took her by the hand, 
and preſſing it to his lips in the moſt reſpectful man- 


ner, went away leaving Her in a moſt whimſical 


ſtate of ſuſpence, chequered with an intereſting vi- 
ciſſitude of hope and fear. 

On the appointed day, he appeared again about 
five o' clock in the afternoon, and found her na- 
tive charms ſo much improved by the advantages 
of dreſs, that he was tranſported with admiration 
and delight; and while he conducted her to the 
Hay-market, could ſcarce bridle the impetuoſity 
of his paſſion, ſo as to obſerve the forbearing max- 
ims he had adopted. When ſhe entered thgpit, 
he had abundance of food for the gratification of 
his vanity ; for, in a moment, ſhe eclipſed all the 
female part of the audience, each individual allow- 
ing in her own heart, that the ſtranger was by 
far the handſomeſt woman there preſent, except 
herſelf. | | 

Here it was that our hero enjoyed a double tri- 
umph; he was vain of this oportunity to enhance 
his reputation for gallantry among the 2 of 
3 6 | ons 
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faſhion, who knew him, and proud of an occaſion 
to diſplay his quality-acquaintance to Emilia, that 
ſhe might entertain the greater idea of the conqueſt 
ſhe had made, and pay the more deference to his 
importance in the ſequel of his addreſſes. That 
he might profit as much as poſſible by this fitua- 
tion, he went up and accoſted every perſon in 
the pit, with whom he ever had the leaſt commu · 
nication, whiſpered and laughed with an affected 
air of familiarity, and even bowed at a diftance to 
ſome of the nobility, on the flender foundation of 
having ſtood near them at court, or preſented 
them with a pinch of Rappee at White's chocolate» 
houſe. n 

This ridiculous oftentation, though now prac- 
tiſed with a view of promoting his deſign, was 
a weakneſs that, in ſome degree, infected the 
whole of his behaviour; for nothing gave him ſo 
much joy in converſation, as an opportunity of 
giving the company to underſtand, how he 
was with perſons of diſtinguiſhed rank and cha- 
racer : he would often (for example) obſerve, as 
it were occaſionally, that the duke of G—— was 
one of the beſt-natured men in the world, and il- 
luſtrate his aſſertion by ſome inſtance of his af- 
fability; in which he himſelf. was concerned: then, 
by an abrupt tranſition, he would repeat ſome re- 
partee of lady T-—, and mention a certain bon 
mot of the earl of C—, which was utter d in 
his hearing. | hows 

Abundance of young men, in this manner, make 
free with the names, though they have never had 
acceſs to the perſons of the nobility : but this was 
not the caſe with Peregrine, who, in conſideration 
of his appearance and ſuppoſed fortune, together 
with the advantage of his introduction, was by this 
time freely admitted to the tables of the great, 
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In his return with Emilia from the opera, though 
he ſtill maintained the moſt ſcrupulous decorum 
in his behaviour, he plied her with the moſt paſ- 
ſionate expreſſions of love, ſqueezed her hand with 
great fervency, proteſted that his whole ſoul was 
ingroſſed by her idea, and that he could not 
exiſt independant of her favour. Pleaſed as ſhe 
was with his warm and pathetic addrefles, toge- 
ther with the reſpectful manner of his making 
love, ſhe yet had prudence and reſolution ſufficient 
to contain her tenderneſs, which was ready to run 
over; being fortified againſt his arts, by refleQ- 
ing, that if his aim was honourable, it was now his 
buſineſs to declare it. On this conſideration, ſhe 
refuſed. to make any ſerious reply to his earneſt ex- 
poſtulations, but affected to receive them as the 
undetermined effuſions of gallantry and good 

This fictitious gaiety and good humour, though 
it baffled his hope of extorting from her an ac- 


knowledgement of which he might have taken im- 


mediate advantage, nevertheleſs encouraged him 
to obſerve, (as the chariot paſſed along the Strand) 
that the night was far advanced; that ſupper would 
certainly be over, before they could reach her un- 
cle's houſe; and to propoſe, that he ſhould wait 
upon her to ſome place, where they might be ac- 
comodated with a ſlight refreſhment. She was of- 
fended at the freedom of this propoſal, which, 
however, ſhe treated as a joke, thanking him for 
Eis courteous offer, and e him, that when 
ſhe ſhould be diſpoſed for a tavern- treat, he alone 
ſhould have the opportunity of beſtowing it. 

Her kinſman being engaged with company a- 
broad, and her aunt retired to reſt, he had the good 
fortune to enjoy a tte a tete with her during a 
whole hour, which he employed with ſuch con- 
ſummate fkill, that her caution was almoſt over - 
A f Tome. 
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come. He not only aſſailed her with the artillery x 
of ſighs, vows, prayers and tears, but even pavn- 
ed his honour in behalf of his love. He ſwore 
with many imprecations, that although her heart 
were ſurrendered to him at diſcretion, there was a 
principle within him, which would never allow 
him to injure ſuch innocence and beauty; and the 
tranſports of his paſſion had, upon this occaſion, fo 
far overſhot his purpoſe, that if ſhe had demanded 
an explanation, while he was thus agitated, he 
would have engaged himſelf to her-wiſh by ſuch 
ties, as he could not poſſibly break, with any re- 
gard to his reputation, But, from ſuch expoſtu- 
lation, ſhe was deterred partly by pride, and 
partly by the dread of finding herſelf miſtaken in 
ſuch an intereſting conjecture. She therefore en- 
joyed the preſent flattering appearance of her fate, 
was prevailed upon to accept the jewels which he 
had purchaſed with part of his winning at Bath, and 
with the moſt inchanting condeſcenſion ſubmitted 
to a warm embrace, when he took his leave, after 
having obtained permiſſion to viſit her, as often as 
kis inclination and convenience would permit. 

In his return to his own lodgings, he was 
buoyed up with his ſucceſs to an extravagance of 
hope, already congratulated himſelf upon his tri- 
umph over Emilia's virtue, and began to project 
future conqueſts among the moſt dignified cha- 
raters of the female ſex. But his attention was 
not at all diflipated by theſe vain reflechons ; he 
reſolved to concentrate the whole exertion of his 
ſoul upon the execution of his preſent plan, de- 
ſiſted, in the mean time, from all other ſchemes 
of pleaſure, intereſt and ambition, and took lodg- 
ings in the city, for the more commodious ac- 
compliſhment of his purpoſe. | 

While our lover's imagination was thus agree- 
ably "_— his miſtreſs did not enjoy her expec- 

L 2 tations, 
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tations, without the intervention ' of doubts and 
anxiety. His ſilence touching the final aim of his 
addreſſes was a myſtery on which ſhe was afraid 
of exerciſing her ſagacity ; and her uncle torment- 
ed her with inquiries into the circumſtances of 
Peregrine's profeſſions and deportment. Rather 
than give this relation the leaſt cauſe of ſuſpicion, 
which muſt have cut off all intercourſe betwixt 
ber and her a%mirer, ſhe ſaid every thing which 
ſhe thought woud ſatisfy his care and concern for 
her welfare; and in conſequence of ſuch repreſen- 
tation, ſhe enjoyed, without reſerve, the company 
of our adventurer, ' who proſecuted his plan with 
ſurpriſing eagerneſs and perſeverance.” 


C HAP. LXXXII. 
He prevails upon Emilia to accompany him to a 
' maſquerade, makes a treacherous attempt upon her 
affettion, and meets with a deſerved repulſe. 


—.— a night elapſed in which he did not 
conduct her to ſome public entertainment; 
and when, by dint of his inſidious carriage, he 
thought himſelf in full poſſeſſion of her * 
and affection, he lay in wait for an opportunity; 
and heating her obſerve in converſation, that 
had never been at a maſquerade, begged leave to 
attend her to the next ball; at the ſame time, ex- 
tending bis invitation to the young lady, in whoſe 
company he had found her at the-play, ſhe being 
preſent when this ſubject of diſcourſe was intro- 
duced. He had flattered himſelf, that this gentle- 
woman would decline the propoſal, as ſhe was 
a perſon ſeemingly of a demure diſpoſition, who had 
been born and bred in the city, where ſuch diverſions 
are looked upon as ſcenes of lewdneſs and debauch- 
ery. For once, however, he reckoned without his 
hoſt; curioſity is as prevalent in the city as at the 
court. end of the town : Emilia no ſooner ſigniſied 
her aſſent to his propoſal, than her friend, with an 
air 
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air of ſatisfaction, agreed to make one of the par- 
ty; and he was obliged to thank her for that com- 
plaiſance which laid him under infinite mortifica - 
tion. He ſet his genius at work, to invent ſome 
ſcheme for preventing her unreaſonable intruſion; 
Had an opportunity offered, he would have ated 
as her: phyſician, and adminiſired a medicine that 
would have laid her under the neceſſity of ſtaying 
at home: but his acquaintance with her being too 
flight to furniſh him with the means of executing 
this expedient, he deviſed another, which was-prac» 
tiſed with all imaginable: ſucceſs. Un 
that her grandmother had left her a ſum of mo- 
ney independent of her parents, he conveyed” a 
letter to her eee intimating, that her daughter, 
on pretence of going to the maſquerade, intended 
to beſtow herſelf in marriage to a certain perſon, 
and that in a few days ſhe would be informed of 
the circumſtances of the whole: intrigue, provided 
ſhe would keep this information ſecret; and con- 
trive ſome excuſe. for detaining the young lady at 
home, without giving her cauſe to believe ſhe-was 
apprized of her-intention. This: billet, ſubſeribed, 
Your weil-wifher and untnotun bumble ſervant, had 
the defired effect upon the careful matron; who, on 
the ball-day, feigned herſelf ſo extremely ill, that 
miſs could not, with any decency, quit her mam- 
ma's apartment; and therefore ſent her apology to 
Emilia in the afternoon, immediately after the ar- 
rival of Peregrine, who pretended to be very much 
aflicted with the diſappointment, while his heart 
throbbed with a tranſport of joy. 

About ten o clock the-lovers get out for the 
Hay market, he being dreſſed in the habit of 
Pantaloon, and ſhe in that of Columbine; and 
they had ſcarce entered the Houſe, when the mu- 
ſick ſtruck up, the curtain was withdrawn, and 
the whole ſcene difpla ed at once, to the admi- 
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ration of Emilia, whoſe expectation was infinitely 
ſurpaſſed by this exhibition. Our gallant; having 
conducted her through all the different apartments, 
and deſcribed the ceconomy of the place, led her 
into the circle, and, in their turn, they danced ſe- 
veral minuets ; then going to the ſide-board, he 
prevailed upon her to eat ſome ſweet-meats and 
drink a glaſs of Champagne; and, after a ſecond - 
review of the company, they engaged in country- 
dances, at which exerciſe they-continued, until our 
adventurer concluded that his partner's blood was - 
ſufficiently warmed for the proſecution of his de- 
ſign. On this ſuppoſition, which was built upon 
her declaring, that ſhe was thirſty and fatigued, 
he perſuaded her to take a little refreſhment and 
repoſe ; and for that purpoſe, handed her down 
ſtairs into the eating- room, where having ſeated 
her on the floor, he preſented her with a glaſs of 
wine and water; and as ſhe complained of being 
faint, enriched the draught with ſome drops of a 
certain elixir, which he recommended as a moſt 
excellent reſtorative, though it was no other than 
a ſtimulating tincture, which he had treacherouſly 
provided for the occaſion. Having fwallowed this 
potion, by which her ſpirits were manifeſtly ex- 
hilerated, ſhe eat a flice of ham with the wing of 
a cold pullet, and concluded the meal with a 
glaſs of Burgundy, which ſhe drank at the earneſt 
intreaty of her admirer. Theſe extraordinary cor- 
dials co-operating with the ferment of her blood, 
which was heated by violent motion, could not 
fail to affect the conſtitution of a delicate young 
creature, who was naturally ſprightly and volatile, 
Her eyes began to ſparkle with unuſual fire and 
vivacity, a thouſand brilliant ſallies of wit eſcap- 
ed her, and every maſk that accoſted her under- 


went {ſome ſmarting repartee. p . 
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Peregrine, overjoyed at the ſucceſs of his admi- 
niſtration, propoſed that they ſhould reſume their 
places at the country-dances, with a view to pro- 
mote and aſſiſt the efficacy of his elixir ; and when 
he thought her diſpoſition was properly adapted 
for the theme, began to ply her with all the elocu- 
tion of love. In order to elevate his own ſpirits 
to that pitch of reſolution which his ſcheme requi- 
red, he drank two whole bottles of Burgundy, 
which inflamed his Paſſion to ſuch a degree, that 
he found himſelf capable of undertaking and per- 
e any ſcheme for the gratification of his 
efire, - $4 
Emilia, warmed by ſo many concurring incen- 
tives, in favour of the man ſhe loved, abated con- 
ſiderably of her wonted reſerve, liſtened to his 
proteſtations with undiſſembled pleaſure, and in the 
confidence of her ſatisfaction, even owned him ab- 
ſolute maſter of het affections. Raviſhed with this 
confeſſion, he now deemed himſelf on the brink 
of reaping the delicious fruits of his art and aſſi- 
duity; and the morning being already pretty far 
advanced, aſſented with rapture to the firſt 
ſal ſhe made of retiring to her lodgings. 
blinds of the chariot being pulled up, he took ad- 
vantage of the favourable ſituation of her thoughts; 
and on pretence of being | whimſical, in conſe» 
quence of the wine he had ſwallowed, claſped her 
in his arms, "and' imprinted a thouſand kiſſes on 
her pouting lips, a freedom which ſhe pardoned as 
the privilege of intoxication. While he thus in- 
dulged himſelf with impunity, the carriage halted; 
and Pipes opening the door, his maſter handed 
her into the paſſage, before ſhe perceived that it 
was not her ja re at which they had 
alightedii. mot nun 0 04 195 2:5i5g 
_ Alarmed at this diſesvery, ſhe with ſome con- 
fuſion defired to know * reaſon * 
w 4 4 
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her to a ſtrange place at theſe hours: but he made 
no reply, until he had led her into an apartment, 
when he gave her to underſtand, that as her un- 
cle's family muſt be diſturbed by her going thither 
ſo late in the night, and the ftreets near Temple-bar 
were infeſted by a multitude of robbers and cut. 
throats, he had ordered his coach-man to halt at 
this houſe, which was kept by a relation of his, a 
mighty good- fort of a' gentlewoman, who was 
proud of an opportunity to accommodate a per- 
ſon for whom he was known to entertain ſuch 
tenderneſs and eſteem, 1b 1267 
Emilia had too much penetration to be impoſed 
upon by. this plauſible pretext : in ſpite of her par- 
tiality for Peregrine, which had never been in- 
flamed to ſuch a pitch of complacency before, ſhe 
comprehended his whole plan in a twinkling ; and 
though her blood boiled with indignation, thanked 
him with an affected air of ſerenity, for his kind 
concern, and expreſſed her obligation to his cou- 
fin; but, at the ſame time, inſiſted upon going 
home, leſt her abſence ſhould terrify her uncle 
and-aunt, who ſhe knew would not retire to reſt, 
till her return. - Way : | | 
- He urged her, with a thouſand remonftrances, 
to conſult her own, eaſe and ſafety, promiſing; to 
ſend Pipes into the city, for the ſatis faction of her 
relations: but finding her obſtinately deaf to his 
intreaties, he aſſured her, that he would in a few 
minutes comply with her requeſt; and, in the mean 
time, begg'd ſhe would fortify. herſelf againſt the 
cold with a cordial, which he poured out in her 
preſence; and which (now that her ſuſpicion was 
arouſed) ſhe refuſed to taſte, notwithſtanding} all 
his importunities. He then fell upon his knees 
before her, and the tears guſhing from his 
ſwore that his paſſion was wound up to ſuch a pit 
of impatience, that he could no ming 
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the unſubſtantial Food of expectation; and that, if 
ſhe would not vouchſafe to crown his happineſs, 
he would forthwith: ſacrifice himſelf to her diſdain. 
Such an abrupt addreſs, accompanied with all the 
Symptoms of frantic agitation, could not fail to 
perplex and affright the gentle Emilia, who after 
ſome recolleQion, replied with a reſolute tone, that 
ſhe could not ſee what reaſon he had to complain 
of her reſerve, which ſhe was not at liberty to 
lay intirely aſide, until he ſhould, have avowed. his 
intentions in form, and obtained the ſanction of 
thoſe whom it was her duty to obey. Divine 
creature ! (cried he, ſeizing her hand, and preſſing 
it to his lips,) it is from you alone I hope for that 
condeſcenſion, which would overwhelm me with 
tranſports of celeſtial bliſs. The ſentiments: of 
parents are ſordid, filly, and: confined ;. ſeek. not 
then to ſubject my paſſion to ſuch. low reſtric+ 
-tions as were calculated for the purpoſes of com- 
mon life. My love is too delicate and refined, 
to wear thoſe vulgar fetters, which ſerve only to 


deſtroy the merit of voluntary affection, and to 


upbraid: a man inceſſantly with the articles of com- 
pulſion, under which he lies. My dear angel! - 
ſpare me the mortification-of being compelled. to 
love you, and reign ſole empreſs of my heart 
and fortune. I will not affront you ſo much as 
to talk of ſettlements 3. my all is at your diſpoſal. 
In this pocket-book are notes to the amount of 
two thouſand pounds; do me the pleaſure to ac 
cept of them; to-morrow I will lay ten thau- 
ſand: more in your lap. In a word, you ſhall be 
miſtreſs of my whole eſtate, and I ſhall think myſelf 
happy in living dependent on your bounty! 
Heavens ! what are the emotions of the virtuous, 
the ſenſible, the delicate, the tender Emilia's heart, 
whea ſhe heard this inſolent declaration from the 
mouth of a man whom ſhe bad honoured "= 
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her affection and eſteem ! It was not ſimply hor» 
ror, grief, or indignation that ſhe felt, in conſe- 
uence of this unworthy treatment, but the united 
-pangs of all together, which produced a fort of hy- 
Reric laugh, while ſhe told him, that ſhe could net 
help admiring his generoſity. e XII 
Deceived by this convulſion, and the ironical 
compliment that attended it, the lover thought he 
had already made great progreſs in his operations, 
and that it was now his buſineſs to ſtorm the fort 
by a vigorous aſſault, that he might ſpare her the 
"confuſion of yielding without reſiſtance. Poſſef- 
Ted by this vain ſuggeſtion, he ſtarted up and 
folding her in his arms, began to obey the furious 
dictates of his unruly and ungenerous defire ; upon 
which, with an air of cool determination, ſhe de- 
manded a parley; and when, upon her repeated 
"requeſt, he granted it, addreſſed herſelf to him in 
"theſe words, while her eyes gleamed with all the 
«dignity of the moſt awful reſentment. “ Sir, 1 
ſcorn to upbraid you with a repetition of your 
former vows and proteſtations, nor will I recapi- 
tulate the little arts you have practiſed to enſnare 
my heart; becauſe, though by dint of the moft 
perfidious diſſimulation, you have found means to 
-deceive my opinion, your utmoſt efforts have never 
been able to lull the vigilance of my conduct, or 
to engage my affection beyond the power of diſ- 
'carding you without a tear, whenever my honour - 
"thould demand fuch a ſacrifice. Sir, you are un- 
- worthy of my concern or regret, and the ſigh that 
no ſtruggles from my breaſt, is the reſult of ſor- 
row, for my own want of diſcernment. As for your 
preſent Attempt upon' my chaſtity, I defpife your 
power, as I deteſt your intention. Though, un- 
der the maſk of the moſt delicate reſpect, you have 
decoyed me from the immediate protection of my 
ſriends, and contrived other impious ſtratagems to 
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ruin my peace and reputation, 1 confide too much 
in my own innocence, and the authority of the 
law, to admit one thought of fear, much leſs to 
fink under the hocror of this ſhocking ſituation, 
into, which 1 have been ſeduced. , Sir, your be- 
tour on this occaſion, is in all reſpects low and 
contemptible; for, ruffian as you are, you durſt 
not harbour one thought of executing your exe- 
crable ſcheme, while you knew my brother was 
near enough to prevent, or revenge the inſult; ſo 
that you, muſt not ref be a treacherous villain, 
but alſo a moſt, deſpi coward.” Having ex- 
preſſed herſelf in this 1 manner, with a moſt majeſ- 
tic ſeverity of aſpect, ſhe opened. the door, and 
walked down ſtairs with ſurprizing reſolution, com- 
mitted herſelf to the care of a watchman, who ac- 
comodated her with a hackney- chair, in which ſhe 
was ſaſely conveyed. to her uncle's houſe. 1 
Mean while, the lover was."%o confounded and 
over-awed, by theſe, cu reproaches, and her 
animated 8 N his reſolution forſook 
him, and he found himſelf not only incapable of * 
obſtructing her retreat, but even of uttering. one 
ſyllable: to deprecate her wrath, or extenuate the 
guilt of his own. conduct. "The nature of his diſ- 
N and the keen -remorſe 1 50 ſeized 
im, when he -fiſhonourable 
predicament in ech bas che ſtood with Emi- 
lia, raiſed ſuch perturbation in his mind, that 1 
ſilence was ſucceeded by a violent fit of diſtrac- 
tion, during which he raved like a Bedlamite, and 
acted a thouſand extravagancies, which - convinced 
the people of the houſe, prey bagnio) that he 
had actually loſt his wits. Pipes, with great con- 
cern, adopted the ſame opinion ; and, being affiſt- 
ed by the waiters, hindered him, by main force, 
from running out and purſuing the fair fugitive, 
whom, in his delilum, he alternately curſed and 
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commended, with horrid imprecations, and laviſh 
applauſe. His faithful -valet, having waited two 
whole hours, in hope of ſeeing this guſt of paſſion 
overblown, and perceiving that the paroxyſm 
ſeemed rather to increaſe, very prudently ſent for a 
phyſician of his maſter's acquaintance, who having 
conſidered the circumftances and fymptoms of the 
diſorder, directed, that he ſhould be plentifully 
blooded without loſs of time, and preſcribed a 
draught to compoſe the tumult of his ſpirits. Theſe 
orders being punRually performed, he grew more 
calm and tractable, recovered. his reflection ſo far, 
as to be aſhamed of the extaſy he had undergone, 
ſuffered himſelf quietly to be undreſſed, and put 
to bed, where the fatigue, occaſioned by his exer- 
ciſe at the maſquerade, co-operated with the pre- 
ſent diffipation of his ſpirits to, lull him in a pro- 
found fleep, which greatly tended to the preſerva- 
tion of his intelects: not that he found himſelf in 
a ſtate of perfect tranquility, wheri he waked about 
noon) ; the femenibrance of what had paſſed overs 
whelmed him with mortification. Emilia's invec- 
tives fill ſounded in his ears; and while he deeply 
reſented her diſdain, he could not help admiring her 
Apirit, and in his heart did homage to her charms. 
eee 4p! PEREKAL ©, + 
He endtaviurs to reconcile hiniſelf to bis mi "oft 
and expoſtulates with the untle, who forbids him 


the houſe. © 


N this ſtate of diviſion he went home to his own 
lodgings in a chair; and while he deliberated 
with himſelf, whether he ſhould relinquiſh the par- 
Tuit, and endeavour to baniſh her idea from his 
breaſt, or go immediately and humble himſelf be- 
fore his exaſperated miſtreſs, and offer his hand as 
Wonement for his crime, his ſervant put in his hand 
35 19%, a packet, 
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A et, which had been delivered by a ticket-por- 
ww doon . He no ſooner — chat <b 
ſuperſcription was in Emilia's hand-writing, than 
he gueſſed the nature of the contents; and open- 
ing the ſeal with diſordered eagerneſs, found the 
jewels he had given her, incloſed. in a billet couch- 
ed in theſe words: buy” oY 


cc TH AT I may have no' cauſe to 
myſelf with having retained the leaſt me- 
morial of a wretch whom I equally deſpiſe and ab- 
bor, I take this opportunity of reſtoring theſe” in- 
effectual inftruments of his infamous d upon 
the honour of milia. 


His chagrin was ſo much galled and inflamed 
by the bitterneſs of this contemptuous meſſage, 
that he gnawed his fingers till the blood ran over 
his nails, and even wept with vexation. Sometimes 
he vowed revenge againſt her haughty virtue, and 
reviled himſelf for his precipitate declaration, be- 
fore his ſcheme was brought to maturity; then he 
would conſider her behaviour with reverence and 
regard, and bow before the irreſiſtible power of 
her attractions. In ſhort, his breaſt was torn by 
confliting paſſions ; love, ſhame, and remorſe con- 
tented with vanity, ambition, and revenge; and 
the ſuperiority was ſtill doubtful, when headſtrong 
defire interpoſed, and decided in favour of an at- 
_ towards a reconciliation with the offended + 

Nr | 
Impelled by this motive, he ſet out in the after- 
noon for the houſe of her uncle, not without hopes 
of that tender enjoyment, which never fails to at- 
tend an accomodation betwixt two lovers of taſte 
and ſenſibility. Though the conſciouſneſs of his 
treſpaſs encumbered him with an air-of aukward 
confuſion, he was too confident of his own quali- 
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fications and addreſs to deſpair of forgiveneſs 3 and 
dy that time he arrived at the citizen's gate, he had 
conned a very artful and pathetic harangue, which 
he propoſed to utter in his on behalf, lay ing the 
blame of his conduct on the impetuoſity of his 
paſſion incenſed by the Burgundy, which he bad 
too liberally drank: but he did not meet with an 
opportunity to avail himſelf of this preparation. 
Emilia, ſuſpecting that he would take fome ſtep of 
this kind to retrieve her favour, had gone abroad 
on pretence of viſiting, after having ſignified to her 
kinſman, her reſolution to avoid the company, of 
Peregrine, on account of ſome ambiguities which 
(ſhe ſaid) laſt night were remarkable in his demea- 
nour, at the maſquerade. She choſe to inſinuate 
her ſuſpicions in theſe hints, rather than give an 
explicit detail of the young man's diſhonourable 
contrivance, which might have kindled the reſent- 
ment of the family to ſome dangerous Pe of 
animoſity of revenge. 
Our adventurer, finding himſelf. baffigd i in his 
expeRation of ſeeing her, inquired for the old gen- 
tleman, with whom he thought he had influence 
enough to make his apology good, incaſe he ſhould 
find him prepoſſeſſed by the young lady's infor- 
mation. But here too he was diſappointed 3+ the 
uncle had gone to dine in the country, and his 
wife was indiſpoſed; ſo that he had no pretext 
for ſtaying in the houſe, *till the return of his 
charmer. Being, however, fruitful of expedients, + 
he diſmiſſed his chariot and took poſſeſſion of a 
room in a tavern, the windows 1 which fronted 
the merchant's gate; and there he propoſed to 
watch until he ſhould ſee. her approach. I his 
ſcheme he put in practice with indefatigable pa- 
tience, though it was not attended with the ex- 
* ſucceſs. | 
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Emilia, whoſe caution was equally vigilant and 
commendable, foreſeeing that ſhe might be expo- 
ſed to the fertility of his invention, came home by 
a private paſſage, and entered by a poſtern, which 
was altogether unknown to her admirer z and her 
uncle did not arrive until it was fo late, that he 
could not with any decency demand a conference. 

Next morning, he did not fail to preſent himſelf 
at the door, and his miſtreſs being denied by her 
own expreſs direction, inſiſted upon ſeeing the 


maſter of the houſe, who received him with ſuch 


coldneſs of civilitiy, as plainly gave him to under» 
ſtand, that he was acquainted with the diſpleaſure 
of his niece. He therefore, with an air of can- 


8 


dour, told the citizen, that he could eaſily per- 


ceive, by his behaviour, that he was the confi- 
dant of Miſs Emily, of whom he was come to aſk 
pardon. for the . he had given; and did not 
doubt, if he could be admitted to her preſence, 
that he ſhould be able to convince her, that he had 
nor erred intentionally, or at leaſt propoſe ſuch 
reparation, as would, effectually atone for his fault. 

To this remonſtrance the merchant, without 
any ceremony or circumlocution, anſwered, that 
though he was ignorant of the nature of his of- 
fence he was very certain, that it muſt have been 
ſomething very flagrant, that could irritate his niece 
to ſuch a degree, againſt a perſon for whom ſhe 
had formerly a moſt particular regard. He owned, 
ſhe had declared her intention to renounce his ac- 
quaintance for ever, and, doubtleſs, ſhe had good 
reaſon for ſo doing; neither would he undertake 
to promote an accommadation, unleſs he would 
give him full power to treat on the ſcore of matri- 
mony, which he ſuppoſed would be the only means 
of evincing his own ſincerity, and obtaining Emi- 


lia's forgiveneſs. 


Peregrine s 
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: Peregrine's pride was kindled by this blunt de- 
claration, which he could not help conſidering as 
the reſult of a ſcheme concerted betwixt the young 
lady and her uncle, in order to take the advantage 
of his heat. He therefore replied, with manifeſt 
figns of diſguſt, that he did not apprehend there 
was any occaſion for a mediator to reconcile the 
difference betwixt Emilia and him, and that all he 
deſired, was an opportunity of pleading in his 
own behalf. "OY 
The citizen frankly told him, that as his niecehad 
"expreſſed an earneſt deſire of avoiding his compa- 
ny, he would not put the leaft conſtraint upon 
her inclination ; and in the mean time gave him to 
know, that he was particularly — 4 | 
Our hero glowing with indignation at this ſu- 
rcilious treatment; I was in the wrong (ſaid 
he) to look for good manners, fo far on this ſide 
of Temple-bar : but, you muſt give me leave to 
tell you dir, that unleſs I am favoured with an in- 
terview with Miſs Gauntlet, I ſhall conclude, that 
that you have actually laid a conſtraint upon her 
inclination, for ſome ſiniſter purpoſes of your own.” 
<« Sir, (replied the old gentleman) you are wel- 
come to make what concluſtons ſhall ſeem 
unto your own imagination; but, pray be ſo good 
as to allow me the privilege of being maſter in my 
own houſe.” So faying, he very complaiſantly 
ſhewed him to the door; and our lover, being 
difident of his own temper, as well as afraid of 
being uſed with greater indignity, in a place where 
his perſonal proweſs would only ſerve to heighten 
his diſgrace, quitted the houſe in a tranſport of rage, 
which he could not wholly ſuppreſs, telling the 
dlord, that if is age did not protect him, he 
ould-have chaftiſed him for his inſolent behaviour, 
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CH A P. LXXXIV. | 
He projedts a violent ſcheme, in conſequence 0 which 
he is involved in a moſt fatiguing adventure, 
which greatly tends towards the augmenting A bis 
"0 


HUS debarred of perſonal communication 
with his miſtreſs, he eſſayed to retrieve her 
good graces by the moſt ſubmiſſive and pathetic 
letters, which he conveyed by divers artifices to 
her peruſal ; but reaping no manner of benefit 
from theſe endeavours, his paſſtion acquired a de- 
gree of impatience, little inferior to - downright 
renzy; and he determined to run every riſk of 
life, fortune, and reputation rather than deſiſt 
from his unjuſtifiable purſuit: Indeed his reſent- 
ment was now as deeply concerned as his love, and 
each of theſe paſſions — turbulent and loud 
in demanding gratification. He kept centinels 
continually in pay, to give him notice of her out- 
goings, in expectation of finding ſome opportuni- 
ty to her off; but her circumſpection entirely: 
fruſtrated this deſign; for ſhe ſuſpected every thing 
of that fort ſrom a diſpoſition like his, and regula- 
ted her motions accordingly. 
| Baffled by her prudence and penetration, he al- 
tered bis plan, and, on pretence of being called to 
his country-houſe by ſome affair of importance, he 
departed from London, and taking lodgings at a 
| farmer's houſe, that ſtood near the road through 
which ſhe muſt haya neflarily paſſed, in her return 
to her mother, concealed Hiatſelf from all inter- 
courſe, except with his v alet de chambre and Pipes, 
who had orders to ſcour the country, and recon- 
noitre every horſe, coach or carriage, that ſhould 
appear on that high way, with a view of inten 
ing his Amanda in her paſſage. BY 
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He had waited in this ambuſcade a whole week, 
when his valet gave him notice, that he and his 
fellow · ſcout had diſcovered a chaiſe and fix, dri- 
ving at full ſpeed towards them; upon which, they 
had flapped their hats-over their eyes, ſo as that 
they might not be known, in caſe they ſhould be 
ſeen, and concealed themſelves behind a hedge, 
from whence they could perceive in the carriage, 
as it paſſed, a young man plainly drefſed, with a 
lady in a maſk, of the exact ſize, ſhape, and air 
of Emilia; and that Pipes followed them at a diſ- 
tance, while he rode back to communicate this 
piece of intelligence. 
- Peregrine would ſcarce allow bim time to con- 
elude his information; he ran down to the ſtable, 
where his horſe was kept ready ſaddled for the 
purpoſe, and never doubting that the lady in queſ- 
tion was his miſtreſs, attended by one of her un- 
cle's clerks, mounted immediately, and rode full 
gallop after the chaiſe, which (when he had pro- 
ceeded about two e underſtood from Pipes, 
had put up at a neighbouring inn. Though his 
inclination prompted him to enter her apartment 
without farther delay, he ſuffered himſelf to be 
diſſuaded from taking ſuch a precipitate ſtep, by 
his privy counſellor, who obſerved, that it would 
be impracticable to execute his purpoſe of convey- 
ing her againſt her will from»a public inn, that 
ſtood in the midſt of a populous village, which 
would infallibly riſe in her defence; and adviſed 
him to lie in wait for the chaiſe, in ſome remote 
and private part of the road, where they migiit 
accompliſh their aim without difficulty or danger. 
In conſequence of this admonition, our adventu- 
rer ordered Pipes to reconnoitre the inn, that ſhe 
might not eſcape another way, while he andthe 
valet, in order to avoid being ſeen, took a circuit 
by an unfrequented path, and placed themſelves: 

3 | in 
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in ambuſh, on a ſpot which they choſe for th 
ſcene of their atchievement. Here they tarried a 
full hour, without ſeeing the carriage, or hearing 
from their centinel ; ſo that the youth, unable to 
exert his patience one moment longer, left the fo- 
reigner in his ſtation, and rode back to his faith- 
ful laquey, who aſſured him that the travellers had 
not yet have up their anchor, or proceeded on 
their voyage. 1 8 

Notwithſtanding this intimation, Pickle began 
to entertain ſuch alarming ſuſpicions, that he could 
not refrain from advancing to the gate, and inqui- 
ring for the company which had lately arrived in a 
chaiſe and fix. The inn-keeper, who was not at all 
pleaſed with the behaviour of thoſe paſſengers, did 
not think proper to obſerve the inſtructions he had 
received; on the contrary, he plainly told him, that 
the chaife did not halt, but only entered at one 
door, and went out at the other, with à view to 
deceive thoſe who purſued it, as he gueſſed from 
the words of the gentleman who had eartteſtly de- 
fired, that his route might be concealed from 
any perſon who ſhould inquire about their moti- 
ons. “ As for my qwn peart, meaſter, (con- 
tinued this charitable publican) I believes as ho- 
they are no better than they ſhould be, elſe” 
they wouldn't be in ſuch a deadly fear of being 
overtaken, - Methinks, (faid 1) when I faw them 
in ſuch a woundy pother to be gone, oddshearti- 
kins ]) this muſt be the fame Lundon prentice 
tunning away with his meaſter's daughter, as ſure 
as I'm a living ſoul. But, be he who will, ſartain 
it is, a has nothing of the gentleman about en; 
for thof a axed ſuch a favour, à never once put 
hand in pocket, or ſaid, Dog, will you drink? 
Howſomever, that don't argufy in reverence of 
his being in a hurry ; and a man may be ſome- 
times a little too judgmatical in his conj G_ 
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In all probability, this loquacious landlord would 
have ſerved the travellers effectually, had Peregrine 
heard him to an end; but this impetuous youth, 
far from liſtening to the ſequel of his obſervations, 
interrupted him in the beginning of his career, 
aſking eagerly, which road they followed; and 
having received the inn-keeper's directions, clapp'd 
ſpurs to his horſe, commanding Pipes to make 
the valet acquainted with his courſe, that they might 
attend him with all imaginable difpatch. | 
By the publican's account of their conduct, his 
former opinion was fully confirmed ; he plied his 
ſeed to the height of his mettle, and ſo much was 
his imagination ingroſſed by the proſpect of having 
Emilia in his power, that he did not perceive the 
road on which he travelled, was quite different 
from that which led to the habitation of Mrs, 
Gauatlet. The valet de chambre was an utter 
1 to that part of the country; and as for 
r. Pipes, ſuch conſiderations were altogether ſo- 
leige to the ceconomy of his reflection. | 
Tien long miles had our hero rode, when his 
were bleſſed with the ſight of the chaiſe aſcending 
an hill, at the diftance of a good league; upon 
which, he doubled his diligence in ſuch a manner, 
that he gained upon the carriage every minute, and 
at length approached ſo near to it, that he could 
diſcern the lady and her conductor, with their heads 
thruſt out at the windows, looking back, and ſpeak- 
ing to the driver alternately, as if they earneſtly 
beſought him to augment the ſpeed of his cattle. 
| Being thus, as it were, in fight of port, while 
he croſſed the road, his horſe happened to plunge 
into a cart-rut, with ſuch violence, that he was 
thrown ſeveral yards over his head; and the beaſt's 
ſhoulder being ſlipt by the fall, he found himſelf 
diſabled from plucking the fruit, which was almoſt 
within his reach; for he had left his ſervants at a 
; cOH- 
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conſiderable diſtance behind him; and although 
they had been at his back, and ſupplied him with 
another horſe, they were ſo indifferently mounted 
that he could not reaſonably expect to overtake the 
flyers, who profited ſo much by this diſaſter, that 
the chaiſe vaniſhed in a moment. | | 

It may be eaſily conceived, how a young man of his 
diſpoſition paſſed his time in this tantalizing ſituation; 
He ejaculated with great fervency, but his prayers 
were not the effects of reſignation. He ran back 
on foot with incredible ſpeed, in order to meet his 
valet, whom he unhorſed in a twinkling ; and tak- 
ing his ſeat, began to exerciſe his whip and ſpurs, 
after having order d the ſwiſs to follow him on the 
other gelding, and commit the lame hunter to the 
care of Pipes. 

Matters being adjuſted in this manner, our ad- 
yenturer proſecuted the race with all his might 
and having made ſome progreſs, was informed by 
a countryman, that the chaiſe had ſtruck off into 
another road, and, according to his judgment, 
was by that time about three miles ahead; though, 
in all probability, the horſes would not be able to 
hold out much longer, becauſe they ſeemed to be 
quite ſpent when they paſſed his door. Encoura- 
ged by this intimation, Peregrine puſhed on with 
great alacrity; though he could not regain ſight of 
the defired object, till the clouds of night began to 
deepen, and even then he enjoyed nothing more 
than a tranſient glimpſe ; for the carriage was no 
ſooner ſeen, than ſhrouded again from his view. 
Theſe vexatious circumſtances animated his endea- 
vours, while they irritated his chagrin ; and in ſhorty 
he continued his purſuit till the night was far ad- 
vanced, and himſelf ſo uncertain about the object 
of his care, that he entered a ſolitary inn, with a 
view of obtaining ſome intelligence, and to bis 
infinite joy, perceived the chaſe ſtanding by _ 
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and the horſes panting in the yard. In full eofi- 
dence of his having arrived at laſt at the goal of all 


his wiſhes, he alighted inſtantaneouſly, and running 


up to the coachman, with a piſtol in his hand, com- 
manded him, in an imperious tone, to conduct him 
to the lady's chamber, on pain of death. The 
driver, affrighted at this menacing addreſs, proteſt- 
ed with great humility, that he did not know whi- 
ther his fare had retired ; for that he himſelf was 
paid and diſmiſſed from this ſervice, becauſe he 
would not undertake to drive them all night croſs 
the country, without ſtopping to refreſh his hor- 
ſes: but he promiſed to go in queſt of the waiter, 
who would ſhew him to their apartment. He 
was accordingly detached on that errand, while our 
hero ſtood centinel at the gate, till the arrival of 
his valet de chambre, who joining him by accident, 
before the coachman returned, relieved him in his 
watch; and then the young gentleman, exaſpera- 
ted at his meſſenger's delay, ruſhed with fury in 
his eyes from room to room, denouncing ven- 
geance upon the whole family ; but he did not meet 
with one living ſoul, until he entered the garret, 
where he found the landlord and his wife in bed, 
This chicken-hearted couple, by the light of a ruſh- 
candle that burned on the hearth, ſeeing a ſtranger 
burſt into the chamber, in ſuch a terrible attitude, 
were ſeized with conſternation ; and exalting their 
voices, in a moſt lamentable ſtrain, begg'd for the 


paſſion of Chriſt, that he would ſpare their lives, 


and take all they had. | 

Peregrine, gueſſing from this exclamation, and 
the circumſtance of their being abed, that they miſ- 
took him for a robber, and were ignorant of that 
which he wanted to know, diſpelled their terror, 
by making them acquainted with the cauſe of his 


viſit, and deſired the huſband to get up with all 
- poſſible 
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poſſible diſpatch, in order to affiſt and attend him 


in his ſearch, | | 
Thus reinforced, he rummaged every corner. of 
the inn, and at laſt finding the oſtler in the ſtable, 
was by him informed, {to his unſpeakable mortifi - 
cation) that the gentleman and lady who arrived 
in the chaiſe, had immediately hired poſt-horſes for 
a certain village at the diſtance of fifteen miles, and 
departed without halting for the leaſt refreſhment. 
Our adventurer,mad with his diſappointment, mount- 
ed his horſe in an inſtant, and, with his attendant, 
took the ſame road, with full determination to die, 
rather than deſiſt from the proſecution of his deſign. 
He had, by this time, rode upwards of thirty miles 
ſince three o'clock in the afternoon ; ſo that the 
horſes were almoſt quite jaded, and travelled this 
ſtage ſo lowly, that it was morning before. they 
reached the place of their deſtination, where, far 
from finding the fugitives, he underſtood, that no 
ſuch perſons as he deſcribed. paſſed that way, and 
that, in all likelihood, they had taken a quite con- 
trary direction, While, in order to miſlead him in 
his purſuit, they had amuſed the hoſtler with a falſe 
route. This conjecture was ſtrengthned, by his 
perceiving (now for the firſt time) that he had de- 
viated a conſiderable way from the road, through 
which they muſt have journeyed, in order to ar- 
rive at the place of her mother's reſidence ; and 
theſe ſuggeſtions utterly deprived him of the ſmall 
remains of recollection, which he had hitherto re- 
tained, His eyes rolled about, witneſſing rage and 
diſtraction ; he foamed at the mouth, ſtamped upon 
the ground with great violence, uttered incohe- 
rent imprecations againſt himſelf and all mankind, 
and would have fallied forth again he knew: not 
whither, upon the ſame horſe, which he had al- 
ready almoſt killed with fatigue, had not his conft- 
dent found means to quiet the tumult of his 


A - thought 


240 The ADVENTURES of 


thoughts, and recal his reflection, by repreſenting 
the condition of the poor animals, and adyiſing N 
to hire freſh horſes, and ride poſt acroſs the coun- 
try, to the village in the neighbourhood of Mrs; 
Gauntlet's habitation, where they ſhould infallibly 
intercept the daughter, provided they could get the 
ftart of her upon the road. 

' Peregrine not only reliſhed, but forthwith acted 
in conformity with this good counſel, His own 
horſes were committed to the charge of the land- 
lord, with directions for Pipes, in caſe he ſhould 
come thither in queſt of his maſter ; and a couple 
of ſtout geldings being prepared, he and his valet 
took the road again, ſteering their courſe according 
to the motions-of the poſt-boy, who undertook'to 
be their guide. They had almoſt finiſhed the firſt 
ſtage, when they deſcried a poſt chaiſe juſt halting 
at the inn where they propoſed to change horfes ; 
upon which, our adventurer, glowing with a moſt 
intereſting preſage, put his beaſt to the full ſpeed, 
and approached near enough to diſtinguiſh, (as the 
travellers quitted the carriage) that he had at laft 
come up with the very individual perſons whom he 
had purſued ſo long. 

F Juſhed with the diſcovery, he galloped into the 
yard ſo ſuddenly, that the lady and her conductor 
ſcarce had time to ſhut themſelves up in a chamber, 
to which they retreated with great precipitation 
ſo that the purſuer was now certain of having houſ- 
ed his prey. That he might, however, leave no- 
thing to fortune, he placed himſelf upon the ſtair, 
by which they had aſcended to the apartment, and 
ſent up his compliments to the young lady, deſir- 
ing the favour of being admitted to her preſence, 
otherwiſe he ſhould be obl:ged to wave all ceremo- 
ny, and take that liberty which ſhe would not give. 
The ſervant having conveyed this meſſage through 
the t returned with an anſwer, import- 
ings 
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ing, that ſhe would adhere to the reſolution ſhe 
had taken, and periſh rather than comply with his 
will. Our adventurer, without ſtaying to make 
any rejoinder to this reply, ran up ſtairs, and thun- 
dering at the door for entrance, was given' to 
underſtand by the nymph's attendant, that a blun- 
derbuſs was ready primed for his reception, and 
that he would do well to ſpare him the ne- 
ceſſity of ſhedding blood, in defence of a perſon 
who had put herſelf under his protection. All 
the laws of the land (ſaid he) cannot now untie the 
knots by which we are bound together ; and there- 
fore I will guard her as my own property; ſo that 
you had better deſiſt from your fruitlets attempt, 
and thereby conſult your own ſafety : for, by the 
God that made me I will diſcharge my piece up- 
on you, as ſoon as you ſet your noſe within the 
door; and your blood be upon your own head.” 
Theſe menaces from a citizen's clerk, would have 
been ſufficient motives for Pickle to ſtorm the 
breach, although they had not been reinforced-by 
that declaration, which informed him of Emilia's 
having beſtowed herſelf in marriage upon ſuch a 
contemptible rival. This ſole conſideration added 
wings to his impetuoſity, and he applied his foot to 
the door with ſuch irreſiſtible force, as burſted it 
open in an inſtant, entering at the ſame time with 
a piſto] ready cock'd in his hand. His antagoniſt, | 
inſtead of firing his blunderbuſs, when he faw him 
approach, ſtarted back, with evident ſigns of ſur- 
prize and conſternation, exclaiming, Lord Je- 
ſus! Sir, you are not the man! and, without 
doubt, are under ſome miſtake with regard to us.“ 

Before Peregrine had time to anſwer this ſaluta- 
tion, the lady hearing it, advanced to him, and 
pulling off a"maſk, diſcovered a face which he had 
never ſeen before. The Gorgon's head, according 
to the fables of antiquity, never had a more inſtan- 
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taneous: or- petrifying effect, then than which this 
countenance produced upon the . aſtoniſhed youth, 
His eyes. were fixed upon this unknown object, ay 
if they had been attracted by the power of inchant- 
ment, his feet ſeemed rivetted to the ground, and 
after having ſtood motionleſs for the ſpace of a few 
minutes, he dropped down in an apoplexy of dif- 
appointment . deſpair. The Swiſs, who had 
followed him, ſeeing his maſter in this condition, 
lifted him up, and laying him upon a bed in the 
next room, let him blood immediately, without 
heſitation, being always provided with a caſe of 
lancets, againſt all accidents on the road. To this 
foreſight our hero, in all probability, was indebted 
for his life. By virtue of a very copious evacua- 
tion, he recovered the uſe of his ſenſes ; but the 
complication of fatigues, and violent tranhows 
which he had undergone, brewed up a dangerous 
fever in his blood; and a phyſician being called 
from the next market- town, ſeveral days elapſed 
before he would anſwer for his life, 


CH AP. LXXXV. 
Peregrine ſends a: meſſage to Mrs. Gauntlet, who 
oF gets his propoſal. He repai rs to the gariſon, 
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T length, 3 his conſtitution overcame 
his diſeaſe, though not before it had in a 
great meaſure tamed the fury of his diſpoſiti- 
on, and brought him to a ſerious conſideration of 
his conduct. In this humilitation of his ſpi- 
rits, he reflected with ſhame and remorſe upon 
his treachery to the fair, the innocent Emi 
lia; he remembered his former ſentiments. in her 
favour, as well as the injunctions of his dying un- 
cle; he recollected his intimacy with her brother, 
againſt which be kad ſo-baſely ſmed ; and revol- 
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ving all the circumſtances of her conduct, found 
it ſo commendable, ſpirited, and noble, that he 
deemed her an object of ſufficient dignity to merit 
his honourable addreſſes, even though his duty had 
not been concerned in the deciſion: but, obligated 
as he was, to make reparation to a worthy family, 
which he had fo groſly injured, he thought he @Guld 
not manifeſt his reformation too ſoon ; and, whene- 
ver he found himſelf able to hold the pen, wrote a 
letter to Mrs. Gauntlet, wherein he acknowledg- 
ed with many expreſſions of forrow and contrition, 
that he had acted a part altogether unbecoming a 
man of honour, and ſhould never enjoy the leaſt 
c—— of mind, until he ſhould have merited 
her forgiveneſs. He proteſted, that although his 
happineſs intirely depended upon the determination 
of Emilia, he would even renounce all hope of 
being bleſſed with her favour, if ſhe could point 
out any other method of making reparation to that 
amiable young lady, but by laying his heart and 
fortune at her feet, and ſubmitting himſelf to her 
pleaſure during the remaining part of his life, He 
conjured her, therefore, in the moſt pathetic man- 
ner, to pardon him, in conſideration of his fincere 
repentance, and uſe her maternal influence with 
her daughter, ſo as that he might be permit- 
ted to wait upon her with a wedding-ring, as 
ſoon as his health would allow him to undertake the 
journey. a edn? mn 
This explanation being diſpatched by Pipes, who 
had, by this time, found his maſter, the youn 
gentleman, inquired about the couple whom he had 
ſo unfottunately purſued, and underſtood from his 
valet de chambre, who learn'd the ſtory from their 
own mouths, that the lady was the, only daughter 
of a rich Jew, and her attendant no other than his 
apprentice, who had converted her to chriſtianity, 
and married her at the ſame time; that this ſecret 
* M 2 having 
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having taken air, the old Iſtaelite had contrived a 
ſcheme. to ſeparate them for ever; and they being 
appriſed of his intention, had found means to elope 
from his houſe, with a view of ſheltering them- 
ſelves in France,, until the affair could be made up; 
that ſeeing three men ride after them with ſuch ea- 
gerneſs and ſpeed, they never doubted that the. 
purſuers were her father, accompanied by ſome 
friends or domeſtics, and on that ſuppoſition had 
fled with the utmoſt diſpatch and trepidation, until 
they had found themſelves happily undeceived, at 
that very inſtant, when they expected nothing but 
miſchief and misfortune : and laſtly, the Swiſs 
gave him to underſtand, that after having profeſſed 
ſome concern for his deplorable ſituation, and en- 
joyed a flight refreſhment, they had taken their 
departure for Dover, and, in all likelihood, were 
ſafely arrived at Paris. | | 

In four and twenty hours after Pipes was charged 
with his commiſſion, be: brought back an anſwer 
from the mother of Emilia, couched in theſe words, 


l. | 

1 Received this favour of yours, and am glad, for 
J your own fake, that you have attained a due 
ſenſe and conviction of your unkind and unchriſ- 
tian behaviour to poor Emy. I thank God, none 
of my children were ever ſo inſulted before. . Give 
me leave to tell you, Sir, my daughter was. no 
upſtart, without friends or education, but a young 
lady as well bred, and better born, than moſt pri- 
vate gentle women in the kingdom: and therefore, 
though you had no eſteem for her perſon, you ought 
to have paid ſome regard to her, family, which, (no 
diſparagement to you, Sit) is more honourable than 
your own. As for your propoſal, Miſs Gauntlet 
will not hear of it, being, that ſhe thinks ker ho- 
nour will not allow her to liſten to any terms of 
F ot 0 7§7r7 
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reconciliation ; and ſhe is not yet ſo deſtitute, as 
to embrace an offer to which ſhe has the leaſt ob- 
jection. In the mean time, ſhe is ſo much _— 
poſed, that ſhe cannot poſſibly ſee compan 
beg you will not take the trouble of wha 
fruitleſs journey to this place. Perhaps your — 
conduct may deſerve her forgiveneſs; and really, 
as I am concerned for your happineſs, which (you 
aſſure me) depends upon her condeſcenſion, | with 
with all my heart it may; n= am e 
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- Frome this epifile; | and the Infornunioh of- his 
neſſengur, our hero learn'd, that his miſtreſs had 
actually «profited by his/wild chace, ſo ag to 
make à ſafe tetreut to her mothet's houſe; and, 
though ſorry to hear of her indiſpoſition, he was 
alſo piqued at her implacability, as well as ſome 
ſtately paragraphs of the letter, in which (he 
thought) the good lady had conſulted her own va- 
nity par oh than her good fenſe. Theſe motives of 
reſentment helped him to bear his diſappointment 
like a philoſopher; eſpecially as he had now quiet- 
ed his conſcience, in-proffering to redreſs the inju- 
ry he had done; and, moreover, found himſelf, 
with regard to his love, in a calm ſtate of hope and 
reſignation. 

A ſeaſonable ſit of innen is an Aud lent medi- 
cine for the turbulence of paſſion. Such a refor- 
mation had tlie fever produced in the axconomy of 
his thoughts, that he moralized like an apoſtle, 
and projected ſeveral Prudential ſchemes for his fu- 
ture conduct; - © 

In the mean time: as Wem as bis health was ſuffi- 
ciently Mag he took a trip to the gariſon, 
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in order to viſit his friends; and learn'd from 
Hatchway's own mouth, that he had broke the ice 
of courtſhip to his aunt, and that his addreſſes were 
now fairly afloat: z/ though when he firſt declared 
himſelf to the widow, — ſhe bad been duly pre- 
pared for the oceaſion, by her niece and the reſt 
of her friends, ſhe had received his propoſal with 
a becoming reſerve, and piouſly wept at the re- 
membtance of her huſband, obſerving, that _ 
ſhould never ineet with his fellow. 
Peregrine promoted the licutenant's ſuit with all 
His influence; and all Mrs. Trunnion' s objections 
to the match being ſurmounted, it was determined, 
that the day of marriage ſhould be put off for three 
months, that her I might not ſuffer by a 
precipitate His next care was to give 
orders for erecting a plain marble monument to the 
memory of, his uncle, on vrhich the following in- 
ſcription, compoſed by the Ne —y 
GE W. e pee 1 0% 
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7 oundered in a fathom and an half, 
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And his upper works decayed, | 
He was ſunk > 
By death's ſuperior weight of meta. 
| Nevertheleſs, 
He will be weighed again 8 
At the Great Day, f 
His rigging refitted, 
And his timbers repaired, 
And, with one broad-fide, 
Make his adverfary 
Strike in his turn. 


C HAP. LXXXVI. * 
He returns to London, and meets with Cadwalla- 
der, who entertains him with a curious dialogue. 


, 


HE young gentleman. having performed. theſe 
© laft offices, in honour of his deceaſed bene- 
factor, and preſented Mr. Jolter to the long: ex- 
pected living, which at this time happened to be 
vacant, returned ts London, and reſumed his for- 
mer gaiety : not that he was able to ſhake Emilia 
from his thoughts, or even to remember her with» 
out violent emotions; for, as he recovered his vi- 
gour, his former impatience recurred, and theres 
fore he reſolved. to plunge himſelf, headlong "inte 
ſome intrigue,” that might engage his paſſions, and 
amuſe his imagination. F 

A man of his accompliſhments could not fail to 
meet with a variety of ſubjects, on which his gal- 
lantry would have been properly exerciſed ; and this 
abundance diſtracted his choice, which at any time 
was apt to be influenced by caprice and whim. 
have already obſerved, that he had lifted his view, 
through a matrimonial perſpective, as high as a lady 
of the firſt quality and diſtinction; and now, that 
he was refuſed by Miſs Gauntlet, and enjoyed a 

little reſpite from the agonies of that flame which 
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her charms had kindled in bis heart, he renewed 
his aſſiduities to her grace; and, though he durſt 
not yet riſk an explanation, enjoyed the pleaſure of 
ſeeing himſelf fo well received in quality of a par- 
ticular acquaintance, that he flattered himſelf with 
the belief of his having made ſome progreſs in her 
heart; and was confirmed in this conceited notion, 
by the aſſurances of her woman, whom, by libe- 
ral largeſſes, be retained in his intereſt, becauſe ſhe 
found means to perſuade him, that ſhe was in the 
confidence of her lady. But, notwithſtanding this 
encouragement, and the ſanguine ſuggeſtions of 
his own vanity, he dreaded the thoughts of expo- 
fing himſelf to her ridicule and reſentment, by a 
premature declaration, and determined to poſtpone 
his addreſſes, until he ſhould be more certified of 
the probability of ſucceeding in his attempt. 
While he remained in this heſitation and fo 
pence, he was one morning very agreeabl ſurpti- 
zed with the appearance of his friend Caberg 
who, by the permiſſion of Pipes, to whom he was 
well known, entered his chamber before he was 
awake, and, by a violent ſhake of the ſhoulder, 
_ diſengaged him from the arms of ſleep. The firſt 
compliments having mutually paſſed, Cadwallader 
gave him to underſtand, that he had arrived in 
town over-night in the Rage-coach from Bath, and 
entertained him with ſuch a ludicrous account of 
his fellow-travellers, that Peregrine, for the firſt 
time ſince their parting, indulged himſelf in mirth, 
even to the hazard of ſuffocation, 
This relation was confined to a curious dialogue 
that paſſed betwixt a woolen-draper. and his wife, 
who were his only companions during the beſt part 
of the journey. The lady labouted under à Dia- 
betes, in conſequence of having uſed the Waters 
injudiciouſly for another complaint; and, that ſhe» 
might not be an impediment to the carriage, by 
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ordering it to halt, as often as ſhe ſhould have oe 
caſion to diſembogue, ſhe had provided herſelf 
with a leathern convenience, which her huſband - 
carried in the pocket of his great ct; conveying 
it privately to her, when ſhe found herſelf neceſſi- 
tated to uſe it; and afterwards," taking the oppor- 
tunity to empty it out at the window, when the 
Miſanthrope's head chanced' to be turned another 
Way. 

As this couple etadiriiee with Crabtree, in the 
full perfuaſion of his being utterly" bereft of the 
ſenſe of hearing, they kept no fort of reſerve” in 
their converſation ;' ànd at laſt” faifly* quartelled, 
on account of the good man's want of alertneſs, 
in handing the commodity, when his help-mate's 
occaſions were ſo extremely preſſing, that her 
flood-gates gave way, before ſhe was prepared for 
the irruption. Smarting with” this diſagreeable 
circumſtance, << Odds lag e! You niticompoop, 
(cried ſhe) you have ne: ſo long about the 
pot, that I have drenched myſelf all over. I 
wiſh to God you had received the ſtream in your 
mouth.“ 1 thank you for your good-will, my 
dear, (anſwered the patient huſband) you would 
promote me to the honour of being a piffing-poſt.”* 
« Pm ſure, (retorted his yoke- fellow, ſaatebing 
the utenſil from bis hand) you are fit for no other 
poſt; and, accordingly, ſuffer ourſelf to be piſsꝰd 
upon by every body. Witneſs your pitiful beha- 
viour at the 'E. O. table,” when that officer bul- 
lied you out of twenty guineas, which you wan't 
obliged” to pay. There you happen to be 
wide of the matter, (faid the draper) the whole 
company gave it againſt me, as' à fair bett; be- 
ſides, the captain threatened to cut my chroat, 
and I did not chooſe to give him that trouble, 
Cut your throat! (exclaimed the virago) Þ 
would a duct; * action againſt — 
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for putting you in fear of your life,” But you ave. 
a poor tool, good for nothing but ſquandering 
away my money. If you had poſſeſſed ſpirit 
enough to follow my advice, you might have been 
a deputy of the ward, by this time. But, all 
your care is to ſit among your companions of the 
garden, and ſing bunting-fongs, till you get drunk, 
leaving your trade at ſixes and ſevens, and your 
family to go to the dogs.“ 5 
The huſband (pacific as he was) being nettled 
at theſe inſinuations, frankly told her, that bis 
affairs had never proſpered, fince ſhe had perſuaded 
him to ſwear a book - debt againſt a gentleman's ex- 
ecutor, after he had been paid by the deceaſed. 
Upon which, her eyes lightened with fury, and 
ſhe called him a mean - ſpirited ſorry fellow, for up- 
braiding her, a weak woman, with what ſhe had 
done for his own;good. *©* Sirrah, (faid ſhe) I ſup- 
© poſe you would be baſe enough to turn evidence 
againſt me, if you thought you could get any thing 
by the information, though that was the only thing 
you ever did for your poor family. Who is to 
provide for my children, if their father don't!“ 
« And I wiſh, from my heart their father would 
provide for them, / (ſaid the | huſband, irritated 
by the epithets ſhe had uttered.) “ An't you their 
father, Mr; Wiſeacre, (cried the aggreſſor :) 
Ha'n't I brought you five as fine babes as any in 
_ thepariſh ?” „ Les, yes, (replied the other) you 
have brought me ſeveral very fine children, that 
muſt be allowed; but, whether or not they are of 
my begetting, is a queſt ion that J am not quite ſo 
clear about. How fellor! (replied the wife) 
do you doubt my vartue? No, not I, (an- 
ſwered the ſhopkeeper) I have no doubts about the 
matter. It is a long time ſince ſurgeon C—— 
aſſured me, that he would ſuckle upon his _ 
| . ZLF 
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all the children I ſhould ever beget; and I have 
other convincing reaſons to ſupport his opinion. 
Theſe laſt words had ſcarce proceeded from his 
mouth, when -his fweet-blooded ſpouſe, leaving 
her duty and obedience on the left hand, and for- 
getting that ſhe was ſubject to the eye of any un- 
concerned ſpectator, lifted up the machine ſhe ha 
juſt repleniſhed, and made ſuch application with it 
to the forehead of her huſband, as preſſed the two 
ſides of it together, by which means,. the contents 
were ſquirted out in a full ſtream, that played up- 
on the viſage of the aſtoniſhed Miſanthrope; and, 
not ſatisfied with the vengeance ſhe had taken, 
ſhe quitted her weapon, and affaulted him with 
tooth and nail, exclaiming all the time, * Ah? 
you pitiful cuckoldy ſcrub, have you the impudence 
to own to my face, that you married a woman. of 
my character, when you knew your own infirmities ? 
You had a baſe deſign upon my fortune, you ſlave, 
although you was ſenſible that you could never de- 
ſerve it, But, I'll be revenged of you, if there 
be a man to be had for love or money.” : 
Thus, far from attempting to clear herſelf from 
the imputation implied in her huſband's words, ſhe: 
conſtrued his declaration info-an acknowledgment 
of the ill uſage ſhe had ſuffered; and while ſhe 
trumpeted her own wrongs, with great vociferati- 
on, exerciſed her claws with ſuch rancour and 
agility, that the poor draper was fain to roar aloud. 
for aſſiſtance; and as Cadwallader had no inclina- 
tion to interpoſe, he would, in all probability, 
have met with the fate of Orpheus, had not his 
cries reached the ears of the coachman, who de- 
ſcended from his box, and partly by threats, and 
partly by intreaties, put an end to her operations. 
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CHAP, LXXXVIL | 

Crabtree ſounds the ducheſs, and undeceives Pickle, 

who, hy an extraordinary accident, becomes ac- 
 quainted with another lady of quality. 


FYRabtree having rehearſed this adventure, in 
ſuch a peculiarity of manner, as added in- 
finite ridicule to every circumſtance, and repeated 
every ſcandalous report which had circulated at the 
Bath, after Peregrine's departure, was informed 
by the youth, that he harboured a deſign upon the 
perſon of ſuch a ducheſs, and in all appearance had 
no reaſon to complain of his reception ; but, that 
he would not venture to declare himſelf, until he 
fhould be more afcertained of her ſentiments: and 
therefore, he begg'd leave to depend upon the in- 
telligence of his friend Cadwallader, who, he knew, 
was admitted to her parties. 
The Mifanthrope, before he would promiſe his 
aſſiſtance, aſked if his proſpect verged towards 
matrimony? and our adventurer (who gueſſed the 
meaning of his queſtion) replying in the negative, 
he undertook the office of reconnoitring her incli- 
nation, proteſting at the ſame time, that he would 
neyer concern himſelf in any ſcheme, that did not 
tend to the diſgrace and deception of all the ſex, 
On theſe conditions, he eſpouſed the intereſt of 
our hero, and a plan was immediately concerted, 
in conſequence of which they met by accident at 
her grace's table, and Pickle having ftayed all the 
fore-part of the evening, and fat out all the com- 
pany, except the Miſanthrope and a certain widow- - 
lady, who was faid to be in the ſecrets of my lady 
ducheſs, went away, on pretence of an :ndifpenſts 
ble engagement, that Crabtree might have a. pro- 


per opportunity of making him the ſubject of con- 
yerſation, 
Accord - 
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Accordingly, he had ſcarce quitted the apartment, 
when this Cynic attending him to the door, with 
a look of moroſe diſdain, Were I an abſolute 
prince, (ſaid he) and that fellow one of my ſub- 
jets, I would order him to be cloath'd in fack- 
cloth, and he ſhould drive my aſſes to water, that 
his lofty ſpirit might be lowered to the level of 
his deſerts. The pride of a peacock is downright 
ſelf-denial, when compared with the vanity of that 
coxcomb, which was naturally arrogant, but is 
now rendered altogether intolerable, by the repu- 
tation he. acquired at Bath, for kicking a bully, 
outwitting a club of raw ſharpers, and divers other 
pranks, in the execution of which he was more 
lucky than wiſe, But nothing-has contributed ſo 
much to the increaſe of his inſolence and ſelf· con · 
ceit, as the favour he found among the ladies. 
Ay, the ladies, Madam, I care not who knows 
it: the ladies, who (to their honour be it ſpoken 
never fail to patronize foppery and folly, provid 
they ſolicit their encouragement. And yet, this 
dog was not on the footing of thoſe hermaphroditi- 
cal animals, who may be reckoned among the 
number of waiting-women, who air your ſhifts, 
comb your lap-dogs, examine your noſes with 
magnifying glaſſes, in order to ſqueeze out the 
worms, clean your teeth-bruſhes, ſweeten your 
handkerchiefs, and ſoften waſte paper for your 
occaſions. - This fellow. Pickle was entertain 
for more important purpoſes; his turn of duty 
never came till all. thoſe lapwings were gone to 
rooſt ; then he ſcaled windows, leaped over garden- 
walls, and was let in by Mrs. Betty, in the dark. 
Nay, the magiſtrates of Bath complimented him 
with the freedom of the corporation, merely be- 
cauſe, through his means, the waters had gained 
extraordinary credit; for every female of a tolera- 
ble appearance, that went thither on account 17 
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her ſterility, got the better of her complaint, du- 
ring his reſidence at the Bath: and now, the fel- 
low thinks no woman can withſtand his addreſſes. 
He had not been here three minutes, when 1 
could perceive with half an eye, that he had 
marked out your grace for a conqueſt; I mean 
in an honourable way; though the raſcal has 
impudence enough to attempt any thing.” 80 
ſaying, he fixed his eyes upon the ducheſs, who 
(while her face glowed with indignation) turn- 
ing to her confidant, expreſſed herſelf in theſe 
words, Upon my life! I believe there is actu- 
ally ſome truth in what this old Ruffan ſays; I 
have myſelf obſerved that young fellow eying me 
with a very particular ſtare.” It is not to be at 
all wondered at, (ſaid her friend) that a youth of 
his complexion ſhould be ſenſible to the charms of 
your grace; but I dare ſay, he would not preſume 
to entertain any, but the moſt honourable and reſ- 

ful ſentiments.” Reſpectful ſentiments! (cri- 
ed my lady, with a look of ineffable diſdain) if I 
thought the fellow had affurance enough to think 
of me in any ſhape, I proteſt I would forbid him 
my houſe. Upon my honour, ſuch inſtances of 
audacity ſhould induce perſons of quality to keep 
your ſmall gentry at a greater diſtance ; for they 
are very apt to grow impudent, upon the leaſt 
countenance or encouragement.” 
Cadwallader, ſatisfied with this declaration, 
changed the ſubject of diſcourſe, and next day 
communicated bis diſcovery to his friend Pickle, 
(who, upon this occaſion, felt the moſt ſtinging 
ſenſations of mortifying pride, and reſolved to quit 
his proſpect with a good grace. Nor did the exe- 
cution of this ſelf-denying ſcheme coft him one 
moment's uneaſineſs; for his heart had never been 
intereſted in the purſuit, and his vanity triumphed 
in the thoughts of manifeſting his indifference. 
. Accordingly, 
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Accordingly, the very next time he viſited het 
grace, his behaviour was remarkably frank, ſpright- 
ly, and diſengaged ; and the ſubject of love being 
artfully introduced by the widow, who had been 
directed to ſound his inclinations, he rallied the 
paſſion with eaſe and ſeverity, and made 
no ſcruple of declaring himſelf heart- whole. 

Though the ducheſs had reſented his ſuppoſed af- 
fection, ſhe was now offended at his inſenſibility, 
and even fignified her diſguſt, by obſerving, that 
perhaps his attention to his own qualifications 
ſcreened him from the impreſſion of all other ob- 
jets. = | 
- While he enjoyed this ſarcaſm, the meaning of 
which he could plainly diſcern, the company was 
joined by a certain virtuoſo, who had gained free 
acceſs to all the great families of the land, by his 
notable talent of goffipping and buffoonery. He 
was now in the ſeventy-fith year of his age; 
his birth was ſo obſcure, that he ſcarce knew 
his father's name, his education ſuitable to the dig- 
nity of his deſcent, his character publickly whe, ? 
ed with homicide, -profligacy, and breach of truſt z 
yet this man, by the nappy inheritance of impreg- 
nable effrontery, and a lucky proſtitution of all 
principle, in rendering himſelf ſubſervient to the 
appetites of the great, had attained to an indepen- 
dency of fortune, as well as to ſuch a particular 
ſhare of favour among the quality, that although 
he was well known to have pimped for three ge- 
nerations of the nobility, there was not a lady of 
faſhion in the kingdom, who ſcrupled to admit him 
to her toilette, or even to be ſquired by him, in 
any public place of entertainment. Not but that 
this ſage was occaſionally uſeful to his fellow - erea- 
tures, by theſe connexions with people of fortune; 
for, he often undertook to ſolicite charity in be- 
Ae diſtreſſed objects, wich a view of 3 
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zling one half of the benefactions. It was an er- 
rand of this kind that now. ono _ to- = 
houſe of her grace. 

After having ſat a * e he told. the 
company, that he would favour them with a very 
proper opportunity to extend their benovolence, 
for the relief of a poor gentlewoman, who was re- 
duced to the moſt abject miſery, by the death of 
her huſband, and juſt delivered of a couple of fine 
boys. They moreover, underſtood from his infor- 
mation, that this object was daughter of a good fa- 
mily, who had renounced her, in conſequence of 

her marrying an enſign without a fortune; and 
even obſtructed his promotion with all their in- 
fluence and power; a — of barbarity, 
which had made ſuch an impreſſion upon his mind, 
as diſordered his brain, and drove him to deſpair, in 
a fit of which he had made away with himſelf, lea- 
ving his wife then big with child, to all the horrors, 
of indigence and grief. 

Various were the criticiſms on this pathetic pie- 
ture, which the old man drew with great expreſ- 
fion. My lady ducheſs concluded, that ſhe muſt 
be a creature void of all feeling and reflexion, who 
could ſurvive ſuch aggravated miſery ; therefore, 
did not deſerve to be relieved, except in the cha- 
racter of a common beggar; and was generous 
enough to offer a recommendation, by which ſne 
would be admitted into an Infirmary, to which 
her g ace was a ſubſcriber; at the ſame time, ad- 
viſing the ſollicitor to ſend the Twins to the Found- 
ling-hoſpital, where they would be carefully nurſed: 
and brought up, ſo as to become uſeful members 
of the commonwealth. Another lady, with all 
due deference to the opinion of the ducheſs, was 
free enough to blame the generoſity: of her grace, 
which would only ſerye to encourage children 
in heir diſobedience to their parents, and * 
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be the means not only of prolonging the diſtreſs of 


the wretched creature, but alſo of ruining the con- 
ſtitution of ſome young heir, perhaps the hope of 
a great family ; for, ſhe did ſuppoſe that madam, 
when her month ſhould be up, and her brats diſpoſed. 
of, would ſpread her attractions to the public, (pro- 
vided ſhe could profit by her perſon) and, in the 
uſual way, make a regular progreſs from St. James's 
to Drury-lane. She apprehended, for theſe reaſons, 
that their compaſſion would be moſt effectually 
ſhewn, in leaving her to periſh in her preſent ne- 
ceffity ; and that the old gentleman would be un- 
pardonable, ſhould he perſiſt in his endeayours to 
relieve her. A third member of this tender-heart- 
ed ſociety, after having aſked if the young woman 
was handſome? and being anſwered in the nega- 
tive, allowed, that there was a great deal of reaſon 
in what had been ſaid by the honourable perſon 
who had ſpoke laſt; nevertheleſs, ſhe humbly. con- 
ceived, her ſentence would admit of ſome mitigati- 
on. „Let the bantlings (faid ſhe) be ſent to the 
hoſpital, according to the advice of her grace, and 
a ſmall collection be made for the preſent ſupport 
of the mother; and when her health is recovered, I 
will take her into my family, in quality of an upper- 
ſervant, or medium between me and my woman z 
for, upon my life ! I can't endure to chide, or give 
directions to a creature, who. is, in point of birth 
and education, but one degree above the vulgar.” 
This propoſal met with univerſal approbation. 
The ducheſs (to her immortal honour) began the 
contribution with a crown; ſo that the reſt of the 
company were obliged to reſtrict. their liberality 
to half the ſum, that her grace might not be at- 
fronted ; and the propoſer demanding, the poor 
woman's name and place of abode, the old me- 
diator could not help giving her lady ſhip a verbal 
Aeitcection, 
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direction, though he was extremely mortified (on 
more accounts than one) to find ſuch an iſſue to 
his ſolicitation. | 15 
Peregrine, who, though humorous as winter, had 
a tear for pity, and an handepen as day, for melt. 
ing charity, was ſhocked at the nature and reſult 
of this ungenerous conſultation. He contributed 
his half-crown, however ; and retiring from the 
company, betook himſelf to the lodgings of the 
forlorn lady in the ſtraw, according tothe direction 
he had heard. Upon inquiry, he underftood, 'that 
ſhe was then viſited by ſome charitable gentlewo- 
man, who had ſent for a nurſe, and waited the 
return of the meſſenger; and he ſent up his ref- 
pes, deſiring he might be permitted to fee her, 
on pretence of having been intimate with her late 
buſband, | n 
* "Though the poor woman had never heard of his 
name, the did not think proper to deny his requeſt; 
and he was conducted to a paultry chamber in the 
third ſtory, where he found this unhappy widow 
fitting up in a truckle-bed, and ſuckling one of her 
infants with the moſt piteous expreſſion of anguiſh 
in her features, which were naturally regalar and 
ſweet, while the other was fondled on the knee of 
a perſon, whoſe attention was ſo much engroffed 
by her little charge, that for the preſent the could 
mind nothing elſe: and it was not till after the firſt 
compliments paſſed betwixt the hapleſs mother and 
our adventurer,. that he perceived the ſtranger's 
countenance, which inſpired him with the higheſt 
eſteem and admir..tion. He beheld all the graces 
of elegance and beauty, breathing ſentiment 
and beneficence, and ſoftened into the moſt in- 
chanting tenderneſs of weeping ſympathy : and 
when he declared the cauſe of his viſit, which 
was no other than the deſire of befriending the 
diſtreſſed lady, to whom he preſented a banks 
note 


note for twenty pounds, he was favoured with ſuch 
a look of complacency by this amiable phantom, 
who might have been juſtly taken for an angel 
miniſtering to the neceſſities of mortals, that his 
whole ſoul was tranſported with love and vene- 
ration. Nor was this prepoſſoſſion diminiſhed by the 
information of the widow, who after having mani- 
felted her gratitude in a flood of tears, told him, 
that the unknown object of his eſteem was a per- 
ſon of honour, who — heard by accident of 
her deplorable ſituation, had immediately obeyed 
the dictates of her humanity, and come in perſon 
to relieve her diſtreſs; that ſhe had not only ge- 
nerouſly ſupplied her with money for preſent ſuſ⸗ 
tenance, but alſo undertaken to provide à nurſe 
for her babes, and even promiſed to favour her 
with protection, ſhould / ſhe | ſuryive her 

oly ſituation. To theſe articles of intelli- 
gence the added, that the name of her benefaQrels 
was the celebrated lady , to whoſe character 
the youth was no ſtranger, though he had never 
ſeen her perſon before. The killing edge of her 
charms was a little blunted by the accidents of 
time and fortune; but no man of taſte and ima- 
gination, whoſe nerves were not quite chilled with 
the froſt of age, could; even at that time, look 
upon her with impunity: and as*Peregrine ſaw 
her attractions heightened by the tender office in 
which ſhe was engaged, he was ſmitten with her 
beauty, and fo raviſhed with her compaſſion, that 
he could not ſuppreſs his emotions, but applauded 
ber benevolence with all the warmth of enthuſiaſm. 
Fer ladyſhip received his compliments with great 
politeneſs and affability; and the occaſion on which 
they met being equally intereſting to both, an ac- 
quaintance commenced between them, and they 
concerted meaſures for the benefit of the widow 
and her two children, one of whom our hero be- 
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ſpoke for his own godſon; for Pickle was not fo 
obſcure in the beau monde, but that his fame had 
reached the ears of this lady, who therefore, did 
not ene his advances towards her friendſhip 
All che particulars relating e "lid vo 
ing adjuſted, he attended her ladyſhip to her own 
houſe ; and, by her converſation, had the -pleaſure 
of finding her underſtanding ſuitable to her other 
. Sar Nor had the any reaſon to think, 
that our hero's qualifications had been r 
by common report. 
One et their adopted children died before it was 
baptized; ſo that their care concentered in the 
other, for whom they ſtood ſponſors; and under- 
flanding that the old agent was become trouble- 
ſome in his viſits, to the mother, to whom he now 
began to adminiſter ſuch counſel as ſhocked: the de- 
licacy of her virtue, they removed her into another 
lodging, where ſhe would not be expoſed te his 
machinations; and in leſs than a month, our hero 
learn'd from a nobleman of his acquaintance, that 
the hoary- pandar had actually engaged to procure 
for him, this poor afflicted gentlewoman and be- 
ing fruſtrated in his intention, ſubſtituted in het 
room a nymph from the purlieus of Covent-gar- 
den, that made his lordſhip laps: Nu for Gs 
favours ſhe beſto wet. noir 
Mean while, Peregrine cultipated his Ad ac- 
quaintance with all his art and aſſiduity, preſuming, 
from the circumſtance of her reputation and fate, 
as well as on the ſtreng th of his-own:merit,-that, 
in time, he ſhould be able to indulge that paſſion 
which had begun to glow within his breaſt. 
As her lad vſhip bad undergone a vaſt variety ot 
fortune and . which he had heard indiſ- 
ſtinctly related, with numberleſs errors and miſre- 
3 he was no ſooner intitled/by the ſa- 
085; 1 
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miliarity of communication, to aſk ſuch 4 favour, 
than he earneſtly intreated her to entertain him 


with the particulars of her ſtory; and, by dint of 
importunity, ſhe was at 5 prevailed upon (in 


a ſelect party) to (ah we in theſs 


words. 


CH AP. Pa uo 
The memuirs of a lady of n 


92 the circumſtances of the ſtory which I am 
going to relate, you will be convinced of my 
candour, while you are informed of my indiſcre- 
tion; and be enabled, I hope, to perceive, that 
bowſbever my head may have erred, . heart — N 
always been uncorrupted, and that I have been 
unhappy, becauſe I loved, and was a woman." - © * 

] believe I need not obſerve, that I'was the only 
child of a man of good fortune, who indulged 
in my infancy, with all the tenderneſs: of 
affection; and when I was ſix years old, ſent me 
to a private ſchool, where I ſtayed till my age was 
doubled, and N ſuch a favourite, that I was 
(even in thoſe early days) carried to all the places 
of public Aachen the court itſelf not excepted : 
an indulgence that flattered my love of pleaſure, to 
which I was naturally addicted, and "encouraged 
thoſe, ideas of vanity and ambition, which #pring 
up ſo early in the human mind. 

I was lively and good natured, my imagination 
apt to run riot, my heart liberal and diſintereſted; 
though I:was. ſo obſtinately attached to my own 
opinions, that I could not well brook contradic- 
tion; and in the whole of my diſpoſition, reſem · 
bled that of Famy adde ſth: as deſcribed by 
Shakeſpear. 

In my thinenth year I went wi „ Bath, where 1 
was firſt introduced into the world as a woman, 
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having been intitled to that privilege by my perſon; 
which was remarkably tall for my years ; and there 


my | fancy was quite captivated by the variety 


of diverſions in which I was continually engaged: 
not that the parties were altogether new to me, 
but becauſe I now found myſelf conſidered as a 
perſon of conſequence, and. ſurrounded by a croud 
of admirers, ' who caufted my. acquaintance, and 
fed my yanity with praiſe and adulation. - In ſhort, 
whether or not I deſerved their encomiums, I 
leave the world to judge; but my perſon was 
commended, and my talent in dancing met * 
univerſal applauſe. No wonder then, that every 
thing appeared joyous. to a young creature, who 
was ſo void of experience and diſſimulation, that 
ſhe believed: every body's heart as ſincere as her 
own, and every object ſuch as it appeared to be. 

Among the ſwains who ſighed, or pretended to 
ſigh for me, were two that bore a pretty equal 


ſhare of my favour; (it was too, ſuperficial to 


deſerve the name of love.) One of theſe was a 


Forward. youth of ſixteen, extremely handſome, 


lively, and impudent, who attended in quality of 
page upon the princeſs Amelia, who ſpent that ſea · 
ſon at the Bath; the other was a Scotch nobleman 
turned of thirty, who was graced with a red rib- 
bon, and danced particularly well, two qualifica- 
tions of great weight with a girl of my age, whoſe 
eart was not deeply intereſted in the cauſe. Ne- 
vertheleſs, the page prevailed over this formidable 
rival; though our amour went no farther than a 
— flirting, and ceaſed intirely when I left the 
E. an A TIONS, 
Next year, however, I reviſited this agreeable 
ſcene, and paſſed my time in the ſame circle of 
amuſementy; in which, indeed, each ſeaſon at 
Bath is exactly reſembled by that which ſucceeds, - 
allowing for the difference of company, which is 
off continually 
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continually varying. There I met with the ſame 


incenſe, and again had my favourite, who was, a 
North Briton, and captain of foot, near forty 
years of age, and a little lame, an impediment 
which I did not diſcover, until it was pointed out 
by ſome of my companions, who rallied me upon 
my choice. He 
amorous, had a good countenance and an excel- 
lent Underſſanding, poſſeſſed a great deal of art, 
and would have perſuaded me to marry him, had 
I not been reſtrained by the authority of my fa- 
ther, whoſe conſent was not to be en ia 
favour of a Man of his fortune. 

At the ſame time, many propoſals of marriage 
were made to my parents; but, as they came 
from people whom I did not like, I rejected 
them all, being determined to refuſe every man 
who did not make his addreſſes to BL in per- 
ſon, becauſe I had no notion of marrying for any 
thing but love. 

Among theſe formal propoſers was a Scottiſh 

earl, whoſe pretenſions were broke off by ſome 
difference about ſettlements ; and the fon of an 
Engliſh baron, with whom my father was in trea- 
ty, when he carried me to town, on a viſit to a 
young lady, with whom I had been intimate from. 
my infancy. She was juſt delivered of her. firſt 
ſon, for whom we. ſtood ſponſors; ſo that this oc- 
caſion detained us a whole month, during which, 
I went to a ball at court on the queen's: birth=. * 
day, and there, for the firſt time, felt what love 
and beauty were. 

The ſecond ſon of duke —, who had juſt 
returned from his travels, was dancing with hes 
princeſs royal, when a young lady came and deſi- 
red me to 80 and lee a ſtranger, whom all the 
world admired : upon which, I f followed her into 
te cixcle, and obſerved this obje®. of admiration 


was always chearful, and very 
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He was dreſſed in a coat of white cloth, faced with 
blue ſattin embroidered with filver, of the fame 
piece with his waiſtcoat ; his fine hair hung down 
his back in ringlets below his waiſt, and his hat 
was laced with filver, and garniſhed with a white 
feather ; dut his perſon beggared all deſerip- 
tion. He was tall and ' graceful, neither corpu- 
lent nor meagre, his limbs finely proportioned, his 
countenance open and majeſtic, his eyes full of 
ſweetneſs and vivacity, his teeth regular, and his 
pouring lips of the complexion of the damaſk roſe. 
n ſhort, he was formed for love, and inſpired it 
wherever he appeared; nor was he a niggard of 
his talents, but ſiberally returned it; at leaſt what 
paſſed for ſuch : for he had a flow of gal- 
lantry, for which many ladies of this land can 
vouch from their own experience : but he exclaim- 
ed againſt marriage, becauſe he had, as yet met 
with no woman, to whoſe charms he would fur- 
render his liberty, though a princeſs of France, 
and a lady of the ſame rank in „were ſaid 
to be, at that time, enamoured of his perſon. * 
I went home, totally ingroſſed by his idea, flat - 
tering myſelf, that he had obſerved me with ſome 
attention; for I was young and new, and had the 
fortune to attract the notice and approbation 
of the queen herſelf. e ern, 
Next day, being at the opera, I was agreeably 
furpriſed with the appearance of this amiable ſtran- 
ger, who no ſooner ſaw me enter, than he ap- 
ed ſo near to the place where I ſat, that I 
overheard what he ſaid to his companions; and 
was ſo happy as to find myſelf the ſubje& of his 
diſcourſe; which abounded with rapturous expreſ- 
ſions of love and admir ation. 
I could not liſten to theſe tranſports without 
emotion; my colour changed, my heart throbbed 
with unuſual violence, and mine eyes. betrayed 
21 1 2 my 
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my inclinations in ſundry favourable glances, which 
he ſeemed to interpret aright, though he could not 
then avail himſelf of his ſucceſs, ſo far as to com- 
municate his ſentiments by ſpeech, becauſe we were 
ſtrangers to each other. 4 | , 

] paſſed that night in the moſt anxious ſuſpence, 
and ſeveral days elapſed, before 'T'faw him again. 
At length, however, being at court on a ball- 
night, and determined againſt dancing, I perceived 
him among che croud, and, to my unſpeakable 
joy, ſaw him advance with my lord 7 —, who 
introduced him to my acquaintance. He 'foon 
found means to alter my reſolution ; and I con- 
deſcended to be bis partner all the evening; du- 
ring which, he declared his paſſion in the moſt 
tender and perſuaſive terms that real love could 
dictate or fruitful imagination invent. 

believed his proteſtations becauſe I wiſhed 
them true, and was an unexperienced girl of fiſteen. 
I compiied with his earneſt requeſt of _ per- 
mitted to viſit me, and even invited him to break - 


faſt next morning; ſo that you may imagine (I 


ſpeak to thoſe that feel) I did not, that night en- 


of my ſpirits, that I roſe at fix to receive him at 
ten, I dreſſed myſelf in a new pink fattin-gown 
and my beſt laced night-cloaths, and was fo ani- 
mated by the occafion, that if ever I deſerved a 
compliment upon my looks, it was my due at this 
meeting. - . 

The viſhed- for moment came, that brought 
my lover to my view: I was overwhelmed with 
jay, modeſty, and fear of I knew not what. "We 
ſat down to breakfaſt, but did not eat. He re- 
newed his addreſſes with i. reſiſtivle eloquence, 
and preſſed me to accept of his hand, without 
farther heſitation : but to ſuch a precipitate ſtep, * 


W na 1 to decency, — 
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joy much repoſe. Such was the hurry and flatter ' 
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well as to that duty which I owed to my father, 
whom TI tenderly loved. ene 
Though I. withſtood this premature propoſal, 
I did not attempt to diſguiſe the ſituation of my 
thoughts; and thus commenced, a tender corref- 
ndence,. which was maintained by letters while 
| remained in the country, and carried on (when I 
was in town} by private interviews, twice or thrice 
a week, at the houſe of my miliner, where ſuch 
endearments paſſed as refined and happy lovers 
know, and others can only gueſs. Truth and in- 
nocence prevailed on my fide, while his heart was 
fraught with ſincerity and love. Such frequent 
intercourſe created an intimacy which I began to 
think dangerous, and therefore yielded to his re- 
peated Jebre, that we might be united for ever: 
nay, I reſolved to avoid him, until the day ſhould 
be fixed, and very innocently (though not very 
wiſely) told him my reaſon for this determination, 
which was no other than a conſciouſneſs of my in- 
capacity to refuſe him any thing he ſhould demand 
as a teſtimony of my love. | 
The time was accordingly appointed, at the di- 
ſtance of a few days, during which I intended to 
bave implored my father's conſent, though I had 
but faint hopes of obtaining it; but, he was by 
ſome means or other apprized of our deſign, before 
J could prevail upon myſelf to make him acquaint- 


ed with our purpoſe. | I had danced with my lover 
at the Ridotto on the preceding evening, and-there, 


perhaps; our eyes betrayed us. Certain it is, ſe- 


veral of lord W——m's relations, who diſappro- 


yed of the match, came up and rallied him on his 
paſſian 5 lord S——k in particular, uſed this re- 
markable expreſſion, ** Nephew, as much love as 
you pleaſe, but no matrimony.” 2 
Next day, the prieſt being prepared, and the 
bridegroom waiting for me at the appointed place, 
| 7m 
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in all the tranſports of impatient expectation, I ; 
was, without any previous warning, carried into 
the country by my father, Who took no notice of 
the intelligence- he had received, but decoyed me 
into the coach, on pretence of taking the air; and 
when we had proceeded as far as Turnham green, 
gave me to underſtand, that he would dine i in chat 
place. 
There was no remedy: 1 was obliged to bear 
my diſappointment, though with an aching heart, 
and followed him up ſtairs into an apartment, 
where he told me he was minutely informed of 
my matrimonial ſcheme. I did not attempt to 
diſguiſe the truth, but aſſured him, while the 
tears guſhed from my eyes, that my want of cou- 
rage alone had hindered me from making him 
privy to my paſſion ; though owned, I ſhould 
have married lord W. m, even though he had 
diſapproved of my choice. I reminded him of the 
uneaſy life I led at home, and frankly acknow- 
ledged, that.I loved 'my admirer too well to live 
without him; though if he would favour me with 
his conſent, 1 would defer my intention; and 
punctually obſerve any day he d fix for our 
nuptials. Mean while, I begged he would permit 
me to ſend a meſſage to lord W——m, who was 
waiting in expectation of my coming, and might 
(without ſuch notice) imagine I was playing the 
jilt. He granted this laſt requeſt; in conſequence 
of which, I ſent a letter to my lover, who, when 
he received it, had almoſt fainted away, believing | 
that I ſhould be locked up in the country, nd 
ſnatched for ever from his arms. Tortured with. 
theſe apprehenſions, he changed cloaths immedi- 
ately, and taking horſe, reſolved to follow me whi · 
therſoever we ſhould go. 
After dinner, we proceeded as far as Brentford, 
bene we lay, intending to be at my father's 
NA I — 
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u next nig! t; and my eee 
ay Ee ſame e every expedient” his 
F could ſuggeſt, to procure an interview} 
but all his endeavours, were unſucceſ-ful 5; becauſe 
I, who little dreamed of his being ſo near, had 
gone to bed upon our firſt arrival, overwhelmed 
with afflicti n aud tears. | 
In the morning I threw myſelf at my father's 
feet, and conjured him by e e f paternal 

n, to indulge me with an opportunity of 
ſeeing my admirer once more, before I ſhould be 
conveyed from his wiſhes. The melancholy con- 
dition in which I preferred this ſupplication, mel- 
ted the tender hcart of my parent, who yielded to 
my ſolicitation, and carried me back to town, for 
that purpoſe. 

Lord Wm, who had watched our moti- 
ons, and arrived. at his awn lodgings, before we 
alighted, at my. father's houſe, obeyed my ſum- 
mons on. the inſtant, and. appeared before Ha like 
an angel. Our faculties were, for ſome minutes, 
ſuſpended by a conſict of grief and joy. At 
length, I recovered the uſe of ſpeech, and ga'e 
him to underſtand, that I was come to town, in 
order to take my leave of him, by the permiſſion 
of, my father, 4 I had 4 to attend into 
the country next day, before he wauld. conſent to 
my return; the chief cauſe and pretence of Which, 
was my earneſt deſire to.convince him, that 1 was 
not to blame for the diſappointment he had ſulſer- 
ed, and. that. I. ſhould ſoe him, again in a month, 
when the nuptial knot ſhauld. be tied: in ſpite of nn 
oppoſition, 

My, lover; who was better acquainted with Fer 
| world, bad well nigh. run: diſtracted, with this 
information. He ſwore he would not leave me, 
until I ſhould. promiſe, to meet and marry him. 
Re dey 3 or, if. I refuſed! to grant [as FOO 
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he would immediately leave the kingdom, to which 
he would never more return ; an before his de- 


parture, ſacrifice lord 8 B-——, ſon to 
the duke of 8 A- » who was the only per- 
ſon upon earth who could have betrayed us to 
my father, becauſe he alone was truſted with the 
ſecret of our intended marriage, and had actu- 
ally undertaken to give me away; an office which 
he afterwards declined. Lord W——m alſo 
affirmed, that my father decoyed me into the 
country, with a view of cooping me up, and ſe- 
_ me intirely from his view and corref- 
pondence. 

In vain I pleaded my father's well. en ten- 
derneſs, and uſed all the arguments I could recok 
lect to divert him f om his revenge upon lord 
H He was deaf to all my repreſentations, 
and nothing, F found, would prevail — him 3 
ſuppreſs his reſentment, but a K . 
to c with his former defire. I 2 im, 1 
would hazard every thing to make him mah, 
but could not, with any regard to my duty, take 
ſuch a ſtep, without the knowledge of my pas» 
rent; or, if I were ſo inclined, it would be im- 
practicable to elude his vigilance and ſuſpicion. 
However, he employed ſuefr pathetic remonſtran- 
ces, and retained lch a erful advocate within 
my own breaſt, that before we parted, I affured 

him; my whole power ſhould be exerted for hg 
ſatisfaction; and he ſignified his reſolution of ſitting 


up all night, in expectation of ſeeing me at his 
lodgings. 

He had no ſooner retired, than I went into the 
next room, and defired my father to fix a day for 
the marriage; in which cafe, I would chearful 
wait upon him into the country; whereas, fhou 
he deny my requeſt, on pretence of ſtaying for the 
conſent of. my lover's relations, which was very 

N 3 uncertain 


250 "The: ADvEnTURES of! 
uncertain, I would, ſeize the firſt opportunity of 
marrying lord W m, coſt what it would. He 
conſented to the match, but would not appoint a 
day ſor the ceremony, which he propoſed to defer 
until all parties ſhould be agreed ; and ſuch, a, fa- 
vourable criſis, I feared, would never happen. 

I therefore reſolved within myſelf to gratify my 
lover's expectation, by eloping, if poſſible, that 
very night; though the execution of this plan was 
extremely difficult, becauſe my father was upon the 
alarm, and my own maid, who was my bedfellow, 
altogether in his intereſt. Notwithſtanding theſe 
n e found means to engage one of 
the houſe-maids in my behalf, who beſpoke an 
hackney-coach, to be kept in waiting all night; 
and to bed I went with my Abigail, whom. (as 1 
had not cloſed an eye) I waked about five in the 
morning, and ſent to pack up ſome things for our 
intend a; journey. 

While ſhe was thus employed, I got up, and 
huddled on my cloaths, ſtanding upon my pillow, 
leſt my father, who lay! in the chamber below, 
ſhould hear me afoot, and ſuſpect my deſigng. 

Having drefled myſelf with great diſpateh and 
diſorder, I lounced down flairs, ſtalking as heavi- 
ly as I could tread, that he might miſtake me for 
one of the ſervants ; and my confederate opening 
the door, I ſallied out into the ſtreet, tho* I knew 
not which way to turn, and, to my unſpeakable 
mortification, neither coach nor chair appeared. 

Having travelled on foot a good way, in hope of 
finding a convenience; and being not only diſap- 
pointed in that particular, but alſo bewildered in 
my peregrination, I began to be exceedingly alar- 
med with the apprehenſion of being met by ſome 
perſon who might know me; becauſe, in that caſe, 
my deſign would undoubtedly have been diſcove- 
red, from every circumſtance of my appearance at, 

| that 
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that time of day; for I had put on the very cloaths 
which I had pulled off over night, ſo that my dreſs 


was altogether odd and peculiar : - my ſhoes were 


very fine, and over a large hoop I wore a pink fat- 
tin quilted petticoat trimmed with filver, which 
was partly covered by a white dimity night gown, 
a full quarter of a yard too ſhort : my handkerchief 
and apron were hurried on without pinning ; my 
night-cap could not contain my hair, which hung 
about my ears in great diſorder, and my counte- 
nance denoted a mixture of hope and fear, joy and 
ſhame, | me 4 M65 

In this dilemma, I made my addreſſes to that 
honourable member of ſociety a ſhoe-black, whom 
I earneſtly intreated to provide me with a coach 
or chair, promiſing to reward him liberally for 
his trouble; but he having the misfortune to be 
lame, was unable to keep up with my pace; fo 
that, by his advice and direction, I went into the 
firſt public-houſe I found open, where I ſtayed 
ſome time, in the utmoſt conſternation, among a 
crew of wretches whom I thought proper to bribe 
for their civility, not without the terror of being 
ſtripped. At length, however; my meſſenger re- 
turned with a chair, of which I took immediate 
poſſeſſion; and fearing that, by this time, my fa- 
mily would be alarmed, and fend directly to lord 
W-——m's lodgings, I ordered myſelf to be car- 
_ ried thither backwards, that ſo 1 might paſs undiſ- 
covered. | 8 
This ſtratagem ſucceeded according to my wiſh; 


I ran up ſtairs, in a ſtate of trepidation, to m 
faith ul lover, who called an hackney- coach, in 


which we went to church and were married. 

His fears were then all over, but mine recurred 
with double aggravation : I dreaded the ſight of my 
father, and ſhared all the ſorrow he ſuffered on ac- 
count of my undutiful behaviour: for I loved him 

N 4 with 
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with ſuch piety of affection, that I would; have 
_ endured every other ſpecies of diſtreſs, rather than 
have given him the leaſt uneaſineſs: but love 
(where he reigns in full empire) is altogether ir- 
reſiſtible, ſurmounts every difficulty, and; ſwallows 
up all other conſiderations. This was the. caſe 
with me; and now the irrevocable ſtep was taken, 
my firſt care was to avoid bis fight, With this 
view, I begged that lord W — m would think of 
Tome remote place in the country, to which we 
might retire for the preſent; and he forthwith con- 
ducted me to an houſe on Blackheath, where we 
were very civilly received by a laughter-loving 
dame, who ſeemed to m ftake me for one of her 
own ſiſterhood. 

I no ſooner perce ved her opinion, than I deſi» 
red lord Wm to undeceive her; upon which 
ſhe was made acquainted with the predicament in 
which I ſtood, and ſhewed us into a private room, 
where I called for pen and paper, and wrote an 
apology to my father, for having acted contrary. to 
his will, in ſo important a concern. 

This taſk being performed, the bridegroom gave 
me to underſtand, that there was a neceſſity for our 
being bedded immediately, in order to render the 
marriage binding, leſt my father ſhould diſcover 
and part us before conſummation. I pleaded hard 
For a reſpite till the evening, objecting to the in- 
decency of going to bed before noon ; but he 
found means to invalidate all my arguments, and 
to convince me, that it was now my duty to obey. 
Rather than hazard the imputation of being obſti- 
nate and refractory on the firſt day of my proba» 
tion, I ſuffered myſelf to be led into a chamber, 
which was darkened by my expreſs ſtipulation, that 
my ſhame and confuſion might be the better con- 
cealed, and yielded to the privilege of a dear huſ+ 
3 u 
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Aboat five clock in the afternoon we wore 
ee din, which we had ordered to be ready 
at four ; but ſuch a paultry care had been forget, 
amidſt the tranſports of our mutual bliſs. We 
prey however, and when we came down ſtairs, 

was aſhamed to fee the light of day, or meet the 
eyes of my beloved lord. I eat little, faid leſs, 
was happy, though overwhelmed with confuſion, 
underwent a-thouſand agitations, ſome of which 
were painful, but by far the greater part belonged 
to rapture and delight; we were in the 
_ gratification of our mutual wiſhes, and one all chat 

love can beſtow, and ſenſibility en 
In che twilight, we returned to lord Wah 
lodgings in/ town; where I '\reecived: a letter from 

my father, importing, that he would: never fee me 
again. But there was one circamftance in his man- 
ner of writing, from which I conceived an 
of his fature indulgonce. He had begun 
with his uſual appellation af : Dear: Fan, which 
though it was ecpunged to make way for the word 
Madam, encouraged me to hope that r N 
fondneſs was not yet extinguiſhed; It 

At ſupper; we were viſited by lord W——m's 
youngeſt fiſter, who laughed at us for our inconſi- 
derate match, though, ſhe owned; ſherenvied our 
happineſs, and offered me the uſe of her 
unti} I could retrieve my oom She was a woman 
of a great deal of humbur, plain but genteel, civil, 
friendly, and perfectly well - bred She favouted us 
with her eompany till the nigtir was pretty far ad- 
vanced, and did not take herd leave: ul we remved 
to our IFA o AfHagte it cf fo 
As our lodgings were obiaviezevraieaniibae, 
we' reſolved: to ſee little company; bat this reſblu- 
tion was fruſtrated by the numerous acquaintance 
of lord Wm, whoilet-m half the town g ſo 
that I ran the Abr week among — 
121 g 5 
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ſer of wits, who always delight in teazing a young 
ereature of any note, when ſhe happens to make 
ſuch a ſtolen match. Among thoſe that viſited 
us upon this occaſion, was my lord's younger bro- 
ther, who was at that time in keeping with a rich 
heireſs of maſculine memory, and took that oppor- 
tunity of making a parade. with his equipage, which 
was indeed very magnificent, but altogether diſre- 
garded by us, whoſe happineſs conſiſted in the opu- 
lence of mutual love. 

This ceremony of receiving viſits being perform- 
ed, we went to wait on his mother the 1 of 
H—, who hearing I was an heireſs, readily for- 
gave her ſon for marrying withaut her knowledge 
and conſent, and favouted us with. a very cordial 
reception; inſomuch that, ſor ſeveral months, we 
dined almoſt conſtantly at her table; and I muſt 
own, I always found her unaltered in her civility and 
affection,” contrary to het. general character, which 
was haughty and capricious. She was undoubtedly 
a woman of great ſpirit and underſtanding, but 
ſubject to an infirmity which ' very much man 
and diſguiſes every other qualification. 

n about three weeks after our marriage, — 
fo happy as to obtain the forgiveneſs of my father, 
to whoſe houſe we repaired, in order to pay our re- 
ſpects and ſubmiſſon.: At ſight of me he wept; 
nor did I behold his tears unmoved: my þeart was 
over-charged with: tendernefs aid. ſorrow, for ha- 
ving offended ſuch an indulgent parent; fo that I 
mingled my tears with his, while my dear huſband, 
whoſe ſoul (Rn of the: ſofteſt and gentleſt mould, 
melted with ſympathy at the affecting ſcene. 111 2 
_ Being thus reconciled to my father, we-attend- 

ed him into tlie country whete. we were /received 
by my mother, Who was a ſonſible good woman, 
though not ſuſceptible of love, and there fote lefs 


apt to excuſe a weakneßs, to which the was an ut 
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ter ſtranger. This was likewiſe the cafe with a 
uncle, from whom I had great expectations. He 
was a plain good-natured man,, and treated us 
with great courteſy ; though his notions, in point 
of love, were not exactly conformable to ours, 
Nevertheleſs, I was, and ſeemed to be ſo happy 
in my choice, that my family not only became ſa- 
_ with the match, but exceedingly fond of lord 

— 7:4 

After a ſhort ſtay with them in the country, we 
returned to London, in order to be -introduced at 
court, and then ſet out for the North, on a viſit to 
my brother-in-law the duke of H——, who had, 
by a letter to lord W——m, invited us to his ha- 
bitation; My father accordingly equipped us with 
horſes and money ; for our own finances were ex- 
tremely lender, conſiſting only of a ſmall penſion 
allowed by his grace, upon whom the brothers were 
intirely dependent, the father having died ſuddenly, 
before ſuitable proviſion could be made for his 
younger children. | gel 

When I took my leave of my relations, bidding 
adieu to my paternal home, and found myſelf 
launching into a world of care and trouble, though 
the voyage on which I had embarked was altoge- 
ther voluntary, and my companion the perſon on 
whom I doated to diſtraction, I could not help feel- 
ing ſome melancholy ſenſations, which, however, 
in a little time, gave way to a train of more agree- 
able ideas. I was viſited in town by a'moſt all the 
women of faſhion, many of whom, T perceived 
envied me the poſſeſſion of a man who. had made 
ſtrange havock among their hearts, and ſome of 
them knew the value of his favour. One in particu- 
lar endeavoured to cultivate my friendſhip with fin- 
gular marks of regard; but I thought proper to diſ- 
courage her advances, by keeping within the bounds 
of bare civility; and indeed, to nonè of them _ 
124 a? lavi 


laviſh of my complaiſance; for I dedicated my 
whole time to the object of my affection, ho en- 
roſſed my wiſhes to ſuch a degree, that although 
I was never jealous (becauſe I had no reaſon to be 
ſo) I envied the happineſs of every woman whom 
he chanced at any time to hand into a coach. 
The dutcheſs of ———, who was newly marri- 
ed to the earl of P=—, a particular friend of lord 
W-——n's, carried me to court, and preſented me 
to the queen, who expreſſed her approbation of my 
perſon in very particular terms, and obſerved the 
ſatisfaction that appeared in my countenance with 
marks of admiration ; deſiring her ladies to take 
notice, how little happineſs depended upon wealth, 
fince there was more joy in my face than in all her 
court beſide. * . 
Such a declaration could not fail to querwhelm 
me with bluſhes, which her majeſty ſeemed to be- 
hold with. pleaſure; for ſhe frequently repeated the 
remark, and ſhewed me to all the fereigners of di- 
ſtinction, with many gracious expreſſions of favour, 
She wiſhed lord, W —— m happineſs inſtead: of 
Joy, and was pleaſed to. promiſe, that, ſhe would 
provide for her pretty beggars : and poor enough we 
certainly were in every article but love. Never» 
theleſs, we felt ng neceſſities, but paſſed the ſums» 
mer in a variety, of pleaſures and parties, the great» 
eſt part of which were planned by lord W——m's 
fiſter and another lady, who was at that time miſ- 
treſs to the prime miniſter. The firſt was a wit, 
but homely in her perſon ;, the other, a woman 
of great beauty and, maſculine underſtanding, 
and a particular friendſhip, ſubſiſted between them, 
though they were both lovets of power and admi- 
ration. | Lund 
This lady, who ſat at the helm, was extremely 
elegant as well as expenſive in her diverſions, in 
Popy of. lug np 2008. ee, PEER 
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her parties upon the water, which were contrived - 
in all the magnificence of taſte. In the courſe of 
theſe amuſements, a trifling circumſtance —— 
which 1 ſhall relate as an inſtance of that j 
ſenſibility which characteriſed lord W —'s die. 
ſition. A large company of ladies and 
having agreed to dine at Vauxhall, and ſup at 
Marblehall, where we propoſed to conclude the 

evening with a dance, one barge being inſufficient 
to contain the whole c we were divided 
by lots; in co of which, my huſband 
and I were parted. This foparation was equal- 
ly mortify ing to us both, who, though marri- 
ed, were ſtill lovers; and my was in- 
creaſed, when, I perceived that I was doomed to 
fit by Sir W— Y——, à man of profeſſed 
es for, although. lord W m had, 
before his marriage, made his addreſſes to every 
woman he ſaw, I knew very well he did not de- 
ſire that any perſon. ſhould make love to his 


wife. 
give umbrage, 


That I might-not therefore 
talking to this gallant, I —— with a Sco 
— who, according to common r ee 
had formerly ſighed among — admirers: by 

means, in ſeeking to avoid; one error, I unwit- 
tingly plunged: myſelf into a greater; and diſobli- 
ged lord W-——m ſo much, that he could not 
conceal. his diſpleaſure; nay, fo deeply was he of- 
fended at my conduct, that in the evening, when 
the ball began, he would ſcarce deign to take me 
by the hand in the courſe of dancing, and dart- 
ed ſuch unkind looks as pierced me to the very 
ſoul; and what au ted Lu concern, was m 
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poſſeſſion; though I reſolved to bear without 
complaining. the misfortune I had —_— gpon 
m ſeif. : 

T ſeized the firſt opportunity of ſpeaking to him, 
and thereby diſcovered the cauſe of his- chagrin ; 
but, as there was no time for expoſtulation, the 
miſunderſtanding continued on his fide, with ſuch 
evident marks of uneaſineſs, that every individual of 
the company made up to me, and inquired about 
the cauſe of his diſorder ; ſo that I was fain to amuſe 
their concern, by ſaying that he had been ill the 
day before, and dancing did not agree with his 
conſtitution. So much was he incenſed by this 
unhappy circumſtance of my conduct, which was 
void of all intention to offend him, that he deter- 
mined to be revenged of me, for my indiſcretion, 
and at ſupper, chancing to fit between two very 
handſome ladies, (one of whom is lately dead, and 
the other, at preſent, my neighbour in the coun- 
try) he affected an air of gaictys and openly WO 
ted with them both. 

This was not the only puniſhment he inflited on 
his innocent wife. In the courſe of our entertain- 
ment, we engaged in ſome ſimple diverſion, in 
conſequence of which, the gentlemen were order- 
ed to ſalute the ladies; when lord W-——m, in 
performing this command, unkindly neglected me 
in my turn; and 1 had occaſion for all my diſcre- 
tion and pride, to conceal from the company the 
agonies I felt at this mark of indifference and diſ- 
reſpect. - However, I obtained the victory over 
myſelf, and pretended to laugh at his huſband-like 
behaviour, while the tears ſtood in my 1 and 
my heart ſwelled even to burſting, 

We. broke up about five, after having ſpent 
the moſt tedious evening I had ever known: and 
this offended lover went to bed in a ſtate of ſullen 
Mence and diſguſt, Whatever deſixze I had to 
come 
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come to an explanation, I thought myſelf ſo much 
aggrieved by his unreaſonable prejudice, that I 
could not prevail upon myſelf to demand a confe- 
rence, till after his firſt nap, when my pride giv- 
ing way to my tenderneſs, I claſped him in my 
arms, though he pretended to diſcourage theſe ad- 
vances of my love: I aſked how he could be fo 
unjuſt as to take umbrage at my civility to a man 
whom, he knew, I had refuſed for his ſake. I 
chid him for his barbarous endeavours to awake 
my jealouſy, and uſed ſuch irreſiſtible arguments 
in my own vindication, that he was convinced of 
my innocence, ſealed my acquittal with a kind 
embrace, and We — enjoyed the ſoſt rank 
ports of a fond reconciliation. 

Never was paſſion more eager, delicate, or un- 
reſerved, than that which glowed within our 
breaſts. Far from being cloyed with the poſſeſſion 
of each other, our raptures ſeemed to increaſe with 
the term of out union. When we were parted, 
though but for a-few. hours, by the neceſſary avo- 
cations of liſe, we were unhappy during that brief 
ſeparation, and met again, like lovers who knew 
no joy but in one another's preſence. - How many 
delicious evenings did we ſpend together, in our 
own little apartment, after we had ordered the can 
dles to be taken away, that we might enjoy the 
agreeable reflection of the moon, in a ſine fummetr's 
evening. Such a mild and ſolemn ſcene naturally 
diſpoſes the mind to peace and beneyolence.; but 
when improved with the converſation. of man 
one loves, it fills the imagination with ideas of in- 
eftable delight! Fot my own: part, I can ſaſely ſaꝶ, 

my heart was ſo-wholly ingroſſed by my huſband, 
— I neyer took pleaſure in any diverſions; where 
he was not perſonally concerned n not was I ever 
guilty of one thought repugnant to m duty and 
my love. 
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In the autumn we ſet out for the north, and 
were met on the road by the duke and twenty 
gentlemen, who conducted us to Hin; "where 
we lived in all imaginable ſplendor. His grace, at 
that time, maintained above an hundred ſervants, 
with a band of muſie, which always performed at 
dinner, kept open table, and was viſited by a great 
deal of company. The ceco of his houſe was 
ſuperintended by his eldeſt ſiſter, a beautiful young 
lady of an amiable temper, with whom I ſoon con- 
tracted an intimate friendſhip. She and the duke 
uſed to rally me upon my fondneſs for lord W—m, 
who was a ſort of an humouriſt, and apt to be ia 
a pet, in which caſe he would leave the company, 
and go to bed by ſeven O cloek in the evening 
On theſe occaſions I always difappeared, giving up 
every conſideration to that of pleaſing my hat- 
band, notwithſtanding the ridicule of his relations, 
who taxed me with havi Joiled him with toe 
much indulgence. But how could I expreſs too 
much tenderneſs and condeſcenſion for à man, 
who doated upon me to fuch exceſs, that when 
buſineſs obliged him to leave me, be always 
ſnatched the firſt opportunity to return, and often 
rode , erer en n 


arms. 

Having ſtayed about row months in his 
place, I found myſelf in a fair way of being a 
mother; and that I might be near my on re- 
lations, in ſuch an intereſting ſituation, I and my 
dear companion departed from H——n, not with- 
vut great teſuctance; for I was fond of the Scots 
in who treated me with great hoſpitality 
and reſpect; and n 2 pay me the 
compliment of ſaying, I was one of b d 
wives — which being 
ted for good women. 3 
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father's houſe, was — og return to Scotland, 
to ſupport his intereſt in being elected member of 
ä rlia ment; ſo that he took his leave of me, with 

a full te ĩolution of ſeeing me again, before the 
time of my lyieg- inn; aad all the comfort I ens 
joyed in his abſence, was the peruſal of his letters, 
which | punctually received, together with thoſe 
of his ſiſter, who, from time to time, ſavoured 
me with aſſurances ot his conſtancy and devotion. 
Indeed theſe teſtimonials wete neceſſary to one of 
my diſpoſition; for I was none of thoſe who 
could be contented: with half an heart. I could 
not even ſpare one complacent look to any other 
woman, but expected the undivided homage of 
his love, Had I been (Viſappointed in this expecta- 
_ I ſhould (though a wife) have rebelled: or 

ied. | 
Mean while, my parents treated me with great 
tenderneſs, intending that lord Wm ſhould 
be ſettled in a houſe: of his cwn, and accommo- 
dated with my fortune; and his expectations from 
the queen were very ſanguine, when I was ta- 
ken ill, and delivered of a dead child: an event 
which affected me ſo much, that when I under- 
ſtood the extent of my misfortune, my heart 
throbbed with ſuch violence, that my breaſt could 
ſcarce contain it; and my anxiety being va- 
ted by the abſence of my lord, produced a dans» 
gerous fever, of which he was no ſooner appriſed 
by letter than he came poſt from Scotland; but be- 
fore his arrival, I was ſuppoſed to be in a fair way. 

Duriog this journey, he was. tortured with all 
that terrble ſuſpence which prevails in the minds 
of thoſe who, are in danger of loſing that which is 
moſt dear to them ; and when he entered the houſe, 


was ſo much overwhelmed with apprehenſion, 
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that he durſt not inquire about the ſtate of my 
K 4 13 
As for my part, I never cloſed an eye from the 
time on which I expected his return; and when 
I heard his voice, threw open my curtains and fat 
up in the bed to receive him, though at the 
hazard of my life. He ran towards me with all 
the eagerneſs of paſſion, and claſp'd me in his 
arms; he kneeled by my bed-fide, kiſſed my hand 
a thouſand times, and wept with tranſports of 
tenderneſs and joy. In ſhort, this meeting was 
ſo pathetic, as to overcome my enfeebled conſti- 
tution; and we were parted by thoſe who were 
wiſer than ourſelves, and ſaw that nothing was ſo 
p:oper for us as alittle repoſe, a 

But how ſhall I relate the deplorable tranſition 
from envied happineſs to exceſs of miſery, which 1 
now ſuſtained ! My month was hardly up, when 
my dear huſband was taken ill: perhaps the fa- 
tigue of body as well as mind, which he had un- 
dergone on my account, occaſioned a fatal ferment 
in his blood; and his kealth fell a ſacrifice to his 
love. Phyſicians were called from London; but 
alas! they brought no hopes of his recovery. By 
their advice, he was . removed to town, for the 
convenience of being punctually attended. Every 
moment was too precious to be thrown away; 
he was therefore immediately put into the coach, 
though the day was far ſpent; and I, though ex- 
ceedingly weak, accompanied him in the journey, 
which was performed by the light of flambeaus, 
and rendered unſpeakably ſhocking, by the diſmal 
apprehenſion of loſing him every moment. 

At length, however, we arrived at our lodgings 
in Pall-mall, where I lay by him on the floor, 
and attended the iſſue of his diſtemper, in all the 
agonies of horror and deſpair. In a little time his 
malady ſettled upon his brain, and in his es 
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he ' uttered ſuch dreadful. exclamations, as Were 
ſufficient to pierce the moſt ſavage heart. What 
effect then muſt they have had an mine, which 
was fraught with every ſentiment of the moſt 
melting affection! It was not a common grief 
that took poſſeſſion of my ſoul; I felt all the 
aggravation of the moſt acute diſtreſs. I ſome- 
times ran down to the ſtreet in a fit of diſtracti- 
on: I ſent for the doctors. every minute; I weart- 
ed heaven with my prayersz even now my heart- 
akes at the remembrance of what I ſuffered, and 
I cannot without trembling proceed with the woe- 
ful ſtory. bet el | 

After having lain inſenſible ſome days, he re- 
covered the uſe of ſpeech, and called upon my 
name, which he had a thouſand times repeated, 
while he was bereft of reaſon. All hopes of his 
life were now relinquiſhed, and I was led to his 
bed- ſide to receive his laſt adieu, being directed 
to ſummon all my fortitude, and ſuppreſs my ſor- 
row, that he might not be diſturbed by my agi- 
tation. I collected all my reſolution to ſupport 
me in this affecting ſcene: I ſaw my dear lord in 
extremity ; the beauties of his youth were all de- 
cayed, yet his eyes, though languid, retained un- 
ſpeakable ſweetneſs and expreſſion. He felt his 
end approaching, put forth his hand, and with a 
look full of complacency and benevolence, utter- 
ed ſuch a tender tale——Good heaven | how 
had I deſerved ſuch accumulated affliction ! the 
bare remembrance of which now melts me into 
tears. Human nature could not undergo my ſi- 
tuation, without ſuffering an extaſy of grief! I 
claſped him in my arms, and killed him a thou- 
ſand times, with the moſt violent emotions of 
woe: but 1 was torn from his embrace, and in a 
little time he was raviſhed for ever from my 
VIEW, . 
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On that fatal morning, which put a period to 
his life, I ſaw the ducheſs of L—— approach my 
bed, 'and, from her appearance, concluded- that 
he was no more; yet I begg'd ſhe would not 
confirm the unhappy preſage, by announcing his 
death; and ſhe - accordingly ' preſerved the moſt 
emphatic ſi ence. I got up, and trod ſoftly over 
his head, as if I had been afraid of interrupting 
his repcſe. Alas! he was no longer ſenſible of 
ſuch diſturbance. I was ſeized with a ſtupifica- 
tion of forrow: I threw up the window, and 
looking around, thought the ſun ſhone with the 
moſt diſinal aſpect; every thing was ſolitary, 
chearleſs, and replete with horror. 

In this condition I was, by the direction of my 
friend, conveycd to her houſe, where my - facul- 
ties were ſo overpowered by the load of anguiſh 
which oppreſſed me, that I know not what paſſed 
during the firſt days of my unhappy widowhood : 
this only I know, the kind ducheſs treated me 
with all imaginable care and compaffion, and car» 
ried me to her country-houſe, where I ſtayed 
ſome months; during which, ſhe endeavoured to 
comfort me with all the amuſements, ſhe could 
invent, and laid me under ſuch obligations, as 
ſhall never be eraſed from my remembrance : yet, 
notwithſtanding all her care and concern, I was, 
by my exceſs of grief, plunged into a languiſhing 
diſtemper, for which my phyſicians adviſed me to 
drink the Bath waters, 

In compliance with this preſcription, I went 
thither towards the end of ſummer, and found 
ſome benefit by adhering to their directions; 
though I ſeldom went abroad, except when I vi- 
ſited my ſiſter-in-law, who was there with the 
princeſs; and upon theſe occaſions, I never failed 
to attract the notice of the company, who were 
ſtruck with the appearance of ſuch a young <erea- 
ture 
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ture in weeds, Nor was I free from the perſecu- 
tion of profeſſed admirers; hut being dead to all 
joy, was deaf to the voice of adulation. 

About Chriſt mas, I repaired to my father's 
houſe, ' where my ſot rows were revived by every 
object that "recalled the idea of my dear lamented. 
lord. But theſe melancholy ' refletions I was ob- 
liged/ to bear becauſe I had no other home or ha- 
bitation, being left an unprovided widow, altoge 
ther dependant on the affection of my on family. 

During this winter, divers overtures were made 
to my — by people who demanded me in 
marriage; but my heart was not yet ſufficiently 
weaned from my former. paſſion, to admit the 
thoughts of another maſter. Among thoſe that 
preſented their propoſals, was a certain young 
nobleman, who upon the firſt news of lord lord 
W m's death, came poſt from Paris, in 
order to declare his paſſion. He made his fiiſt 
appearance in a hired chariot and ſix, accompanied 
by a big ſat fellow, whom (as -I afterwards 
learn'd) he had engaged to ſound his praĩſes, with 
the promiſe of a thouſand pounds, in lieu of 
which he paid him with forty. Whether it was 
with a view of ſcreening himſelf from che cold, 
or of making à comfortable. medium in caſe of 
being overturned, and falling under his weighty 
companion, I know not; but certain it is, the . 
carriage was ſtuffed with hay, in ſuch a manner, 
that when he arrived, the ſervants were at ſome 
pains in rummaging and remoiing it, before they 
could came at their maſter, or help him to alight. 
Whenhe was lifted out of the chariot, he ex- 
hibited -2-very ludicrous figure to the view: he 
was a thin, meagre, ſhivering creature, of a low: 
ſtature, with: little black eyes, a long noſe, ſal- 
low complexion, and pitted with te ſmall pox, 
dreſſed in a coat of light brown fi iae, lined! with 
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pink-coloured ſhag, a monſtrous ſolitaire and 
bag, and (if I remember aright) a pair of huge 
jack-boots. In a word, his whole appearance 
was ſo little calculated for inſpiring love, that I 
had (on the ſtrength of ſeeing him once before 
at Oxford) ſet him down as the laſt man on 
earth, whom I would chuſe to wed; and I will 
venture to affirm, that he was, in every particular, 
the very reverſe of my late huſband. | 

As my father was not at home, he ſtayed but 
one evening, and left his errand with my mother, 
to whom he was as diſagreeable as to myſelf; ſo 
that his propoſal was abſolutely rejected; and 
I heard no more of him during the ſpace of three 
whole months, at the expiration of which, I 
went to town, where this mortifying figure pre- 
ſented itſelf again, and renewed his ſuit, offering 
ſuch advantageous terms of ſettlement, that my 
father began to reliſh the match, and W re- 
commended it to my conſideration. 

Lord W m's relations. adviſed me to em- 
brace the opportunity of making myſelf indepen- 
dent; all my acquaintance plied me with argu- 
ments to the ſame purpoſe: I was uneaſy at home, 
and indifferent to all mankind. I weighed the 
motives with the objections, and with reluctance 
yielded to the importunity of my friends. 

In conſequence of this determination, the little 
gentleman was permitted to viſit me; and the 
manner of his addreis did not at all alter the 
opinion I had conceived of his character and un- 
derſtanding. I was even ſhocked at the proſpect 
of marrying a man whom I could not love; and, 
in order to diſburthen my own conſcience, took 
an opportunity of telling him one evening, as 
we ſat oppoſite to each other, that it was not in 
my power to command my affection, and there- 
fore he could not expect the poſſeſſion = my 

. carts 
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heart, lord W m's indulgence having ſpoil - 
ed me for a wife. Nevertheleſs, I would endea- 
vour to contract a friendſhip for him, which 
would intirely depend upon his own behaviour. 
To this declaration he replied (to my great 
\ ſurprize) that he did not defire me to love him, 
my friendſhip was ſufficient; and next day, 
repeated this ſtrange inſtance. of moderation in a 
letter, which I communicated to my ſiſter, who 
laughed heartily at the contents, and perſuaded me, 
that ſince I could love no man, he was the pro- 
pereſt perſon to be my huſband, , 
Accordingly, the wedding cloaths and equipage 
being prepared, the day the fatal day was fixed! 
on the morning of which, I went to the houſe of 
my brother in- law duke H „who loved me 
tenderly, and took my leave of the family; a 
family which I ſhall always remember with love, 
honour, and eſteem. His grace received me in 
the moſt affectionate manner, ſaying at parting, 

+ Lady W— m, if he does not uſe you well, 
&« will take you back zgain.” 3 
The bridegroom and I met at Ox——— chapel, 
where the ceremony was performed by the biſhop 
of W „in preſence of his mother, my fa- 
ther, and another lady; and the nuptial knot 
being tied, we ſet out for my father's houſe in 
he country, and proceeded full twenty miles on 
our journey, before my lord opened his mouth; 
my thoughts having been all that time employed 
on ſomething quite foreign to my preſent ſituation z 
for I was then but a giddy girl of eighteen. At 
length my father broke filence, and clapping his 
lordſhip on the ſhoulder, told him he was but a dull 
bridegroom ; upon which, my lord gave him to un- 
derſtand, that he was out of ſpirits. This dejecti- 
on continued all the day, notwithſtanding the 
_ refreſh» 
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refreſhment of a plentiful dinner, which heieat 


upon the road; and in the evening we arrived at 
tbe. place of deſtination, where we were kindly re- 


ceived by my mother, though ſne had no liking to 


the match; and after ſupper, we retired to our 
apartment. | | No 
It was here that I had occaſion to ' perceive the 
moſt if contraſt between my preſent help- 


mate and my former lord: inſtead of flying to my 


arms with all the eagerneſs of love and rapture, 
this manly repreſentative fat moping in a corner, 
like a criminal on execution-day, and owned he 
was aſhanied to bed a woman, whoſe hand he had 
ſcarce ever touched. | 
J could not help being affected with this puſila- 
nimous behaviour: remembered loĩd W — m, 
while I ſurveyed the object before me, and made 
ſuch a compariſon-as filled me with horror and diſ- 
guſt : nay, to ſuch a degree did my averſion to this 
phantom prevail, that | began to ſweat with an- 
guiſh at the thought of being ſubjected to h's plea- 
fure: and when, after. a long heſitation, he ven- 
tured to- approach me, I trembled as if I had been 
expoſed to the embraces of a rattle-naxe. Nor 
did the effor:s of bis love dimiriſh this antipathy 
his attempts were like the pawings of an imp, ſent 
from hell to teize and torment ſome guilty wretchy 
ſuch as are exhibited in ſome dramatic perform- 
ance, which I never fce acted, without remember- 
ing my wedding night. By fuch ſhadowy, un- 
ſubſtantial, vexatious behaviour, was I tantalized, 
and robbed of my repoſe; and early next mor- 
ning I got up, with a moſt ſovereign cofitempt 
oy my bedſellow, who indulged himielf in bed till 
Having paſſed a few days in this place, I went 
bome- with him to his houſe at Twickenham ; 
ſoon after we were preſented at court, when "the 
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ueen was pleaſed to ſay to lord's mother, 

i did not doubt that we ſhould be. an happy cou- 

bi k e, for I had been x good wiſe to my former huſ-, 
and. 


" Whatever deficienties. I had to complain of j in 6 
15 28 he was not wanting in point of 7 
lit was preſented with, a very fine chariot 
fuIded with ſilver nails, and fuch a profuſion: of 
jewels as furniſhed a joke to-ſome-of my acquain 
12 e, Who obſerved. that IL was formerly queen 2 
hearts, but now metamorphoſed into the queen of 
diamohds. This uncommon ſplendour attracted- 
the eyes and en of m - competitors, : who were 
the more implacab le in th reſentments,. becauſe, 
not ithſtanding my ma I. Was as much as. 
ever followed by the men f gallantry and pleaſure, 
among whom it is a conſtant maxim, that a woman 
never with-holds hes affeclions from: Het, huſband, 
* ut. an intention to ow. them, ſomewhere. 
q 100 appeared without 2 train of admirers, 
20 my Houſe in the country, „ crouded 
With! gay you men of quality. _ 
Among thoſe who. cultivated my "good graces 
_ the gr 7 Mr: 8 {kill and abduity, > 6170 R 
2 and Mr. er to, lord 
The former of whom, e © of his add reſ-. 
ſes, &, treated us, with an entertainment of 1 
ai RNFaces diſpoſed into a dinner, ſupper 
ball ; to which I, at his deſire, invited eleven la- 
dies, whom he paired with the like number of his 
own ſex; (o that the whole company. amounted 
to twenty-four... We were- eps, with. a 
elegant dinner, in an apartment,w hich was altoge · 
ther ſuperb, and ſerved by gentlemen. only, no li- 
ver y-ſervant being. permitted to come within, the. 
deb. In the afternoon we embarked in two ſplen 
did barges, being attended by a band of muſick, in 
a third; and enjoyed a delightful evening upon the 
Vol. II. O river, 
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river, till the twilight, when we returned, and be- 
gan the ball, which was conducted with ſuch ors, 
der and taſte, that mirth and good humour prevai- 
led, and no diſſatisfaction appeared, except in the 
countenance of one old maid, ſince married to a 
ſon of the duke of : , who, tho” ſhe would not 
refuſe to partake of ſuch an -agreeable entertain- 
ment, was diſpleaſed that I ſhould have the honour 
of inviting her. O baleful Envy! thou ſelf-tor- 
menting fend ! How do'ſt thou predominate in all 
aſſemblies, from the. grand gala of a court to the 
meeting of ſimple peaſants at their harveſt home] 
Nor is the prevalence of this ſordid paſſion to be, 
wondered at, if we conſider the weakneſs, pride,. 
and vanity of our ſex. The preſence of one favou- 
rite man ſhall poiſon the enjoyment of a whole 
company, and produce the moſt rancorous I 
betwixt the cloſeſt friends. 

I danced with the maſter of the ball, Who em- 
ployed all the bony of his. eloquence in 2 5 
love ; yet I did not ſiſten to his àddteſſes, for he. 
was ndt to my taſte, tho he poſſeſſed an agreeable 
perſon, and a good acquired underſtanding ; + dus 
he was utterly ignorant of that gentle, prevailing, 
art which 1 N experienced in Mr. 
and which was the only method he 'could have Tac+ 
ceſsfully practiſed, in ſeducing 4 young woman 11 ke, 
me, born with ſentiments of, honour, and trained 4 
up in the paths of religion and virtue. He was, 
indeed, abſolutely maſtet of thoſe e 
Iifications which few women of paſh a and Gaſs ſenſi· 
bility can reſiſt; and had a i. Nay wa adap- 

ted for profiting by theſe inſidious talents. ' He was. 
well acquainted with the human heart, conſciovs of. 
his own power and capacity, and exerciſed theſe, 
endqwments with unte perſeverance. He was 
tall and thin, which was perfectly agreeable to my 
taſte, with age blue eloquent eyes, 0 hair | g 
an 
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and a long head turned to gallantry. His behavi- 
our was the ſtandard to politeneſs, and all his ad- 
vances· were conducted with the moſt profound re- 
ſpect; which is the moſt effectual expedient a man 
can uſe againſt us af he can find means to perſuade 
us, that it from the exceſs and delicacy of 
his paſſion. - It is no other than a ſilent compliment 
by which our accompliſhments are continually flat 
tered, and: pleaſes in 2 to eee un- 
derfiands of him who pays it. % For 
By arts and advantages chis eee 
— in love began by degree to ſap the-foun« 
dations of my conjugal faith; he ſtole impercepti- 
bly into my affection, and, by dint of opportuni- 
ty, which he well knew how to NEE tris 
umphed, at laſt, over all his rivals. n bid 
Nor was he the only perſon that diſ puted my 
heart with earl — — — by 
lord C— H, a Scotchman, who had been an in- 
timate and relation of my former huſband. Thie 
gentleman I would have preferred. to moſt of his 
competitors, and I coquetted with him ſor ſome 
time: but this amour was interrupted by his going 
to Ireland upon which occaſion, 
that he was but indifferently provided with money, 
I made: him aà preſent of a. gold ſnuff-box, in 
which was incloſed a bank-note; a trifling mark of 
my eſteem, which he after watds juſtiſied by the 
moſt grateful, friendly and genteel — and 
as we corteſponded by letters, I frankly told: him, 
that Mr. 8 had ſtept in, and won enen 
all the reſt of my admirees. 
This ———— and ſiſters, wha 
lived in the neighbou hood, were my conſtariteome: 
panions 3 and, in conſequence of this intimacy, he 
never let a day paſs' without, paying bis reſpects to 
me in perſon nay, ſo ingenious was he in contri- 
ving the means of 8 his ſuit, * 
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ther I-code or walked; eee at 
home, be was always of courſe one of the party 
ſo that his 9 fond. to ingroſs his whole vi- 
— are Thus he ſtudied: my diſpo - 
and eſtabliſhed! himſelf in my good opinion 
at the ſame time. He fbund my heart was ſuſcep · 
tible of euery tender ĩimꝑreſſion, and ſaw that [way 
not free from the vanity of youth; he had already 
acquired myifriendſhip and eſteem, from: which he 
knew there was a ſhort and eaſy tranſition to love 
and by his penetration chuſing proper feaſons for 
the theme, urged ĩt with ſuch pathetic vows and 
artful adulation, as well might captivate a young 
woman of my complexion and inexperience, and 
eiroumſtanced as I was, be err 
had ſuch reaſon to deſpiſe. aun 
Tkoꝰ he thus made an; inſenſble progrof; in-my 
heart, he did not find my virtue an eaſj oonqueſt; 
and 1 was ignorant of the ad had 
gained, with regard to my inclinations, until I ww 
eonvinced:of his-ſucceſs; by an alarm of jealouſy, 
which I one day felt; at ſeeing him engaged in 
converſation with another lady. I forthwithꝭ recog· 
niaed this ſymptom of love, with which 1 had de 
acquainted, and trembled at-the-diſcoverys 
ofi my on weakneſs.” I undetwent a agi- 
p 7 mixtute of ſenſationz : Twas 
pleaſed with the paſſion,) et aſhamed of avowing it 
even to my own mind: Te rights of a huſband 
(cho mine was but a nomiaal one) occurred to my 
reſſectiom, and virtue, modeſty ———— 
me to cheriſh the guilty· ame. 197 
While Tencouraged/theſe' kadable ſoruples, and 
reſobved to ſacrifice mplove'ts duty and reputation 
my lord was almoſt” every day employed in riding 
poſt to my father, with complaints of my conduct 
which was — irreproachable ; thoꝰ the grea- 
ww | has has nen 
9 6 £1 Was 
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was my" refuſing to comply -with'his'defire, when 
he intreated me to lie a whole hour every mort» 
ing, with my neck uncovered, that by gazing ths 
might quiet the perturbation of bis ſpirits. From 
this requeſt you may judge of the man, as well a 
PFAFF e 
diſpoſition. aw ze 
Daring the whole Gas! was befajedby wy 
artful undoer, and in the autumn ſet out wit my 
lord for Bath, where, by reaſon df the intima 
that ſubſiſted between our families, we lived in 
ſame houſe with my lover 10 = — 
with another agreeable An 5 
us. in this expedition. 1 Ms Sw. had . 
extorted from me a — à mutual flame; 
tho? I aſſured him that it ſnould never induce me to 
give up the valuable poſſeſſions of an cha- 
racter, and a conſcience void of offence. TT offer'd 
him all the enjoyment he could reap: from an unre- 
ſerved intercourſe of ſouls, abſtracted from any'fen- 
ſual conſideration ; and he eagerly embrace the 
Platonic propoſal, becauſe he had fagatity enough 
to foreſee the iſſue of ſuch chimertcal contract, 
and knew me too well to think he could accom 
pliſh his purpoſe without ſeeming to'acquieſce-in-my 
own terms, and cultivating __ Toa aye 6d 
pretext. rk. 
In conſequence of this we 3 
opportunities of ſeeing each other in private; nd 
theſe interviews were ſpent in mutual proteſtations £2 
of diſintereſted love. This corre ' the? 
dangerous, Was (on my fide). equally innorent 
and endearing; and many happy D we paſſed, 
beſort my ſentiments were diſcovered: At legt 
my lover was taken ill, and thin my paſiion burly 
out beyond the power of concenlinent ; my prief 
and anxiety became ſo conſpicuous in-wmy.countes 
nance; and my behaviour was ſo indiſcreet, that 
O 4 | every 


Was as familiar to me as my own. 
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every body in the houſe perceived the ſituation 
of my thoughts, and blamed my conduct atcbr- 
| — it is I was extremely im̃prudent, though 
intentionally innocent. I have lain whole nights 
by my lord, who teized and tormented me for 
that which neither I could give nor he could take, 
and ruminated on the fatal conſequence of this 
unhappy flame, until I was worked into a fever 
of difquiet. I faw there was no ſafety but in 
flight, and often determined to baniſh myſelf for 
ever from the ſight of this dangerous intruder, 
But my reſolution always failed at the approach 
of day, and my defire of ſeeing him as conſtant- 


ly recurred. So far was I from perſiſting in fuch 


commendable determinations, that, on the eve of 
our departure from Bath, I felt the keeneſt pangs 
of forrow at our approaching ſeparation ; and as 
we could not enjoy our- private interviews at my 
houſe in town, I promiſed to viſit him at his own 
apartments, after he had ſworn by all that's facred, 
that he would take no ſiniſter ad»antage of my con- 
deſcenſion, by preſuming upon the opportunities I 
mould give. F 
He kept his word; for he ſaw I truſted to it with 
fear and trembling, and perceived that my appre- 
henſion was not affected, but the natural concern 
of a young creature, diſtracted between love and 
duty, whom, had he alarmed, he never would have 
ſeen within his doors again. Inſtead of preſſing me 
with ſolicitations in favour of his paſſion, he was 
more than ever reſpectful and complaiſant; fo that 
I found myſelf diſengaged of all reſtraint, conduct- 
ed the converſation, ſhortened and repeated m 
viſits, at my own pleaſure, till, at laſt, I became 
med to this communication, that his houſe 
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Hayin in this manner ſecured himſelf in my con- 
fidence, 55 reſumed the favourite 22 of love, and 
warming my rayon by 4 advances on 
the ſubject, my heart be z . and; when 
he ſaw me thus, he fatefed i the me occa- 
ſion to practiſe all his eloquence and art. I could 
not reſiſt his energy, nor even fly from the temp- 
tation that aſſailed me, until he had obtained a pro- 
miſe that he ſhould, at our next meeting, reap the 
fruits of his tedious expectation. Upon this condi- 
tion I was permitted to retire, and bleſſed heaven 
for my eſcape, fully determined to continue in the 
path of virtue I. had hitherto trod, and ſtifle the 
criminal flame, by which my peace and reputation 
were endangered. But his idea, which reigned 
within my heart, without controul, ſoon w_ 
all thoſe prudent ſuggeſtions, 

I faw Vn, in ; an Der 
promiſe, which I endeavoured to evade with; 
fected pleaſantry ;, upon which he manifeſted the 
'utmoſt diſpleaſure and chagrin, ſhedding ſome ero- 
codile tears, and upbraiding me with levity and 
indifference. He. obſerved, that he ſolicited my fa- 
your for ten long months, "without intermiſſion, and 
imagined I had held out fo long on virtuous motives 
only; but now. he could plainly perceive, that his 
want of ſucceſs had been owing: to my want of 
affection; and that all my profeſſions were infin- 
cere: in a word, he perſuaded me that his remon- 
ftrances were juſt and reaſonable. , I could not ſee 
the affliction of a man I loved, when I knew it 
was in my power to remove it; and rather 
forfeit his opinion of my ſincerity and love, I con; 
ſented to his wiſh, My heart now fluttegs at the re- 
membrances of the dess, tho” {Ou indiſcretion; : 


ber et I refle without Os and even Temem- 


it with pleaſure. . En. «£4 nt bus per 
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If I could not avoid the cenſure. of the marks, 
"was reſolve@ to bear it without repiving z 
the guilt (if there was any in my OE 
bus venial ; forT conſidered myſelf as a perſon ab- 
ſolved of al matrimqnal ties, by the ,inſignificance 
of lord ——, who, though a nominal huſband, 
was, in fact, n mere non- entity. I therefore con- 
tracted a new engagement with my lover, to which 
T reſolved to adhere with the moſt ſcrupulous fide- 
tity without the leaſt intention of injuring. my 
lord or his relations; for had our mutual paſſio 

oduced any viſihle effecds, I would immediate 

rhe renounced and abandoned my hufband for 
ever, that the fruit of my love for Mr. S8 
might not have inherited, to the NN of the 
right heir. This was my determination, which I 
thought juſt, if not prudent ; 3 and for Which J. have 
incurred the imputation of folly, in the opinion of 
this wife and honeft generation, by whoſe example 
"and adyiceT have, Gnce that time, been a little re- 
Formed in point of prudentials, though. I fil retain 
a ſtrong tendency to return to my primitive way of 
thinking, 
When I quitted Mr. S—, after the facrifice I 
Had made, and returned to my own bed, it may per- 
haps be ſuppoſed that I ſlept but little. True; I 
was kept awake by the Joyful impatience, of reviſit- 
ing my lover. © Indeed L neglected no opportunity 
of "gying to his arms : when lord —— was in the 
country we 12 each other's company without 
interruption, but when he reſided in toun out cor- 
reſpondence was limited to ſtolen i interviews, which 
were unſpeakably delicious, as ee love preſid: 
ed at the entertainment. 

Such was my happineſs, in the course of this 
tender communication, that to this day I remem- 
ber it with pleaſute, tho? it has coſt me dear in the 
ſequel, and was at that time enjoyed at ming 
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my dear lord W. m. It was jealous, melting 
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able expetice; for 1 devoted myfelf fo entirely tb 
my lover, who was deſirous of engroſfing ac 
1 
| 


or Engr 
time and thoughts, that my acquaintance, wh 
was very numerotis, Juftly acculed me of neg. 
and of conſequence cool pg 4 ndſhips :” but 
L was ul, for he, or the World "4bell 1. An 
wete the fame epportunit) to offer, woll 
n. 8 10 9% 


act the ſame conduct overt agal 


Some there are who poffibly may wonder haw 
J could love twice with ſuch violence of affection: 
dut all ſuch obſervers muſt be uhatquainted with 
the human heart. Mine was naturally ada oy 
for the tender paffiotis, and had been fo rte 
bo eheriſbed, in its firſt impreſſons, tat it fell 
with joy the fame ſenfations revive, when juflüen- 
ced by the fame engaging qualifications. 987 
it is loved the fecond time as' well as the firſt, and 
better was impoſſible. I give up my all for both: 
fortune and my father's favour for the one; reputa- 
tion, friends, and fortune fot the other; Yet; 
notwithſtanding this intimate eoriridhich, T dif not 
relinquiſh the world all at once; on the contrary L 
ſtill appeared at court, and attracted the notice and 
approbation of my royal patroneſs; TI dan ed Wit 
the p. of W-; à cireumſtance "Vhich IQ 
nearly affected Mr, 8, Who was preſet, that, 
in order to maniſeſt his reſentmeimt, he choſe, the 
vglieſt woman in the balf for his puftner; and I'no 
ſooner petecived' fis uneaſineſs than T gabe over, 
with a view of appeaſing his difpleaſate. _ 1 WA 

- Without” repeating particular circumffances, let 
it ſuffice to fay, or mutual paſſion was à perfed 
copy of that which had ſubſiſted between me an 


and delicate,” and chequered with little accidents, 
which'ſerve to amimate and maintain the flame, in 
ies firſt ardency of rapture. When my lover wa: 
fick, J attended andnurſe@ hint with indefatigable 
undi O 5 tenderneſs 
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tenderneſs and care; and during an-indiſpoſition 
which I caught in the performance of this agreea- 
dle office, he diſcharged the obligation with all 
the warmth of ſympathy and love. 
It was, however, judged neceſſary by [the 
phyſicians, that I ſhould uſe the Bath- waters for 
the recovery. of my health; and I ſet out for. that 
place, glad of a pretence to be abſent from lord 
——» with whom TL lived on very unhappy. terms. 
He had, about nine months after our marriage, 
deſired that we might ſleep in ſeparate beds, and 
gave a very whimſical reaſon for this propoſal. 


= 


e ſaid, the immenſit/ of his love deprived him 
of the power of gratification, and that ſome 
commerce with an object, to which his heart 
was not attacked, might, by diminiſhing the tran- 
ſports of his ſpirits, recompoſe his nerves, and ena- 
ble him to enjoy the fruits of his good fortune. 
Vou may be ſure I made no objections to this 
plan, which was immediately put in execution. 
He made his addreſſes to a nymph of Drury-lane, 
whoſe name (as he told me) was Mrs. Rock. 
She made ſhift to extract ſome money from. her 
patient; but his infirmity was beyond the power 
of her art ; though ſhe made ſome miſchief be- 
tween us; and 234K my ſuſpicion to 
duke H———, who intended to have expoſtu- 
lated with her upon the ſubject; but ſhe got inti- 
mation of his deſign, and ſaved him the trouble, by 
à precipitate retreat. | 4 
Aſter my return from the Bath, where Mr. 8. 
and I had lived happily, until we were interrupted 
by the arrival of my huſband, his lordſhip ex- 
preſſed an inclination to be my bedfellow again; 
dut in this particular I defired to be excuſed : for 
though I would not be the firſt to propoſe the ſe- 
paration, which, though uſual in other countries, 
is contrary to the cuſtom of England, being un- 
EY OR willing 
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to furniſh the teaft ' handle for \cenfurs, 
as my character was till unblemiſhed; yet, when 
the propofat came from himſelf, I thought "myſelf 
intitled to refule a re- union to! Wet 1 Ke! 
objected. 2 [2 

This cpo tion prodeces * an -wiicte roſe 
to a ſtate of perpetual animoſity; ſo that we be- 
Zan to talk of parting, My lord reliſned the 
expedient, agreeing to add three hundred pounds 
a year to my pin- money, which (by the bye) was 
never paid; and I renounced all ſtate and 
deur, to to live in a ſmall houſe that I hired at Caſe- 
hotton, where] paſſed my time for two months, 
in the moſt agreeable retirement, with my dear 
lover, til Fwas diſturbed by the intruſion of my 
lord, who moleſted me with viſits and ſolicita- 
tions to return, pretending” that he had ehanged 
his mind, and rA my e wick 
his deſire. 

'T' exhauſted my invention A endesweurv to 
evade his requeſt; but he perſecuted me without 
ceaſing: ſo that I was fain to capitulate, on con- 
dition that we ſhould immediately ſet out for 
France; and that be ſhould not preſume to ap- 
proach my bed, till our arrival at Calais. We 
accordingly departed for that kingdom; and, far 
from infringing the laſt article of our treaty, his 
lordſhip- did not inſiſt upon his Tae, _— 
we reached the capital of France. - 

Mean While, began to feel the effect of — 
paſſion in a very intereſting manner; and Com- 
municated my diſcovery to the dear author of it; 
who would not leave me in ſuch an affecting 
ſituation, but took the e r Rs 


ing us to France. 
flopp'd eo viſit Chan- 


our road to Pais wy 
rilly, a magnificent — belonging to the 


A Conde, and there met: by * 


72080 
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ſome Eoglih noblemen, to whom 1, way. known, 
The prince and his ſiſters iny ited me very politg- 
ly-into the. gallery: Anh Fen - > They: cot 
plimeptss, me on ME: perſan» teamed t ad- 
mire my dreſs, which was a > . | 
bring a hlye,' Engliſh, SORT: „ waa ith 
gol, and an hat, With a. fe hich 
partiouJarly well pleaſed with m e which 
bung down to my waiſt, and | 
a:fortnight at $heirihowſe;, an iarüß en which | 
was very much) mortified at being obliged to. te: 
fuſe; beczuſei; my lord did not underſtand 

language. I was inchanted with, the 
place and the company, the women. bei L 
ble and the. men polite; nor mers Ad. erg 
to my name and.ftgry; for M a 
at the fame! place a Tor: — after, — a 
him en m acssunt. j 


When we arrived af Paris, the firſt, thing 
did Was td metamqtphoſe myſelf into à Frepe 
wamdus I cut off my hair, hid . very 800 
complexion; of my own: with, Rouge, reconciled 
myſelf to powder, which I had never uſed before, 
put om a robe with a, latge hoop, and went to 
the/Thuilleriss o full of ſpirits and joy; for at 
time every thing conſfgireg to eme happy 4 
had health, youth and beauty, loves, Vanity, 3nd 
aſfluence, and found myſelf ſurrounded with: diver- 
ſions, which were gay, new and agrecable. My 
appearance drew upon me the eyes of the whole 
company, who conſidered me % 3 ſtrangers; 
not a foreigner, ſo compleatly way. er 
faſhion of the; French; and when, oe 
ſtood wo I wass they applanded. my. te 
the moſt laviſh neee ne 10 1b acir 
known politeneh; 

Aſter having wages. eibeujt road. all the bob 
ke Shed ebterwinment ig Fass T AS: La 
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duced. into company, by an Engliſh family. reſid;- 


ing ĩn that city; and, among others, became ac 
quaiated with a French lady, whole charms were 
remarkably. attractive. The, duke of K——— 
was her admirer; but ſhe lived in reputation with 
her mother and an agiecable ſiſter, whoſe lover 
was the prince of C——;, (for. almoſt every lady 
in France has her A mant. n 
With this charming woman, whoſe. name was 
Madam De la 1, I often made parties of 
pleaſure, Ihe duke, Mr. S———, ſhe, and I, 
uſed to meet, in the Bois de Bologne, which ig 
a pleaſant. wood at a. ſmall diſtance from Paris, 


ked 


taſte z and thus we were conducted to a 15 


A 
"fe cha 


looking-glaſles, : and the dogt opened, into. Aga 
den, Halben, in a, cradle-walk, and intervening 
parterres of roſes and other flowers. VE. Ata 
my. female; companion lodged, in 8: chamber fur- 
niſhed with chintz. We ſupped all together in 
the ſaloon, which, though ſmall, was perfectly 
eſegant. The company, was always good-hum 


red, the; converſation, ſprightly and joyous, 2 


the ſcene, though. alten repeated, ll Kade 
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of the Luxembourg, and were, in poiat of mag- 
nificence, ſuitable to the owner. Thither I uſed 
to repair in a flaming equipage, on pretence” bf 
viſiting, and fpent the beſt part of the night with 
him, who was dearer to me than all the princes in 
the world. 

While I was happily engaged in theſe raviſhing 
parties, my little lord was oj arr in efforts to 
recover his health by reſtoratives, and I know not 
what; for he ſtill lamented the enfeebling effects 
of his paſſion, and complained, that he loved'me 
more like an angel than a woman, though” he 
ftrove to govern his affection according to the 
doctrines of the chriſtian religion, as he regulated 
his life by the maxims of Charles the twelfth of 
Sweden. The meaning of this declaration I could 
never learn; and indeed, I have been often _ 
ted to believe he had no meaning at alk. 

Be that as it will, I found my fize viſibly in- 
crealing, and my ſituation e uneafy, on 
account of the perpetual wrangling which 
vailed betwixt us in conſequence of his defiring to. 
fleep with me again, after we had parted" beds 
for the ſecond time; and, that I An. be nt 
longer expoſed to uch difagreeable perſecution, I 
reſolved to leave him, though at the hazard of 
m life. 

Thus determined, I went to the Britiſh em- 
daſſador in an hackney-coach; and, in order to- 
diſguiſe my youth, — might have prepoſſeſſed 
him againſt my judgment, muffled myſelf up in 
a black hood, Which 5 (as he faid) inſtead of lend. 
ing an air of gravity to my countenance, added a 
wildneſs to my looks, which, was far from being 
diſagreeable. He bad been a gallant man in bis 
youth, and even then, though well ſtricken in 

years, was not inſenſible to the power of beauty. 

This diſpofition, perhaps, rendered him more fa- 

vour- 
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vourable' to my cauſe, though he at firſt adviſed 
me to return to my huſband ; but finding me ob- 
ſtinate, he undertook to ſerve me in my own way, 
and procure a protection from the French king, 
by virtue of „Hehe I could live at Paris unmole- 
ſted by my lord. Nevertheleſs, he adviſed me (if 
I was determined- to leave him) to make the beſt 
of my way to England, and ſue for a divorce. 
I reliſhed his opinion, and concealed myfelf a- 
bout three days in Paris, during which I borrowed 
ſome linen; for, as it was impoſſible to convey 
any thing out of my own houſe without ſuſpi- 
cion, I bad neither cloaths for my accommodati- 
on, nor a ſervant to wait on me. 

In this ſolitary condition I took the road to 
Flanders, aſter I had put my lord upon a wrong 
ſcent, by writing a letter to him, dated at Calais, 
and travelled through an unknown country, with- 
out any other attendant than the poſtilion, _—_ 
ſubjected to this inconvenience by the laws 
France, which are fo ſevere in ſome particulars, 
that if any perſon had been apprehended with me, 
he would have ſuffered death, for going off with a 
man's wife ; though any man might go to bed with 
the ſame woman, without fear-of incurring any 
legal puniſhment. 

- I proceeded night and day without intermiſſion, 
that I might the ſooner reach Flanders, where I 
knew I ſhould be fafe ; and as the nights were 
exceſſively cold, I was fain to wrap myſelf up in 
flannel, which I bought for the purpoſe, as I had 
no cloaths to keep me warm, and fravelled in an 
open : Chaiſe, While we paſſed, through dreary 
woods, quite remote from the habitations of men, 
I was not without apprehenſion of being ſtripped 
and murthered by the poſtytion ; and, in all pro- 
bability, owed my ſafety to the indigence of my 
—— which might alſo protect me in two 

miſerable 
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ings in Poland-ſtrect, retained lawyers, and com- 
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miſerable places where I was obliged to lie, before 
I got out of the territories of Fiance : for, 28 I 
could not reach the great towns where I intended 
to lodge, I was under the neceſſity of putting up 
at little wretched .hovels, where no proviſion was 
to be had, but ſour brown bread and ſourer cheeſe ; 
and every thing ſeemed to denote the dens of deſpair 
and aſſaſſination. | 10 

I made ſhift, however, to ſubſiſt on this fare, un- 
comfortable as it was, confided in the meaneſs-of 
my equipage for the ſecurity of my perſon ; and at 
length arriving at Bruſſels, fixed my quai ters in the 
Hotel de Flandre (ſo well known to the Engliſh 
ſince) where I thought myſelf extremely happy in 
the accompliſhment of my flight. | 

I had not been full two days in this place, When 
I was bleſſed with the fight of my lover; and ha- 
ving concerted meaſures. for proceeding to Eng- 
land, hiced a tall fine Liegeoiſe for a maid ; and 
ſetting out for Oſtend, we embarked- in a veſſel, 
in which Mr. S bad beſpoke our paſſage. 
Our voyage was ſhort and proſperous, and the 
time moſt agreeably ſpent in the company of my 
dear partner, who was a moſt engaging man in alt 


reſpects, as I dare ſay my lady O——has ſince found 


him. i ; 1741 
I aſſumed a fictitious name, took private lodg- 


menced a ſuit for ſeparation againſt my lord. I 
cammunicated the reaſons of my elopement to my 
father, who was ſhocked and ſurpriſed at my con- 
duct, which he condemned with expreflions of ſor- 
row and reſentment. But the ſtep was taken; nor 
did I repeat of what I had done, except on hhane 
count. THY 1 | | | % 10% &1 

Ia the morning after my arrival at London E 
waited upon the lord · chief juſtice, to whom I com- 


plained of the uſage I had received from my 4 


0 
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whoſe temper was teazing, tireſome, aud into- 
lerably capricious. His behaviour was a ſtra 
compound of madneſs and folly, ſeaſoned with a 
ſmall proportion of fenſe: no wonder then that 
I, who am hot and haſty, ſhould be wretched, 
under the perſecution of ſuch a prevetſe hu- 
mouriſt, who uſed to terrify me, and ſcold at 
me the whole night without intermiſſion, and 
ſhake my pillow from time to time, that I might 
not ſleep, while he tormented me with his diſgree- 
able expoſtulations, I have been often frightened 
almoſt out of my ſenſes, at ſeeing him convulſed by 
the moſt Take. nable paſſion ; and chagrined to 
the higheſt degree of diſguſt, to find (by repeat- 
ed obſervation) his diſpoſition ſo prepoſterous, that 
his ſatis faction and diſpleaſure 2 1 pended upon 

the cauſe he had to be ſatisfied or diſobliged 3 
on the eontrary, when he bad moſt reaſon to be 
pleaſed, he was always moſt diſcontented, and very 
often in good baer, when he bad rexlan enough 
for vexation. 

While I lived. in Poland-ſtreet, I was engaged 
with lawyers, and ſo often viſited by my father, 
that I could not dedicate my whole time, as uf 
to my lover; 3 nor was i convenient that he ſh 
be ſern in my company: he therefore took a ſmall 
houſe at Camberwell, whither L went 3s often as 
I had an opportunity; and maintained the correſ- 
pondence with ſuch eagerneſs and induſtry, that 
although I was fix Ao «4 ne with child, I have 
often, by myſelf, ſet out for his habitation, in an 
kackney-coach, at eleven o'cluck at night, an 
returned by ſix in the morning, that I might bel in 
my own bed, when my father came to fee me 
for I congealed my amour, as well as the effects 
it, from his knowledge, and frequently t touk 2 
ter from. the Bridge, that my motions 
be diſcovered, oching but the moſt ee 
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love could have ſupported my ſpirits under ſuch 
viciſſitudes of fatigue, or enabled my admirer to 
ſpend whole days by himſelf, in ſuch a ſolitary te- 
tirement. e 
Bh y this time, my lord was arrived in England, 
and employed in diſcovering the place of my re- 
treat; ſo that I lived in continual alarm, and pro- 
vided myſelf with a ſpeaking- trumpet, which ſtood 
by my bed- ſide, to be uſed in calling for aſſiſtance, 
— caſe my purſuer ſhould make an attack upon my 
lodgings. | | 1 
6 This ſituation being extremely uncomfortable, 
J had no ſooner begun my proceſs againſt him, than 
I put myſelf _ under the protection of Mr, 
S——, who conducted me to the houſe of a friend 
of his who lived in the country, where I was ſe⸗ 
cure from the attempts of my huſband. 3 
The world had now given me up, and I had re- 
nounced the world with the moſt perfect 1 
on. I weighed in my own breaft what I ſhould 
Joſe in point of character, with what I ſuffered in 
my peace at home, and found, that my reputation 
was not to be preſerved, except at the expence of 
my quiet, (for his lordſhip was not diſpoſed to make 
me eaſy, had I been never fo diſcreet.) I there- 
fore determined to give up a few ceremonial viſits, 
and empty profeſſions, for the more ſubſtantial en- 
joyments of life. | 5 
We paſſed our time very agreeably, in various 
amuſements, with this friend of Mr. 8 , until 
the term of my reckoning was almoſt expired, then 
returned to London, and took lodgings in South+ 
ampton- ſtreet, whete I began to make preparations 
for the approaching occafion. Here I propoſed 
live with the utmoſt circumſpection. T1 75 | 
my name, faw nobody but my lawyer and lovers 
and never approached the window, left I ſhould be 
diſcovered by accident. 2 5 
23 ot - 
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- Notwithſtanding theſe precautions my. Frenett 
maid,” whom I had ſent for ſome of my cloathsg 
was dogged in her return, and next morning my 
lord took my lodgings by ſtorm. Had he given the 
aſſault in his own perſon only, I make no doubt 
but he would have ſuffered a repulſe, from the op- 
poſition: of theLiegeoiſe, who made all the reſiſtance 
in her power, but was abliged to give way to ſupe- 
rior number, Dry 72: 8 

I was at that time a-bed, and hearing an unuſal 
noiſe below, rung my bell, in order to know the 
cauſe of ſuch diſturbance. I drew my curtain at the 
ſame time, and who ſhould I ſce entering my cham- 
ber but his lordſhip, attended by a conſtable, and 
the footman that had detected my retreat! 

Such an unexpected viſit could not fail to affect 
me with ſurprize and confternation : however, I 
ſummoned all my fortitude to my aid, and perceiving 
the fellows were about to open my window-ſhutters, 
deſired their principal to order them down ſtairs. 
He readily complied with my requeſt, and ſitting 
down by my bed- ſide, told me with an air of tri- 
umph, that he had found me at laſt ; and I frankly 
owned, that I was heartily ſorry for his ſucceſs. In- 
ſtead of upbraiding me with my eſcape, he proceed- 
ed to entertain me with all the news in town, and 
gave me a minute detail of every thing which had 
happened to him fincc our parting ; among other 
articles of intelligence, giving me to underftanJ, 
that he had challenged Mr. S——, who had refuſed 
to fight him, and was in diſgrace with the prince of 
W on that account. | 
But here his lordſhip did not ſtrictly adhere 
the naked truth: he had indeed, before our de- 


parture' for the country, gone to my lover, and 


inſiſted upon having ſatisfaction in Hyde - park, two 
days from the date of his demand, and at three 
o'clock in the aſternoon; Mr. S believing him in 
nie N | earneſt, 
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enen the invitation; though he oblav- 
that theſe affairs could not be diſcuſſed too 
8 and wiſhed the time of meeting might be at 
an earlier hour. But his lordſhip did not chooſe 
to alter the circumſtances of his firſt propoſal ; 
and when he went away, ſaid he ſhould expect 
him at the appointed time and Place, if it 4 — 
rain. 

His antagoniſt gave me an account of the con» 
verſation, when I aſſured him the whole buſineſs 
would end in ſmoke. Accordingly, my lord ſent him 
a letter on Monday, deſiring that the aſſignation 
might be deſerred till Thurſday, that he might have 
time to ſettle his affairs, and pay S—— an bun- 
dred pounds, which he had formerly borrowed of 
him. When Thurſday came, he was favoured with 
another epiſtle, importing, the challenger had 
changed his mind, and would feek ſatisfaction at 
law. Thus ended that heroic exploit, which his 
lordſhip now boaited of with ſuch arrogant miſre- 
preſentation. 

Whilſt he regaled me with theſe intereſting pars 
ticulars, I was contriving a ſcheme to fruſtrate the 
diſcovery he had made ; fo that I did not contra» 
dict bis aſſertions, but told him, that if he would 
go down ſtairs, I would rife and come to breakfaſt, 
He conſented to this propoſal with great cheat ful- 


neſs; and I own, I was not a little furprized to 


find him, at this firſt interview, in as good humour, 
as if nothing had happened to interrupt the felicty 
of our matrimonial union, 

It coſt me ſome invention to conceal my 2 
tion from his notice, being now within a week of 
the expected criſis: but I knew I had to do with a 
man of no great penetration, and ſucceeded in my 
attempt accordingly. We break ſaſted with great 


harmony, and invited him to dinner, afcer 


having * upon him to ſend away his myr- 
; midonsg 
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midons, whom, nevertheleſs, he ordered to re- 


turn at eleuen o'clock at night. We converſeck 
together with great gaiety and mirth 5 and 
when I raltied him for viſiting me in ſuch a 
diſbabille, he ſtood a tiptoe to view bimſelf in 
the glaſs; and owning L was in the right, faie 
he would go and dreſs himſelf before dinner. 
He accordingly went away, charging my maid 
to give him entrance at his return; and he was 
no ſooner gone than ] wrote'to Mr. $——, giv- 
ing him an account of what had happened; "then; 
without having determined upon ary certaim 
plan huddled on my cloaths, muffled myſelf up, 
and calling a chair, went to the next tavern; 
where I ſtayed no longer than was ſuſficient to 
change my vehicle ; and, to the aſtoniſhment of 
the drawers, who Gould not conet ive the mean 
ing of my perturbation, proceeded to à ſhop: in 
the neighbourhood, where I diſtniſſed my ſecond 
chair; and procured an hackney coach, in wich 
 repaired'to- the lodgings of my lawyer; whom P 
could truſt. Having made bim acquainted witty 
the circumſtances of my diſtreſs, and/confulred him 
about a proper place of retreat, after ſome recollec- 
tion, he directed me to à little houſe in 2 court, to 
which, by the aſſiſtance of my lover, my woman 
and eloaths were ſafely eonveyed that ſame evening { 
My bord, however, eame to dinner, 2 
to invitation, and did not ſeem at all alarme 
when my maid told him I was gone, but te 
to my la wyrt, to know if he thought I ſhould re- 
turn ; and vpon his anfwering in the affirmative? 
and adviſing his lordſhip to go back in the mean 
time, and eat the dinner T had provided, he very 
deliberately took his advice, made a very hearty 
meal, drank: his bottle of wine, and, as I did not 
return, according to bis garden, nba 
in order 6: conſult- his aſſoeiate. * 
1 83 
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This motion of his furniſhed my woman with 
an opportunity of making ber retreat; and when 
he returned at night, the coaſt was clear, and he 
found nobody in the houſe but a porter, who had 
been left to take care of the furniture. He was ſo 
enraged at this diſappointment, that he made a fu 
rious noiſe, which raiſed the whole neighbourhood, 
reinforced his crew with the authority of a juſtice 
of the peace, tarried in the ſtreet till three o'clock 
in the morning, diſcharged a lodging he had hired 
at a barber's ſhop, oppoſite. to the houſe from 
which I had eſcaped, and retired with the comfort- 
able reflexion of having done ovary thing n 

n could do to retrieve me. 

The hurry of ſpirits, and ſurprine 1 bad — 
dergone in effecting this retreat, produced ſuch a 
diſorder in my conſtitution, that I began to ſeat 
I ſhould be delivered before I could be provided 
with neceſſaries for the occaſion. I ſignified; my; 
apprehenſion to Mr. $——, who with infinite 
care and concern endeavoured to find a more con- 
venient place; and, after all his enquiries, was 
ablig ed to fix upon a paultry apartment in the 
city, tho' his tenderneſs was extemely ſhocked at 
the neceſſity of chooſing it, However, there was 
no remedy, nor time to be loſt : to this miſerable 
| habitation I was carried in an hackney coach; 
and tho? extremely ill, bore my fate with ſpirit 
and reſignation, in teſtimony of my ſincere and 
indelible attachment to my lover, for whoſe cafe 
and pleaſure I could, have ſuffered every, eng 
ence, and even ſacrificed my life. „ug 13-1 

Immediately after I bad taken poſſeſſion of ar 
wretched apartment, I was conſtrained by my in- 
diſpoſition to go to bed, and ſend, for the neceſ- 
ſary help; in a few hours a living pledge of my 
love and indiſcretic2,.ſaw the light, tho > the ter- 


rors and fatigue I had undergong had faced 985 
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little innocent fo ſeverely, that it ſcarce Ga 
any viſible ſigns of life. 
My grief at this misfortune was W 
I forthwith diſpatched a meſſage to the dear, the | 
1 father, who flew to my arms, and 
my. ſorrow, with all the genileneſs of love and 
paternal fondneſs; yet our fears were bappily diſ-. 
ee y the recovery of our infant daughter, 
who was committed to the charge of a nurſe in 
the neighbourhood ; ſo that I could every day be 
fatisfied in my inquiries about ber health. Thus. 
I continued a whole fortnight, in a ſtate of happi- 
neſs and tranquility, being bleſſed with the conver- 
ſation and tender offices of my . admirer, . whoſe. 
love and attention I wholly ingroſſed. In a word, 
he gave up all buſineſs and e and con- 
centered all his care and affiduity in miniſtring to 
my. eaſe and ſatisfaction. And ſure had no cauſe, 
to regret of what I ſuffered on his account. 
But this my agreeable ſituation was one day diſs. 
turbed by a moſt alarming accident, by wbich my; 
life was drawn into imminent danger. The room 
under my bed chamber took. fire; I immediately, 
ſmelled it, and faw the people about me in the ut- 
moſt perplexity and conſternation, tho' they would, 
not own the true cauſe of their confuſion, leſt m 
health, ſhould ſuffer in the fright. Nevertheleſs 
was ſo calm in my inquiries, that they 4 
to tel] my ſuſpicion was but too juſt : upon which. 
I gave ſuch directions as I thought would ſecure: 
me from catching cold, in caſe there ſhould, be a. 
neceſſity for removing me; but the fire being hap», 
pily extinguiſhed, 1 eſcaped that ceremony, which 
might have ccft me my life. Indeed it was ſur- 
priſing, that the agitation of my ſpirits did not 
produce ſome fatal effect upon my conſtitution ;. 
and I looked upon my deliverance as the provetiinn, 
of a particular providence, _ er 
0 
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Fho' I eſcaped the hazard of 4 baden 1 remo- 
val, I found it was high time to change my tody-- 
ings, becauſe the neighbours raſbing into 
houſe; upon the alarm of fire, Hadidiſcovered'm 
ſituation, though they were n my name; 
and I did or think my = in being the 
ſubject of their basson Mr. S therefore pro- 
cured another appartment, with b ter accommo- 
dation, to which F was carried, fs ſoon as « 
health would admit of my removal ; and ſoon 
ter my lord wrote to me, bythe hands of n 
lawyer, cearneſtly intreating me to drop my 
ſecution, and come home. But I would not cbm. 
ply with his requeſt; and nothing was farther 
from my intention than the defire of receiving 
an rx fr at his hands. 
us repulſed, he on foot a moſt ac urate 
ſearch for my pefſon; in the caurſe bf whit he 
is. ſaid, to have detected Teveral Hadits and jeubg' 
Ils, who had reaſons for keeping tees con- 
ited; ; and had like to have beth vety ſeverely 
handled for his impertinent curioſity. Being unſut- 
ceſsful in all his attempts, he entered into treaty with. 
one Sir RH, a perſon of a veiy indifferent Cha- 
rater, who undertook to furniſh him with an in- 
fallible expedient to diſcover the place of my y abode, 
if he would gratify him with a bond. for a thou- 
ſand pounds; Which beihg executed accordingly 
this worthy knight advertiſed me and my wald 
in the public papers, offering one hund ted 1 * 
as a reward to any perſon who ſhould, diſcloſe 
the place of our retiiement. | 
As ſoon as the paper fell Hind my hands T was 
My involved i in perplexity ; and being Afraid of 
ying in town, reſolved, with the 5 
lover, to accept of an invitation I had re- 
8 from the duke of K—, who had by this 
time arrived in England; with that lady dur 
| ve 
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J have already mentioned, as one of our patties at 
Paris. Having viſited my little infant, I next day 
ſet out for the duke's country- ſeat, which is a 
moſt elegant chateau, and ſtands in à charming 
ſituations Mr. 8 followed in a few days; we 
met with a very cordial reception; his grace was 
civil and -natured, lived nobly and loved 
pleaſure; Madam la 1 — was formed to pleaſe, 
there was always a great deal of good compa- 

in the houſe; ſo chat we paſſed our time _—_ 
bly in playing at billiards ds, hunting, walk- 
ing, reading and — TOR i 23972! 

But my terms of happineſs were generally of 
a ſhort, duration. In the midft of alb this feli 
was overtaken by a moſt ſevere affliction, in the 
death of my dear hapleſs infant, who had' ingrofſed - 
a greater ſhare of my tenderneſs, than perhaps I eve 
ſhould have paid to the offspring of a legitimate con · 
tract, becauſe the circumſtance of her birth would 
have been an unſurmountable misfortune to her 
thro' the whole courſe of her life, and rendered her 
abſolutely dependent on my love and protection. 

While I ſtill lamented the untimely fate of this 
fair bloſſom, lord came down, and demanded 
me as his wife; but the ſuit which l then maintain · 
ed againſt him deprived him, for the preſent, of 
an huſband's right; and therefore the duke would 
not deliver me into his hands. 

In fix months he repeated his viſit and 9 3 
and an agreement was patched up, in conſequence 
of: which I conſented to live in the fame houſe 
with him, on condition that he ſhould never de- 
ſire to ſleep with me, or take any other meaſure 
to diſturb my peace; other wiie I ſhould be at li- 
berty to — him again, and intitled to the pro- 
viſion of a ſeparate maintenance. To theſe arti- 
cles I aflented, by the advice of my lawyers, with 


a view of obtaining the payment of my pin-money, 
Vor. II. P which 
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Which. I had never received ſince our parting, 

but ſubſiſted on the ſale of my jewels, which 
were very conſiderable, and had — preſented to 
me with full power of alienation.” As tomy lo- 
ver, he had no fortune to luppoet me 2 and:for that 
teaſon I was n cautious of Ms HAAS" 


his expence. 
ed nach other's. company for 


We had now enjoy 
three years, during which our mutual paſſion had 
ſuffered no abatement, nor had my happineſs been 
mixed with any. conſiderable allay, except that late 
ſtroke of providence: which I have already men- 
tioned, and the reſſexion of the forrow that my 
conduct had intailed upon — dear father, hom 
I loved beyond expreſſion, and whom nothing 
could have compelled me to diſoblige but a more 
powerful flame, that prevailed over every other 
conſideration. As I was now forced to break 
off this inchanting correſpondence, it is not to be 
doubted that our parting coſt us the moſt acute ſen- 
fations of grief and diſappointment, However, 
there was noremedy : I tore myſelf from his arms, 
took my leave of the family, after having acknow- 
ledged my obligations to the duke, and ſet out for 
the place of rendezvous, where: was met by my 
lord, attended by a ſteward whom he had lately 
engaged, and who. was one chief cauſe of our fu- 
ture ſeparations. My loid having quitted his houſe 
in ton, conducted me to his lodgings in Pall- 
Mall, and inſiſted upon fleeping with me the firſt 
night; but I refuſed to gratify his n on the 
authority of our agreement. 
I bis diſpute produced a quarrel, in eonſequents 
of which I attempted to leave the houſe; and be 
endeavouring to prevent my retreat, I fairly lock- 
ed him in, ran down ftairs, and calling a 'hackney 
coach, made the beſt of my way into the city to 
Une my 
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my father's lodgings, where I lay, the family be- 
ing in town, tho” he himſelf was in the country. 
I wrote to him immediately, and when he came to 
London, declared my. intention of ſeparating from 
my lord, with which, ſeeing me obſtinate and de · 
termined, he at length acquieſced; and a formal 
ſeparation accordingly enfurd, which at that time 6 
chought binding and immutable, 
I was now ſheltered under the wings of an-indul+ | 
gent father, who had taken me into favour again, 
on the ſuppoſition that my commerce with Mr, 
8 — ss abſolutely at an end. Nevertheleſs, tho 
we had ſeparated, in all appearance, for ever, we 
had previouſly agreed to maintain our correſpon- 
dence in private interviews, which ſhould eſcape the 
notice of the world, with which Len r obli- 
ged to keep ſome meaſures. 1 ant 
Our parting at the duke of A 
country was attended with all the genuine marks 
of ſincere and reciprocal affection, and I lived in 
the ſweet hope of ſeeing him again, in all the tranſ- 
port of his former paſſion, when my lawyer, h 
received my letters, brought me a billet one night, 
juſt as I had gone to bed. Seeing the ſuperſeription 
of $—'s hand- writing, I opened it with all the im» 
patience of an abſent lover; but how ſhall I de: 
ſcribe the aſtoniſnment and conſternation with 
which Lwas ſeized, when I peruſed the contents! 
Inſtead of the moſt tender vows and proteſtations, 
this fatal epiſtle began with, Madam, tht beſt thing 
you can do is to return to your father; . — 
and killing — to that eflfe ce. 
Heaven and earth! what did 1 feel at this dire 
conjunRure ! The light forſook my eyes, a cold 
ſweat bedewed my limbs, and I was overwhelmed 
with ſuch a torrent of ſorrow and ſurprize, that 
every body preſent believed I would have died un- 
* violent agitation. They endeavoured t 
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ſupport my ſpirits with repeated draughts of ftrong 
liquor, which had no ſenſible effect upon my con- 
ſtitution, tho? for eight whole years I had drank no- 
thing ſtronger than water ; and I muſt have infal- 
libly . periſhed in the firſt extaſy of my grief, had 
it-not made its way in a fit of tears and exclamation, 
in which I continued all night, to the amazement 
of the family, whom my condition had alarmed, 
and raiſed from their repoſe. My father was the 
only perſon who gueſſed the cauſe of my affliction; 
he ſaid he was ſure I had received ſome ill uſage in 
aletter or meſſage from that raſcal S (ſo he term- 
ed him in the bitterneſs of paſſion.) . 
At mention of that name my agony redoubled 
to ſuch a degree, that all who were preſent wept at 
ſight of my deplorable condition. My poor father 
ſhed a flood of tears, and conjured me to tell him 
the cauſe of my diſquiet: upon which, rather than 
confeſs the truth, I amuſed his concern, by pretend- 
ing that my lover was ill. The whole family hay- 
ing ſtayed by me till I was a little more compoſed, 
left me to the care of my maid, who put me into 
bed about fix in the morning; but I enjoyed no 
reſt: I revolved every circumſtance of my conduct, 
endeavouring to find out the cauſe of this fatal 
change in 8—— 8 diſpoſition; and as I could re- 
calle nothing which could juſtly give offence, con- 
cluded that ſome malicious perſons had abuſed his 
ears with ſtories to my prejudice. + 
Wich e ei! got up, and ſent my 
lawyer to him with a letter, wherein ] inſiſted up- 
on ſeeing him, that I might have an opportunity 
of juſtifying myſelf in perſon ; a taſk which would 
be eafily performed, as I had never offended, but 
in loving too well, I waited with the moſt an- 
xious impatience for the return of my meſſenger, 
Who brought me an anſwer couched in the coldeſt 
terms of ciyility which indifference could dict ate. 
Nas EN acknow- 
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acknowledging,however, that he had nothing to lay 
to my charge, but that it was for the good of us 
both we ſhould part. He ought to have reflected 
on that before, not after I had ſacrificed my all for 
his love | I was well nigh ' diſtracted by this con- 
firmation of his inconſtancy; and I wonder to his 
day how I retained the uſe of reaſon, under ſuch 
circumſtances of horror and deſpair ! My grief laid 
aſide all decorum and reſtraint; I told my father 
that S— was dying, and that I would viſit him with 
all expedition. 

Startled at the propoſal, this careful.parent de 
monftrated the fatal conſequence of ſuch an un- 
guarded ſtep, reminded me of the difficulty with 
Which he had prevailed upon my mother and un- 
cle to forgive my former imprudence, obſerved 
that his intention was to carry me into the coun- 
try next day, in order to effect a perfect reconci- 
liation ; but now I was on the brink of forfeiting 
all pretenſions to their regard, by committing ano- 
ther fatal error, which could not poſſibly be retrie-' 
ved; and that for his part, whatever pangsitmight _ 
coſt him, he was reſolved to baniſh me from dis 
ſight ſor ever. 

While he uttered this deckiration the tears trick 
led down his cheeks, and he ſeemed overwhelm- 
ed with the keeneſt ſorrow and mortification j ſo 
it may be eaſily conceived what were the impref- 
ſions of my grief, reinforced with the affliction of 
a father whom I dearly loved, and the conſciouſ- 
neſs of being the cauſe of all his difquiet ! I was 
ſtruck dumb with remorſe and woe; and when L 
recovered the uſe of ſpeech, I told him how ſen 
ſible L was of his great goodneſs and humanity,” 
and 'owned how little I deſerved his favour-and a- 
fection; that the ſenſe of my own- unworthineſa 
was one cauſe of my preſent diſtraction; for ſich 
was Jas condition of my fate, that I muſt either 
P 3 lee 
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fee $S—— or die. I ſaid, though I could not ex- 
pe bis forgiveneſs, I was ſurely worthy, of his 
compaſſion z that nothing but the molt irreſiſtable 
paſſion could have miſled me at firſt from my 
duty, or tempted me to incur the leaſt degree of 
his diſpleaſure ; that the ſame fatal influence ſtill 
prevailed, and would in all probability, continue ta 
the grave, which was the only abode 4 in which a 
hoped for peace. 

While I expreſſed myſelf in this manner, my 
dear good father wept with the moſt tender ſympa- 
thy, and ſaying I might do as I pleaſed, for he had 
done with me, quitted the room, leaving me to the 
cruel ſenſations of my own heart, which almoſt 
burſted with anguiſh, upbraiding me with a un 
which I could not help committing, - 

L immediately hired a chariot and fix, and would 
have ſet out by myſelf, had not my father's affecti- 
on, Which all my errors could not efface, provid- 
ed an attendant. He ſaw me quite delirious and 
deſperate ; and therefore engaged a relation of my 
own to accompany and take care of me in this raſh 
expedition. 

During this journey, which laſted two o days; I felt 
no remiſſion of grief and anxiety, but underwent 
the moſt intolerable ſorrow and uſpenſe : at laſt we 
arrived at a little houſe called the Hut, on Saliſbury 
plain, where, in the moſt frantic agitation, I wrote 
a letter to S——, deſcribing the miſerable con- 
dition to which I was reduced by his unkindneſs, 
and deſiring to ſee him with the moſt un ſolli- 
citations. 

This billet I committed to the care of my atten- 
dant, and laid ſtrong injunctions upon him to tell 
Mr. S—, my injuries were ſo great, and my deſ- 
pair ſo violent, that if he did not favour me with @ 
viſit, I would go to him, though at his ſiſter n 
** he then was. 
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He received my great coldneſs, and 
told my friend, that if I — return to London, 
without inſiſting upon the interview. I demanded,, 
he would in a late time follow me to town, and 
every thing ſhauld be amicably adjuſted, But when 
the meſſenger aſſured him, thas I was too much 
tranſported with grief, to hear of ſuch a propoſal, 
he conſented to meet me in the middle of Saliſbu- 
ry- plain, that we might avoid all obſervation: and 
though L was little able to walk, I ſet out on foot 
for the place of aſſignation, my companion follow - 
ing at a ſmall diſtance. 

When I ſaw him leading his horſe down the hill, 
I collected all my fortitude, and advanced to him 
with all the ſpeed I could exert ; but when I made 
an effort to ſpeak, my tongue denied its office ; and 
ſo lively was the expreſſion of unutterable ſorrow 
in my countenance, that his heart (hard as it was) 
melted at fight: of my ſufferings, which he well 
knew proceeded from the ſincerity of my love. At 
length I recovered the uſe of ſpeech, enough to tell 
him, that I was come to take my leave; and when. 
I would have proceeded, my voice failed me ggain : 
but, after a conſiderable pauſe, I found means, 
with great difficulty, to let him know how ſenſi- 
ble I was of my own incapacity to retrieve bis loſt 
affections; but that I was willing (if poſſible) to 
retain his eſteem, of which, — I be aſſured 1 
would endeavour to compoſe myſelf ; that | was de- 
termined to leave the kingdom, becauſe I could not 
bear the fight of thoſe places where we had been ſo 
happy in our mutual love; and that, till my depar- 
ture, I hoped he would viſe ihe ſnvihmes, that 1 
might, by wean myfelf from his compa« 
ny; for, I ſhould not be able to rive Dock 
of rg 2 n 
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This addreſs may feem very humble to an un- 

cerned obſerver ; but love will tame the proud · 
eſt diſpoſition, as plainly appeared in my caſe ; for 
T had. naturally as much fpirit, or more, than the 
generality of people have. Mr. S—— was fo much 
confounded at the manner of my. behaviour, that 
he ſcarce knew what anſwer to make; for (as he 
afterwards owned) he expected to hear himſelf up- 
braided ; but he was not proof againſt my tender- 
neſs. After ſome heſitation, he ſaid he never meant 
to forſake me intirely, that his affection was ſtill un - 
impaired, and that he would follow me directly to 
London. I impoſed upon myſelf, and believed 
what he faid, becaùſe I could not bear to think of 
parting with him for ever, and returned to town 
in a more tranquil ſtate of mind than that in which 
J had left my father, though my heart was far from 
being at eaſe; my fears being ingenious enough to- 
foreſee, that I ſhould never be able to overcome his 
indifference. 

I took lodgings in Mount- ſtreet, and my —— 
having diſpoſed of herſelf in matriage, hired an- 
other, Who ſupplied her place very much to my 
ſatis faction ; ſhe was a good girl, had a particular 
attachment to me, and for many years, during which 
ſhe lived in my ſervice, was indefatigably aſſiduous 
in contributing to my eaſe, or rather, in alle- 
viating my affliction: for, though S—— came up 
to town according to promiſe, and renewed a ſort oß 
correſpondence with me for the ſpace of five months, 
his complaiſance would extend no farther; and he 
gave me to underſtand, that he had determined to 
go abroad with Mr. 2 whom he ny 
accompanied in his envo vſhip to D—n..- 

T underſtocd the real eauſe of this expats 
which notwithſtanding his oaths and proteſtations 
of unabated love and regard, I conſtrued into a 
palpable mark of diſlike and diſreſpect; nor * 
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the repeated aſſurances I received from him in let- 
ters, mitigate the anguiſh and mortification that. 
preyed upon my heart. -I therefore gave up all hopes. 
of recovering the happineſs I had loſt : I told him, 
on the eve of his departure, that he might exerciſe 
his gallantry. a great while, before he would meet 
with my fellow, in point of ſincerity and love; for 
I would rather have been a ſervant in his 
with the privilege of ſeeing him, than abe queen of 
England, debarred of that pleaſure: 

When he took his leave, and went down ftairs, 
I ſhrunk at every ſtep he made, as if a new wound 
had been inflifted upon me; and when J heard the 
door ſhut behind him, my heart died within me. 
(I had the ſatisfaction to hear afterwards, he la- 
mented the loſs of me prodigioufly, and that he 
had never been ſo happy fince.) I fat down to 
write a letter, in which I forgave his indifference, 
becauſe I knew the affections are altogether invo- 
luntary, and wiſhed him all the happineſs he de- 
ſerved. I then walked up and down the room in 
the moſt reſtleſs anxiety, was put to bed by my 
maid, roſe at ſix, mounted my horſe, and rode 
forty miles, i in order to fatigue myſelf, that I might, 
next night, enjoy ſome repofe. This exerci 1 
daily underwent for months together; and when 
it did not anſwer my purpoſe, I uſed to walk round 
Hydepark in the evening, when the place was 
quite ſolitary, and unviſited by any other human 
creature, 

In the courſe of this melancholy perambulation, 
I was one day aceoſted by a very great man, who, 
after the firſt ſalutation, aſked whether or not my 
intercourſe with Mr. S—— was at an end; and if 
I had any allowance from my huſband ? To the 
firſt of theſe queſtions I replied in the affirmative; 
and to the laſt anſwered, that my lord did AY 
7 me a great deal ; N 1 — * 

3 


>, 


% 


/ 


as th Avventorts of 


ſaid; nothing at al: but I was too proud/ to owt 
my 1 He then expreſſed his wonder, how 
hs like me, who had been uſed to ſplendor and 
affluence from my cradle, could make ſhift to live 
in my preſent narrow circumſtances; and when 
T told him that I could make a very good ſhift, ſo 
Fhad peace, he ſeemed to lament my ſituation, 
and very kindly invited me to ſup with his wife, at 
his houſe. I accepted the invitation, without an 
apprehenſion of the conſequence ; and when 
went to the place, was introduced into an apart- 
ment, magnificently lighted up (I ſuppoſe) for my 
receprion, 

- Aſter Thad ſtayed alone for ſome time in this my- 
ſterious ſituation, without ſeeing a living ſoul, my 
inviter appeared, and faid, he hoped J would not 
fake it amiſs, that he and 1 were to ſup by our- 
ſelves, as he had ſomething to ſay, which could not 
be ſo properly communicated before compan 
or fervants, I then for the firſt time, perceived his 
drift, to my no ſmall ſurprize and indignation ; and 
with evident marks of diſpleaſure told him, I was 
fure he bad nothing to propoſe that would be agree- 
able to my inclination, and that I would immediately 
leave the houſe. Upon which, he gave me to un- 
derftand, that I could not poſſibly retire, becauſe 
| he had ſent away my chair, and all his ſervants were 
Aiſpoſed to obey his orders. 

a Eacenſec at this declaration, which I confidered as 
an jnſult, I anſwered with an air of reſolution, it 
was very well; I deſpiſed his contrivance, and was 
afraid of nobody. Seeing me thus alarmed, he 
aflured me I had no reaſon to be afraid; that he 
had loyed me long, and could find no other op- 
. of declaring his paſſion. He ſaid, the 
Q--had told him, that lord — renewed his 
reſſes to me; and as he underſtood from my 


e my cotreſpondenee with Mr. $—— 
Was 
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was abſolutely broke off, he thought bichfelf as 
well intitled as another to my regard. In 1 
on, he told me, that 1 might command his pure, 
and that he had power enough to bring me into 
the world again with kin. To: theſe” advances I 
replied, that he was very much miſtaken'in his Opf. 
nion of my character, if he imagined T was to bb: 
won by any temptations of fortune, and very frank- 
ly declared, that I would rather give r to a 
ootinan, than ſell myſelf to a prinee. 
Supper being ſerved, we fat down er 3 
but T would neither eat nor drink any by ar ex- 
cept a little bread and water ; for I was an odd 
whimſicab gitl; and it came into my head, that he 
might, perhaps, have mixed ſomething in the vic- 
5 or wine, which would alter my way of thinks» 
Tn ſhort, finding himſelf baffled in all his en- 
Cdn he permitted me, about twelve o'clock, 
to depart in peace, and gave up his ſuits, as a def 
perate cauſe. 

This uncomfortable life did I lead for a whole 
twelvemonth, without feeling the leaſt abatement: 
of my melancholy ; and finding myſelf worn ta. 
a ſkeleton, I reſumed TD reſolution of try- 
ing to profit by change of place, and actually went 
abroad with no other attendant but my woman, 
and the utmoſt indifference for life. My intenti- 
on was was to have gone to the South of France, 
where I thought I could have ſubſiſted on the little 
J had left, which amounted to five hundred pounds, 
until the iſſue of my law-ſuit, by which I hoped to 
obtain ſome proviſion from my lord; and, without 
all doubt, my expectation would have been arifiver- 
ed, had I put this my plan in execution: but being 
at Paris, from whence I propoſed to ſet forward in 
a few days, I ſent to Mr. K, who had been for-. 
merly intimate with my father, and ſhewn me 17 „ 
n * my firſt refidence in France. 


Tis 
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This. gentleman fayoured me with a viſit, and 
when e acquainted with my ſcheme, 
diſſuaded me from it, as an uncomfortable detet- 
mination, and Aue ae $9 to tay at Paris, where, 
with good ceconomy, I could live as cheap as in 
any other place, and enjoy the converſation and 
countenance. of my friends, among which number 
he declared himſelf one of the molt faithfut; aſſut- 
ing me, that I ſhould be always welcome to his 
table, and want for nothing; and promiſing to re- 
cammend me as a lodger | to a friend of his, with 
whom I would live in a frugat and decent manner 
and that, as the woman was well known and 
eſteemed by all the Engliſh- company in Paris, it 
would be the moſt reputable ftep J could take, 
(conſidering my youth and. fituation) to lodge 
with a ereditable perſon, who could anſwer for my 
conduct. Thus perſuaded, I very ſimply ſollow - 
ed his advice; ſay ſimply, becauſe, notwith -/ 
ſtanding his repreſentations, J ſoon found my mo- 
ney melt away, without any ptoſpect of a freſh 
ſupply... Ia, lieu of this, however, I paſſed my 
time very agreeably in feveral, Engliſh, and ſome 
French families, where, in a little time, I be- 
came quite intimate, ſaw a great deal of company, 
and was treated with the utmoſt politeneſs and re- 
gard; yet, in the midſt of theſe pleaſures, many 
a melancholy ſigh would rife at the remembrance 
of my beloved S———, whom for ſeveral years 
I could not recollect without emotion; but time, 
companys amuſements, and change of place, in 
a great meaſure diſſipated theſe ideas, and enabled. 
me to bear my fate with patience and reſigna- 


tion. 

On my laſt arrival at Putis, 1 was e 
by a c — of proſeſſed admirers, who ſighed and 
flattered in the uſual forms; but, beſides that mx 
beart was not yet in a condition to contract NEW, 

1 engage 
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engagements, was prepoſſeſſed againſt them all, by 
ſuppoſing that they preſumed upon the knowledge 
of my- indiſctetion with S—; and therefore reje&t- 
ed their addreſſes with deteſtation and difdain : for, 
as I have already obſerved; I was not to be won, 
but by the appearance of eſteem and the moſt re- 
ſpectful carriage; and though, by a falſe ſtep, T 
had, in my own opinion, forfeited my title to the 
one, I was refolved to diſcourage the advances of 
any man who ſeemed deficient in the other. 
Ia this; manner, my lovers were, one by one, 
repulſed, almoſt as ſoon as they preſented them- 
ſelves, and I preſerved the independance of my 
heart, until I became acquainted with a certain 

eer, whom I often'faw at the houſe-of Mrs. 
, an Engliſh lady then reſident at Paris. 
This young nobleman proſeſſed himfelf deeply 
enamoured oſ me, in a ſtile fo different from that 
of my other admirers, that I heard his proteſtations 
without diſguſt; and though iy inclinations were 
{till free, could not find in my heart to diſcounte- 


nance his addreſſes, which were preferred with the 


moſt engaging modeſty, diſintereſtedneſs and re- 
1 "IB | | =04 "4 KITS 47's 


: By theſe never failing arts, be gradually con- 
queted my indifference, and gained the preference 


in my eſteem from lord C——y and the prince of 


C——, who were at that time his rivals. But 
what contributed. (more than any conſideration} 
to bis ſucceſs, Was his declaring openly, that he 
would marry. me without heſitation, as ſoon as T 
could obtain a divorce from my preſent huſband; 
which, in all probability, might have been eaſily 
procured; far. before I: left England, lord had 
offered me ſive thouſand pounds, if I would conſent 
to ſuch a mutual releaſe, that he might be at li- 
berty to eſpouſe one Miſs W-——of Kent, to 


whom he-then made love upon honourable terme: 


but 


10 1 


dic wan fool ancugh to refuſe his propoſal, 
the advice of S——: and whether or not his 


— 8 wed tis new en mi- 
reſs, began to make love upon another footing, 
I know not; but certain it is, the mother forbad 
him the houſe, a circumſtance which he took ſo 
heinouſly ill, that he appealed to the world in a 
public advertiſement, beginning with, Whereas, 
for ſome time, I have paſſionately loved M. 7 ka a 

and upon my not complying with the mother”s 
pofals, they have turned me out of e this i to 
Juftify, Sc. 

This declaration, ſigned with his name, was. 
aQuually, printed in a number of detached adver- 
tiſements, which. he ordered to be diſtributed. to 
the public; and afterwards, being convinced by 
ſome of his friends, that he had done a very filly 
thing, he recalled. them at half a guinea a-piece. 
A copy of one of them was ſent to me at Paris; 
and I believe my father has now one of the ori- 

ginals in his poſſeſſion. After this wiſe vindica- 
yon of his — he made an attempt to carry 
off the lady from church, by force of arms; but 
ſhe was reſcued by the neighbours, headed by hep 
brother, who being an attorney, had like to Tre 
made his lordſhip ſmart ſeverely for this exploit. 

Mean while, my new admirer had made ſome 

progreſs in my heart; and my finances being ex- 
hauſted, was redũced to the alternative of re - 
turning to lord —— again, or accepting ear 
B—— love. When my affairs were brought 
to that iſſue, I made no heſitation in my choice, 
putting myſelf under the protection of a man of 
honour, whom I eſteemed, rather than ſuffer every! 
fort of mortifieation, from a perſon who was the 
object of my abhorrence and contempt. - From a 
miſtaken pride, I choſe to live in lord B-—Ks 
houſe, rather. than be maintained at his expence in 
any other place. We ſpent ſeveral months _— | 

15 ably 
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ably in balls and other diverſions; viſited lord 
B —x, who lived at the diſtance of a few leagues 

from Paris, and ſtayed ſome days at his houſe, 
where the entertainment was in all reſpects, des 
lightful, elegant and refined. Their habitation 
was the bor carton of the beſt company in France; 
and lady B——k maintained the fame ſuperiority 
in her own ſex, for which her lord is ſo jultly di 
ſtinguiſhed among the men. 0 
About Chriſtmas we ſet out for England, ac+ 
companied by alittle North Briton, who lived with 
lord B-— as his companion, and did not at all 
approve of our Correſpondence; whether out of 
real frendſhip for his patron, or apprehenfion that 
in ume I might ſuperſede his own influence with 
my lord, T ſhall not pretend to determine. Be 
that as it will, the froſt was ſo ſevere; that we 
were Jetained ten days at Calais, before we could 
get out of the harbour; and during that time, I 
reflected ſeriouſly on what my new lover had pro- 
poſed : as he was very young, and unacquainted 
with the world, I thought my ſtory might have 
eſcaped him; and — — to give 
him a faithful detail of the whole, that he might 
not have any thing to reproach me with in the 
ſequel; beſides, I did not think it honeſt to en- 
gage him to do more for me than he might after» 
wards, perhaps, think I was worth. Accordingly, 
I communicated: to him every particular of my 
life; and the narration, far from altering his ſenti- 
ments, rather confirmed his good opinion, 
hibiting an undoubted proof of my — ter and 
 fincerity. In ſhort, he behaved 2 ſuch gene- 
roſity, as made an abſolute conqueſt of my — 
but my love was of a different kind from that which 
had formerly reigned within my breaſt, being 
founded upon the warmeſt gratitude and eſteem, 
excluſive of any other conſideration, —_— 
on 
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perſon was very agreeable, and hi a- 
i | 
Außen we arrived in England, I went directly 
to his country ſeat, about twelve miles from Lon- 
don, where he ſoon joined me, and we lived ſome 
time in perfect retirement, his relations being great- 
ly alarmed with the apprehenſion that lord 
would bring an actiof againſt him; though he 
himſelf deſired nothing more, and lived ſo eaſily 
under that expectation, that they ſoon laid 0 
their fears on his account. 

We were viſited by Mr. — —— 
lation of my lord, and one Mr. R — f the 
_ who, with the little Scotch gentleman and 

lover, made an agreeable ſet, among whom I 
2 hunting, and all manner of country di- 
verſions. As to Mr. H-— B , if ever. 
there was perfection in one man, it centered in 
him; or at leaſt, he, of all the men I ever knew, 
approached neareſt to that idea which I had con- 
ceived/ of a perfect character. He was both good 
and great, poſſeſſed an. uncommon genius and 
the beſt of hearts. Mr. R——was a very ſociable 
man, had a good perſon and cultivated underſtand- 
ing; and my lord was exceſſively good humoured; 
ſo that, with ſuch companions, no place could be 
dull or inſipid: for my own part, I conducted 
the family; and as I endeavoured to pleaſe and: 
make every body happy, I had the good fortune 
to ſucceed. Mr. told me, that before 
he ſaw me, he heard I was a fcol; but finding 
(as he was pleaſed to ſay) that I had been egregi- 
ouſly miſrepreſented, he courted my friendſhip, 
and a correſpondence commenced between ust 
indeed, it was impoſſible for any perſon to know 
him, without entertaining the utmoſt clic —_ 
veneration for his virtue. "AY 
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After Thad lived ſome time in this agreeable re- 
treat, my husband began to make a buſtle: he 
ſent a meſſage, demanding me from lord B; 
then came in perſon, with his night-cap in his 
pocket, intending to have ſtayed all night, had he 
been aſked, -and attended by a — whom he 
aſſured that 1 was very fond of dn, and detained 
force from his arms. 
Finding himſelf diſappointed in his expedtations, 
he commenced a law-fuit a lord B 5 
though not for a divorce, as we dehred, but with 
a view to reclaim me as his lawful wife. His law 
yers, however, attempted to prove criminal con- 
verſation, in hopes of extorting money from my 
lover; but their endeavours were altogether fruit- 
leſs; for no ſervant of lord Bs or mine, 
could with juſtice fay, we were ever ſeen to tref- 
paſs againſt modeſty and decorum; ſo that the 
plaintiff was nonſuited. 

While this cauſe was . all my Jover's s 
friends expreſſed fear and concern ſor the iſſue, 
while he himfelf behaved with the utmoſt reſoluti + 
on, and gave me ſuch convincing proofs of 2 
ſtrong and ſteady affection, as augmented which 
gratitude,” and rivetted the ties of my love, 
was unblemiſhed, faithful and fincere. - 

Soon after this event, I was ſeized with a vo- 
lent fit of illneſs, in which I was viſited by my fa- 
ther, and attended by two phyſicians, one of 
whom deſpaired of my life, and took his leave ac- 
cordingly ; but Dr. S——— , who was the other, 
perſiſted in his attendance, and, in all human ap- 
pearance, ſaved my life; a circumſtance by which 
he acquired a great ſhare of reputation: yet, not- 
withſtanding all his aſſiſtance, I was confined ta 
my bed for ten weeks ; during which, lord B—-—s 
bo ef was immoderate, his care and generoſity un- 

ited, Whilſt I lay in this extremity, Mr. S—-, 

pene· 


— — on — 2 — —— — 
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revived his ndabnels, begg'd leave to be — 
to my preſence; and lord B—— would have come: 


. plied with his t, had I not been judged too 


weak to bear the ſhock of ſuch an interview. My 
conſtitution, however, agreeably diſappointed their 
fears; and the fever had no ſooner left me, than 
I was removed to a hunting-ſeat belonging to my 
lover, from whence, after I had recovered my 
ſtreugth, we went to B-— Caſtle, where we 
kept open houſe : and while we remained at-this 
place, lord B received a letter from lord 


dated in November, challenging him to ſingle 


combat in May, upon the frontiers of France and 
Flanders. This defiance was ſent in conſequence 
of what had paſſed betwixt them long before my 
indiſpoſition, at a meeting in a certain taverny 
where they quarrelled, and in the fray my lover 
threw his antagoniſt under the table. I counſelled 
him to take no notice of this rhodomontade, whach 
I knew was void of all intention of performance; 
and he was wiſe enough to follow my advice; 
reſolved, however, ſhould the meſlage be _ 


ted, to take the challenger at his word. 


Having reſided fome time in this place, we re- 
turned to the other country-houſe which we had 
left, where lord B addicted himfelf ſo much 
to hunting, and other male diverſions, that I be- 
gan to think he neglected me, and àpprized him 


of my ſuſpicion ; aſſuring him, at the ſame -time; 


that I would leave him as ſoon as my opinion — 
be confirmed. 

This declaration had no effect upon his — 
our, which became fo remarkably cold, that even 
Mr. R, who lived with us, imagined that his. 
affection was palpably diminiſhed. When I went 
to town, I was uſually attended by his couſin, or 
this gentleman, - n 
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his company; nay, when I repaired to Bath, for: 


the re-eftabliſhment of my health, he permitted me 


to go alone; ſo that I was quite perſuaded of hie 


indifference; and yet, I was miſtaken in my opini- 
on: but, I had been ſpoiled by the behaviour of 
my firſt huſband, and Mr. 8, who never quitted 
me for the ſake of any amuſement, and often re» 
ſiſted the calls of the moſt urgent buſineſs, rather 
than part from me, tho' but for 3 few hours. 


thought every man who loved me truly, would 


act in the ſame manner; and whether I am right 
or wrong in my conjectures, I leave wiſer. caſuiſte 
to judge. Certain it is, ſuch ſacrifice and devoti- 
on is the moſt pleaſing proof of an admirer's paſ- 
ſion; and Yoyez mai plus ſouvent, & ne me donnez 
rien, is one of my favourite maxims. A man may 
give money, becauſe he is profuſe; he may be 
violently fond, becauſe he is of a ſanguine conſti- 
tution; but if he gives me his time, he gives me 
an unqueſtionable proof of my being in full poſſeſſi- 
of his heart. 11852 | | 

My appearance at Bath, without the company 
of lord ;, occaſioned a general ſurprize, 
and encouraged the men to peſter me with addreſ- 
ſes ; every new admirer endeavouring to advance 
his ſuit, by demonſtrating the unkind and difre« 
ſpectful behaviour of his lordſhip. Indeed, this 
was the moſt effectual ſtring they could touch: 
my pride and reſentment were alarmed, and I was 


weak enough to liſten to one man, who had like to 


have inſinuated himſelf into my inclinations. He 
was tall and large boned, with white hair, inclin - 
ing to what is called fandy, and had the reputati- 
on of being handſome, tho' I think he ſcarce de- 
ſerved that epithet. He poſſeſſed a large fortune, 
loved miſchief, and ſtuck at nothing for the acs 
compliſhment of his deſigns; one of his chief plea» 
ſures, being that of ſetting any two lovers at vas 
Cs | riance, 
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riance. He employed his addreſs upon me-with 
great aſſiduity, and knew ſo well how to manage 
my reſentment, that I was pleaſed with his man- 
ner, heard his vows without diſguſt, and, in a 
word, promiſed to deliberate with myſelf upon his 
propoſals, and give him an account of my determi- 
nation in writing. ab p64 
Thus reſolved, I went to lord B, in 
Wilt-ſhire, whither I was followed by this preten- 
der to my heart, who viſited us on the footing of 
an acquaintance; but when I reflected on what 
I bad done, I condemned my own conduct, as 
indiſcreet, though nothing deciſive had paſſed be- 
tween us, and began to hate him in proportion to 
the ſelf· conviction I felt; perceiving that I had in- 
volved myſelf in a difficulty from which I ſhould 
not be eaſily diſengpged. For the preſent, hows: 
ever, I found means to poſtpone my declaration; 
he admitted my excuſe, and I returned to Lon- 
don with lord B——, who was again ſummoned 
to the field by his former challenger. Þ © 
H- dn, governor, counſellor, and ſteward 
to this little hero, came to lord B— with a verbal 
meſſage importing, that his lordſhip had changed 
his mind about going to Flanders, but expected to 
meet him, on ſuch a day and hour, in the bury- 
ing ground near Red-lion- ſquare. Lord B 
accepted the challenge, and gave me an account 
of what had paſſed; but he had been anticipated 
by the meſſenger, who had already tried to alarm 
my fears, from the conſideration of the conſe- 
quence, that I might take ſome meaſures to pte- 
vent their meeting. But I perceived his driſt, and: 
told him plainly that lord had no intenti- 
on to riſque his perſon, tho he endeavoured} with 
all his might to perſuade me, that his principal 


was deſperate and determined. I knew my Jittle 
| huſband too well, to think he would bring matters 
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to any dangerous iſſue, and was apprehenſive df 
nothing but foul play, from the villainy of H— n; 
with which I was equally well acquainted. In- 
deed I ſignified my doubts on that ſcore to Mr. 
B———, who would have attended his kinſman 
to the field, had he not thought he might be liable 
to cenſure, if any thing ſhould happen to lord 
B, becauſe he: himſelf was heir at law: for 
that reaſon, he judiciouſly declined being perſons 
ally concerned; and we pitched: upon the earl ot 
A „ his lordſhip” 8 uncle, whe _— un- 
dertook the office. 

At the appointed time they went to the place 
of rendezvous, where they had not waited long 
when the challenger appeared, in a new pink ſatin 
waiſtcoat, which he had put on for the occaſion, 
with his word under his arm, and his ſteward b 
him, leaving, in an hackney coach, at ſome di- 
ſtance, a ſurgeon whom he had provided for the 
care of his perſon. Thus equipped, he advanced 
to his antagoniſt, and deſired him to chooſe his 
ground; upon which lord B— told him, that if 
he muſt fall, it was not material which grave he 
ſhould tumble over. 

Our little hero finding him ſo jocoſe and s- 
ed, turned to lord A—, and deſired to ſpeak with 
bim, that he might diſburden his conſcience before 
they ſhould begin the work of death. They ac- 
cordingly went aſide; and he gave him to under- 
ſtand, that his motive for fighting was lord B—'g 
detaining his wife ſrom him, by compulſion-. The 
earl of A— aſſu red him, he was egregiouſly mi- 
ſtaken in his conjecture; that his nephew uſed no 
force or undue influence, to keep me in his houſe; 
but it could not be expected that he would turn me 
out of doors. 

Tbis explanation was altogether ſatisfactory to 
ad , who ſaid he was far from being i 

reaſonable 
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teſonable'as to expect lord B would commit 
ſuch a breach of hoſpuality ; and all he deſired Was, 
that his wife ſhould be left to her on inclinations, 
Upon theſe articles peace was concluded, and they 
parted without bloodſhed. — leaſt theſe are tlie 
particulars of the ſtory, were related by lord 
A——, with whom {hates heartily at the adven- 
ture; for- I never doubted - that the c 
would find ſome expedient to prevent the duel, tho 
I wondered how he muſtered up refolution enough 
to carry it ſo fa. — <7 

That he might not, however, give us any more 
trouble, we reſolved to go and enjoy ourſelves in 
France, whither I went by myſelf, in hopes of 
being ſoon joined by my lover, who was obliged 
to ſtay ſome time longer in England, to ſettle his 
affairs. He was ſo much affected at our pa 
(tho' but for a few weeks) that he was almoſt di- 
ſtracted; and this afflition renewed my 'tendernefs 
for him, becauſe it was an undoubted proof 6f his 
love. I wrote to him every poſt from France; 
and, as I had no ſecrets, deſired him to take care of 
all the letters that ſhould come to his houſe, direc 
you to me, after my departure from England. 
This was an unfortunate office for him, in the 

execution of which he chanced to open a letter 
from Sir T A „ with whom (as I 
have already obſerved) I had ſome correſpondence 
at Bath. I had, according to my promiſe, / given 
this gentleman a deciſive anſwer, importing, that 
I was determined to remain in my preſent ſituation ; 
but as lord B was ignorant of my-ſentiments 
an that particular, and perceived from the letter 
that ſomething extraordinary had paſſed between 
us, and that I was earneſtly ſollicited to leave 
him, he was ſeized with the utmoſt conſternation 
and concern; and having previou — the 
0 ey to go abroad, ſet out dat 
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vr ah affairs in the greateſt con- 


n. | | "= 
Sir T— A— hearing I was gone, without un- 
derſtanding the cauſe of my departure, took the 
ſame .rout, and both arrived at Dover next day. 
They heard of each other's motions : each bribed 
the maſter of a packet- boat to tranſport him 
with expedition. ; but that depending upon the 
wind, both reached Calais at the ſame time, tho 
in different veſſels. Sir 1— ſent his valet de 
chambre, poſt, with a letter, intreating me to 
accompany him into Italy, where he would make 
me miſtreſs of his whole fortune, and to ſet out 
directly for that country, that he might not loſe 
me by the arrival of lord B—, promiſing to join 
me on the road, if I would conſent to make him 
happy. I ſent his meſſenger back with an anſwer, 
wherein I: expreſſed ſurprize at his propoſals, after 
having fignified my reſolution to him before I left 
England; and he was ſcarce diſmiſſed, when I 
received another letter from lord B—, beſeeching 
me to meet him at Clermont, upon the road from 
Calais; and conjuring me to avoid the fight of his 
rival, ſhould he get the ſtart of him in travelling, 
This, however, was not likely to be the caſe, as 
lord B— rode poſt, and the other was, by his 
corpulence, obliged to travel in a chaiſe ; yet, that 
I might not increafe his anxiety, I left Paris im» 
mediately on the receit of his meſſage, and met 


him at the appointed place, where he received me 


with all the agitation of joy and fear, and aſked'if T 


had ever encouraged Sir T— A— in his addreſſes. 


I very candidly told him the whole tranſaction, at 
which he was incenſed; but his indiznation was 


ſoon appeaſed, when I profeſſed my penitence, and 


aſſured him that I had totally rejected his rival. 
Not that I approve of my behaviour to Sir 1— 
who (L own) was ill uled in this affait ; but ſurely 
e it 
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it was more excuſable to halt here, than N 
1 i in my indiſcretion. 

My lover being fatished with my declaration, 
we went together to Paris, being — by the 
Scotchman whom 1 have already mentioned, tho 
I believe he was not over and above well: pleaſed 
to ſee matters thus amicably compromiſed. The 
furious knight ſollowed us — the capital; inſiſted 
a upon ſeeing me in perſon; told this North Britun; 
that I was actually engaged to him; wrote leer 
hour, and railed at my per fidious conduct. 1 
took no notice of theſe delirious tranſports, which 
were alſo diſregarded; by lord B—, till one night 
he was exaſperated by the inſinuations of Mr. 
C—, who, I believe, inflamed his jealouſy, by 
binting a ſuſpicion that I was really in love with 
Hhhis rival. What paſſed betwixt them I know not, 
HT but he ſent for me from the opera, by a phyſician 
1 of Patis, who was a ſort of go- between among us 

all, and who told me, that if I did not come home 
on the inſtant, a duel would be ſought on wy ac» 
count. 

I was very much ſhocked at. this. ine 
but by being uſed to alarms ſrom the behaviour 
of lord ——, I had acquired a pretty good. ſhare 
of reſolution, and with great compoſure entered 
the room where lord B— was, with his compani- 
on, whom I immediately ordered to withdraw. I 
then gave his lordſhip to underſtand, that I was 
informed of what had paſſed, and thought myſelf 
ſo much injured by the perſon who had juſt quitted. 
the apartment, that I Movie no longer live under 
the ſame roof with him. 15 it 
Lord B— raved like a ende taxing me : 
| with want of;Gipdour and affection; but I eaſily 
juſtified my Shen integrity, and gave him ſuch al⸗ 
= ſurances of my love, that his jealouſy ſubſuled, 
| and his ſpirits were tecompoſed. Nevertheleſa l 
2 inſiſted 
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inſiſted upon his diſmiſſing Mr. C—, on pain 
of my leaving the houſe, as I could not help think» 
ing he had uſed his endeavours to prejudice me 
in the opinion of my lord. If bis conduct was 
the reſult of friendſhip for his patron, he certainly 
ated the part of an honeſt and truſty adherent, 
But I could not eaſily forgive him, becauſe, à fev 
weeks before, he had, by my intereſt, tained 
a conſiderable addition to his allowance; and even 
after the ſteps he had taken to diſoblige me, I was 
not ſo much his enemy but that I prevailed upon 
lord B to double his falary, that his leaving the 
family might be no detriment to his fortune. 

His lordſhip having complied with my, demand, 
this gentleman, after having ſtayed three-days in 
the houſe, to prepare for his departure, during 
which I would not ſuffer him to be admitted into 
my preſence, made his retreat with a fine young 
girl who was my companion; and I have never 


ſeen him ſince that time. 2 


Sir T— ſtill continued furious, and would not 


take a denial, except from my own mouth; up- 


on which, with the approbation of lord B—, I in- 
dulged him with an interview. He entered the 
apartment with a ſtern countenance, and told me 
] had us'd him ill. I pleaded guilty to the charge, 
and begg'd his pardon accordingly. I attempted. 
to reaſon the caſe with him, but be would hear 
no arguments except his own, and even tried to 
intimidate me with threats; which provoked me 
to ſuch a degree, that I defied his vengeance, tell 
ing him that I feared nothing but the reproach 1 
my own conſcience ; that tho! I had ated a ſimple 
part, he durſt not ſay there was, any thing .cris.. / 
minal in my conduct; and that, from his preſent 
frantic and unjuſt behaviour, I thought myſelf 
happy in having eſcaped him, He ſwore I was, 


k 
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the moſt inflexible of all creatures, aſked if no- 
2 5 would move me ? and when I anſwered, 
„ Nothing,“ took his leave, and never after- 
wards perſecuted me with his addreſſes ; tho” I 
have heard he was vain and falſe enough to boaſt 
of favours, which, upon my honour, he never re- 
ceived, as he himſelf, at one time, owned to doc- 
tor Cantwell at Paris. 8 
While he underwent all this frenzy and diſtrac- 
tion upon my account, he was loved. with the 
ſame violence of paſſion by a certain Scotch lady 
of quality, who, when he followed me to France, 
purſued him thither with the ſame eagerneſs and 
expedition; and, far from being jealous of me as 
a rival, us'd to come to my houſe, implore my 
offices with the object of her love, and lay- 
ing herſelf on the floor at full length, before the 
fire, -weep and cry like a perſon bereft of her ſen- 
ſes. She bitterly complained, that he had never 
obliged her but once ; and begg'd, with the moſt 
earneſt ſupplications, that I would give her an op- 
portunity of ſeeing him at my houſe. But I 
thought proper to avoid her company, as ſoon as 
I perceived her intention. | We 
We continued at Paris for ſome time, during 
which I contracted an acquaintance with the ſiſter 
of madam la 1—. She was the ſuppoſed miſtreſs 
of the prince of C—, endowed with a great ſhare 
of underſtanding, and loved pleaſure to excels, 
tho” ſhe maintained her reputation on a reſpeQable 
| footing, by living with her huſband and mother. 
This lady, perceiving that I had inſpired her lover 
with a paſſion, which gave me uneaſineſs on her 
account, actually practiſed all her eloquence and 
aft, in perſuading me to liſten to his love; for it 
was a maxim with her, to pleafe him at any rate. 
was ſhocked at her indelicate complaiſance, 


- 


and rejected the propoſal, as repugnarit to my Pre- 


ent 
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ſent engagement, which I held as facred as any 
nuptial tie, and much more binding chan a forced 
or unnatural marriage. 
pon our return to England we lived in great 
harmony and peace ; and nothing was wanting to 
happineſs,” but the one thing to me moſt need- 
kl I mean the inchanting tenderneſs and de- 
tful enthuſiaſm of love. Lord B—'s heart 
( believe) felt the ſoft impreſſions; and, for 
own part, I loved him with the moſt faithful 
fection. It is not enough to ſay I wiſhed him 
well; I had the moſt delicate, the moſt genuine 
eſteem for his virtue, I had an intimate regard and 
anxiety for his iritereſt, and felt for him as if he 
had been my on ſon': but ſtill there was a va= 
cancy. in my heart; there was not that fervour, 
that tranſport, that ecſtaſy of paſſion which I had 
formerly known; my boſom was not filled with 
the little deity 3 1 could not help recalling to my 
remembrance the fond, the raviſhing: moments 1 
had paſſed with S—; and had I underſtood. the 
conditions of life, thoſe pleaſures were 15 1 
exchanged for my preſent ſituation, becauſe, if 
was now deprived of thoſe rapturous enjoy ments, 
I. was alſo exempted from the cares and anxiety: 
that attended them; but I was generally extra- 
vagant in my notions. of happmeſs, and therefore 
conſtrued iny preſent bene into an _— 
langour and ſtagnation of life. f 
While I remained in this Sab of ſenti- 
ment, lord . having received a very conſidera - 
ble addition toſhis fortune, ſent a meſſage to me, 
promiſing, that if I would leave lotd B, he 
would Make me a preſent of an houſe and furni- 
ture, where I ſhould live at my eaſe, without 
being expoſed to his viſits, except when I ſhould 
de diſpoſed to receive them. This propoſal he 
J in conſequence of What I had always de- 
8 Q 2 clared, 
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clared, namely, that if he had not reduced me 
to. the neceſſity of putting myſelf under the pro- 
tection of ſome perſon or other, by depriving me 
of any other mearis of ſubſiſtence, I ſhould never 
bave given the world the leaſt cauſe to ſcandalize 
my reputation; and that I would withdraw myſelf 
from my preſent dependance, as ſoon as he ſhould 
enable me to live by myſelf. I was therefore re- 
ſolved to be as good as my word, and accepted 
his offer, on condition that I ſhould be wholly at 
my own diſpoſal, and that he' ſhould never enter 
my door but as a viſitant or common friend. 
Theſe articles being ſanctioned by his word 
and honour (the value of. which I did not then 
know). an houſe was furniſhed according to my 
directions; and I ſignified my intention to lord 
B—, who conſented to my removal, with this 
proviſo, that I ſhould continue to fee him. 1 
wrote alſo to his relation Mr. B—, who, in his 
anſwer, obſerved, that it was too late to adviſe 
when I was actually determined. All my friends 
and acquaintance approved of the ſcheme, tho” it 
was one of the moſt unjuſtifiable ſteps I had ever 
taken, being a real act of ingratitude to my be- 
nefactor; which I ſoon did, and always ſhall re- 
gret and. condemn. So little is the world quali- 
to judge of private affairs! sn 
When the time of our parting drew near, lord 
B— became gloomy and diſcontented, and even 
intreated me to poſtpone my reſolutions; but I 
told him, that now every thing was prepared for 
my reception, I could not retrat᷑t i without ins 
eurring the imputation of folly and extravagance. 
On the very day of my departure Mr. B—-ens 
deavoured, with all the arguments he could ſug- 
geſt, to diſſuade me from my purpoſe z and I 
made uſe of the ſame anſwer which had ſatisſied 
his friend. Finding me determined upon * 
in 


* 
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ing, he burſt out into a flood of 'tears, exclaimings 
« By G-, if lord B can bear it, I can't. 
I was thunderftruck at this expreſſion ; for tho? 
J had been told that Mr. B— was in love with me, 
I gave no credit to the report, becauſe he had ne- 
ver declared his paſſion, and this was the firſt hint 
of it that ever eſcaped him in my hearing. I was 
therefore ſo much amazed at the circumſtance of 
this abrupt explanation, that I could make no an- 
ſwer; but having taken my leave, went away, 
ruminating on the unforefeen event. 

Lord B— (as I was informed) ſpoke not a 
word that whole night, and took my leaving him 
ſo much to heart, that two years elapſed before 
he got the better of his grief. This intelligence 
I atterwards received from his own mouth, and 
| aſked his forgiveneſs for my unkind retreat, tho* I 
ſhall never be able to obtain my own. As for 
Mr. B—, he was overwhelmed with ſorrow, and 
made ſuch efforts to ſuppreſs his concern, as had 
well nigh coſt him his life. Dr. S— was called 
to him in the middle of the night, and found him 
almoſt ſuffocated. He ſoon gueſſed the cauſe, 
when he underſtood that I had left the houſe :' fo 
that I myſelf was the only perſon concerned who 
was utterly ignorant of his affection; for I ſo- 
lemnly declare he never gave me the leaſt reaſon 
to ſuſpect it while I lived with his relation, becauſe 
he had too much honour to entertain a thought of 
ſupplanting his friend, and too good an opinion of 
me to believe he ſhould have ſucceded in the at- 
tempt. Tho' my love for lord B— was not fo 
tender and intereſting as the paſſion J had felt for 
S——, my. fidelity was inviolable, and I never 
harboured the moſt diſtant thought of any other 
perſon, till after I had reſolved to leave him, when 
(1 own) I afforded ſome ſmall encouragement to 
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the. addreſſes, of a new admirer, by telling him, 
that I ſhould, in a little time, be my own e : 


tho? I was not now at my own diſpoſal. 


I enjoyed my new houſe as a little paradiſe : 
it was accommodated with all ſorts of convenien- 
cies ; every thing was new, and therefore pleaſing, 
and the whole abſolutely at my command. I had 
the company of a relation, a very good woman, 
with whom I lived in the moſt amicable manner; 
was viſited, by the beſt people in town (I mean 
thoſe of the male ſex, the ladies having long ago 
forſaken me ;) I frequented all reputable places of 
publick entertainment, and had a concert at home 
once a week: ſo that my days rolled on in happi - 
neſs and quiet, till all my ſweets were imbittered 
by the vexatious behaviour of my huſband, wha, 
began to importune me again to live with him; ; 
and by the increaſing anxiety of lord B—, wha., 
(tho' I ſtill admitted his viſits) plainly perceived. 
that I wanted to relinquiſh his correſpondence. 
This diſcovery raiſed ſuch tempeſts of jealouſy and 
deſpair within his breaſt, that he kept me in con- 
tinual alarms: he ſent meſſages to me every hour, 
ſigned his letters with bis own blood, raved like a 
man in an ecſtaſy of madneſs, rajles at my in- 
gratitude, and praiſed my conduct, by turns; 
offered to ſacrifice every thing for my love, ta 
leave the, kingdom forthwith, and live, with me. 
for ever in any part of the world where I ſhould. 
Chooſe to reſide, _ 2 

Theſe were generous tem propoſals 
but I was beſet with counſellors mpting pr not to- 
tally diſintereſted, and who diſſuaded me from 
embracing the proffers of my lover, on pretence 
that lord - — be highly injured by my 
compliance. I liſtened to their advice, and hardened. 
my heart againſt lord B—'s ſorrow and ſolicitatians. 
e on this _ is altogether — UN; 
1 3 
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unaccountable z this was the only time that ever I 
was a flave to admonition. The condition of lord 
B— would have melted any heart but mine, and 
yet mine was one of the moſt ſenſible : he em- 
ployed his couſin as an advocate with me, till 
that gentleman actually .refuſed the office, telling 
him candidly, that his own inclinations were too 
much engaged, to permit him to perform the taſk 3 
with fidelity and truth. He accordingly refolved 
to avoid my preſence, until my lord and I ſhould 
come to ſome final determination, 'which was 
greatly retarded by the perſeverance of his lord 
ſhip, who would not reſign his hopes even when 
I pretended that another man had engaged my 
heart, but ſaid, that in time my affection might 
return. 8 | W 

Our correſpondence, however, gradually wore 
off; upon which Mr. B— renewed his viſits, and 
many agreeable and happy hours we paſſed toge- 
ther. Not that he, or any other perſon whom I 
now ſaw, ſucceeded to the privilege of a fottunate ' 
lover: I knew he loved me to madneſs ; but I 
would not gtatify his paſſion any other way than 
by the moſt profound eſteem and veneration for” 
his virtues, which were altogether amiable” ang 
ſublime ; and TI would here draw his character 
minutely, but it wou'd take up too much time to 
ſet forth his merits ; the only man living of my 
acquaintance who reſembles him is lord F—, of 
whom I ſhall ſpeak in the ſequel. 

About this time, I underwent a very intereſt-_ 
ing change in the ſituation of my heart. I had 
ſent a to my old lover $-—, defiring be 7 
would allow my play, which was in his polleſ- i 
ſion, to be copied; and he now tranſmitted it to AB 


me by my lawyer, whom he directed to Ak, if 1 
intended to be at the next maſquerade. This cu- 

upon my ſpitits; my heart - 
4 fluttet ed 


3 
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fluttered at the queſtion, and my imagination 
glowed with a thouſand fond preſages. I anſwered 
in the affirmative, and we met by accident at the 
ball. I could not behold him without emotion; 
when he accoſted me, his well-known. voice made 
my heart vibrate, like a muſical chord, when its uni- 
fon is ſtruck. All the ideas of our paſt love, which 
the lapſe of time and abſence had enfeebled and 
lulled aſleep, now awoke, and were reinſpired by 
his appearance; ſo that his artful excuſes were 
eaſily admitted: I forgave him all that I had ſufs 
fered on his account, becauſe he was the natural 
lord of my affection; and our former correſpon - 
dence was renewed. 8 

I thought myſelf in a new world of bliſs, in con- 
ſequence of this reconciliation, the raptures of 
which continued unimpaired for the ſpace of four 
months, during which time he was fonder of 
me, if poflible, than before, repeated his promiſe 
of marriage, if we ſhould ever have it in our. 
power ; aſlured me he had never been happy ſince 
he left me ; that he believed no woman had ever 
Joved like me: and indeed, to have a notion of my 
paſſion for that man, you muſt firſt have loved as 
I did: but, through a ſtrange caprice, I broke, off 
the correſpondence, out of apprehenſion that he 
would forſake me again. From his paſt conduct, 
J dreaded what might happen; and the remem- 
brance of what I had undergone by his incon · 
yay filled my imagination with ſuch horror 
that I could not endure the ſhocking proſpect, and 
' prematurely plunged myſelf into the danger, ra- 
ther than endure the terrors of expectation. In 
conſequence of this deſertion, I received a letter 
from him, acknowledging that he was rightly ſerv- 


ed, but that it gave him inexpreſſible concern. 
| e e bee 


- fon of his rank and character. 
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Mean while, lord continued to act in 
the character of a hend, tormenting me with his 
nauſeous. importunities; he prevailed upon the 
duke of to employ his influence in perſuad- 
ing me to live with him; aſſuring his grace, that 
I had actually promiſed to give him that proof of 
my obedience, and that I would come home the 
ſooner for being preſſed to 2 by a per- 

| nduced by theſe 
repreſentations, the duke honoured me with a vi- 
fit; and in the courſe of his exhortations I under- 
ſtood how he had been thus miſinformed: upon 
which I ſent for lord ——=, and in his preſence 
convicted him of the falſhood, by communicating 
to bis grace the articles of our laſt agreement, 
which he did not think proper to deny; and the 
duke being undeceived, declared that he would not 
have given me the trouble of vindicating myſelf, had 
he not been miſled by the inſincerity of my lord. 
Baffled in this attempt, he engaged Mr. H 
V, and afterwards my own father, in the 
ſame taſk ; and tho? I ſtill adhered to my firſt re- 
ſolution, perſiſted with ſuch obſtinacy in his en- 
deavours to make me unhappy, that I determined: 
to leave the kingdom; and accordingly, after Þ 
had ſpent the evening with him at Ranelagh, I 
went away about two o'clock in the morning, leav- 
ing my companion, with directions to reſtore to 
my lord his houſe, furniture, plate, and every 
thing he had given me ſince our laſt accommodati- 
on; ſo far was I, upon this occaſion, or at any 
other time of my life, from embezzling any part 
of his fortune. My friend followed my inſtructi- 
ons moſt punctually; and his lordſhip knows, and, 
will acknowledge, the truth of this aſſertion. 
Thus have I explained the true cauſe of my firſt 
expedition to Flanders, whither the world was 
good-natured.cnough to ſay I followed Mr. B 
uy Q.5 So 
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and the whole army, which happened to be ſent, 
abroad that — Before my departure I like: 
wiſe tranſmitted to lord B the dreſſing- plate, 
china, and a very conſiderable ſettlement, of which 
be had been generous enough to make me a preſent. 
This was an inſtance of my integrity, which I 
thought due to a man who had laid me under great 
obligations; and tho L have lived to be refuſed a 
fmall ſum both by him and S——, I do not re- 
pent of my diſintereſted behaviour; and all the re- 
yenge I harbour againft the laſt of theſe lovers, is 
the deſire of having it in my power to do him good. 
I I now found myſelf adrift in the world again, 
and very richly deſerved the hardſhips of my con- 
dition, for my indiſcretion in leaving lord B——, 
and in truſting to the word of lord „ with- 


out ſome farther ſecurity ; but I have dearly paid 
ſor my imprudence. The more I faw into the 


character of this man whom deſtiny hath appointed 
my ſcourge, the more was I determined to avoid 
his fellowſhip and communication; for he and I 
are, in point of diſpoſition, as oppoſite as any two 
principles in nature. In the firſt place, he is one 
of the moſt unſocial beings that ever exiſted; when 
J was pleaſed and happy he was always out of tem- 
per, but if he could find means to overcaſt and 
cloud my mirth, tho' never ſo innocent, he then 
diſcovered the ſigns of uncommon ſatisfaction and 
content, becauſe, by this diſagreeable temper, he 
baniſhed all company from his houſe. He is ex- 
tremely weak of underſtanding, tho' he poſſeſſes a 
| ſhare of low cunning, which has fo 

ouſly impoſed upon ſome people, that they have 
actually believed him a good-natured eaſy creature, 
and blamed me becauſe I did not manage him to 
better purpoſe z but, upon further acquaintance, 
they have always found him obſtinate as a mule, 


-and capricious as a monkey. Not that he is ut- 


. terly 
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terly. void of. all commendable; 


8 | .. cor qualities: hei 
unctual in paying his debts, liberal when in good 
1mour, and would be well bred, were he not 
ſubject to fits of abſence, during which be is al- 
together unconverſable; but he is proud, naturally 
ſuſpicious, jealous, equally with and without cauſe, 
never made a friend, and is an utter ſtranger to 
the joys of intimacy; in. ſhort, he hangs like a 
damp upon ſociety, and may be properly e 
Kill jey, an epithet which he has juſtly acquired. 
He honours me with conſtant profeſſions of love, 
but his conduct is ſo oppoſite to my ſentiments of 
that paſſion, as to have been the prime ſource of 
all my misfortunes and affliction; and I have of- 
ten wiſhed myſelf the object of his hate, in hopes 
of profiting by a change in his behaviour. 
10 r he has not been able to make me more 
unhappy than, I believe, he is in his own mind z 
for he is literally a ſelf-tormentor, who never en- 
joyed one gleam of ſatisfaction, except at the ex- 
pence of another's quiet; and yet with this (I had 
almoſt called it diabolical) quality, he expects that 
I ſhould cheriſh him with all the tenderneſs. of af - 
fection; and after he has been at-pains to incur 
my averſion, puniſhes my diſguſt, by contriving 
ſchemes to mortify and perplex me, which have 
often ſucceeded ſo effectually, as to endanger my 
life and conſtitution; for I have been fretted and 
frighted into ſundry fits of illneſs, and then I on 
I have experienced his care and concern. 
Over and above the oddities I have mentioned, 
he is ſo unſteady in his cxconomy, that be is al- 
ways new modelling his affairs and exhauſting big 
fortune, by laying out ten pounds, in order to 
ſave a ſhilling ; he inquires into the character of a 
ſervant after he has lived two. years in his family, 
and is fo ridiculouſly ſtocked with vanity and ſelf. 


fore, 
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fore, and the whole ſeries of my conduct fince” 
our marriage, which ought to have convinced 
him of my diſlike, he is ſtill perſuaded, that at 
bottom, I muſt admire and be enamoured of his 
agreeable perſon and accompliſhments, and that 
I would not fail to manifeſt 'my love, were I not 
' ſpirited up againſt him by his own relations. 
Perhaps it might be their intereſt to foment the 
miſunderſtanding betwixt us; but really, they 
give themſelves no trouble about our affairs x 
and, ſo far as I know them, are a very good 
fort of people. On the whole, I think I may 
with juſtice pronounce my precious yoke-fellow a 
trifling, teazing, infufferable, inconſiſtent creature. 
With the little money which remained of what 
J had received from his lordſhip, for houſekeep- 
ing, I tranſported myſelf to Flanders, and ar- 
rived in Ghent, a few days after our troops were 
quartered in that city, which was fo much. 
crowded with theſe new vilitants, that I ſhould - 
have found it impracticable to procure a lodging, 
had I not been accommodated by lord R — B —, 
the duke of A— —'s youngeſt brother, who 
very politely gave me up his own. Here I ſaw my 
friend Mr. B——, who was overjoyed at my' 
arrival, though jealous of every man of his ac- 
quaintance; for he loved me with all the ardour 
of paſſion, and I regarded him with all the per- 
fection of friendſhip, which, had he lived, in time 
might have produced love; but it never did. Not- 
withſtanding his earneſt ſolicitations to the con- 
trary, I ſtayed but a week in Ghent, from whence 
I proceeded to Bruſſels, and fixed my abode in the 
Hotel de Flandre, among an agreeable ſet of gen- 
tlemen and ladics, with whom I ſpent my time 
very chearfully. There being a ſort of court 
in this city, it was frequented by all the officers, © 
. | | 1 een who-- 
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who could obtain permiſſion to go thither; and the 
place in general was gay and agreeable. I was 
introduced to the beſt — and very happy 
in my acquaintance; for the ladies were police, 
good tempered, and obliging, and treated me with 
the utmoſt hoſpitality and reſpect. Among others, 
I contrated a 1 * with Madam la com- 
teſſe de C———,' and her two daughters, who 
were very amiable young ladies; and became 
intimate with the princeſs C———— and counteſs : 
W, lady of the bedchamber to the queen 
of Hungary, and a great favourite of the gover- 
nor Monſieur D H „in whoſe houſe ſhe. 
lived-with his wife, who was alſo a lady — 
engaging diſpoſition. 

Soon after I had fixed my habieation's m mt. 
ſels, the company at our Hotel was increaſed 
three officers, who profeſſed. themſelves my 
mirers, and came from Ghent, with a view of 
ſoliciting my love. "This triumvirate conſiſted of 
the Scotch earl of „lord R M, 
and another young officer: the firſt was a man of 
a very genteel figure and amorous complexion, 
danced well, ad. had a great deal of good hu- 
mour, with a mixture of vanity and ſelf-conceit. 
The ſecond had a good face, though a clumſ 

n, and a very ſweet diſpoſition, very muc 
adapted for the 1 paſſion of love: and 
the third (Mr. W dy name) was tall, 
thin, and well-bred, with a great Rock of good na- 
ture and vivacity. Theſe adventurers began their 
addreſſes in general acts of gallantry, that com- 
prebended ſeveral of my female friends, with whom 
we uſed to engage in parties of pleaſure, both 
in the city and the environs, which are extreme- 
agreeable; and when 
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to go on without farther delay, and that lord 
—— ſhould make the firſt attack upon my heart. 
He accordingly laid lege to me, with ſuch 
warmth and aſſiduity, that I believe he deceived 
himſelf, and began to think he was in 
love; though at bottom, he felt no impulſe that 
deſerved the ſacred name. Though I diſcouraged 
him in the beginning, he perſecuted me with his 
addreſſes; he always fat by me at dinner, and 
imparted a thouſand trifles in continual whiſpers, 
which attracted the notice of the company ſo much, 
that I began to fear his behaviour would give riſe 
to ſome report to my prejudice; and therefore 
avoided him with the utmoſt caution, Notwith- 
ſtanding all my care, however, be found means 
one night, while my maid, who lay in my room, 
went down ftairs, to get into my chamber after 
J was abed : upon which, I ſtarted up, and told 
him, that if he ſhould approach me, I would 
alarm the houſe; for I never wanted courage and 
reſolution. Perceiving my diſpleaſure, he kneeled 
by the bed-ſide, begg'd I would have pity on his 
ſufferings, and ſwore I ſhould have carte blanche 
to the utmoſt extent of his fortune, To theſe 
propoſals I made no other reply, but that of proteſt- 
ing I would never ſpeak to him again, if he did 
not quit my apartment that moment; upon which, 
he thought proper to withdraw; and I never af- 
terwards gave him an opportunity of ſpeaking to 
me on the ſame ſubje&: ſo that, in a few weeks; 
he ſeparated himſelf from our ſociety ; though the 
ladies of Bruſſels conſidered him as my lover, be- 


cauſe, of all the other officers, he was their — 
favourite. i IF 
. His lordſhip being thus repulſed, Mr. W—— 
took the field, and aflailed my heart in a very 
different manner. He ſaid, he knew not how 
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to make love, but was à man of .honour, would | 
keep the ſecret, and ſo forth. Io this cava- 
lier addreſs I anſwered, that I was not angrys 
as I otherwiſe ſhould have been at bis blunt decla- 
ration, becauſe I found, by his own confeſſion, , he 
did not know what was due to the ſex ; and my 
unhappy ſituation in ſome ſhape excuſed him for 
a liberty, which he would not have dreamed of 
taking, had not my misfortunes encouraged his pre- 
ſumption, But I would deal with him in bis own, 
way; and far from aſſuming the prude, frankly, 
aſſured him, that he was not at all to my taſte, hop- 
ing he would conſider my diſlike as a ſufficient rea- 
ſon to reject his love. ; of 
Lord R— began to feel the ſymptoms of a ge- 
nuine. paſſion, which he carefully. cheriſhed in ſi- 
leace, being naturally diffident and baſhful ; but, 
by the very means he uſed to conceal it from. my, 
obſervation, I plainly diſcerned the ſituation of his 
heart, and was not at all diſpleaſed at the progreſs. 
I had made in his inclinations. Mean while, he 
cultivated my acquantance with great aſſiduity and 
reſpect, attended me in all my excurſions, and parti- 
cularly in an expedition to Antwerp, with two other, 
gentlemen, where, in downright gaietè de cœur, 
we ſat for our pictures, which were drawn in on 
piece ; one of the partie being repreſented in the 
dreſs of an huſſar, and another in that of a running 
footman. This incident I mention, becauſe the. 
performance, which is now in my poſſeſſion, gave 
birth to a thouſand groundleſs reports, that ciccu- 
lated in England at our expence. . 
It was immediately after this jaunt, that lord 
R-— began to diſcloſe his paſſion ;' though he, at 
the ſame time, ſtarted ſuch. objections: as ſeemed 
well nigh to extinguiſh his hopes, lamenting, that, 
even if he ſhould have the happineſs to engage my 
affections, his fortune was too inconſiderable to ſup=, 


ert. 


352 ' The AvvenTures of 1.7 
port us againſt the efforts of lord———, ſhould 
he attempt to interrupt our felicity ; and that he 
himſelf” was obliged to follow the motions of the 
army. In ſhort, he ſeemed to conſider my felici- 

: more than his own, and behaved with ſuch de- 
licacy, as gradually made an impreſſion on my 
heart; ſo that when we parted, we agreed to 
renew our correſpondence in England, LE 

In the midft of theſe agreeable amuſements, 
which I enjoyed in almoſt all the different towns 
of Flanders, I happened to be at Ghent one day, 
ſitting among a good deal of company, in one of 
their Hotels, when a poſt-chaiſe ſtopped at the 
gate; upon which we went to the windows to ſatiſ- 
fy our. curiofity, when who ſhould ſtep out of the 
convenience, but my little infignificant lord, Ino 
ſooner announced him to the company, than'all 
the gentlemen aſked whether they ſhould ſtay and 
protect me, or withdraw; and when I aſſured 
them, that their protection was not neceflary, 
one and all of them retired ; though lord R 
M — went no farther than the parlour below, 
being determined to ſcreen me againſt all violence 

and compulſion. I ſent a meſſage to my lord, deſir- 
ing him to walk up into my apartment; but al 
though his ſole errand was to ſee and carry me off, 
be would not venture to accept of my invitation, 
till he had demanded me in form, from the gover- 

r ORYIES Vo Fe Hi | 822 
That gentleman being altogether a ſtranger to 

his perſon — — him to fs peer 

manding officer of the Engliſh troops, who was a man 
of humour, and upon his lordſhip's application, 

3 to doubt his identity ; obſerving, that he 

ad always heard lord repreſented as a jolly 
corpulent man. He gave bim to underſtand, 
however, that even granting him to be the : 

1 — by no means ſubject to military law, unlefs 
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1 that J had ever inline in his: mae 
jeſty's 

Thus — in his endeavours, be 5 
ed to the inn, and, with much perſuaſion, truſted 
himſelf in my diving: -room, after having ſtation» 
| ed bis attendant at the door, in caſe of -accidents. 
When I aſked, what had procured me the honour 
of this viſit; he told me, "his buſineſ and intenti- 
on were to carry me home; and this declaration 
produced a conference, in which I argued the caſe 
with him; and matters were accommodated for the 
preſent, by my promiſing to be in England ſome 
time in September, on condition that he would 
permit me to live by myſelf, as before; and imme- 
diately order the arrears of my pin- money to be 
paid, He aſſented to every thing I propoſed, re- 
turned in to his own country, and the deſi- 
ciencies of my allowance were made good; while 
I returned to Bruſſels, where I ſtayed until my de- 
parture for England, which I regulated in ſuch a 
manner as was conſiſtent with my engagement. 

I took lodgings in Pall-mall, and fending for my 
lord, convinced him of my punctuality, and put 
bim in mind of his promiſe; when, to my utter 
aſtoniſhment and confuſion, he owned, that his 
promiſe was no more than a decoy to bring me 
over, and that I muſt lay my account with —ͤ * 
in his houſe, like a dutiful and obedient wife; 
heard him with the indignation fuch treatment de- 
ſerved, upbraided bim with his perfidious dealing, 
which I told him would have determined me ſt 
cohabitation with him, had J not been already re- 
ſolved : and being deſtitute of all reſource, repair- 
ed to Bath, where I afterwards met with Mr. 
D—— and Mr. R-——, two gentlemen who 
had been my ſellow- paſſengers in the yacht from 
Wl a ans dee me N NN gs 
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and politeneſs, without either talking or thinking 
of Jove. | ee 
Wich theſe gentlemen, who were as idle as my- 
ſelf, I went to the jubilee at Preſton, which was 
no other than. a great number of people aſſembled 
in.a ſmall town extremely ill accommodated, to 
partake of diverſions that were bad imitations of 
plays, concerts, and maſquerades. If the world 
ſhould place to the account of my indiſcretion, my 
travelling in this manner, with gentlemen to whom 
I had no particular attachment ; let it alſo be con- 
ſidered, as an alleviation, that I always lived in ter- 
ror of my lord, and conſequently was often obli- 
ged to ſhift my quarters; ſo that my finances be- 
ing extremely ſlender, I ſtood the more in need of 
aſſiſtance and protection. I was, beſides, young, 
inconſiderate, and fo ſimple, as to ſuppoſe the fi- 
gure of an ugly man would always ſecure me from 
cenſure on his account : neither did I ever dream 
of any man's addreſſes. until he made an actual 
declaration of his love. ty 
Upon my return to Bath, I was again harraſſed 
by lord „ who came thither accompanied by 
my father, whom I was very glad to ſee, though 
be importuned me to comply with my huſband's 
deſire, and for the future keep meaſures with the 
world, This remonſtrance about living with my 
lord, which he conſtantly repeated, was the only. 
inſtance of his unkindneſs which I ever felt. But 
all his admonitions were not of force ſufficient to 
ſhake my reſolution in that particular; though 
the debate continued fo late, that I told his lordſhip, 
it was high time to retire, for I could not accom- 
modate him with a bed. He then gave me to un- 
derſtand, that he would ſtay where he was; upon 
which my father took his leave, on pretence of: 
looking out for a lodging to himfel "EA 
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The little gentleman being now left te a tHe 
with me, began to diſcover ſome ſigns of apprehen- 
fion in his looks; but muſtering up all his reſoluti- 
on, he went to the door, called up three of his fer- 
vants, whom he placed as centinels upon the ſtairs 
and flung himſelf in my elbow-chair, where he re- 
figned himſelf to reſt. Intending to go to bed, I 
thought it was but juſt and decent that I ſhould 
ſcreen myſelf from the intruſion of his footmen, 
and with that view bolted the door. Lord 
hearing himſelf locked in, ſtarted up in the utmoſt 
terror and conſternation, kicked the door with his 
heel, and ſcreamed aloud, as if he had been in 
the hands of an aſſaſſin. My father who had not 
yet quitted the houſe, hearing theſe outcries, ran 
up ſtairs again, and coming through my bed-cham- 
ber, into the dining-room where we were, fountl 
me almoſt ſuffocated with laughter, and his heroic 
ſon-in-law ſtaring like one who had loſt his wits, 
with his hair ſtanding on end. * | 
When my father aſked the meaning of his ex- 
clamations, he told him with all the ſymptoms of 
diſmay, that I had locked him in, and he'did not 
underftand ſuch uſage : but I explained the whole 
myſtery, by ſaying, I had bolted the door, becauſe 
J did not like the company of his ſervants, and 
could not imagine the cauſe of his pannic, unleſs 
he thought I defigned to raviſh him; an inſult, than 
which nothing was farther from my intention. 
My father himſelf could ſcarce refrain from laugh- 
ing at his ridiculous fear; but ſeeing him-in great 
confuſion, took pity on his condition, and carried 
him off 'to his own lodgings, after I had given my 
word, that I would not attempt to eſcape, but give 
him audience next morning. I accordingly kept 
my promiſe, and found means to perſuade them to 
leave me at my own diſcretion, Next day, I wag 
rallied upon the ſtratagem I had contrived to fright» 
4907 en 
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en lord; and a thouſand idle ſtories were told 
about this adventure, which happened — as 1 
bave related it. 

From Bath I betook myſelf toa ſmall houſe neat 
Livevln, which [I hired of the d of A>—, 
becauſe a country life ſuited beſt wich my income, 
which was no more than four hundred pounds a 
year, and that not well paid. I continued ' ſome 
months in this retirement, and ſaw no company, 

except lord R M, who lived in the nęigh- 
bourhood, and viſited me twice; till finding my- 
ſelf indiſpoſed, I was obliged to remove to Lon- 
2 —— took lodgings in Maddox-ftreet, where 

12 iſon was taken by ſtorm, by my lord and 
bi ard, reinforced by Mr. L—— v, 
(who as my lord told me, had a ſubſidy of five and 
twenty pounds, before he would take the field) 
and a couple of hardy footmen. This formidable 
band ruſhed into my apartment, laid violent hands 
upon me, dragged me down ſtairs, without gloves 
ora cloak, and thruſting me into a coach that ſtood 
at the door, conveyed me to my lord's lodgings 1 in 
Glouceſter-ſtreet. 

Upon this occaſion, his lordidip courageoully 
drew his ſword upon my woman, who attempted, 
to defend me from his inſults, and, in all probabi- 
lity, would have intimidated him from proceeding z 
for he looked pale and aghaſt, his knees knocked 
together, and he breathed thick and hard, with his 
noſtrils dilated, as if he had ſeen a ghoſt. But be was 
encouraged by his ' mercenary, aſſaciate, who, for 
the five and twenty pounds, ſtood by him, in the 
day of trouble, and ſpirited; him on 2 this e 
re ; 

In conſequence of this exploit, I was 5 coophd, up 
in a paultry apartment in Glouceſter-ſtreet, where. 
I was cloſe . beſet by his lordſhip, and his worthy 
ſteward Mr. II, with a ſet of ſervants that 
| were 
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were the creatures of this fellow, of whom lord 
— himſelf ſtood in awe ; ſo that I could not 
help thinking myſelf in Newgate, among thieves. 
and ruſſians: and to ſuch a degree did my terror 
prevail, that I actually believed I was in danger of 
being poiſoned, and would not receive any ſuſte- 
nance, except from the hands of one harmleſs» 
looking fellow, a foreigner, who was my lord's 
valet de chambre. I will not pretend to ſay my 
fears were juſt ; but ſuch was my opinion of 
H n, that I never doubted he —— put me 
out of the way, if he thought my life interfered 
with his intereſt, 2 

On the ſecond day of my impriſonment, I was 
viſited by the duke of L———, a friend of my 
lord, who found me fitting upon a trunk, in a poor 
little dining-room filled with lumber, and lighted 
with two bits of tallow-candle, which had been 
left over night. He perceived in my countenance 
a mixture of rage, indignation, terror and def- 
pair: he compaſſionated my ſufferings, though he 
could not alleviate my diſtreſs, any other way than 
by interceding with my tyrant to mitigate my op- 
preſſion, Nevertheleſs, I remained eleven days in 
this comfortable ſituation : I was watched like a 
criminal all day, and one of the ſervants walked 
from one room to another all night, in the nature 
of a patrole; while my lord, who lay in the cham- 
ber above me, got out of bed, and tripped to the 
window, at the ſound of every coach that chan- 
ced to paſs through the ſtreet. H n, who 
was conſummate in the arts of a ſycophant, began 
to court my favour, by condoling my affliction, 
and aſſuring me, that the only method hy which I 
could regain my liberty, was a chearful compliance 
with the humour of my lord. I was fully con- 
vinced of the truth of this obſervation 3 and though 
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my temper is altogether averſe to diſſimulation, at- 
tempted to affect an air of ſerenity and reſignation. 
But this diſguiſe, I found, would not anſwer 
purpoſe; and therefore I had recourſe to chalk. 
| Loaf my maid, who was permitted to attend me 
min my confinement. With her 1 frequently con- 
ſulted about the means of accompliſhing my eſcape; 
and, in conſequence of our deliberations, ſhe directed 
.a coach and fix to be ready at a certain part of 
the town, and to wait for me three days in the 
- fameplace, in caſe I could not come before the ex- 
piration of that term. 
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